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SEVERAL SPECIES ARE UNUSUALLY COMMON

ON SCHENECTADVS CHRISTMAS COUNT

Siskins, Purple Finches, Waxwings, and Jays Feature Local List of

7012 Individuals of 37 Species - White - winged Crossbill,

Seen in Flight/ Becomes No. 76 on Composite List — Trey

Has List of 28 Species — Red Crossbills Seen at Jenny Lake

Sohenectady, N.Y. (same overall area as in 1929 and sub
sequent counts; 15-mile diameter circle centered about 5 mi.

due south of Schenectady; urban and suburban 5?S, farmyards
5J&, open farmland 40?», light deciduous woods 20$, mixed de
ciduous and evergreen woods 10%, brushy hillsides and ra

vines 10%, cattail marshes 10%) — Dec. 23; 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Clear to overcast; temp. 27 to 38; wind calm, 0-2 m.p.h.;

8 in. snow on ground; river and lakes frozen over, spring-
fed streams open. 23 observers in 10 parties, plus urban

and suburban feeding-station records. Total party-hours 57J
152 on foot, 5^ by car); total party-miles 206 (69 on foot,
137 by car).

American Merganser 7; Goshawk 1; Cooper*s Hawk 1; Red-

tailed Hawk 2; Rough-legged Hawk 1; Sparrow Hawk 8; Ruffed

Grouse 1; Ring-necked Pheasant 56; Herring Gull 5; Kourning
Dove 10; Belted Kingfisher 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker 2; Pi-

leated Woodpecker 3; Hairy Woodpecker 29; Downy Woodpecker

61; Blue Jay 195; American Crow 236; Blaok-capped Chickadee
261; White-breasted Nuthatch 65; Brown Creeper 14; American
Robin 5; Hermit Thrush 2; Eastern Bluebird 20; Golden-
crowned Kinglet 4; Cedar Waxwing 14I; Gray Shrike 1; Common

Starling 3830 (including down-town roosts estimated at 2500);
House Sparrow 515; Eastern Meadowlark 5; Evening Grosbeak 6;

Purple Pinch 71; Pine Siskin 246; American Goldfinch 231;
White-winged Crossbill 2 (in flight, R.S.); Slate-colored
Junco 243; American Tree Sparrow 696; Song Sparrow 34•

Total, 37 species, about 7012 individuals.

Alice Abel, Guy Bartlett, lira, Laura Beck, lira. W. Edward

Blowney, Mrs. R. II, Brockway, llrs. Anna Desinger, Floyd
Downs, Stephen C. Fordham, Jr., Mrs. C. J. Grace, tlr. and
Lira. Ksly Hallenbeck, Arthur Hewitt, Alice Holmes, Samuel R.
Madison, Lira. James McMillan, B. D. Miller, P. Schuyler Mil
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ler, Stephanie Podrazik, Joseph Pollak, Vincent J. Schaefer,

Susan and James Schaefer, Nellie Silliman, Kudolph Stone,

Mrs. Lillian C. Stoner, Donald Tucker, J. U. Tucker, Frazer

R. Turrentine (in charge), J. L. Voght, Leon A. Wiard, Vxs,
A. K. Willey, Robert Yunick (Schenectady Bird Club, Inc.)

Troy. N.Y. (same area as in 1949; Hudson River from
above bridge, Stillwater, to below Congress Street Bridge,

Troy, Tomhannock Reservoir, Tamarack Swamp, mouth of Uohawk
River; about 30 miles of shore-line; urban and suburban 20?&,

open farm land 30%, brush land 10J&, light deciduous woods

15%, mixed deciduous and evergreen woods 10J&, cattail

marshes 15$) — Dec. 31, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Very foggy
to 10 a.m., overcast thereafter; temp. 30; no wind; 5 in.

old snow on ground, crusted in open and loose in woods; Tom

hannock Reservoir entirely frozen except one small patch at
upper end; Ludson and Kohawk mostly open, but less than in

1949; spring-fed streams open. Two observers together. To

tal party-hours 7 (5 by car, 2 on foot); total party-mileB

57 [o on foot, 51 by car).
Hallard 184; Black Duck 1928 (including estimated 1800

below Green Island Dam); American Golden-eye 132; American

Merganser 268; hooded Merganser 2; Hough-legged Hawk 1;
Marsh Hawk 1; Sparrow Hawk 3; Ruffed Grouse 4; King-necked

Pheasant 7; Herring Gull 10; Ring-billed Gull 1; Belted

Kingfisher 1; Pileated V/oodpecker 1; tiairy Woodpecker 1;

Downy Woodpecker 4; Blue Jay 29; American Crow 638; Black-
capped Chickadee 78; Y/hite-breasted Nuthatch 2; Brown Ureep-

er 11; Uommon Starling 217; House Sparrow 64; Common Redpoll
12; American Goldfinch 10; Slate-colored Junco 24; American

Tree Sparrow 54; Song Sparrow 15.

Total, 28 species, 3702 individuals.

G. Malcolm Andrews and Ernest Geiser.

Corinth. U.Y. (Jenny Lake and environs, 1180 feet eleva
tion in Adirondack State Park; mixed deciduous and evergreen

woods, minimum of open land. Dec. 23; 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Partly cloudy; temp. 20 to 25; no wind; 8 in. snow; lake and

streams frozen. Observer alone. Total hours, 7 on foot;

total miles, 3 on foot.

Ruffed Grouse 3; Hairy Woodpecker 1; Downy Woodpeeker 2;

Blue Jay 1; American Crow 1; Black-capped Chickadee 8; Red-

breasted Nuthatch 5; 3rown Creeper 1; Golden-crowned King

let 1; Pine Siskin 150; American Goldfinch 3; Hed Crossbill

7; Slate-colored Junco 7.

Total, 13 species, 190 individuals.

Barrington S. Havens.

In 1949 Schenectady had 33 species and 5655 individuals;

in 1950, 37 and 7012. Troy had 23 species and 4470 individ

uals in 1949; 28 and 3702 in 1950. Jenny Lake recorded 13

species and 38 individuals in 1949, and 13 and 190 in 1950.
Altogether there were 43 species and 10,163 individuals in
1949; and 46 species and 10,904 individuals in 1950.
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Table I — COMPOSITE LIST OF S B C CHRISTMAS

January,1951

COUNTS. 19 5 0

Mallard

Black Duck

Amer. GoIden-eye

Hooded Merganser

Amer. Merganser

Goshawk

Cooper*s Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk

Marsh Hawk

Sparrow Hawk

Ruffed Grouse

Ring-u.Pheasant

Herring Gull

Ring-billed Gull

Mourning Dove

Belted Kingfisher

Flicker

Pileated Yfoodpkr.

Hairy Woodpecker

Downy Y/oodpecker

Blue Jay

American Crow

_S

7
1

1

2

1

8

1

56

5

10

2

2

3
29
61

195
236

T

18T
1928

132

2

268

1

1

3
4
7

10

1

1

1

1

4
29

638

__J

3

1

2

1

1

Blk-cap.Chickadee

Y/hite-br.nuthatch
Red-br. Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

Robin

Hermit Thrush

Bluebird

Gold-cr.Kinglet

Cedar Y/axwing

Gray Shrike

Starling

House Sparrow

Meadowlark

Evening Grosbeak

Purple Jj'inch

Redpoll

Pine Siskin

Amer.Goldfinch

ited Crossbill

V/h-wing orossbill

Slate-col.Junco

Tree Sparrow

Song Sparrow

S

2"5T
65

14

5
2

20

4
141

1

3830

515
5
6

71

246

231

2

243
696

34

T

75
2

11

217

64

12

10

24
54

15

J

~g

5
1

1

150

3
7

7

Table I, above shows the composite list of all three
Christmas Counts. The first column, S, shows Schenectady;

the next, T, shows Troy; and the other, J, shows Jenny Lake.

***********

The Schenectady Count of December 23, chairmanned by Fra-

zer R. Turrentine, included 10 groups. They were:

Party 1 - Lisha Kill, Lock 7, Niskayuna to Mohawk View;

9 party-hours, 10 miles on foot, 30 miles by car. Kudolph

Stone, Floyd Downs, Robert Yunick, Frazer Turrentine; Joseph

Pollak Ifeeding stationj.

Party 2 - Thacher Park, Indian Ladder Trail, Voorhees-

ville, Altamont, L&adowdale; 5s party-hours, 4 miles on foot,

34 miles by car. Samuel Lladison, Stephen Jf'ordham.

Party 3 - v/atervliet Reservoir; 8 party-hours, 8 miles on

foot, 25 miles by car. Esly Hallenbeck, Jack Voght.

Party k - Collins Park, Riverside Avenue, Sunnyside Road,

Gateway Bridge, Hice Road, Lock 8, Campbell Road, Schermer-
horn Road. Donald Tucker, J. K. Tucker, Nellie Silliman,

Arthur Hewitt.

Party 5 - central Park; 4 hours,

anie Podrazik.

4 miles on foot. Uteph-

3
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SCHENECTADY 37 Species — 7012 Individuals Dec. 23, 1950

Party Total
No. Species 37

Total Count 7012

Amer.Merganser 7

Goshawk 1
Cooper's Hawk 1

Red-tailed Hawk 2

Rough-legged Hawk 1
Sparrow Hawk 8

Ruffed Grouse 1
Bing-n. Pheasant 56
Herring Gull 5

Mourning Dove 10

Kingfisher 2

Flicker 2

Pileated Woodpkr 3

Hairy Woodpecker 29

Downy Woodpeoker 61

Blue Jay 195
Amer* Crow 236
Chickadee 261

White-br.Nuthtch 65
Brown Creeper 14

Amer. Robin 5

Hermit Thrush 2

East. Bluebird 20
Gold-cr.Kinglet 4

Cedar Waxwing 141

Gray Shrike 1

Com. Starling 3830

House Sparrow 515

Keadowlark 5

Evening Grosbeak 6

Purple Finch 71

Pine Siskin 246
Am. Goldfinch 231

V/h-wing Crossbill 2

Junco 243
Tree Sparrow 696
Song Sparrow 34

1 2

22 20

460 982

*3

1

2 2

4 1

3
7 5

13 1

19 17
12 75

47 3

10 4

9

5 11

23 20

61 480

75 80
3 1

31 10

194
18 30

2

49 1
63 40
4 6

3 4
15 25
388 620

1

1

1

1 2

30

2

2

2

1

2 3

9 3

14 12

37 8
33 18

16 10

1

30

7 120

20 63

12

2 5
92 30

77 30
76 220

15

5 6
15 13

135 167

5 5
3

1

3 2

9 10

11

9 12

3
1 2

1 1

4

7

32 24

27

6

40

17 2

6 57
2

7 8
26 9

628 101

7

1

1

1 3

8

1

5 1
17 2

35 3
25 1
78

5 2
1

2

2

16
1

212 14

60 33
1

17
5

12

5
101 42

9

9 10

13 15
514 3017

1

7

2 3
1 10

57 19
56 11
15 46

2 13

1

4

45

300 2580

45 112

1

12 18

6 12
16 136

♦ 3 American Mergansers seen by Party 1 also seen by and
recorded for Party 7 in their count of 7 Mergansers.

Two Brown Creepers and one Hobin recorded for Party 6

were by Donald Tucker of Party 4.

.Starling count for Party 10 includes estimate of 2500 for

business district, General Electric, and Scotia roosts that

evening.



Schenectady Bird Club, Inc. Party 6 - V/oestina Sanctuary, west end

GuyBartlett Editor of Sohermerhorn Hoad. 3 party-hours, 4

1053ParkwoodBlvd. miles on foot. Vincent J., Susan and
ss=BBK=^aaBB James Schaefer.

Party 7 - That area within circle north of Mohawk River,
including dan and Vischer Ponds; that area bounded by St.

David's Lane and Vly, Consaul and Troy Roads; 7 party-hours;
10 miles on foot, 40 miles by car. Guy Bartlett, P. Schuy-

ler Miller, Alice Abel, Alice Holmes.

Party 8 - iiiskayuna, back of golf course; 3 party-hours,

5 miles on foot. B. D. Miller.

Party 9 - Western Avenue and Tudor, Oxford and Fuller

Road sections of Albany; and Colonie. 11 party-hours, 14

miles on foot, 8 miles by bus. observers separate. Leon

Wiard, Mrs. Lillian C. Stoner.

Party 10 - Urban and suburban feeding stations, and down

town Starling roost. Mrs. Laura Beck, lira. H. 1!. Brockway,

Lira. W. Edward Blowney, Mrs. £sly Hallenbeck, Mrs. C. J.
Grace, Lirs. James llci.'illan, Mrs. Anna Desinger, Ilrs. A. K.

Willey.

Looking only at the Schenectady count, there were numer

ous iteias worthy of special mention:

White-winged Crossbill First time on count; No. 76 in list.

Pine Si3kin Lore than four times total of previous 21 years,

Purple Finch About three times total previous 21 years.

Bluebird More than previous total; first since 1944.

Cedar v/axwing More than previous total; first since 1944.
Blue Jay More than double any previous count.

American Goldfinoh More than double any previous count.

Slate-colored Junco Llore than double any previous count.

Ring-necked Pheasant Nearly double any previous count.

Meadowlark More than any previous year; first since 1943*

Sparrow Hawk Llore than any previous count.

Hairy Woodpecker More than any previous count.

Yfhite-breasted Nuthatch More than any previous count.
Tree Sparrow More than any previous count.

Song Sparrow More than any year since 1944.

Hermit Thrush First since 1944.

Evening Grosbeak First since 1945.

American Crow Fewest since 1944.

Black Duck First time missed since 1943.

Redpoll Second time missed since 1943.

Schenectady1s 37 species and 7012 individuals were high,

but not record-breaking. In 1944 there were 40 species, and

in 1947 there were 38. Larger individual counts were made

in 1931, 1932 (high record, 7700), 1934, and 1947. And 1950
was simply another of the "No Owls11 counts.

5
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A CENTURY AFTER AUDUBON

(januaiy 27, 1951 marks the 100th anniversary of the death of John

James Audubon. With that in mind there is printed below an adaptation

of an article under the above title which appeared in the Bulletin to

the Schools, The University of the State of New York, Volume 29, Number

7, March, 19U3.)

With Schenectadians it lias almost always been a foregone

conclusion that, in connection with their annual Christmas

Count, their report would show "Minimum of open water except

below dams; ponds and reservoirs ice-covered." Such condi

tions have always meant that winter reports of water birds

in the Schenectady area have been scarce — maybe an occa

sional Black Duck, American Merganser, Golden-eye, or Her
ring Gull. Usually these birds, it was noted, flew up the

Mohawk River in the late morning to reach the open water at

Lock 7 of the Barge Canal to the east of the city, and flew

back down the river again in mid-afternoon.

Vihere the birds catie from was no secret to the Schenecta

dy bird students. They have always known that not far to

the east there were plenty of mid-winter water-bird possibi

lities. Ifo wonder, then, that winter trips have been made

each year in January and February from Schenectady to the

Llohawk Hiver below the Cohoes Falls, and along the open Hud

son River from where the Mohawk enters it not far below the

Falls to as far north as Stillwater and south into Troy.

Through the Schenectady area the Llohawk River is, as a

result of canalization, a series of large, slow-flowing and

hence fast-freezing pools. Water still goes over the Cohoes

Falls, however, and the Hudson to the north has many rela

tively long stretches of fast-flowing, non-freezing water.

The federal dam at Green Island similarly provides open wa

ter below itself. It is along these open stretches that the

Schenectadians find their water birds.

It is taken for granted that the day's count there will

include American HerGansers, American Golden-eyes, and Black

Ducks by the hundreds, Ilallards and Herring Gulls by the do

zens, and a variety of other species in varying quantities.

Then, too, there is always-the unexpected to be looked for,

and frequently found. One year it may be a flock of Canada

Geese; another time it will be a Itedhead, a few Hooded Mer

gansers, a Comuon Loon or Holboell's Grebe, or possibly a

Plate 331 of Audubon«s "The Birds of America," of which Union Col- ^K

lege possesses one of the original setp. The legend reads: j|5?;a

"Goosander, Mergus Merganser, Linn., 1 Male, 2 Female. Cohoep xyf

Falls, State of New York, 1836."

6





FEATHERS Januory,1951

Great Blue Heron. Perhaps there will be Ring-billed Gulls

or Red-breasted llergansers; and still other species of ducks

and gulls are possible. Barrow's Golden-eye and Iceland
Gull are probably the most interesting* of the species on re

cent records.

While it is chiefly for records of water birds that the

trips are made to the open Hudson, there are various other

species which are to be expected. It is assumed, and it is

usually true, that at least one Bald Eagle will be recorded;

there are various tall trees along the shore of the Hudson

on which an Eagle can be expected to be perched. The marshes

along the shore may be sheltering the relatively uncommon

Song Sparrow, Red-wing, or Lleadowlark. A Snowy Owl is not

impossible out on some of the isles; hawks of various spe

cies and Kingfishers course along the open water; and Red

polls, Siskins, Goldfinches, and Horned Larks are relatively

comuon in the adjoining fields and light woods.

******

What the bird student usually does not realize when he

approaches the Cohoes Falls and sees the American Merganser

along the river shore or in the water, with the falls in the

background, is that perhaps he is repeating, more than a

century later, an experience of John Tames Audubon.

In August, 1824, the year before the Erie Canal was offi

cially opened, Audubon went from Albany to Rochester by ca-

nalboat, and added several new birds to his list. The trip

through Cohoes was probably slow, because of the numerous

locks, and it is likely Audubon left the boat to visit and

sketch the nearby falls. At least we know that Plate 331 of

Audubon1s "The Birds of America" was painted in 1836 and
shows the American Ilerganser, or Goosander as he named it,

with Cohoes Falls in the background.

V.'hy this is of particular interested is that the gifted

Audubon seldom included scenic backgrounds in his bird

plates. Among the 435 plates in the original "Elephant Fo

lio" edition or among the additional 65 plates in his later
octavo edition, relatively few of the birds are portrayed

with detailed backgrounds. Only 14 of the plates contained

identified backgrounds, and of these a dozen were in the

south, including five each in South Carolina and Florida and

one each in Louisiana and Maryland. Another plate had as

its background the famous Gannet Rock in the Gulf of St.

Lawrence.

Although Audubon had visited many other waterfalls in the

country, and had referred in his writings to the falls at

Niagara and at Kochester, it remained for the falls at Co

hoes to be pictured. Audubon1 s Plate 1, of the Wild Turkey

Cock, is prolaably nationally his most famous; in flew York

State the most interest should oenter in his Plate 331.

8
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HAWKS - AND STILL THEY CAME I Lwn A.

Friday, tlie 13th of October, will Ions b© remembered as a

red-letter day by four members of S B C. Records were tied

and broken on that day at Hawk Mountain.

The week of October 8-14 started off rainy and unset

tled, and continued that way for most of the week. On Thurs

day morning when Byron and Margaret Hippie picked up Betty

and me the skies were still overcast, with a threat of rain.

However, this was the type of preceding weather which could

give a good hawk flight.

First a Fileated

The first portion of the trip was to Cobleskill, to leave

the Wiard children with their grandparents. Near Central

Bridge a Pileated Ytoodpecker very accommodatingly flew par

allel with the highway for several hundred feet, affording

us a good look — a life bird for one member of the party.

This seemed to be a good omen for the trip.

Intermittent showers, with one hard downpour as we en

tered Port Jervis, was the general weather as we drove south

ward. Nothing unusual was seen on this trip except a flock

of Turkey Vultures north of Ellenville. A few unidentified

Buteos in migration were seen after we entered Pennsylvania.

Late in the afternoon we arrived in the Hawk Mountain region

and found a comfortable tourist home in Hamburg, between Al-

lentown and Reading.

And Then the Wind

By bedtime the stars were out and a brisk wind was blow

ing. The weather report for Friday was for cold, clear and
windy. Part of the forecast caiae true — Friday was cold,

cloudy and windy.

During the drive up the newly constructed hard-surfaced

highway to Hawk Mountain Sanctuary we were wondering if this

would be the day. The preceding weather had been of the
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GuyBartlett Editor as we hiked up the trail to the Look-out
1053ParkwoodBlvd. a brisk wind was blowing. A small flook

of Juncoa was seen along the trail, but

the wind xoade the v/oods too noisy to see or near more. As

we reached the top of the mountain and cane out on the bare

rocks the wind was strong.

Hawks Aplenty

Someone called "There goes a hawk" and then there was

another, and another. We soon discovered that we four were

alone on the mountain top — except for Maurice 3roun who is

in charge of the sanctuary. Ko other persons appeared that

morning, but what hawks 11

The Accipiter flight was apparently at its peak. Al

though it was only 9 o'clock, o2 Sharp-shins had already

gone through, as had an early Golden Eagle.

It is almost impossible to describe that hawk flight, the

second best of the year, and the best Accipiter flight since

before the war. Sharp-shins, with the usual 10 per cent of

Cooper's Hawks, put on a tremendous five-hour show.

The wind was strong, and the hawks sailed by on half-

furled wings at high speed. As the mature Sharpies sailed

by at or below eye level, you could see why they are some

times called "Little Blue Darters." The sun at times

flashed from their backs, making them look like Blue Jays

flying at unusual speed.

At 2 o'clock this flight was practically over, but by

that time 790 Sharp-shins had been counted, 206 of them in
the last hour. Only 70 more were seen the rest of the day.

Falcons as V/ell

While this Accipiter flight was on, Falcons were also mi

grating. Three Duck Hawks came by, one at eye level and so

close you could easily see the face pattern.

Pigeon Hawks had also decided to put on a show; fourteen

of these fast-flying Falcons went streaking by. Excitement

ran high when the 13th appeared — one more would tie the

all-time record, two would set a new record. Finally, at

about 4:30 o'clook, another went by and the record was tied.

The other Falcon, our well-known Sparrow Hawk, broke all

previous records, with 48 migrants on that day.

The afternoon seemed slightly dull after the intense ex

citement of the morning. However, from 3 o'clock on is the

time for the big hawks, and they too were on the wing.

10
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Eagles, and Others

One of the big thrills of the day came when a nature

Golden Eagle, one of four seen that day, came flying up the

ridge directly in front of us, and gave us an excellent view

before he turned and flew westward across the valley. One

Bald Eagle was also seen that afternoon. These Eagles are

stragglers by mid-October. The peak of their migration oc

curs in September — 48 were seen Labor Day, 1950* Armis

tice Day is usually excellent for Golden Eagles.

Sixteen Red-tails, five Red-shoulders, three Osprey, and

two Marsh Hawks completed the hawk count. A flock of Gulls,

five Loons, and fifty Canada Geese were seen flying eastward

during the day.

The distribution, by hours, of Sharp-shinned Eawks during

the major portion of the flight was: 8 to 9, 62; 9 to 10,

93; 10 to 11, 113; 11 to 12, 148; 12 to 1, 168; 1 to 2, 206;
and 2 to 3, 26.

Anticlimactic Uext Day

Saturday was rather anticlimactic. lJany people were at

the Look-out but, although the Sharpie flight started off

better than on Friday, it soon diminished. The weather had

also changed. Instead of the strong wind with low, scudding
clouds the sky was quite clear and by mid-morning the wind

had dropped to a breeze. The hawks were high and sailing on

the thermals instead of whipping by as on the preceding day.

This, however, gave us an opportunity to distinguish the

various species in the type of flight usually encountered.

There were two periods of excitement Saturday — one when a

Bald Eagle appeared, and the second when a Haven went by

within a hundred yards. This was one' of only a very few
ever seen by l.Ir. Broun at Hawk Llountain.

And Away

We left Hawk Llountain at 3:30 o'clock Saturday afternoon,

having seen approximately 1,750 hawks in two days, 1,480 of

which were Sharp-shins. A comfortable motel between Strouds-

burg and Port Jervis was our stopping place for the night.

Very little of interest was seen Sunday as we drove north

ward until, as we were nearing Seward to retrieve the young

sters, three birds on a telephone wire drew our attention.

These proved to be Pipits. In an adjoining field a flock of

fifty or more of these birds were seen, together with sever

al Yellow Palm Warblers. The Pipits, life birds for the V/i-

ards, seemed to have been thrown in for good measure. Also,

on a bet, they caused me to be the writer of this narrative!

11
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Still Other Species

Other birds, not previously mentioned, seen on this trip

were Black Duck, Pheasant, Mourning Dove, Flicker, Downy

Y/oodpecker, Kingbird, Blue Jay, Crow, Chickadee, White-

dreasted Nuthatch, Catbird, Hobin, Bluebird, Golden- and

Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Cedar 7/axwing, Starling, Uyrtle War
bler, English Sparrow, Lieadowlark, Red-wing, Goldfinch, and

Chipping, White-crowned, White-throated and Song Sparrows.

The list of hawks given is the official count as compiled

by Hr. Broun for Friday and Saturday. Vfithout the mechani

cal counter it would have been impossible to keep count of

the Sharp-shinned Hawks, which were as thick as warblers

during a heavy migration.

Friday morning alone with lilr. Broun was quite an instruc

tive experience. Perhaps some day we can visit him and the

sanctuary again for the Broad-winged Hawk migration in Sep

tember, when it is possible to see several thousand in one

day under proper conditions. However, it would probably be

too mich to ask Lady Luck to deal us such a hand as she did

on this Friday, the 13th.

*******

The Atlantic Naturalist, published by the Audubon Society

of the District of Columbia, features an article "Hawks and

the '."feather" by ilaurice Broun in its January-February issue,

'./ith a series of weather maps Ur. Broun explains how good

flights are attained, and refers to the weather of October

11 and 12 as ideal for the October 13 records. He wrote:

"On October 11th and 12th an intense low was oentered

over northern Hew York and New England and a cold front

swept in from the west. It was, therefore, not surprising

that Friday, the 13th, came in with terrific northwest winds

and the box score for the day was 1,048 birds. It seems

like many years since I have witnessed anything comparable

to it in October. For six hours Sharpies flashed by, 862 of
them, all very low, many passing 600 feet below the summit.

"The flight continued good on Saturday, the 14th. The

morning began with fresh northwest winds, which moderated by

noon, llost of the day*s total, 513 of the 709, were clocked

before noon. In the afternoon with slackening breezes the

birds began leaving the ridge, passing out over the valley,
which was good for the birds if not for the 200 visitors.

Sunday's southeast and easterly breezes held the hawk count

to 153 at the Lookout, to the disappointment of 700 visitors.

The maps reproduced on the next page are by courtesy of

Atlantio Naturalist. The accompanying caption is also as

published therein.
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TJO PM. l±T.OCT. 11. IKO hX fM. ISI.K1.U, IKOW

HAWKS ASSURED! October 12 was a superlative meteorological set-up. The

box score for October 13 included 862 Sharp-shins, 90 Cooper's, 16 Red-

tails, 5 Red-shoulders, 4 Golden Eagles, 1 Bald Eagle, 2 Harriers,

3 Peregrine Falcons, 14 Merlins, 48 Kestrels, and 3 Ospreys. The next

day's flight was also excellent.

NEWS AND NOTES IN BRIEF

DECEMBER Wetter. Milder

Deceiaber was locally warmer and wetter than usual. Aver

age teiiiperature was 27«5 degrees, up 1.2 degrees. Lowest

reading was -1 on the 27th; on another day it dropped to 1°.
Highest reading was 59, on the hth.

There were 13-lA inches of snow, 9 of them on the 15th
and 16th. The month's precipitation amounted to 3«7O inches,

or 1.43 above normal.

V;INTER BLUEBIRDS And Robins

The local Christiaas Counts of 20 Bluebirds and 5 Robins

were unusual — particularly the Bluebird count — but the

counters did not find all of either species. Game Protector

Chester Griffith has been finding both species widely dis

persed throughout the area, in several instances in flocks

of a dozen or nore. During January the Bluebirds continued

more cowaon than Robins.
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JANUARY SNOWIES Two of Them

On both Sunday and Monday, January 14 and 15, a Snowy Owl

was perched in a tree right beside the highway at Curry and
Guilderland Roads.

One took advantage of the chimney as a perch on the hone

of A. F. Grasso, 2520 .Barton itoad, on January 18.

1950. In Reverse

1950 was all mixed up, and usually wrong, weatherwise.

In the 8 months of February through September the tempera

ture was subnormal. The year's snowfall was 70 inches, 10

above normal.

January was the warmest in 17 years. In it were nine

days v/ith sleet or freezing rain.

February featured the third heaviest snow on local rec

ords. And it started the vogue for under-par temperatures.

Low mercury for the year — 10 below — was on a 1 larch

day. The month was the coldest l-arch on record.

April showers? The month was drier than usual. On the

13th and 14th snowfall amounted to 7k inches.
Llay frosts? Sure — one on the 8th.

Balmy June? V/ith a cloudburst on the 24th — an inch of

rain in just one hour in the afternoon.

• The thermometer never did get above 90 all year. On just

three days in July did it get even to the 90 mark.

August was even cooler, with a maximum of 86 decrees. And

it did have double tne usual anount of rain; it had 5 inches.

And so it went — all mixed up.

MALTA H03UJ5

Lifted from the Jan-Feb,1951, issue,
G.E. Llonogram; Barry Havens, editor:

MALTA ROBINSs Now that winter is would tlie" SIirel-V be dr»™ by suction
upon us and the birds have all gone lnt° **" roannK hlast from thc motor-
south, we are reminded that we never Top brass, middle brass, bottom brass,
did tell the story of the pair of robins e"g'"ecrs. firemen. stean.6tters, and
that nested at the rocket motor test '''^''shcd.v.s.tors from the army and

station at Malta. Ilavy a11 *"* thelr °Plnions as to what
should be done with thc robins. Finally

Well, it seems that these robins built a sheet-metal cover was made to fit over

their nest in the steel framework above the nest. In the test schedule was in-

one of the test pits. When a missile was scried a new item: "X minus 95 minutes,

installed at the pit, the nesl was less cover robins." And the test proceeded,

than ten feet from the business end of After the test a committee composed

thc motor. Pretty soon it would be of two rear admirals, a major general,

necessary to make a "hot" lest, and it and three brigadiers (total: nine stars)

was obvious that the young birds would inspected the nest and reported the

not be old enough to leave the nest young birds hungry but unharmed,

before the test. Yet, if they stayed where Soon they were learning to fly—and not

they were, they might be scared out by making near as much fuss about it as a

the terrific noise and flame, and they rocket does.

14



FEATHERS Fehruniy,19S1

OTHER CHRISTMAS COUNTS Unexpecteds. as Expected

There were two Sapsuckers, a Brown Thrasher and a Coot on
the Christnas Count of the Rockland County Audubon Society.

The totals were 56 species, and 4,724 individuals. There

were 42 observers in 11 teams. Duck population was low.

The Baldwin Bird Club, out on Long Island, came through
with 4,560 birds of 66 species. They had 22 observers in
five teams. There were 1500 Brant, 300 Red-wings, 200 Cow-

birds, 1 Cardinal, 3 Robins.

Rochester and Buffalo lists are not at hand, but they

both had high counts. Among Rochester's unexpecteds were

Carolina Wren, Pine Warbler, and Oregon Junco.

GOSHAVac NO PliST Says Pennsylvania

Very few Goshawks have been offered for bounty in Penn

sylvania in recent years, and their effect on Pennsylvania

wildlife is presently considered negligible. Payment of the

bounty on Goshawks is being discontinued. The state is,

however, paying bounties of $4 on red and grey foxes and $5
on Great Horned Owls. Incidentally, while not many Goshawks

were being turned in for bounty, many other hawks were in

the belief, or hope, they were Goshawks.

SPARR0V;S How Common?

How common are some of our summering species of Sparrows?

Isn't Henslow's Sparrow becoming increasingly widespread?

Is the Savannah Sparrow any more than' holding its own?

Do you see as many Vesper Sparrows as you formerly did?

Are the marshes, and their Swamp Sparrows, less numerous?

Is the Grasshopper Sparrow decreasing locally?

And what about the Towhee, Junco, and Chipping, Field,

White-throated, and Song Sparrows as summer residents in our

area today as compared with their populations five or ten

years ago?

Keeping more exact records about some of these species

should produce some results of general interest. V/ithout

doubt some of them are increasing, but others are failing.

VIKEOS Same Questions

We have the Red-eyed, Yellow-throated, and V/arbling Vi-

reos as summer residents and, in more restricted areas, the

Blue-headed.

Just as in the case of the Sparrows, referred to above,

these species are changing in their populations. Here again

some interesting counts can be made*

1950 RECORDS They're Needed Now

Frazer R. Turrentine, 110 Union Street, needs your 1950

bird records now, so the year's summary can be complete.

15
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Little Duck Which Went Whole Hog

.

The moral of the story depleted la photo above ft, of counia, some

time* our ejre* are bigger than our Aiotnach*. 'Game Protector Cbet

Griffith Is nhmvn holding an American Merganser duck, whtrh

ended up a Head duck irhen It tried to xwallotf ft 19 Inrh W»ll«y«

Pike TiiMday. Th« pike flIrked np Hi dontal fin on the ivay down

th#i durk'fi Mirnat and thfi fin bwrams' stuck in thf! duck's throat.

The oddity was found Tuesday by Warren WhU«, %ZU Vint nirtmt,

Curmnn, nfar the Fl*h Hnurw on f*ac»ndaffft Reservoir. Grlffltli

mM ihf- oddlt.v "hunpftis, hut not nfteu." It"* the first time li^'s

ae«n It arfinnri herft. Thf Irnguols Rod and Gun Huh will mount

thtr durk and Ilih as » to hong In IU tropby room.

SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1951
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CHRISTMAS IN GEORGIA Beatrice Sullivan

Why Georgia at Christmas time? There seemed to be three
good reasons. First, there was a vacation week coming to

us; second, it would be nioe and warm; and third, Alexander

Sprunt had assured us that the Golden Isles would furnish

excellent birding. Any idea of "nice and warm" vanished

when we woke up near Savannah and saw miles of frost-covered

fields — we were plunging into Georgia's worst cold spell

on record.

Our destination was St. Simons Island, eight miles and

five bridges off the mainland from Brunswick. Here we spent

the first days looking around, scouting possible birding

areas, and being entertained. It was decided the Christmas

Count would be taken Thursday. Thursday came, and what a

fog! We went shopping. Friday was not too much better, but

with a now-or-never air we went out, wrapped in all the

woolies we had with us, and wishing for more.

Myrtles Most Numerous

The census began right outside our door at Queen's Court.

The live oaks behind the house were full of Red-bellied

Woodpeckers, Mockingbirds, and Myrtle Warblers. These last

were the most numerous of all the birds on the islands; in

all we saw over three hundred. Across the way from the

house was a lane where the Robins practically took over. Of

course no southern landscape would be complete without the

Cardinal, and we had ours — eighteen of them. Also we were

happy to find seven Tufted Titmice. Next we headed toward

East Beach, past the field where we saw the Killdeer (we saw
one in almost every field), and past the old live oak at the
pier where twenty Boat-tailed Grackles made merry or miser

able, depending on how well you like their notes. The beach

itself was worth the whole trip. There were 221 Black Skim

mers standing on a sand barI There were Ring-billed Gulls

aplenty, some Herring, and three little Bonaparte's. Now

and then a Brown Pelican with his down-curving wings would

settle down out of the mist to stand on the bar. We waited

to see what all these birds would do when the ever-encroach-
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—-——— ing waters should cover their strip of

d v/ h

p

Uo^; ,^ drv sand« v/e *ad visions of those 200
1053FarkwoodBlvd. skimmers In the air at once, all flying

low, in perfect unison, black above and
white beneath. It was only a vision. The tide did not coma

that high. There were Terns, and one was a Caspian. Along
the beach there were Sanderlings, one of which played tag

with a dog.

More Bill than Bird

The fog was with us all this time. Suddenly there ap

peared something in it. At first it seemed more bill than

bird, but it stalked its solitary way along the distant sand

and gave us a splendid view. It was a Long-billed Curlew.

Incidentally, watch such a bird with a bill that long preen

its feathers — it has to pull back away from itself to do

it. But fascinating as the beach was, there were other

places with birds to count.

There was an interesting looking marsh, but it had just

one American Egret. Also there was a lake. At this latter

we became a safari, an expedition with all the children in

the neighborhood joining us. Here, in spite of all the hub

bub, we saw 13 Coot. One youngster remarked that they had

lots of fun shooting Coot. Asked if it wouldn't be better

to see them swim, he replied laconically, rtMore fun to see

•em float." Aye verily, there's conservation work to be

done in Georgia too.

We left our young friends and went on through the gray

afternoon toward Christ Church, where it had been suggested

we might find birds. This historic old section rewarded us

with some 150 3ed-wings.

Sea Island

V.'e crossed over to Sea Island where, through the kindness

of krs. Cate of the Cloister, we felt free to continue our

bird searching. Around the hotel we found Ground Doves,

Tree Swallows, Cedar Y/axwings, and 20 Florida Graokles al

ways ready to swoop down on anyone who even looked as if he

had his hand out to feed them. Also we saw the Eagle's

nest. No, not JSagle, for the nest is now occupied by a

Great Horned Owl who sits as smug and serene as if he had

done all the work of building himself.

The afternoon was now ending, as was the daylight, so we

stopped to total up the records. The count had been con

ducted Friday, December 29, on St. Simons and Sea Islands,

Georgia, by four people — ^"elle Van Vorst, Minnie Scotland

and Bea Sullivan of SBC and Edna Class, a guest,from 7:15

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. It was foggy all day, with no sun or

wind. V/e travelled four miles on foot and 25 in a car. The

18
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murky day, even in unfamiliar territory, gave us 51 species,

with a total of 1357 birds. Of course the provoking truth
is that throughout the week we actually saw 77 species, but

on census day the others just wouldn't be lured out to be

counted.

f SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS
| Mn. AlbertSacla, Fitld AcBvitiM Chairman

GULLS SCARCE. OTHERS TOO Upper Hudson. Jan. 1^.

The SBC field trip to the Upper Hudson on January 14 was

not quite a flop, but it was disappointing in terms of miss

ing expecteds and possibilities. The trip was not without

novelty, however. Perched on the ice at Lock 1, Champlain

Canal, was a white LIuscovy and two call ducks from some barn-

yard. Steve Fordhaia protested they were not Delmar birds.

Green Island provided the usual concentration of Black

Ducks and American Mergansers, with a few Golden-eyes and

Mallards. There were also two Song Sparrows near the shore.

But elsewhere the birds were scattered and few. Only 9 Her

ring Gulls, no Ring-bills, and no Goldfinches, Nuthatches or

Hairy Woodpeckers were recorded. There was one Chickadee.

One group saw a Flicker after the party broke up. The list

showed 15 species:

Mallard, 4; Black Duck, 500; American Golden-eye, 40;

American tierganser, 67; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Herring Gull, 9;
Flicker, 1; Downy 'Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 6; Crow, 500;
Black-capped Chickadee, 1; Starling; English Sparrow; Tree

Sparrow, 40 plus; Song Sparrow, 2* ~ Rudd Stone

if NEWS AND NOTES IN BRIEF,

THOSE HUDSON DUCKS AND GEESE Lost Reward

On the Christmas Count trip along the Hudson 31» the

counters first visited Tomhannock Reservoir, and went down

to the Hudson over a road to School 2, on the east shore a

little more than a mile above Lock 1. There were plenty of

ducks right there (there had been only a lone female Golden-
eye on the Tomhannock, which had but a small, very small,

pool open). Across the river three Snow Geese were suspi-
cioned - relatively large, white, but squatting on shore.

The scope showed the characteristic facial adornment of the

white l-Iuscovy duck, a barnyard variety. They were attribu

ted to the nearest faru.

Lock 1 was not visited until after the return from Still-

water. Then there was fun. There were several geese and

ducks on the ice just below the dam and in a small pool at
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the river bend. Right away an African goose was identified,
and then Call Ducks and Mallards. There were White Runners

and probably an Egyptian Goose — it had the build of the

Egyptian but was dark, with head markings rewinding one of a

oock Pheasant. In the pool two wavy-plumaged Sebastopol

Geese were swimming, and Toulouse Geese stood nearby.

Two weeks later, as recounted in Budd Stone1s field trip

report, some of the birds were still there.

On January 26 Ernest Geiser clipped an advertisement from
the Troy Record. It reads:

LIBERAL REWARD — Sebastapole, Toulouse

and African geese; Calls, Mallards,

Luscovy and White Runner Ducks, strayed

in Hudson River, Dec. 30th. Better

Bred Farms, R.F.D. No. 1, Waterford.

RECENT RECORDS Hermit. Longspurs

In late December and early January there was a Hermit

Thrush at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Butler, Algonquin

Road*

On a trip in a snowstorm on January 7 to lleadowdale, Rudd

Stone accounted for two Prairie Horned Larks, more than 20

Snow Buntings with 3 Lapland Lpngspurs, at rest at close

range.

CORRECTION Three Missed

The Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay and Crow should be added

to the list on page 94 of December, 1950, to give 31 species.

Thefe Were 193 Kinds of Birds on

SBC FIELD TRIPS - 1950

The 23 field trips scheduled by SBC during 1950 accounted

for 193 species — including such rarities as Blue Goose,

Caspian Tern, and Red-bellied Y/oodpecker, all at Llontezuma,

and the Turkey Vulture, Duck Hawk, Golden and Black-bellied

Plovers, White-ruiaped and Western Sandpipers, Philadelphia

Vireo, Worm-eating and Cerulean Warblers, and the Red and

White-winged Crossbills locally.

The Watkins Glen-Montezuma field trip, the only one be

yond the local 10-county boundaries, had 14 species not on

any of the local lists. The 10-county total of 179 species

was a new high — one more than the previous high of 178 in

1949. tlany out-of-season birds were recorded on the trips.

In the following table the page references in parentheses

indicate detailed trip reports in FEATHERS during 1950. Spe
cies shown in parentheses in the other table were recorded

only on the Watkins Glen-LIontezuma (State Federation) trip.
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A Upper Hudson, Tomhannock (p.11)
B Upper Hudson (p.24)
C Sunnyside, Scotia (p.29)
D Campbell-Schermerhorn Roads (p.30)
K Upper Hudson (p.30)

F Watervliet Reservoir (p.31]
G Toiahannock Reservoir (p.381
H Vischer Ponds (p.39)

I V/atkins Glen, Llontezuma (pp.35148)
J Central Park (p.45)
K. Evening Calls (p.46)

L Century Run (pp.49,96)
tl Llariaville Lake (p.47)
N Indian Ladder (p.47)
0 Karner's, Wide Waters (p.53)
P Helderberg Picnic (p.54)
Q, Berne Swaup (p.55)
R Niskayuna V/ide Waters (p.75)
S v/atervliet Reservoir (p.77)
T Lower Hudson Bus (pp.73,96)
U Vischer Ponds (p.94)
V Saratoga Lake (p.94)

Christinas Counts (p.l, 1951)

Jan.15

Feb.19
l'ar.11

19
26

Apr. 1

16

23
29-30

May 7

10

13
21

28

30

June 7
11

Jul.16
Aug.20

Sep.1?
Oct. 8

Nov.12

Dec.23,31

20

23
18

16

25
37
51
43

102

52

12

135
45
65
77
25
46
58

54
47
47

31
45

SPECIES

Comiaon Loon

Holboell's Grebe

Horned Grebe

Pied-billed Grebe

(Double-crested Cormorant)
Great Blue Heron

American Egret

Green Heron

Black-crowned Hitfht Heron

American Bittern

Least Bittern

Canada Goose

(Blue Goose)

Llallurd

Black Duck

(Gadwall)

Baldpate

Pintail

Green-winged Teal

31ue-winged Teal

(Shoveller)
Y.ood Duck

(Redhead)

Rin^-necked Duck

(Canvas-back)

Greater Scaup Duck

Lesser Scaup Duck

American Golden-eye

Buffle-head

Old-squaw

V/hite-winced Scoter

ABCD

ab

ab

a

a cd

ab

EFGH

g

g

g

ef

efKh

f h

f

f h

h

fgh

efKh

efKh

efg

g
h

IJKL

i

1

i

i 1

i

i 1

i 1

1 kl

i 1

1

i 1

i

i 1
i 1

i

i 1

i

1

MNOP

0

o

0

QRST

st

rst

rst

r t

rs

s

q t

rst

t

s

t

st

UVW

V

V

V

uv

u

u

u

u

u

u w

UVW

u

u

w

V

V
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SPECIES ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP OBST UTW

(Buddy Duck)

Hooded Merganser

American Llerganser

Red-breasted Lerganser

Turkey Vulture

Goshawk

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper's Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-shouldered iiawk

Broad-winged Hawk

Rounft-leeched Hawk

(Bald Eagle)

Llarsh Hawk

Osprey

Duck Hawk

Sparrow Hawk

Ruffed Grouse

Ring-necked Pheasant

Virginia Rail

Sora

Florida Gallinule

Coot

Killdeer

Golden Plover

Black-bellied Plover

Woodcock

V.'ilson's Snipe

Upland Plover

Spotted Sandpiper

Solitary Sandpiper

Greater Yellow-legs

Lesser Yellow-legs

White-ruiaped Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

Ited-backed Sandpiper

Western Sandpiper

rierring Gull

Sin*-billed Gull

(3onaparte's Gull)

(Cordon Tern)
(Caspian Tern)

{Black Tern)
L'ourning Dove

Great Horned Owl

Barred Owl

Whip-poor-will

Nighthawk

Chimney Swift

An by -throated Huramingbird

Belted Kingfisher

Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker

(Red-bellied V.'oodpecker)

abc

ab

abed

c

ab

ab

be

fg
efgh

g

efg

fi

g

h

f

efg

R

g

h

e gh

e h

efeh

f

f

fph
gh

i

i

i 1

i 1
i 1

i 1

i 1

ij 1

i

i 1

i 1

i 1

1

i kl

i

1

i 1

i 1

kl

i 1

1

i 1
1

1

1

i 1

i 1

i

i 1

1

kl

1

ij 1

ij 1

i

m

o

ia o

m

mno

0

o

0

0

o

o

iano

0

0

ran p

P

mn

n

q

t

q t

t

qr t

t

q
s

r

qr t

s

r

s

r

r

r t

qrst

qrs

q st

rst

qrst

w

vw

w

u w

w

w

w

u

u

uvw

uvw

u

V

u

u

u

uv

u

u

uvw

uvw

u w

w

u w
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SPECIES ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP OBST UW

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Hairy Woodpecker

Downy 7/oodpecker

Kingbird

Crested Flycatcher

Phoebe

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

Alder Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher

Wood Pewee

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Prairie Horned Lark

Tree Swallow

Bank Swallow

Rough-winged Swallow

Barn Swallow

Cliff Swallow

(Purple Martin)
Blue Jay

Crow
Black-capped Chickadee

V.'hite-breasted Nuthatch

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

House Wren

Winter Wren

Long-billed Marsh Wren

Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Robin

Wood Thrush

Hermit Thrush

Olive-backed Thrush

Veery

Bluebird

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

American Pipit

Cedar Waxwing

Northern Shrike

Starling

Yellow-throated Vireo

Blue-headed Vireo

Red-eyed Vireo

Philadelphia Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Black and White V/arbler

V/orm-eating Warbler

Golden-winged V/arbler

Tennessee V/arbler

Nashville Warbler

Parula V/arbler

Yellow V.'arbler

Magnolia V/arbler

cd

abed

b d

a cd

abed

abed

abed

b

ab

abed

efgh

fgh
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h

h

fgh

efgh
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f h

e
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h

h
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i 1

1
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i 1

ij 1
i 1

i 1

i 1

1

i

ij 1
ij 1

lj 1
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1
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j 1
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1

1
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iJ 1
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1

ij 1

j 1
j 1

j 1
j 1

,1 1
1

i 1

,1 1

n p
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n

mn p
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n

0
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0

0

m o

0

mno

mno

mno

mno

n
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0
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no

mnop

mnop
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p
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no

m

0

mnop
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mn
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0
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n
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n
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m

r t
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q s

qr t

r

s

s
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qrst

q s
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qrst
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rst

qrs

rst

qrst

qrst
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q

qrs

q t
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qrst

r
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s
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w

w
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u
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SPECIES ABCD EFGH IJKL WNOP QRST UTO

Cape May YJarbler

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Myrtle V/arbler

Black-throated Green Warbler

Cerulean Warbler

Blackburnian Warbler

Chestnut-sided V/arbler

Bay-breasted VJarbler

Black-poll V/arbler

Pine Warbler

Prairie VJarbler

Oven-bird

Northern Water-thrush

Louisiana Water-thrush

llourninp, VJarbler

Northern Yellow-throat

Yellow-breasted Chat

Wilson's VJarbler

Canada Warbler

American Redstart

English Sparrow

Bobolink
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ALGONQUIN PARK, RAVEN TERRITORY By™ T. Hippie, h.

Algonquin Provincial Park lies about 170 miles north of

Toronto and occupies about 2700 square miles of forest,

lakes, and rivers. Only one highway passes through the

park, and that cuts through only a small section of the

southwestern portion. The northern section of the park is

transected by the Canadian National Railroad. Large areas

of the park are reached only by canoe, the many lakes and

streams facilitating oanoe travel throughout the park.

Not being up to tripping by canoe, yet wishing to get as

far into the park as possible away from the one highway, we

selected the camp located farthest in( yet still accessible

by automobile — over a single-lane road ten miles through

the woods. We arrived at the eastern gateway to the park,

driving from Ottawa on August 22, 1950. No sooner had we

driven a few miles within the park proper than we stopped to

watch our first Raven, busily tugging at the remains of a

small ""•'"'Hi by the roadside. Slowly we drove up opposite
and had an excellent opportunity to observe this new (for
us) bird at no greater distance than the width of the high-

-1 way. Of course it

was not until the

Raven had reluctant

ly recognized our

presence and retired

into the scrub growth

Syracuse

J to chide each other

i for not having remem-

j§ bered the camera —
•1 which we had so care

fully kept accessi

ble earlier, just in

case we had suoh a

chance for a good

shot. But our inter-

»ehen« ©>• est and anticipation

Tver® were sharpened by the

AfeanP % encounter.



Scheaectady Bird Club, Inc. On arrival at Camp Wnnising on Burnt

GuyBartlett Editor Island Lake, after an hour's drive over

1053FferkwoodBlvd. the private road from the highway, we
^—=«=^=—™ started "hunting." One of the daughters

of the proprietor, learning of our interest in birds, gave

us many good leads. She told us that reoently a pair of

Arctic Three-toed Woodpeckers had been nesting in a tamarack

and spruce grove near an old beaver dam. So off we went in

search. For the next several days we "beat the bushes," and

our efforts were finally rewarded by an excellent view of

the male not more than several hundred yards from camp.

Some Not Found

Thereafter we concentrated our efforts on attempting to

locate Brown-capped Chiokadees, which had been seen in the

vicinity, but without success. We had the same lack of suc-

oess with the Canada Jay — a resident of the park. But our

results otherwise were, we felt, well worth the effort; we

"picked up" many Warblers we had missed in the spring. The

Loons on the lake offered a continuing source of interest

(the expression, if such it may be called, of a Loon which,
after diving, came up within ten yards of our canoe one eve

ning was something to behold).

Birds were not the only wildlife. Beaver were plentiful

about the lake (try paoing one in a canoe for exercise);
deer were quite tame; the black bears raided the dump behind

the camp every evening; we surprised mink fishing in the

weeds at the head of a lake. And fishing was the main at

traction — for all but us.

We Weren't Understandable

When we evinced no interest in the fishing, it was appar

ent others could not understand why we would come so far for

no apparent reason — that is, no reason apparent to them.

Yet, within several days we were being posted on what birds

others had seen during the day; were being given descrip

tions to pin a name to; and were finding a general awakening

of interest by all in the birds around the camp.

It was with regret we had to leave. In fact, we did re
vamp our schedule to squeeze in a few days more than we had

originally planned. On our way out, our last addition to

our list swooped across the road before us and landed in the

woods nearby to give us a good look — at a Barred Owl.

More time and better weather would undoubtedly have added

to the list we marshalled. Despite several days of rain,

and much cloudy and cold weather, our list had 43 species:

Common Loon, Great Blue Heron, American Merganser, Spot

ted Sandpiper, Herring Gull, Barred Owl, Whip-poor-will,
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Yellow-bellied

Sapsueker, Hairy Woodpecker, Dovmy Woodpecker, Arctic Three-
toed Woodpecker.

Kingbird, Wood Pewee, Raven, Blue Jay, Black-capped
Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, V/inter Y/ren,

Robin, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar YJaxwing, Red-eyed Vireo.

Black and White Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Parula War-

bler, Magnolia Yfarbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Myrtle

Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler,

Chestnut-sided Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Oven-bird,

Canada Warbler, American Redstart.

Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Slate-colored

Junco, Chipping Sparrow, and Lincoln's Sparrow.

t SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS
Ma. AlbttSacfa, Field Aclivitii Chairman

BARROWS. AND THE SHERIFF Upper Hudson, Feb. 18

During the SBC field trip of Sunday, February 18, along

the upper Hudson, many of the group added the Barrow*s Gol

den-eye to their life-lists. Two of these rare birds were

found in a concentration of about 200 American Golden-eyes.

The birds were easily picked out by the darkness which ex

tended further down the sides and by the crescent, instead

of a spot, before the eye. The birds were seen and observed

at leisure by all. Both were males. There is the possibi

lity there may have been females, but none could be picked

out.

Also interesting was a check-up by the sheriff's patrol

while we made out the check-list. Identifications of all

were taken by the officer. The party hit the jack-pot in

being reported to the police some 15 tines. 3irders may exr

pect similar experiences in many other areas; people are on

the watch to protect the homefront. — Donald Tucker

SIGNS OF SPRING Collins Lake. March 11

A dozen members of SBC arrived at Sunnyside and Saratoga

Hoads March 11, anxious to see what birds this locale of

fered at this season. As a promising start, a flock of 25

Herring Gulls flew over our meeting place, and the notes of

Robin and Red-wing were heard.

We covered the swamp area of Collins Lake outlet first

and saw two Sparrow Hawks, four Robins, 12 Hed-wings, three

Grackles, four Fox Sparrows, and more Herring Gulls. At the

lake outlet itself were seen in addition one Kingfisher and

several Song Sparrows. Continuing the trip along the vil

lage portion of Sunnyside Road and the Lake Hill property

there were one Hairy Woodpecker loudly announcing his pre

sence nearby, six Dovmy Woodpeckers, six Juncos, five Gold

finches, two Blue Jays, and tv/o Chickadees. On return, par-
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ties followed both the upper bank and shore of Collins Lake,

adding to the list four White-breasted Nuthatches and two

Brown Creepers. Some members risked mild injury trying to

discover and catch a glimpse of the Winter Wren seen earlier

in the morning by Don Tucker. The final observations were

made along the Mohawk River, Riverside Avenue section, where
we all saw the well-known local Rough-legged Hawk soaring

and hovering over the General Electric stacks. Crows were

seen in numbers on the island, and there were the ever-pre

sent Starlings and English Sparrows.

The sun refused to come out and warm us very much, but a

good trip was had by all. Signs of spring such as the co

lorful shoots of skunk cabbage gave promise of more exciting

birding in the near future. — Nellie Silliman

SINGING IN THE RAIN Rlce-Schermerhorn, March 24

Eight enthusiasts turned up under lowering overcast skies

on this Saturday morning, March 24« Vfe had not even started

when sprinkling commences and Nelle Van Vorst decided to

keep her dentist's appointment and left the party. The rest

of us were hopeful that the sprinkles would not become a

downpour, and set out for the Poentic 1-arshes. Here we

flushed two newly arrived male Wood Ducks and some Black

Ducks. Part of a Winter V/ren song was heard. Llany Red-

winga and Song Sparrows were singing strongly despite the

rain, because of the mildness and absence of wind. Several

Cock Pheasants strode out into the open meadow near the

pumping station, where they could be plainly seen. Several

Cowbirds gurgled from high treetops. Killdeers flew about

calling, seemingly stimulated by the all-pervading moist-

ness. Several groups of Cedar VJaxwings were closely exam

ined for Bohemian Waxwings — none found.

Perhaps the most interesting sight of the trip was anong

the cedars along Gordon Road, where three rain-bespattered

sparrows skulked in a low thicket, probably not much inter

ested in three also rain-bespattered people peering at them

through foggy bihocs. Two were Fox Sparrows, and the other

a White-throated Sparrow. Both species were singing. This

was most interesting in the Uhite-throat, which is not nor

mally due here until the third week in April. 3o this was

most likely a specimen which wintered not too far from Sche-

nectady. Both are occasional in winter in this area.

The trip was utterly drenched to an untimely conclusion

at only 10:30 a.m. In addition to the 24 species recorded

during the "official" trip another 11 species were observed

in the area before and after then. — Rudd atone

FORTY-TWO SPECIES For These Three Trips

The three trips narrated above accounted for 42 species.

Records shown in parentheses are those of birds seen before

or after the regular trips. The list compiled by the Field

Trip comiaittee shows:
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Mallard
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REaNT SBC RECORDS-

WINTER ORIOLE Our First

A strange bird was making the rounds of the feeding sta

tions in Ballston Lake during February. After a few unsuc

cessful attempts by SBC groups the bird was finally seen in

mid-February — it was a Baltimore Oriole in the dull plu

mage of the female. Ho previous local winter records for

such a bird are at hand.

ALBINISTIC WASHING Tame

For about a week in early February a crested white bird

was reported along Dean Street, usually feeding on mountain

ash. It turned out to be an albinistic Cedar Waxwing — al-

binistic rather than albino because it was not completely

white and it had normal eyes.

Yellow is one of the last colors lost. This bird showed
considerable yellow — as a tail band and as a light wash

along its sides. Its red waxlike wing decorations were also

seen. The white was grayish, and its shoulders showed dark

er. It was with a small flock of normal Cedar V/axwings. Ob

servers generally reported the bird as larger than the rest,

but this seemed in error. It was not as active as the rest
of the flock, remaining motionless in the mountain ash much

of the time and permitting close approach. While the other

Waxwings kept their feathers slicked down, the albinistic

one generally was fluffed out — perhaps to conserve heat
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since the normal color would probably be better insulation.

Being fluffed out uost of the tine, it would appear larger.

The mountain ash berries disappeared by Lincoln's Birth

day — there were Purple Finches, a wintering Robin, and

other birds also feeding on them. Thereupon the V/axwings

also disappeared. Within a few days the albinistic bird was

again reported, along with its normal companions; this time

for a few days along Lenox Road.

SNOV.T IN ALBANY Roofer

Snowy Owls have not been plentiful this winter, as they

were in the winter of 1949-50. Occasional individuals, how

ever, have turned up in this area. It was our good fortune

to see one of these on February 3-

It was a cold and cloudy day, with the temperature near

20°, not the kind of a day usually associated with good
birding. As we drove down Quail Street in Albany, approach

ing Clinton Avenue, we saw two birds diving toward a nearby

rooftop. Following their line of flight, we saw a Snowy Owl

perched atop a building, bristling in defiance. His attack

ers flew rapidly off before they could be identified, but

the owl remained on the roof for some time while a crowd

gathered to see it. It was a rather dirty owl, perhaps in

dicating that it had been flying around a smoky area before

it settled on the roof. — Llarjorie and Allen Benton

(The Bentons did -not identify the attacking birds in

their report, but thought they were Duck Hawks. Reali

zing the uncommon occurrence of these hawks around Al

bany, they did not like to identify the birds under the

circumstances without binoculars. However, Duck Hawks

have been recorded on several occasions in winter in

Albany, usually after pigeons. — G.B. )

ARCTIC WOODPECKERS Again. Ballston Lake

A pair of Arctic 'Voodpeckers were seen in late January

and early February at Ballston Lake, usually in late after

noon on trees near one of the lakeside homes.

UNCOLIi.ION GULLS Black-backed. Iceland

Five Great Black-backed Gulls were recorded along the

Hudson at Castleton by Don Tucker on Inarch 11. A half dozen

of them were seen at the ftiskayuna wide waters by Guy Bart-

lett in late afternoon on Llarch 18; they were in full adult

plumage, and there may have been imniature-plumaged ones in

the flock of 200 or more gulls there. The Black-backed, in

cidentally, is becoming increasingly common up the Hudson

and through the state.

An Iceland Gull was found by Rudd Stone along the river

at the Gateway Bridge on Llarch 19. Later in the day he and
Don Tucker saw it again, llore details about this record are

scheduled for a later issue of FEATHERS.
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THRES GOSHAWKS One Killed

There are Goshawk records of one seen this winter at Sco

tia, one at Loudonville, and one shot at Ravena. It was

given to Game Protector Chester Griffith and in turn to

State College. Its stomach was empty.

EARLY FOX SPARROVJS March 10

Not record-setting but still early were Fox Sparrows on

Dr. Scotland's class field trip of March 10 in Albany.

NEW NAMES FOR OLD FRIENDS

It is probably a sign of laziness on the part of the edi

tor, but this story can most easily be told by swiping the

text from The Goshawk, publication of The Genesee Ornitho

logical Society, HoChester,Apr-May issue, 1950. llinor al

terations have been made, so the item is not in quotes. And

the table on the next page is more original, showing changes

to be made in the check-list as published by S B C.

A revised nomenclature has been announced by the editors

of Audubon Field Notes (Vol. IV, Ko. 1, Feb., 1950; Vol. IV,
No. 4, Aug., 1950) which will be used henceforth in that
publication. The revision involves common or vernacular

names of species which may be used without reference to sub

species. This is designed to prevent the confusion and in

accuracy caused by observers in different parts of the coun

try referring to a species by the subspecific name which

they think should represent it in their particular part of

the country. A case in point is our use of the name North

ern Yellowthroat. The new name is Common Yellowthroat,

which includes all the different races such as Northern,

Maryland, Florida, etc.

It is expected that these changes will appear in the 5th

edition of the AOU Checklist now in preparation. They are
intended to fill the gap pending publication of the new

Checklist, which unfortunately does not appear to be forth

coming in the near future. Some of the change's seem rather

hard to take and undoubtedly will cause some initial confu

sion. Many of the older birders have already gone through
the effort of changing from Solitary to Blue-headed Vireo,

and now they must change back again. A beginner using both

Pough and Peterson's handbooks and referring to Audubon

Field Notes can get himself in a very pretty kettle of fish
with the Crackles. To most eastern birders it will come

hard to say and think Traill's instead of Alder Flycatcher.

In the interests of uniformity, FEATHERS will use the new

names, conforming to the practice of the others. In the

list which follows, major changes have been indicated by #.
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THE OLD (SBC Check-list)

Holboell's Grebe

American Brant

Greater Snow Goose

Red-legged Black Duck)

Common Black Duck )

Baldpate

Greater Scaup Duck

Lesser Scaup Duck

Duck Hawk
Coot

Semipalmated Plover

Golden Plover

Woodcock

Upland Plover

Knot

Great Horned Owl

Nighthawk

Flicker

Arctio Three-toed Wdpckr.

Amer. Three-toed Woodpecker

Phoebe

Alder Flycatcher

Wood Pewee

Northern Horned Lark)

Prairie Horned Lark )
Canada Jay

Eastern Crow

Acadian Chickadee
Robin

Gray-cheeked Thrush)

Bicknell's Thrush )
Bluebird

American Pipit

Northern Shrike

Migrant Shrike

Starling

Blue-headed Vireo

Western Palm Warbler)
Yellow Palm Warbler )
Northern Water-thrush
Louisiana Water-thrush

Northern Yellow-throat

Wilson*s Warbler

English Sparrow

Meadowlark

Red-wing

Bronzed Graokle

Cowbird

Redpoll

Eastern Goldfinch
Red-eyed Towhee

Tree Sparrow
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THE NEW (Audubon Field Notes)

# Red-necked Grebe
Brant

Snow Goose (no subspecies)
Black Duck (Red-legged subspe

cies dropped, few years ago)
# American Widgeon

Greater Soaup

Lesser Soaup

# Peregrine Falcon
American Coot

# Ringed Plover
American Golden Plover

American Woodcook

# Upland Sandpiper
# Red Knot
Horned Owl

Common Nighthawk

# Yellow-shafted Flicker
# Arctic Woodpecker

Three-toed Woodpecker
Eastern Phoebe

# Traill's Flycatcher
Eastern V/ood Pewee

Horned Lark (no subspecies)

# Gray Jay
American Crow

# Brown-capped Chickadee
American Robin

Gray-cheeked Thrush (Bick-
nell's is subspecies)

Eastern Bluebird

# Water .Pipit
# Gray Shrike
# Loggerhead Shrike

Common Starling
# Solitary Vireo
Palm Warbler (subspecies)

Northern Waterthrush (no hyphj
Louisiana Waterthrush(no hyph
Common Yellowthroat (no hyph.

# Black-capped Warbler
House Sparrow

Eastern Meadowlark

Red-winged Blackbird

# Purple Grackle
# Brown-headed Cowbird

Common Redpoll (includes Hol
boell's and Greater)

American Goldfinch
Eastern Towhee

American Tree Sparrow
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SCHENECTADY BIRD CLUB INC. WILL BE THE

HOST MAY 24-25 AT 1952 CONVENTION OF

FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS

Samuel R. Madison

The Federation of New York State Bird Clubs, of which our

own Soheneotady Bird Club,, Inc., is a charter member, will

will hold its fifth annual convention at Soheneotady May 24

and 25, 1952. SBC is in charge of the arrangements as host.

The fourth annual convention of the Federation was held

at Buffalo April 7 and 8. The meeting of the Federation

Council, Saturday morning in the library of the Buffalo Mu

seum of Science, was attended by 26 delegates. The dele
gates of Sohenectady Bird Club, Inc., were Nelle G. VanVorst

and Samuel R. Madison, with Dr. Minnie 3. Scotland and Bea

trice Sullivan as alternates.

The application of the Blue Heron Audubon Society of Long

Island for affiliation with the Federation was approved by

the Council, which also favorably acted upon 153 individual

memberships. Professor Hazel R. Ellis, chairman of the Com

mittee on Publications and Hesearoh, reported in favor of a

survey of the Warblers in the Adirondack iiountains area, and

for further research in regard to Hawk flights in the Cen

tral New York region during both the spring and autumn mi

grations. She expressed the need for further data to deter
mine if a substantial number of Hawks migrate through this

region. It is believed that research may show that there

are many flights in this area, especially along the high

ridges near Pompey. The report was approved by the oouncil.

Walter Elwood of Amsterdam, chairman of the Conservation

Committee, reported that the Federation had been successful

in opposing the bill which would remove the Snowy Owl from

the list of protected birds. He also reported that a bill
establishing a three-year closed season on the Wood Duck,

which had the Federation's support, passed in the Senate but

failed to go through the Assembly, tlr. Elwood expressed
concern over the adoption of the new law authorizing the
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—-—--■ —-rr— Conservation Department to authorize the

destruotion by any person of birds or

quadrupeds whenever they become "a nui

sance * * * or a threat to public health
or welfare." After discussion, it was decided that the Con

servation Committee should observe the administration of

this law by the Conservation Department.

Vice President Eugene Eisemann reported that the Federal

Fish and Wild Life Service had issued regulations allowing

the shooting of Brant and Snow Geese along the Atlantic JTly-

way. It was decided that the Conservation Committee should

study this and take whatever action it deemed necessary.

it was suggested by tt. Everest Clements, a delegate of

Genesee Ornithological Society, Rochester, that the Federa

tion join the New York State Conservation Council. This

suggestion was supported by several of the delegates but was

opposed by others, including Scheneotady. After a spirited

discussion a motion was adopted directing the President to

appoint a committee of the officers of the Federation, the

members of the Conservation Committee and three others, to

study the proposal to join the State Conservation Council

and to report next year.

Kingbird Needs Support

A budget proposed by the Finance Committee, authorizing

the expenditure of $120 to meet the expenses of the standing
committees and officers, with a reserve of $80, was approved,

Allan S. Klonick, editor of The Kingbird, reported that

the cost of printing 2,000 copies of the first issue was

#362, and the cost of printing 1,000 copies of the second

issue was $220. Ee expressed the opinion that, if the Fed
eration attained an individual membership of 500, the ex

penses of publishing The Kingbird would be met. It was de

cided that the next number of The Kingbird would be limited

to 500 copies and that all delegates and affiliated clubs

would make a serious effort to increase the individual mem

bership of the Federation. The membership fee is $2 a year,

and it is expected that six copies of The Kingbird will be

published yearly. Lliss Van Vorst and the writer will care

for local applications.

Eisemann Named President

Officers elected for the year beginning January 1, 1952

are:

President, Eugene Eisemann, Linnaean Society of Hew York

Vice President, Harold D. Mitchell, Buffalo Audubon Society
Corresponding Secretary, Louise Heifer, Watkins-llontour

Bird Club
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Recording Secretary, Albert .Fudge, Chemung Valley Audubon

Society
Treasurer, Alice B. English, Sassafras Bird Club, Amsterdam

Dr. Gordon M. Meade of the Genesee Ornithological Society,

Dr. Minnie B. Scotland of the Schenectady Bird Club, inc.,

and Professor Hazel R. Ellis of Keuka Park Conservation Club

were elected as nominating committee for the 1952 convention.

Trips and Papers

Various field trips were conducted for those who did not

attend the council meeting Saturday morning. The after

noon's program consisted of a paper session and a discussion

panel. Papers were read by Arthur Schaffner, Buffalo Ornith

ological Society; Donald Bieber, Genesee Ornithological So

ciety; Bernard Nathan, Buffalo Ornithological Society; Eu

gene Eisemann, and Dr. Gordon M. Meade. It is expected that

most of these papers will be published in early issues of

The Kingbird. Clark S. Beardslee of Buffalo Ornithological

Society acted as moderator for the discussion on projects

for bird clubs. Many interesting ideas for possible activi

ties of clubs were discussed. Members of the panel were

H. Everest Clements, Walter JSlwood, Dr. Walter M. Spofford

of Syracuse, and Winston W. Brockner of Buffalo Ornithologi

cal Society, the outgoing Federation president.

The fourth annual banquet of the Federation was held Sat

urday evening at the Hotel Markeen. Clark Beardslee acted

as toastmaster. After short addresses by President Brockner

and President-elect Eisemann, Robert Hermes of Buffalo showed

his very interesting photographs of bird life on islands in

Canada, principally in the St. Lawrence River.

The second day of the convention was devoted to an inter

national field trip.

BUFFALO PROMISED, AND HAD, SWANS AND GEESE

Nelle G. Van Vorst

As the sun rose like a large orange-red disk on Sunday,

April 8, more than a hundred people were making ready for

the Federation field trip. The warm spring days which pre

ceded the trip caused some disappointing movement of the

birds — the Oregon Junco and many of the Whistling Swans

left the area.

In groups of six or seven cars, parties left for Peaoe

Bridge. Once on Canadian soil they headed directly to Erie

.Beach, where the first view of Whistling Swans was enjoyed.
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Along with the Swans were a few Golden-eyes and Red-breasted

Llergansers.

The trip continued along the Niagara River, which was

choked with ice floes. A flock of about 500 Bonaparte Gulls

in all stages of plumage was near the bridge. The birds

were riding on the ice, but never under the bridge. One

lone gull stood like a sentinel on a small piece of ice;

some larger pieces of ice were thickly populated, looking

like a small Gull Island. These graceful, small gulls —

somewhat Tern-like — afforded a fine chance to observe the

different plumages. The flock was carefully scanned for

other small gulls, but none was seen.
i ■

The drive continued along the river, but few species of

ducks were found although several pairs of brilliant Buffle-

heads, a female Canvasback, and some Scaups were seen.

Niagara Falls. Winter-cloaked

A short pause was made at Niagara Falls to enjoy the won

der in its last stages of winter*s cloak of ice, and to look

over the many gulls. After a quick scan someone spotted a

white-winged gull; further study revealed a Kumlein's stand

ing in perfeot light. Everyone had plenty of time to study

it as it stood fixed and then turned and faced the opposite

direction.

The leader of the convoy of cars hurried to Rainbow

Bridge, where the Hamiltonians met the combined groups of

birders. A short drive on Goat Island in the bright sun

shine was made, but nothing unusual was found.

Proceeding on their way, the observers arrived at the fa

mous "sinks" where so many waterbirds stop on migration.

«ow the many Hawks — Marsh, Red-tailed, Red-shouldered,

Sharp-shinned, and Turkey Vultures — lured the folks to

stop many times to make sure of their identifications.

Traveling several miles through the country, where the

many cultivated fields were covered with water and hundreds

of Gulls and Ducks were feeding, the crowd realized it was

lunch-time.

Two station wagons awaited the arrival of the birders,

with box lunches and hot coffee. A grand, sunny field, a

little higher than most of the fields, was chosen as the

place for the picnic stop. Everyone ate and watched the

Gulls, Swans and Ducks in the sink directly below; Bluebirds,

Cowbirds, Horned Larks, Killdeer and other birds interrupted

the lunch several times.

The usual picture-taking was enjoyed by many, and then on

to the next stop — Stafford's Pond in Oak Orchard Swamp.
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Looking ahead as they approached the Geese-filled ponds,

they could hardly believe that most of the birds were Canada
Geese. The spot was ideal, a hill overlooking the ponds,

light perfect, no leaves on the trees to interfere, and dis

tance not too great. Here i».O cars and about 200 people all

gathered, focusing their glasses and telescopes to study

the birds.

G-eese by the Thousands

One lone Blue Goose was spotted, as well as some Coot and

Ruddy Ducks among the hundreds of Geese. As the people were

trying to tear themselves away someone called "Look in the

air!"

Great flocks in V formations were headed into the ponds

after feeding during the day in nearby ponds and sinks. A

count of 8,000 Canada Geese was estimated.

The grand finale of the day had come, and the enthusias

tic Schenectady Bird Club members had to say "Adieu" and

start their long journey home.

Only some of the species seen have been mentioned. The

Schenectadians1 list of 45 kinds is included in the compos

ite list of Recent Field Trips, page 39.

SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS

GREAT BLACK-BACKS Saratoga-Round. Apr. 1

Although mild weather had been prevalent, ice remained in

both Hound and Saratoga Lakes, for the most part. At Round

Lake, except for open water in the swampy places, complete

cover existed except near the hydroplane dock. A few Her

ring Gulls, with one or two Ring-bills, and several American

llergansers and Golden-eyes were found at this spot.

At Saratoga Lake a few open spots were found near Brov.n's

Beach and where pressure cracks had formed during the winter.

For the most part American Ilergansers, Golden-eyes, Ring-

necks, a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers and a Pied-billed

Grebe were found in these spots.

Open water, with a large concentration of Ducks, Geese

and Gulls was found nearer the outlet end of the lake. The

concentration at this point enabled us to build up a size

able list, both in individuals and species. Probably the

five Great Black-backed Gulls were the most interesting for

the day. Forty-eight species were recorded for the official

trip. A car load returning via Ballston Lake added three

other species — Broad-winged Hawk, 1-Iourning Dove, and the

female Baltimore Oriole that had wintered. Leon A. Wiard

37



FEATHERS May,1951

A GOLDEN EAGLE V/atervliet Reservoir. April 8

The April 8 scheduled trip to Watervliet Reservoir, llea-

dowdale Marshes and vicinity iaore than fulfilled expecta

tions. The weather was mild and sunny, with a light south

erly breeze. The nine members of the group chalked up a to

tal of 43 species, and that without the variety of waterfowl

that night have been expected. Apparently high water at the

reservoir discouraged much variety in the Ducks to be found.

But the weather seemed favorable for Hawks, of which four

species were recorded.

A high point of the trip occurred in the sighting of a

large hawk, the precise identification of which led to much

consultation and reference to 'authorities.* At first ten

tatively labelled a xtough-legged I dark phase), the totally

dark undersides coupled with a view of the upper surface

displaying a white tail edged with a distinctly black band

when the bird wheeled led to a reconsideration and final

classification as a Golden Eagle.

On the walk from the gravel pits back into the woods be

hind the reservoir two Pileated Woodpeckers were seen. The

birds flew across a meadow below the high bank along which

the path ran, so that all were afforded an unobstructed view

from above.

After covering the area around the reservoir, the group

went to the Lleadowdale Marshes in the hope of finding Ducks

there. Although a few more species were added at this point,

no Ducks were to be found. — Byron T. Hippie, Jr.

EARLY SPOTTY Tomhannock-Tamarack, April 15

The weather helped none at all on this trip — it was

cold and it was windy, and Tomhannock was choppy. It rained

part of the time, and was cloudy the rest.

Four pairs of Hing-necked Ducks were rather tame. They

were easily studied at close range — even the ring-neck

could be seen.

A flock of 29 Canada Geese flew high overhead to the

north, over the Tamarack area. The V apparently passed up

'x'oiahannock — no Geese were seen there.

Small owl pellets were found in the evergreens at one of

the points on Tomhannock, but remained unidentified as to

species.

The only Gull of the day was not seen during the trip, but

at the Troy bridge on the return trip.

The Spotted Sandpiper set a new early arrival date.

SEVENTY-EIGHT SPECIES On Four Trips

The three trips chronicled above accounted for 69 species.
3uffalo, ex-territorial, accounted for nine more. Records

shown in parentheses are those of birds seen before or after

the regular trips. The list compiled by the Field Trip Com
mittee shows:
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Common Loon

Horned Grebe

Pied-billed Grebe

Whistling Swan

Canada Goose

Blue Goose

Mallard

Black Duck

Amer.Widgeon

Pintail

Wood Duck

Ring-necked Duck
Canvas-back

Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup

Amer. Golden-eye

Buffle-head

Ruddy Duck

Hooded Merganser

Amer. Merganser

Red-br. Merganser

Turkey Vulture

Sharp-shinned Hk.

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-should. Hawk

Broad-winged Hk.

Golden Eagle

Marsh Hawk

Osprey

Sparrow Hawk

Ruffed Grouse

Pheasant

Virginia Rail

Coot

Killdeer

Spotted Sandpiper

Gr.Blk-back.Gull

Kumlein's Gull(hy
Herring Gull

Ring-billed Gull
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A RARE WHITE GULL VISITS SCHENECTADY Rudd Stone

The Ioeland Gull is native to the far north and cold

rocky seacoasts, and is rare at best inland. It is also
called "White-winged Gull" because it is one of few species

of Gulls with the wings almost pure white. This serves to

distinguish it at a glance from our common Herring and Ring-

billed Gulls, which have the upper wing surface a uniform

gray and black wing tips.
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Another species very similar to the Ioeland is the Glau

cous Gull, equally rare in our area. The latter is usually

notioeably larger, but otherwise identical except for a much
larger bill, the best mark of distinction. First-year Ice

land and Glaucous Gulls are a uniform, mottled tan brown, an

equally distinctive plumage.

Our best chance to see these Gulls is from December to

Maroh. Even then they are rarely seen, and not every year.

So every winter concentration of Gulls should be carefully

combed over for possible individuals of these and other rare

speoies of Gulls.

On Maroh 19 I was most fortunate to find an Iceland Gull

amidst 100 of our common species in the corn stubble meadow

near the corner of Washington and Schonowe Avenues, Scotia.

While he stood out at rest, he was unmistakeable in flight,

where the utter whiteness of his wings out to the very slen

der tips contrasted with the gray mantle and black tips of

nearby Herring and Ring-billed Gulls. He broke off from the

main bunch and flew over the Gateway Bridge, where he was

lost from view near the Van Curler Hotel.

I got Don Tucker out and we crossed the bridge in an ef

fort to find him. We finally spotted him on a backwater of

the Mohawk River at Rioe Road. The last we saw of him was

as he flew back towards the original spot. This was between

5 and 5:30 p.m. But although the area was searched the next

two days, this Ioeland Gull was not seen since locally to my

knowledge.

There is a record for this species on the Hudson below

Meohanioville February 20, 1949. Both were second-year

birds with blackish tips to the small, slender bills. Both

were notioeably smaller than the associated Herring Gulls.

Both had smaller bills than the Herrings, the bill of the

latter being about the size of that of the Glaucous. Prior

to 1949 the last locally recorded Iceland was 61 years ear
lier. An Iceland Gull was also seen on the Mohawk near

Crescent by the Hippies about February 10, 1950.

Recent records for the Glaucous Gull have included one at

Saratoga Lake March 27, 1949 (SBC Field Trip); one at the

•Crescent bridge by Ernest Geiser January 29, 1950; and one

at Cohoes by ilisses Scotland and Van Vorst February 5, 1950.

Another locally uncommon species, the Great Black-backed

Gull, occurs here in March of most years. This March, and

April, seems to have brought more Black-backs than usual to

our area. The Tuckers found five on the Hudson at Castleton

on March 11; there were several on the Llohawk at Kiskayuna

March 18; one with the Iceland Gull just described; and sev
eral at Saratoga Lake on the occasion of the SBG field trip

of April 1.
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RAIN - AND 140 SPECIES - FOR CENTURY RUN

Reports Show That, Despite Low Ceiling and Precipitation, Lists Can Be Good If

Wind Is Not Objectionable — Five Added to Composite Total, Making

That Figure 192 in All — Purple Martin Finally Included / Double-crested

Cormorant, White-winged Scoter, Ringed Plover, Short-eared Owl Also

Nell. G. Van Vont

May 12, the day selected in December of 1950 for the Cen

tury Run of 1951, proved to be a questionable day. However,
the plans had been made, and they must go through. Friday's

skies had poured much rain on this area. At 3 a.m., when

some groups started, it did not rain and the temperature was

mild. Even at 3 o'clock there were birds to be heard, even

though they remained unidentified — migrating warblers and

other small birds.

The birds awoke as usual with a Song Sparrow trying his

voice at 3:45 a.m., and an Oven-bird calling at 4 a.m. Soon
after 4 the symphony started, when the sun should have ap

peared in the east — there were songs, but no sun. The

temperature ranged from 40 to 60 degrees but there was not a

constant rise; it grew colder during the day. The showers

throughout the afternoon terminated with a heavy downpour

about 6 p.m. A beautiful sunset lured the observers to

spend the evening in quest of their hundredth bird, if that

had not already been found. The minimum breezes of the day

helped build up the lists.

140 Kinds. Five of Them New

In the total list of 140 speoies for the day were five

additions to the composite list: Double-crested Cormorant,

White-winged Scoter, Semipalmated or Ringed Plover, Purple

Martin, and Short-eared Owl. The grand total of species for

all local Century Runs is now 192, including four species on

pre-1935 records only.

Parts of Albany, Greene, Saratoga, Sohenectady, Renssel-

aer, and Washington Counties were covered by the 11 groups

of 26 participants. As usual, there were some conspicuous
misses — the Nighthawk, Upland Sandpiper, and Winter Wren.

Purple Martins were at home at Saratoga; they were the
special mission of Beatrice Sullivan. Strange to say, all
but three of the groups recorded Red Crossbills — in Wash
ington Park, Albany, at the Delmar Game Farm, and Jenny Lake.

It was the first time these northern birds had appeared on
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, Bchenectady Bird Club, Inc. tne Century List since 1934. T^is sea-
Guy Bartlett Editor son the birds are really here more than

1053ParkwoodBlvd. most people realize.

The goal of 100 or more was attained

by three groups. The very poor visibility made the hawk

count low — visibility was so poor that planes were not

leaving the local airports. Early-morning incoming planes

were very low, but could not be seen. This year of 1951 was
about normal for fauna and flora, so the leaves of the trees

and bushes made it a bit difficult to see the birds.

Who and. Where

Group A: J. J. Anderson; Esperanee, Schoharie valley,

Vischer I'erry, Mariaville; 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 51 species.

Group B: Mr. and Mrs. Leon A. Wiard, Mr. and Mrs. Byron

T. Hippie, Jr., Pauline Baker, Mrs. Lillian C. Stoner, Dr.

Eeith Caldwe^l, Samuel Madison; Vischer Ponds, Niskayuna
Wide Waters, Colonie, Washington Park, Earners, Meadowdale,

Indian Ladder; 4:30 a.m. to 9:45 p.m.; 100 speoies.

Group C: Edward Treacy; Washington Park and Six-mile Wa

terworks; 5 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 43 species.

Group D: Dr. Minnie B. Scotland, Alice Holmes, Nelle G.

Van Vorst, Guy Bartlett, Chester N. Moore, Esly Hallenbeck;

Vly Road, Niskayuna Wide Waters, Vischer Ponds, Central

Park, Earners, Indian Ladder, Meadowdale, Washington Park;

3:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 109 species

Group E: Beatrice Sullivan; Hudson Falls via Saratoga;

11 specie's.

Group F: J. M. Tucker, Donald Tucker, Rudolph H. Stone;

SchenectacTy, Niskayuna, Washington Park, Ravena, Meadowdale;
3:45 a.m. to 5*.30 p.m.; 100 species.

Group G: Barrington S. Havens; Jenny Lake; 6 a.m. to
8 p.m.; 40 species.

Group H: Mrs. C. J. Grace; home grounds, Hilton Road,

Hurst Roa'5, Meadowdale; 49 species.

Group 31: Allen H. Benton; Albany and Rensselaer Coun

ties; 38 "speoies.

Group £: Wayne Palmer; Washington Park, Albany bridle

path; 6 a.m. to noon; 45 species.

Group E: Mr. and Mrs. Stephen E. Fordham; Slingerlands,

Meadowdale, Indian Ladder, Washington Park, Niskayuna, Wa-

tervliet Reservoir; 5:45 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; 73 species.

The List

a fCommon Loon a
Red-necked Grebe f

Pied-billed Grebe a f

Pintail d

Blue-winged Teal b

Wood Duck ab d

Dbl-cr.Cormorant b

Great Blue Heron ab d
Green Heron b d h k

Ring-necked Duck

Lesser Scaup

White-wing.Scoter

Amer. Merganser

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper's Hawk

Blk-cr.Nt.Heron

Amer. Bittern

Canada Goose

ab d f

b d f

d f h
d f

Red-tailed Hawk F~

Red-should. Hawk b d g

Mallard

Blaok Duck
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Marsh HawK

Osprey

Sparrow Hawk

ab d t h k

abed f h k

b d .1k

East. Bluebird

Ruby-cr. Kinglet

Cedar Waxwing

ab d f h jk

b d f jk

b d f

Huffed Grouse

Ring-n. Pheasant

King_RaiJL

b g J
ab d f hijk

d

common starling

Yellow-thr. Vireo

Solitary Vireo

bedef hijk

b d

« -1
Virginia Rail d

Fla. Gallinule ab d f k

Amer. Coot b k

Red-eyed Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Blk&White Warbler

a f

d h

abed fg i.1k

Ringed Plover

Killdeer

Amer. V/oodoook

b d f hi k

b d f

Worm-eating Warb. d f

Gold.-wing .Y/arbler b d f

Blue-wing .V/arbler d

Spotted Sandpiper ab d f

Solitary Sandp. a d

Gr. Yellow-legsd f

Tennessee V/arbler b

Nashville Warbler d fg

Parula Warbler d f

Pectoral Sandp. b

Herring Gull ab d

Ring-billed Gull ab d

jk

Yellow V/arbler

Magnolia Warbler

Cape May

ab d f hi k

be fg jk

ab d

Bonaparte's Gull b

Common Tern d

Black Tern b d

Blk-thr.Blue Warb,

Myrtle Warbler

Blk-thr.Gr'n Warb.

bed fg i k

ab d fgh jk

bd fg k

Mourning Dove

Barred Owl

Short-eared Owl

abedef hi k Blackburnian Warb,

Chest.-sided Warb,

Pine Warbler

bcafg ijk

abed fgh k

b d f

Whip-poor-will

Chimney Swift

Ruby-thr.Hum'bd

b d f

ab d f i k

gh j

Prairie Warbler

Palm V/arbler

Oven-bird

b d f

b d

abed fg Jk
Belted Kingfisher

Yel-shaft Flicker

Pileated Woodpkr

ab d fgh k

abed fghijk

a d f

North .Wat erthrush

La. Waterthrush

Com. Yellowthroat

b d f

b d f

bed f hi.1

Yel-bel.Sapsucker

Hairy V/oodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Kingbird

Crested Flyc'cher

Eastern Phoebe

c j
bod f h j

bod fghijk

Canada Warbler

Amer. Redstart

House Sparrow

f

a od f

abedef hijk

ab d f j

d fg jk

b d f hijk

Bobolink

East. Meadowlark

Red-wing.Blkbird

ab d f hi k

ab d f hijk

abed fghijk

Least Flycatcher

Horned Lark

Tree Swallow

d fgh

b d h k

ab d f h .1k

Baltimore Oriole

Purple Grackle

Brown-hd.Cowbird

bed f hi k

abed f hijk

abed fghijk

Bank Swallow

Rough-wing.Swal.

Barn Swallow

ab def k

b d f i

abed fehijk

Soarlet Tanager

Rose-br.Grosbeak

Indigo Bunting

b d f i

abed fg i

ab d f

Cliff Swallow

Purple Martin

Blue Jay

b d f i k

e

bedefghijk

Purple Finch

Pine Siskin

Amer. Goldfinch

b d fgh

g
abed fghijk

Amer. Crow

Blk-cap.Chickadee

V/hite-br .Nuthatch

abodefghijk

abed fghijk

bed f h Jk

Red Crossbill

East. Towhee

Savannah Sparrow

bed fg ijk

abed f h jk

d f k

Red-br. Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

House V/ren bed

S

g
f h

Grasshopper Spar.b

Henslow1s Sparrow d f

Vesper Sparrow bod f h

Long-b.Marsh Wren
Catbird

_Brown Thrasher

b d f

abedef h jk

bed f k

Slate-col. tFunco

Amer.Tree Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow
J

abed fghijk

Amer. Robin

Wood Thrush
Hermit Thrush

abedefghijk

abedefghijk

bed 1'k

Field Sparrow

White-cr.Sparrow

White-thr.Sparrow

bd fgh jk

bed f h k

bed fghijk

Olive-back.Thrush
Veery

b d f i k

bed fg ijk

Swamp Sparrow

Song Sparrow

bed fghi k

abedefghijk
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SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS
Esly Hoilenbeck end Leon A. Wiord, Co-chairmen

WAXWINGS Visoher Ponds. April 22

Another day of strong wind made our April 22 trip some
what disappointing. The high spot was viewing an ash tree
in which a flock of at least 65 Cedar Waxwings were feeding.
Whether they were eating buds or working at insects on the

buds we do not know.

The Ponds seemed to be more alive with Song Sparrows than
anything else. A lone Savannah Sparrow in a wheel track

have eryone a fine chanoe to see him. Palm Warblers were at

the Ponds. There were nine observers on the trip, and 35

species were accounted for. — Dorothy Sawyer

Montezuma, April 27-29

Not enough would-be Montezumans indicated their desire

for the trip soon enough, so it had to be cancelled. How

ever, five SBC members did go — the Wiards, Hippies, and

Rudd Stone.

AND PANCAKES Central Park. May 6

At least 15 SBC hikers were out early in the morning to

work up an appetite and to wonder if there really wasn't ice

to be seen. By 8 a.m. there were more than two dozen obser

vers, and breakfasters. There were pancakes galore — the

Hallenbecks saw to that. There were also 47 species listed,

including a young Horned Lark, and its horned parent atop a
memorial stone in Parkview Cemetery.

AFTER DARK Dusk Songs. May 9

May 9 was a dull and lowery evening with a sky that

looked more like fall than spring, but 10 people went out

Rosendale Road to look for the Woodcock. The birds were

there, at least three of them. Their ground call was heard

distinctly, and from very nearby. One bird, however, was

either an individualist or had the croup. He added a couple

of little croaking notes after each call. The birds flew

about low over the field, and even along the road where eve

ryone could have an excellent view, but none of them would

soar in the stiff wind.

While waiting for the Woodcock we saw or heard other

birds, including, of course, the ever-inquisitive "Gerald-

ine?" of the Wood Thrush.

After giving up hope of any flight performance on the

part of the Woodcock, the group went on, startling a Kill-

deer while on the way to Vly Road. Here the tree frogs were

busy, and the Hyla, but apparently they were not so numerous

as on some other visits. The difference was noticeable;

this time we could hear each other when we spoke . The

Whip-poor-wills were obliging, and gave us a satisfactory

ending to the trip. Eighteen kinds were ohalked down for the

trip. — Beatrice Sullivan

SIXTY-EIGHT SPECIES On Three Trips

The lists for the above three SBC field trips, as sent to

the Field Trip Committee, follow. The Century Run list,

pages 42-43, is also a field trip.
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RECENT SBC RECORDS

Froier R. Turrentine, Chairman

SQUTHLIKE Right In Albany

Driving east through the undeveloped seotion of Washing

ton Avenue, Albany, on the rainy early morning of April 25,

two SBC members saw a large, dark bird feeding on a car

cass of a small mammal. As the car approached, the bird

lifted and perched on a telephone pole. Jokingly, one said,

"If we were in the south we would say Turkey "Buzzard.1*

A Turkey Vulture it was! The bird flew from the pole in

to a nearby tree. The view and the characteristic movements

all confirmed the identification. — Nelle G. VanVorst

TWO MORE To the West

While driving in the vicinity of Minaville on Sunday, May

20, Jim Anderson saw two Turkey Vultures in soaring flight.

SNOW WARBLER Rather Early

On April 3» during a thick, wet snow storm, I sighted a

Pine Warbler in the incongruous setting of ice-coated, snow-

tufted branches of a lilac bush about 30 feet from my kit

chen window. The identification was made by the use of 6x30

binoculars, through which the most minute identification

marks could be clearly seen. — Mrs. Harold P. French

SUGAR-EATER It Survived

An interesting sidelight about the wintering Baltimore

Oriole at Ballston Lake (April FEATHERS, p.29) is that at
one of the feeding stations it regularly visited, confec

tioners sugar was its diet. The station operators had noted

that the bird was paying attention only to the sugar coating

on doughnuts. Thereupon sugar was spread on the feeding

tray; and thereafter only sugar was taken by the bird. Dur

ing the cold weather it had the sugar to itself, but it had

plenty of company after warm weather arrived — bees and

other insects.

NORTHERN SPECIES To the North

About 20 Red Crossbills and more than 100 Pine Siskins

were found at Glen, along the upper Hudson, on April 8 by
the Voghts.

GROSBEAKS Relatively Rare

Not many local records were listed during the past season

for Evening Grosbeaks. A flock of 5 was seen by the State

College field-trippers on February 16. Washington Road,
Scotia, had a flock of 20 on April 4.

G-E ADDITION Overhead

To that ever-increasing list of birds seen within or over

the loqal General Electric plant can be added the Ring-

billed Gull. One flew over Building 5 on April 11.

PILEATED_ Undergoing Urbanization

"Pileated V/oodpeckers seem to be undergoing increasing
urbanization" was the comment made in the local Regional Re-
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port as published in the March-April issue of The KINGBIRD,

the publication of the State Federation. Thereafter Malcolm

Rix reported a Pileated Woodpecker along Waverly Place on

April 10.

THAT ALBINO It Remained

The albinistic Cedar Waxwing (April FEATHERS, p.29) which
was first seen along Dean Street and later along Lenox Road,

continued in the vicinity. Later it was seen in a flock of

Waxwings along Ten Broeck Street, Scotia.

CEMETERY BIRD Passing Through

SBC members who walk through Vale Cemetery on their way
to business usually find each year a strange visitor. There

have been the Red-headed V/oodpecker, Carolina Wren, and Red

Crossbills. This year, on April 13, a Wilsons Snipe was

flushed twice on the way through the ravine. — N.V.V.

RING-NECKED Summer?

There were several mid-May records of individual pairs of
Sing-necked Ducks on local ponds. The species has become

increasingly common in recent years as a transient, and

there are indications it may become a local breeding species.

Any June-August indications of the duck should be checked

into carefully. There was a pair on Watervliet Reservoir on

May 21.

GEESE In Quantity

Numerous residents along Saratoga Lake reported a huge

flock of Canada Geese on the lake on April 8. There was al

so a flight over Scotia at 3 a.m. that day (Hallenbeck).

NEWS AND NOTES IN BRIEF,

The KINGBIRD Of Local Interest

Several items in the March-April issue of The Kingbird,

published by the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs,

are of local interest.

The Regional Report shows a Great Blue Heron at Broadal-

bin in December, a Bald Eagle at Yankee Hill in Amsterdam on

January 13, and a flock of 300 Robins January 29 at Rural
Grove, near Amsterdam.

Allen H. Benton of Albany, SBC member, is author of the

first artiole in the issue, "Bird Population Changes in a

Central New York County Since 1870." It deals with Cayuga

County.

Walter Elwood of Amsterdam reports as Conservation Com

mittee chairman. Mrs. Lillian C. Stoner records a Dickcis-

sel March 23 to April 8, 1949, at a feeder near Slinger-

lands Road.

The preceding November-December issue of The Kingbird

contained an article "Notes on the Breeding Birds of Cayuga
County, New York" by Mr. Benton, "Baltimore Orioles at Bird

Haven1* by Mrs. Gerald Fitzgerald of Amsterdam, a conserva

tion report by Mr. Elwood, and a local regional report.
Ask Nelle Van Vorst about subscriptions to the state pub

lication.
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HIGHWAY FEEDERS Bomngton S. Havens

One aspect of bird observation during winter months is

not too well known, yet it is one that can be very helpful
to bird students. I refer to the habit which many species

form of finding their food on the highways. With the supply

cut off or curtailed elsewhere, they seem to find at least a

little something to hold body and soul together in or along

side our roads.

I particularly noticed this fact during the past winter

on West Mountain, in the vicinity of Jenny Lake. There was

an unusual abundance of Siskins thereabouts, plus quite a

few Red Crossbills.

After the start of real winter (and by this I mean the
coming of the prevailing snow) I noticed flocks of Siskins
feeding on or near the roads near Jenny Lake. When things

were normal, they preferred the bare spots alongside the

roads where the plows had done such a good job that they not

only pushed the snow off the road but pushed it quite a dis

tance off the road, leaving stretches of bare ground on

which the birds could forage for food. Slim pickings, one

might say, but better than nothing.

And Roads Themselves

When the sides of the road are covered-, for one reason or

another, the birds turn to the face of the road itself. Here

they turn their attention to the sand whioh has been distri

buted over the road when icy. Evidently this provides food

of some sort, for the birds work away at it with a will.

This roadway feeding affords an unparalleled opportunity

for bird study. First of all, the birds are — or become —

comparatively unafraid. I have been able to approach within

10 or 15 feet of a flock and study it quietly. Occasionally,

responding to that mysterious flock spirit, the birds will

rise and seek the sanctuary of the nearby trees. But just

as unpredictably they will return, one or two at a time, un

til they're all back in the road again.

The second favorable consideration is the fact that you

are able to look down on the birds from your comparative

height. And often, if you have a reasonable break, the

birds will be in bright light, or even sunlight.

By this method I have been able to make careful study of

both Siskins and Red Crossbills. I was able to look them

over leisurely, examine their field marks, and observe their

habits. It's a fruitful field. Perhaps we're passing up an

opportunity by making for the woods and fields, and over

looking the roads. Try it some time.

(Recent Journal articles have called attention to death of
birds who have filled their crops with road sand which

has been treated with calcium chloride to prevent freez

ing of the sand. Some temporarily loose their power of

flight and succumb to highway traffic. Some reports also

indicate fatal poisoning of certain species at times. GB)
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The Time I Was A

PERCH FOR A PURPLE FINCH GroceDennyltall

Ify most unusual bird experience occurred in July 1947,

while I was summering in the wooded foothills of Mt. Mans
field in Vermont.

1 was coming in off the trail about noon, when I heard a

bird chirping among the ground foliage near me, and I

stopped to find out what bird it was. At the time, I was

holding a carrying bag and a four- or five-inch ash seedling

in one hand at about the level of my waist.

The bird, a female purple finch, emerged from the foli

age, looked my way and flew almost to me. I remained still

and it returned to its feeding among the ground plants. The
next time it emerged it flew toward me and landed on the ash

seedling in my hand. The procedure of flying toward me with

out landing, alternating with perahing on the seedling, was

repeated for the third time.

I was so thrillpd that I hastened to the clubhouse to get
J. M. Hollister to see if he could get a Kodachrome of the

finch. We found the finoh, but it moved away from the

ground to a wire fence where Mr. Hollister managed to make a

quick snap of it.

As we stood talking, the finoh left the fenoe which was

about 10 feet from us, and came and perohed on my right

shoulder, staying there long enough to chirp a few times.

Mr. Hollister tried to adjust his camera to get a picture of

it perching on my shoulder, but the finch took off before he

could get the evidence of my thrilling experience.

BERKSHIRE CAMPOUT Nellie Sillim«m

The Berkshire Campout, a wonderful two days of birding in

the Fittsfield area on June 8-10, was a rich experience for
a novice like myself, A total of 120 species was the final

tally of the two groups when lists were reviewed at the

Pleasant Valley Sanctuary barn after a fine dinner.

Bioknell's thrush, special objective of the Greylook ex

pedition, was not heard exoept for his short call-note. This

was a disappointment to many, but the hermit thrush put us
to sleep and the white-throated sparrow awakened us. A high

wind and heavy fog did not keep us from three hours of bird

ing before breakfast. At the old C.C.C. camp we saw plainly
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Schenectady Bird Club, inc. ^a heard the mourning warbler. Here
GuyBartlett Editor too were the Blackburaian warbler, gold-

1053 Parkwood Blvd. en-crowned kinglet', yellow-bellied sap-
1 sucker and red-breasted nuthatch, which

was feeding young in the dead-tree nest. Blackpoll warbler

and olive-sided flycatcher were easily seen farther down the

mountain, and the winter wren was generous with his song.

The valley trip was equally interesting, offering all

kinds of territory and birds, borne high spots were seeing
two duck hawks .soaring, and their nesting place across the

ravine as we ate lunch at Bash-Bish Falls; also, locating a

yellow-throated vireo on its nest high in a shade tree in

Sheffield. Turkey vultures were on our "promised" list, and

were finally seen soaring at dizzy heights against the

clouds•

Many things besides birding combine to make the Campout

fun — the mingling of friends old and new, the spirit and

interest given by the excellent leaders, the nearness to na

ture in all its beauties, as well as tangible things like

good food and exhilarating mountain air. What more could

one ask, then, unless to stay another day?

CROSSBILLS IN WASHINGTON PARK Beatrice Sullivan

Crossbills in Washington Park! Pauline Baker sounded the

first call, and the news spread. There were trips to Albany

and, sure enough, there they were. The lovely not-quite-

crlmson, not-quite-garnet red of the males stood out stri

kingly against the yellow-green of the tamarack trees. Here

they flitted about, now upside down, now right side up, now

clutching a swaying branch, and all the while snipping,

snipping at the seeds.

Their funny little sidewise motion is characteristic of

all their eating and also of their drinking, for this too

they do with their heads turned to the side.

We don't see them every year, and to keep them we must

have a wealth of coniferous seeds, their favorite food. Of

course they eat other things too, some grain and, of all

things, they seem to enjoy sa?ty foods. But the seeds of

the cone-bearers attract them most.

It was not Albany alone that drew red crossbills this

past winter; they were general throughout the northeast and

were seen in many areas within SBC territory — Gallup-

ville, Jenny Lake, Tomhannock, and Schenectady*s Central
Park and Mohawk Golf Club. But it was in Albany's Washing

ton Park they remained the longest — through May.

After the pleasure of seeing an irregular visitor, always
there comes the question of when they were here before. Not

in ten years? So it seems, but "Letfs look at the record."

They were in Central Park in 1943, and Fuller Road and the

Pine Bush in 1947.

They have gone on now, but their return will be eagerly
watched for. And the same is true, too, for their cousins,
the white-winged crossbill.
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MUTE SWANS ALONG THE MOHAWK GuyB«itie»

The annual Earners Memorial Day trip officially ended at

noon. Gars then went homeward in various directions — two

or three to Albany, several direct to Scheneotady, and two

by way of Niskayuna wide waters.

That afternoon several of the cars returned to the wide

waters; the telephone relay had reported swans. Just before

noon the river was quiet, and not far from the old railroad

station was a pair of swans. They were at first close to

the Soheneotady shore, but headed into Saratoga County. All

that could really be told was that the pair had brownish in

their plumage. A resident reported the birds had alighted
that morning, and had not been seen previously.

Shortly after noon there were several watchers along that

stretch of the Mohawk, but the swans had disappeared. Well

they might have, for a flying boat and several speedboats

now held forth. Late that afternoon, however, an Albany

group again located the pair.

On following days, through Tune 8, the swans were seen

frequently. Some of the records were for down the river. It

seemed, however, that they spent the nights in the reeds out

from the upper end of the upper island; the trail was easily

followed. The speedboats proved too much for the birds,

however. The island marsh was frequently whipped by heavy

waves from the wash of the boats. Although the birds seemed

paired, they left.

There were several opportunities for studying the birds

at close range. They were mute swans — with pinkish bills,

with black back at the face and with hardly evidence of the

knob which identifies the mature bird. And too, they fre

quently were observed with neck curved and wings up.

The mute swan is becoming recognized as a wild bird that

is extending its range. It is well established on Long Is

land and the lower Hudson. For years there have been summer

records of the bird below Albany. A pair will control, so

far as other swans are concerned, a relatively large expanse

of water, so there is pressure on the population to expand

their summer range. The wide waters and the Crescent ponds

are among logical areas for mute swans to breed. Maybe they

will in some not-distant summer.

And Cormorant

While searching for the missing swans that Memorial Day

afternoon, Lock 7 was visited. A double-crested cormorant

had been recorded on the Century Run of May 12, at the coal

pocket at the foot of the wide waters. One was on a stump

out in the quiet water below the dam of Lock 7 May 30, and
still again on June 2. It was in Immature plumage, with

light throat and breast. Also flying back and forth above

the look were several great blue herons, and even more of

the black-crowned night herons.

One group on the afternoon of May 30 also located the

yellow-breasted chat along Rosendale Road, in last year's

areas. And golden-winged warblers were numerous.
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SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS
Esly Haltenbeck and Leon A. Wlard, Co-chairmen

SOME UNUSOALS Among 104 Species

Turkey vultures, a pileated woodpeoker, a winter wren

that perhaps is summering, a cerulean warbler, and yellow-

breasted chats — pine and prairie warblers as increasingly

common summer residents — and "en route" records of mute

swans, double-crested cormorant, and yellow-bellied fly

catcher. These were among the species recorded on the SBC

field trips of late May and June.

The four trips accounted for 96 kinds, with eight addi
tional "en route" species. In the following table the lower

case letters indicate the "en route" speoies. The trips in

cluded:

A Tippeoanoe and Wolf Hollow; F. R. Turrentine, leader. 59

"~ (66) species. May 20.
B Indian Ladder and Meadowdale; C. N. Moore, leader. 76
~" (78) species. May 27.
C Earners; Guy Bartlett, leader. 45 (69) species. May 30.
17 Helderberg Fionio; Esly Hallenbeck, leader. 15 species.
~* June 5.

Dbl-crestcd Cormorant C

Great Blue Heron C

Green Heron Be

Least Flycatcher ABC

Eastern Wood Peewee ABc

Horned Lark A

Cerulean Warbler A

Blackburnian Warbler A
Chestnut-sided Warbler ABC

Black-cr. Night Heron C

American Bittern Be

Mute Swan C

Tree Swallow aB

Bank Swallow AB

Rough-winged Swallow A

Black-poll Warbler

Pine Warbler

Prairie Warbler

ABU

C

C

Mallard

Black Duck

Wood Duck

B

aB

b

Bam Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Blue Jay

ABC

B

ABC

Oven-bird

Louisiana Waterthrush

Common Yellowthroat

ABCD

A

ABC

American Crow ABC

Black-capped Chickadee AB

White-breasted NuthatchABC

Turkey Vulture B

Cooper's Hawk C

Red-shouldered Hawk C

Yellow-breasted Chat

Canada Warbler

Redstart

ABC

ABC

Marsh Hawk

Sparrow Hawk

Ruffed Grouse

aBc

Brown Creeper

House Wren

D Winter Wren

"A"
ABC

Long-billed Marsh Wren BC

Catbird ABC

Brown Thrasher A C

House Sparrow

Bobolink

Eastern Meadowlark

ABc

ABC

Ring-necked Pheasant B
Florida Gallinule Be

KiUdeer ABo
TfflCD

ABCD

B D

Red-winged Blackbird

Baltimore Oriole

Purple Grackle

ABC

BC

ABC

ABCD

AB D

American Woodcock

Spotted Sandpiper

HerringGulI

AbC

B

American Robin

Wood Thrush

Hermit Thrush

Brown-headed Cowbird

Scarlet Tanager

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Mourning Dove

Black-billed Cuckoo

Common Nighthawk

Veery

Eastern Bluebird

Cedar Waxwing

ABCD

BC

C

Indigo Bunting

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch

ABUD

A

ABCD

Chimney Swift

Belted Kingfisher

Yellow-shafted Flicker

BC

a c

Common Starling

Yellow-throated Vireo

ABCE Red-eyed Virco

ABU

BC

ABCD

Eastern Townee

Savannah Sparrow

Grasshopper Sparrow

ABC

ABC

AB

Pileated Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

B Warbling Vireo aB

A CD Black and White Warbler AB

ABC Golden-winged Warbler aBo

Henslow's Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow

Slate-colored Junco

•DC

ABC

B

Eastern Kingbird

Crested Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe

ABC

ABC

ABC

Tennessee Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Yellow Warbler

A

C

ABo

Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow

ABC
ABC
Bo

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher a

TraiH's Flycatcher B
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FULL OP GANADAS Tlppeoanoe. Wolf Hollow. May 20

This trip Inaugurated a new system of reporting species

seen "on location" separately from those seen "en route",

and started auspiciously with a yellow-bellied flycatcher at
the meeting place, the pumping station opposite the Van Cur
ler garage.

The YMCA camp provided the first field-trip waterthrush

of the year, other than those of the Century Run, and a Ten

nessee warbler singing above Poentic Kill. Wolf Hollow was

full of Canada warblers; there seemed to be always one with
in hearing.

En route the party of eight stopped on Schermerhorn road

to seek golden-winged warblers. They were heard singing and

in addition a black duck nest with three eggs was found.

The record of species seen attests that the range of lo

cale provided by the two areas makes a good trip in May.

— Frazer Turrentine

MO WORM-EATERS Indian Ladder. Meadowdale. May 27

The late spring trip to the Indian Ladder region usually

can be depended upon to produce the worm-eating warbler.
Last year there was a small flock of them waiting for the

club members, feeding on the bank of the old carriage road

near the top of the escarpment. This year proved to be an

exception, however — none could be found by the seven mem

bers and friends who made the trip on May 27, either along

the road, along the top, or down in the ravine.

It was a cloudy morning, with occasional showers and

light winds. ilxcept for the one warbler, about the usual

list of birds was recorded, Including the golden-winged

warbler, pileated woodpecker, etc. Hawks were missing from

the list, but as we were returning to the cars at the foot

of the road, one member remarked that a turkey vulture had

been seen there on the Century Run the previous year. Im

mediately afterwards, two were discovered soaring high in

the sky above the edge of the escarpment.

After leaving the rest of the party at the foot of the

Indian Ladder road, two club members returned to Schenectady

by way of Meadowdale and Toorheesville. The alder or

Trail!*s flycatchers were singing in several places where we
so often listen in vain for them; and the cliff swallows

were seen around more barns than usual along the Meadowdale

road. One colony was exceptionally large. —Chester N.Moore

PRAIRIES AMD PIKES Earners. May 30

It doesn't require too many species to make the annual

Memorial Day trip into the Karners sand barrens a success —

just prairie and pine warblers as summer residents. Sixteen

trippers found them both, but it must be admitted that the

prairies in particular were hard to approach — and that was

tough on the several who hear that high-pitched song with

difficulty if at all.

Both these warblers are extending their range in the bar

rens* There is plenty of acreage just to their liking, and

they are fanning out. The Six-mile Waterworks Park area of

Albany now has several pairs of prairies. A yellow-breasted

chat was discovered in a new section, heard but not seen; it

was in a real jungle, naturally. — Guy Bartlett
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THAT LURE OF BIRD-SONG Ladder Plonlc. June 5

An occasionally overcast sky kept most of the members of

SBC wondering all day on June 5 whether or not the weather

would be fair for the annual pionic and hike at Miss Ante-

mann's camp in the Helderbergs. No rain all day dried up

the undergrowth to the extent that all 18 members who at

tended enjoyed a delightful evening meal and a very inter
esting walk along the cliff wall and back up over the hill

to the state road.

Several species of birds were apparent all evening — the

robin, song sparrow, goldfinch, and ovenbird, but it took

the cliff wall to help us catoh the distant, plaintive call

of the wood and hermit thrushes. The woodlands produced the

notes of the red-eyed vireo, rose-breasted grosbeak, veery,

hairy woodpecker, and flicker.

Aa we meandered out of the woods a ruffed grouse hen flew

up, not over our heads as is the custom of these birds when

protecting their young, but rather at right angles to the

hikers. Several chicks were seen scooting under cover, nu

merous more were heard, and just then a wild animal, perhaps

a coon or fox, approached us from the same vicinity but then

turned and side-slipped into the woodland. This, then, had

been the cause of all the confusion.

Up through the sumac and wild roses we flushed another

grouse, while down a roadway toward a setting sun we were

favored with the sight of a pair of idnigo buntings seeking

nesting quarters in low shrubs. Farther on, two scarlet

tanagers and a winter wren were heard. Spasmodically, be

tween the swish of on-coming traffic, snatches of bird cho

ruses could be detected from the depths of the wood.

It had been a lovely evening, well spent and very pro

fitable. — Virginia G. Freligh

RECENT SBC RECORDS

Frazer R. Turrentlne, Chairman

ANOTHER FOR'THE CENTURY RON Traill's Flycatcher

Received too late for inclusion in the Century Run tabu

lation (June, p.41) was the list of Mrs. Chester Zimmer of
Gallupville. Her list of 29 species included one not on

other lists, Traill's flyoatcher, as well as olive-backed

thrush and Cape May warbler. She observed from 6:30 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m.

MORE AT BUFFALO List Doubled

In the field trip reports for the Federation meeting at

Buffalo (May, p*39) 44 species, all on SBC lists, were shown.
The composite list of the day was twice as long; the added

44 species included:

Horned grebe, great blue and blaokr-crowned night herons,

American bittern, black duck, green- and blue-winged teal,

American widgeon, shoveller, wood duck, redhead, ring-necked
duck, lesser soaup, old squaw, white-winged scoter, hooded

and American mergansers.

Cooper's and rough-legged hawks, bald eagle, Wilson's

snipe, lesser yellow-legs, pectoral sandpiper, great black-

baoked gull, pileated woodpeoker, yellow-bellied sapsucker,
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tree swallow, blue Jay, black-capped chickadee, white-

breasted nuthatch, brown creeper, hermit thrush, golden-

crowned kinglet, cedar waxwing, loggerhead shrike, rusty

blackbird, cardinal, purple finch, pine siskin, goldfinch,

and savannah, vesper, tree and field sparrows.

SUMMER GEESE Breeding

A family of four Canada geese were seen by Nelle VanVorst

on the sand bar near the bridge over Watervliet Reservoir at

7 a.m. on Saturday, June 9* Thereafter there were further
records of the birds.

A pair of Canada geese were seen in June in a marsh be

tween Voorheesville and New Scotland, by Chester Griffith.

Last year a pair spent the summer in the Lleadowdale area

but apparently did not breed.

In recent years the records of summering geese have be

come more and more common, but the records are hardly of the

kind which indicate an extension of the breeding range of

the bird southward. They probably represent liberations or

escapes from the Delmar game farm. Such birds occasionally

establish local colonies.

OUT IN THE OPEN Two of Them

One ordinarily expects to see pileated woodpeckers in the

woods. Chester Griffith recently saw two of them out in the

open, working on the stump of an apple tree in a field in

Greene County.

HUDSON EAGLE And Loon

Observations from the train along the lower Hudson on

June 13 included a mature bald eagle on the shore Just above

the Castleton bridge, mute swans, American mergansers and

black ducks, and, just below Catskill, a loon. — G.B.

4T N E W S AND NOTES 144 BRIEF.
1 \

GROWTH Of AN ISLE Niskholm Expands

Twelve years ago there was published in FEATHERS (Septem
ber, 1939, pages 15-17) a map of Niskholm, the largest and
most eastern of the isles at the wide waters. The map was
shown in connection with reports on breeding-bird censuses

of 1938 and 1939.
The normal island, the "dry marsh" and the limits of the

cattail growth were shown. Jj'our years later an aerial pho
tograph showed some extension of the dry-marsh area. A sur

vey now would show the island considerably larger than in

19391 particularly with respect to the limits of the cat

tails. They and the other marsh plants have added acres,

despite the water chestnut.

NEW PUBLICATIONS Sassafras. Chemung

Most of the several clubs belonging to the Federation of
New York State Bird Clubs issue publications. Two of the

most recent to join this list are our neighboring Sassafras

Bird Club of Amsterdam, which in January started its News

Notes. The Chemung Valley Audubon Society has also started

its own bulletin in recent months.
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NOT A WAXWING- But a Robin

Have you ever thought you were hearing a cedar waxwing in

an illogical area, and not been able to locate it? Very

likely you were listening to an incubating robin. They will

frequently give forth a hissing note, high-pitched and ven-

triloquial, repeatedly* One was so heard during the SBC

trip of May 27.

FEWER SCBEECH OWLS And a Theory

Locally the soreech owl has been a diminishing species.

Any of several explanations may apply — fewer suitable nest

sites, particularly in view of pruning and repair of orchard

and shade trees; continued persecution by small fry and

others; retirement from suburbs and farm yards to areas less

under observation.

There's still another possible explanation, however —

the automobile. It is often noticed that another screech

owl Is picked up dead on or along the highway — not the

country dirt road, but the throughway. The owls have a ha

bit of flying low, and across the road ahead of headlights.

Often the headlights are too near when they start to cross,

screech-owl population probably never was in large figures

locally, so the toll of the automobile could be particularly

effective in decimating the count.

CONDOR HAVEN Entry Forbidden

The giant California condor, a living link with the ice

age, has a better chance to win its race against extinction

as a result of a recent decision by the Secretary of the In

terior, reports John H. Baker, preident of the National Aud-

ubon Society.

The Secretary has issued an order restricting entry into

the condor's last stronghold in California's Los Padres Na

tional Forest. Terming the action a "conservation victory",

Mr. Baker stated that the National Audubon Society, Univer

sity of California, U. S. Forest Service, and many other

conservation organizations had long sought to prevent dis

turbance, at or near their nesting sites, of the some 60 re
maining condors in North America.

The order permits limited entry under the provisions of

the Mineral Leasing Act, for oil and gas, dividing the area

into two categories, one in which there may be no entry on

the surface of any section within half a mile of any condor

nest known to have been active within three years, and the
other a compact tract of 10f240 acres on which no surface

entry will be permitted. The latter is the heart of the

condors' nesting refuge. The withdrawal order implements

the authority of the Forest Service and enables it to make

the refuge effective.

The California condor has the greatest wingspread of all

North American birds.

CHENEQADy BIRD CLUB INC. WILL BE THE

HOST MAY 24-25 AT 1952 CONVENTION OF

FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD C
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BIRDING IN HAWAII Dr. Minnie B. Scotland

Birding in Hawaii on August 6, 1950 was a memorable ex
perience. There were many features about it that were very

similar to birding at home, such as the early rising, the

being picked up by one of the cars, and the meeting with the

rest'of the party at a designated place* Being a guest, I

did not have the concern of putting up a lunch. Miss Gren-

ville Hatch, secretary-treasurer of the Hawaii Audubon Soci

ety, brought a knapsack filled with good food for both of us.

Because of the rain the previous night, the planned trip

was changed slightly so that we would have better walking

conditions. It took us high into the hills beyond Honolulu,

to a place called Pa Lehua. We drove upward along the wind

ing road, from which we could view beautiful Pearl Harbor

with its narrow entrance and many bays stretching inland. We

finally,came to a gate which closed off the road. On it was

a chain with numerous locks. The reason was that among the

trees on the top of the range there were military installa

tions as well as many private homes. The Audubon Society

was permitted to enter the area, having to report to a guard

upon entering and leaving. A parking lot up on the very

crest was our goal.

Many Are Imports

No sooner had we left the cars than I heard and saw the

White-eye, a small (4& ia«), greenish bird with a yellow
throat and a white ring around the eye. It had been im

ported from Japan in 1929* Then a tiny flash of yellow and
crimson showed itself among the leaves from which a melodi

ous song came. It was the Liothrix, olive-green with yellow

throat and breast and crimson on the wing. This. "Pekin

Nightingale," as the liothrix is called, was introduced from

its native China in 1918 and 1920.

We saw the beautiful Kentucky Cardinal, which had been

brought to the Hawaiian Islands in 1929. Earlier, in the

gardens of the Royal Hawaiian ilotel, i had observed a Bra

zilian Cardinal, gray above and white underneath, with scar

let on only head, crest and throat. A friendly little sing

er next caught my attention* It was a Linnet, gray colored

with red on its forehead, throat, breast, and rump. He, too,

belonged to the group of imported birds, although he can

claim a longer residence on the islands. Another introduced

finch observed was the Ricebird, or Spioe Finch, a four-inch,

light-brown bird with a chestnut throat and gray breast with
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Schenectady Bird Club, Inc. chestnut markings • This finch was a pest

GuyBartlett Editor at one time, but with the reduction in

1053 Parkwood Blvd. rioe growing he has become an aocepted
=^===== and interesting member of the bird popu

lation. The English Sparrow was present. In Hawaii he is
considered a quiet bird. *

In contrast to the common sparrow was the Kynah, which

belongs to the sane family as the Starling and is much noi

sier. The management of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel is con

fronted with the difficult problem of getting the hundreds

of Mynahs to move out of the large trees on its grounds be

cause of the disturbance they cause to guests. A Mynah is

the same size as the Starling. The orange-colored region

back of the eye and the white bar on the wing are distin

guishing features. The introduction into Hawaii of the IJy-
nah from India is comparable to that of the Starling into

North America from England.

The Mourning Dove, imported from the mainland In 1930,

was familiar to me, but the previously seen grayish Chinese

Dove and the smaller Australian Barred Dove were new.

Some Native Birds

Of the native birds on the Island of Oahu we found the

greenish yellow Amakihi with its slender, decurved. bill,

the Elepaio which has been chosen for the name of the Jour

nal of the Hawaiian Audubon Society, and heard the oall of a

thrush. This repeated oall of the illusive thrush proved to

be the "big interest" of the day to the Honolulu birders. A

Dyal Thrush had been reported and "perhaps" this was the

"exotic" bird calling. It was on the way back from the

heights that I experienced a sight of a life-time — 500

Stilts in the shallows of the lagoons. In addition there

were Coots, Hawaiian Gallinules, and Ruddy Turnstones, early

winter arrivals. Another early arrival from its nesting

grounds in Alaska was a Paoific Golden Plover.

A count of 17 species was made, and this was considered a

better-than-usual trip. I had the good fortune to add a few

to this number on the Island of Hawaii where the colorful

Apapane, crimson with black wings and tail, was easily ob

served on the hotel grounds in Hilo, and the Hawaiian Hawk,

endemic to this island, was seen soaring near the Parker

Ranch.

In conclusion I wish to quote, and take exception to the

second sentence, a statement from "Calabashes and Kings, An

Introduction to Hawaii" by Stanley D. Portens: "Bird life,

except for the ubiquitous Mynah, is so scarce in Hawaii that

any bird at all is an objeot of exceptional interest. Those
who are really interested in bird life should not go to tro

pical islands."

I am very certain from my birding in Hawaii that the

scarolty of something makes hunting for it a great induce
ment, and finding it an even greater satisfaction.

SCHENECTADY BIRD CLUB INC. WILL BE THE

HOST MAY 24-25 AT 1952 CONVENTION OF

FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS
Y .. .J> V <• «i ji. . — —. -J ■- ... .*■ - M ■»- - ■•■■
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SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS 4/
Esly Hallcniiedt and Leon A. Wiard, Co-chairmen

CAROLINIAN And 71 Others

A summering Carolina wren featured the SBC field trips of

June and July. There were other records of Interest, how

ever — American egrets, a bald eagle, a yellow-billed ouok-

oo, and the yellow-breasted chat.

The two trips accounted for 72 species, lnoludlng those

seen en route to the study areas. In the following table
the lower-case letters indicate nen route11 species. The

trips included:

A Berne Swamp; Sanuel R. Madison, leader. 55 (59) species.
~" June 10.
B Niskayuna Y/ide-waters (plus Vischer Ponds); Donald Tuck

er, leader. 46 (56) species. July 15*

Great Blue Heron

American Egret

Green Heron

AB

B

AB

Eastern Phoebe

Traill's Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher

Ab

A

.Ab

Yellow Warbler Ab

Chestnut-sided Warbler Ab

Oven-bird AB_

Black-cr. Night Heron B

American Bittern B

Mallard AB

Eastern Wood Peewee AB

Tree Swallow AB

Barn Swallow AB

Common Yellowthroat AB

Yellow-breasted Chat B

Redstart A

Black Duck

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Blue Jay AB

American Crow AB
Black-capped Chickadee B

House Sparrow

Bobolink

Eastern Meadowlark

AB

AB

_ab_

Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk

Sparrow Hawk

House Wren

Carolina Wren

Long-billed Marsh Wren

Red-winged Blackbird AB

Baltimore Oriole A

Purple Grackle Ab

Brown-headed Cowbird AB

Scarlet Tanager AB

Rose-breasted Grosbeak AB

Ruffed Grouse A

Ring-necked Pheasant A

Killdeer aB

Catbird

Brown Thrasher

American Robin

A

AB

TS
B

AB

Mourning Dove

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Chimney Swift

b

aB

Wood Thrush

Vccry

Eastern Bluebird

AB

AB

Indigo Bunting

Purple Finch

American Goldfinch

Ruby-thr. Hummingbird Ab

Belted Kingfisher A

Yellow-shafted Flicker A

Cedar Waxwing

Common Starling

Solitary Vireo

"AB
AB

A

Eastern Towhee

Vesper Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

AB

A

AB

Downy Woodpecker

Eastern Kingbird

Crested Flycatcher

AB

A

Rcd-cyed Vireo AB

Warbling Vireo AB

Black and White: Warbler A

Field Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow

Song Sparrow

AB

AB

AB

CLOUDY AND WINDY Berne Swamp. June 10

Nine birders (but only one Schenectadian) made the trip
to Berne Swamp on Sunday, June 10. It was a cloudy day with

a fairly strong wind, and the birdlng In the swamp itself

was very poor. However, visits to four nearby ponds, and

the connecting roads and streams, proved very profitable.

A bald eagle was spotted coursing over V/hite Birch Lake.

At the edge of the swamp one half-dead spruce tree supported

two nests, in which a robin and a kingbird were busily

brooding.

Duok records were for only one species; 35 mallards were

seen. It could not be seen if they wore bands, but they

probably represented Conservation Department plantings from

the game farm at Delmar; such is the story of most of the

local suiamering mallards. — Samuel R. Madison
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SINGING CAROLINA Niskayuna-Vlsoherfl. July 1^

After the trip to the designated Niskayuna wide-waters

area was completed on July 15 the party, minus two of the

original participants, headed for the Vischer Ponds. There,
It was noticed, the bird population has fallen off. This is
obviously a result of the work of the Conservation Depart

ment. The machinery and the spraying of the water chestnut

has directly or indirectly affected the population.

However, we were to be rewarded for our time there. While
walking along the towpath we notioed a bird flying toward us.

We were unable to identify it until it was quite close. The

cinnamon flashing in the wings and the large white spots in

the tail then told us that it was a yellow-billed cuckoo.
Vischer Ponds is one of the few places in our area where the
yellow-billed can be found.

We thought we had had our luck for the day, but decided

to stretch it more. The remaining six members of the party

decided to try to find the Carolina wren reported to Mr.

Turrentine by Sudd Stone. The bird had been seen in the

Edison Club area since spring. Inquiring among residents of

the area, we heard a bird which sounded a good deal like a

cardinal. This must be the wren. Seating ourselves on the

lawn we awaited the song again. Finally it came, and*we

successfully sought out and identified it.

The chat found early in the morning at Rosendale and Ri

ver roads, and the cuckoo were background records, consider

ing the wren. — Donald Tucker

WAY OUT WEST Harrington S. Havens

This is a report of some of the birds of Richland, Wash.,

for a few days ending with April 11, 1951* ky biggest sur

prise was to find that many of my old friends of the i£ast

are to be found here, too. For example, in the village of

Richland one finds the good old house sparrow just the same

as one left it back home. It gives one that good old, solid,

homey touch.

Then, out in the farm country, one hears the familiar

song of the song sparrow just as one hears it at hoioe. But

here it should be noted for the record that the local song

sparrow is one of the many western subspecies — which one,

I'm sure I can't tell, and Peterson says there are no appar

ent field differences. So, inasmuch as he doesn't give the

ranges of the various subspecies, one has to call it by the

specific name and let the subspecific distinction go hang,

which is always a good principle to follow anyway.

There weyre a number of thrilling experiences, lly biggest

occurred on the occasion of a previous trip just before

Christinas, but it was repeated again on this, visit. That

was finding the magpie, a species entirely nev; to me. The

outstanding thing about this bird is its size, about that of

a crow, and its abnormally long tail, fully as long again as

the bird's body. Also distinctive are the striking black
and white markings. The bird is found all over, much as is
the blue jay in the East. Its habits are somewhat similar
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to those of the jay, plus those of the crow. It is, I am
told, a scavenger like the crow and a predator like the jay
and grackle. It flits furtively like a jay. It is found
all over, like a crow, even around human habitations.

Last night (April 10) Bill Watts went fishing along the
banks of the Columbia River, and I went along for the ride.
That was literally true, for I wanted transportation away
from town — anywhere that I could study plants and animals.

While Bill fished I walked around and looked and listened.
There I found, as I had previously just back of my hotel

(The Desert Inn) some California quail, a very interesting
game bird.

It has, for one thing, a sort of pendant, dangling top
knot of feathers arching from the top of its head up over to

the front and dangling down in front of its face* It has

distinctive black and white markings on its head. It runs

around just ahead of you and seems to prefer to keep away

from you in that manner rather than by flight. But the out

standing impression it made on me was its note.

This is described by Peterson as a three-syllable call,
used by both sezes: qua-quer-go, variously interpreted as

"where are you?", "Chicago1*, etc. To my mind, Peterson's

syllables describe it best, although Chicago is something

like it. The inflection, however, is very much like "where

are you?" if it were said by Jack Benny's Rochester in the

tone of voice he uses when he answers Jack, saying "Ye-es,

boss!** In other words, the accent, and a rising inflection,

are on the second syllable.

Another thing I noticed last night that made me feel

right at home was a migration of myrtle warblers in the

trees of Richland. They were sounding off just the v/ay the

myrtles do at home.

Sagebrush Country

Here I'd better explain something about the nature of the

country around here. Richland is situated on a semidesert
plateau between the Rookies on the east and the Cascades on

the west. It has an elevation of about 300 feet. It is an

arid region, normally desert, where only such things like

sagebrush grow. But where there is water — along any

stream or irrigation — plants and trees grow, otherwise

not. The Columbia River flows through this valley, and the

Yakima River flows into it in this neighborhood. Conse

quently, if one goes into the desert one finds little or no

bird life, but around the town (well irrigated) and along
the streams one does better.

In the desert the most common bird (at this season, any
way) is the western meadowlark. I believe this is a separ

ate species from our meadowlark. It seems bigger, but pro

bably isn't. It is a very common bird hereabouts. But to

one used to the high-pitched fife-like "tseeuu-tseer" of the

eastern species, the song of the western is a great surprise.
It is much lower in pitch, more flute-like and perhaps blue-

birdy in quality, and it is much more varied a song. Dif

ferent birds seem to sing different songs, and one has to

get used to the general character of the song before one can

recognize it every time one hears it. The other meadowlark
notes are more or less similar to those of the eastern.
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While we are discussing this group of birds, let's take
up some other representatives* For instance, the redwing is

a common marsh bird as it is in the east, but with a differ

ence. There are two or three western subspecies, and again

Peterson doesn't help us fo distinguish one from 'tother. He

explains there are no apparent field differences except in

one instance found in the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys,

The notes of these western redwings are very like those of

their eastern cousins, except that, if we consider the east

ern bird says "conk-a-ree," then the western one says noonk-

a-ree-a.w

Then I had a great thrill, while examining one section of

cattails, to find some yellow-headed blackbirds. These are

very striking birds, with brilliant yellow heads as the name

implies. The notes are very striking, too; I render them

phonetically as follows: "pip-pip-wanh-wanh" to describe the

most characteristic utterance. This roughly corresponds to

the oonk-a-ree of the redwing. The first two notes are

sharp and high-pitched; the remaining two are nasal and whi-

ny, as if the bird were annoyed and oomplaining — or giving

somebody the raspberry, much the same as a small boy does

when he says "yanh-yanh" derisively to another small boy.

Common on the well-sprinkled lawns of Richland, and in

the trees and on telephone wires, was another blackbird

whioh at first I assumed hastily to be a grackle. When I

consulted Peterson, however, I discovered there are no

graokles on the west ooast normally, so I did some more

reading. I came up with the conclusion that these must be

Brewer's blackbirds, a bird about the size of a redwing, and

that the apparent size had fooled me. Next time I saw one I

examined it closely and discovered that they were, indeed,

Brewer's blaokbirds. 'i'his is a stilny, iridescent black bird

with a white eye. It runs around the lawns much as the

starlings do at home.'

On my previous trip here I saw a raven, but I didn't see

any so far this trip. Of this species Peterson says that,

on the whole, it replaces the crow in arid country, but so

far the honors have been even in my experience. I've seen

exactly one of each. The raven is, of course, a much bigger

bird, and there are other field marks which help to tell the

two apart — size, method of flight, notes, etc.

V/hile I was dressing in my hotel room this morning, in

preparation for my early-morning field trip, I heard the

familiar "wick-wiok-wick-wick" of a flicker somewhere out

side. On consulting Peterson, I found that it was not, how

ever, the flicker we have in the East but the red-shafted

flicker, of which there are two subspecies on the west

coast. There being no apparent field differences, I won't

attempt to distinguish between them.

Ducks and geese are common along the Columbia River here.

I have been told that the Columbia is a wildlife refuge; it

would seem so, the way these water birds behave. They are

continually flying around or working the river; flocks of

geese are not at all uncommon. I have not, however, been

able to study them much, being without binoculars. I am

told there are both Canada geese and brant here, not to men

tion whistling swans.
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AT MONTEZUMA Rudolph H. Slona

There was no Montezuma Marshes field trip this year, but
the area was visited on April 28 and 29 by five SBC members.

Included were the Hippies, Wlards, and the writer..

Friday, the 27th, was a fine day. But Saturday was. so

windy as to make song birding impossible and marsh birding

unpleasant unless from the car windows. But the usual fine

assortment was present. The large rafts of ducks had passed

but on both mornings we were greeted by spectacular wedges,

lines, waves, and masses of Canada geese coming in from the

south and west in seemingly unending procession. Wave after

wave appeared at first as a faint cloud in the distant haze,

and no sooner did one mass come clearly into view another

became dimly visible, and another — and another! No other

aspect of the trip was so thrilling to behold. And they all
without exception swept down on set wings to settle on Mon

tezuma1 s very fowlworthy waters, each flock adding its num

bers to the ever-growing acres and acres of active, honking

geese. Now as we scanned and combed over that great carpet

of fowl through 342 telescope (and 20X too) it was Leon
Wiard, I believe, who first spotted a whiter specimen. Des

pite the heat waves off the water and the annoying shaking

of the scope by the.unrelenting and inconsiderate wind, we

all agreed we were observing at least one adult blue goose.

This was our top rarity. If we had been two weeks earlier,

we.might have seen snow geese. Such is the calibre of Mon
tezuma.

Tops ai.iong the ducks were gadwall 5, shoveller 6, redhead
3, canvas-back 2 — all rare at least locally. Also good

numbers of buffleheads like little bobbing tufts of cotton

on the waves, ruddy ducks and a group of greater scaup on

upper Cayuga Lake. A lone cormorant stood in plain sight on

an emersed stump.

Virginia rails and pied-billed grebes were talking it up

out in the marsh, but did not show themselves.

Saturday afternoon became exceedingly wet. But we peered

between the drops to see gadwall, breeding-plumage horned

grebe, ooimaon and black terns, Bonaparte's gull, and our

redheads and canvas-backs. So the time was not a complete

loss. The rain did, however, eliminate all chance of visit

ing Howland's Island as originally planned. Instead we

found a fine colony of purple martins and a flock of 30 com

mon loons along upper Cayuga Lake.

The air finally oleared, the wind diminished to a plea
sant evening with the air essentially quiet. So but we went

to Montezuma to witness the flight of the snipe and wood-
oook. Fortunately for us both of them performed in the same

general area, so only one stop was necessary. The woodcock
was rather far to catch more than the ground note. But the
snipe was in the air directly over our heads much of the

time, repeatedly uttering his eerie, disembodied series of

whistles. These.whistles-rise gradually upscale on a strong

crescendo from very soft to rather loud and close-sounding,

but mellow. It sounds like "bup-bup-bup-BUP-BUP-BUF-BUP".
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The performance differs markedly from the woodcock's ritual.
The snipe remains aloft indefinitely, while tne woodcock re

turns to the ground immediately after completing his flight

song of one minute or so, and spends much time calling
"Peent" from the ground.

The second day, Sunday, sarted out clear, sunny and calm
for lj hours. During this time we got yellow and myrtle
warblers, house wren and a Florida gallinule. Then the wind

once again descended upon us with great force, shaking the

telescope tripods so that distant foousing was most diffi

cult. It was at this time when we saw the blue goose at a

considerable distance but in full sun.

Partly owing to the habitat, but mostly because of the

wind and rain, we missed the chickadee, nuhatoh, kinglets,
wazwings, etc. About the last bird we saw before leaving

the marshes Sunday was an adult bald eagle sitting on its

nest not more than 20 feet up in a spindly dead tree in the

flooded dead-tree area. But the light was so poor under

overcast skies, that we had great difficulty seeing the white

head even in our telescopes.

Our list was 84 species, I think. Not bad under the con

ditions .

LOUDONVILLEfS BARN OWL M.bci w. French

Before I was out of bed on the morning of July 10 X was

startled by what seemed like a panic-striken uproar by every

bird in the neighborhood. I went out as quickly as possi
ble. The disturbance seemed to be centered at the road edge

of our yard. Robins were leading the oommotion, with plenty

of help from catbirds and wood thrushes. Even a female red

start was doing her tiny best. I could see no reason for

the uproar.

The birds kept up their protests until nearly noon. By

then the idea had occurred to me that an owl might have set

tled down to spend the day, so I went out to look. I found
the owl. High up in a tall, slim red maple that crowds a

large spruoe sat a barn owl, and there it continued to sit

until the dusk of evening had closed in. Likewise those

birds continued to shriek, with brief intermissions all day.

A slight shift in the owl's position or a twist of its head

was enough to create a fresh outbreak.

It rained the greater part of the afternoon and evening.

I sat on the porch where I oould watch the tree, but I never
saw ftHonkey-face" take off. He apparently just melted away

in the gathering darkness. By that time it seemed to me

that some of the robins were literally growing hoarse. This

was the first time I had seen a barn owl in our neighborhood.

There was a recent comment in FEATHERS (p. 56) regarding
the part played by cars in the decrease of screech owls.

During his sohool days my son brought me two saw-whet and

one screech owl that were motor casualties, and I am sure

other birds are also similarly affected by highway deaths.
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WHO DOES WHAT IN S B C Or. Minnie B. Scotland

Returns from the inquiry blanks that were mailed to S B G

members several months ago show they have a wide variety of

interests, but with certain dominating hobbies and avoca

tions. One hundred and ten Inquiries were mailed out by the

Club*s Board of Directors; 35 responses were received.

First as to vocations of the members; included are 7

homemakers, 4 engineers, 4 teachers, 2 chemists, 2 office

workers, 2 laboratory technicians, 2 writers, and one each

of physicist, draftsman, research engineer, nurse, writer,

insurance agent, student, metallurgist, manager of game

farm, religious worker, and saleswoman. Three gave no voca

tion.

Memberships in other ornithological and similar societies

are numerous. Eight belong to the National Audubon Society,

six to American Ornithologists' Union, four to Wilson Or

nithological Club; three to each of Museum of Natural His

tory, Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, American Forestry Assooia-
tion, and Massachusetts Audubon Society; two to each of St.

Petersburg Audubon Society, Bird and Tree Circle of St. Pe

tersburg Garden Club, and American Association for the Ad

vancement of Science; and one each of Sohenectady Garden

Club, Adirondack Hiking Club, A M C, Iowa Ornithological

Union, Cooper's Ornithological Club, American Nature Study

Society, Brookline Bird Club, Yosemite Nature Club, Pleasant

Valley Sanctuary* Wilderness Society, and the Northeastern,

Eastern, Inland, and Western Bird Banding Associations* In

addition, 3 B C has 20 or more individual members in the

Federation of New York State Bird Clubs, and several belong

to the Schenectady kuseum Association.

As for particular ornithological interests, "just fun and

recreation" was checked by 26, bird-census work by 10, life-
history studies by 8, photography by 5, bird-banding by 4,

SCHENECTADY BIRD CLUB INC.

HOST MAY 24-25 AT 1952 CONVENTION

FEDERATION OF

NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS
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SQng gtudy by ^ ^ Q

GuyBartiett Editor education by one each.
1053 Parkwood Blvd. „ . . , . ,

• Four members have contributed articles

or items to the literature of ornithology Inot counting FEA

THERS). The Auk, New York State Bird Day Bulletin, Xosemite
Nature Notes, and The Kingbird are included.

Added Interests in other fields of nature were numerous:

Flowers, 19; trees, 15; mammals, 7; insects, 7; stars, 5;

reptiles, 2; and one each for fish, soil, amphibians, geolo

gy, mineralogy, fossils, horticukture, biology. Five showed

"all nature" as their interest.

Three of those returning their check-lists indioated their

participation in national and one in local conservation pro

grams, and four in nature-education programs.

Nature photography is of interest to four members, all in

color and two in black-and-white also.

Several are connected with youth group work: School 3,

Scout 3, Day Camp 2, Junior Audubon 1, YW C A 1, and Church

and Museum 1.

The returns did not seem to agree with the facts in the .

case of one question. As for field trips, seven indicated a
preference for Sundays, 11 for Saturdays, eight for either,

and four were not Interested In such trips. Indications are

that Saturday trips should be most popular. Actually, how

ever, few Saturday trips have equalled those of Sundays in

attendance.

SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS
Esly Kaflenbeck and Leon A. Wiard, Co-chairmen

RESERVOIR FULL . Watervliet Reservoir, August 19

Only four attended this usually interesting trip. A wet

summer has kept the reservoir very high, so no shore birds

aside from a few killdeer in flight were found. Perhaps

most Interesting were a hummingbird sampling evening primro

ses and a yellow-billed cuokoo, the latter along the reser

voir shore in a dense thicket and very quiet. Red-eyed vl-

reos, wood pewees and redstarts were the most persistent
singers. A scarlet tanager was seen in the upper reservoir

woods, along with quantities of interesting mushrooms.

Forty-^five species were recorded: Green heron, 1; Ameri-

oah bittern,. 1; mallard, 18; black duck, 6; Cooper's hawk.l;
osprey, 1; killdeer, 2; mourning dove, 3; yellow-billed

cuokoo, 1; chimney swift, 2; ruby-throated hummingbird, 1;

belted kingfisher, 2; flicker, 6; downy woodpecker, 2; king
bird t 6; crested flycatcher, 1; phoebe, 1; wood pewee, 2;

barn swallow, 6; blue jay, 6; crow, K\ chickadee, 6; white-
breasted nuthatdhi 2; house wren, 2; catbird, 6; robin, 12;
veery, 2; cedar waxwing, 2; starling, 12; red-eyed vireo.10;
black and white warbler, 1; Nashville warbler, 1; yellow

warbler, 6; chestnut-sided warbler, 1; redstart, 12; house

sparrow, 12; bobolink, 6; meadowlark, 1; red-winged black
bird, 100; Baltimore oriole, 10; scarlet tanager, 1; gold-

tiaoht: 30; Henslow's sparrow, 1; field sparrow* 1; and song
.sparrow, 60. — Rudolph H. Sfcone
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NEW SBC CHECK-LISTS

Important changes have been made in

the names of the birds. To bring the
SBC check-list up to date and to im
prove on the old in still other ways,

two new lists hare been compiled, de-

low is a "proof" of the new pooket-
size list, superseding the previous

3-3/4 x 6-3A inch oheck-llat for lo
cal use. It will be noticed that
additional species are listed, and

spaces left open for adding others. ■

"Proof of the back of this new

check - list is on the next page. The
reproduction is full-scale.

Details concerning how to obtain

your supply of the new oheck-list are

in the accompanying supplement.

Adoption of the new names will be

in conformanoe with the nomenclature

now being used by the National Audubon

Locality.

"Nine.

In Group.

Nolw

. Temp. _Wind_

.Date

.Sky.

.Specie* Sec

Common Loon

Red-throated Loon.

Rrd-nccked Grebe.

Homed Grebe

Pied-billcd Grebe _

Dbl-crested Cormorant.

Great Blue Heron.

American Egret

Snowy Egirt

Little Blue Heron-

Green Heron

Black-cr..Night Heron.

American Bittern

Least Bittern

Mute Swan

Whistling Swan.

Canada Goose

American Brant.

Snow Goose

Blue Goose

Mallard

Black Duck

Gadwall

American Widgeon-

Pintail

G^ren-wingrd Teal.

Blur-winged Teal

Shoveller

Wood Duck

Redhead

Ring-ncekrd Duck.

Canvas-back

Greater Scaup

Lesser Seaup

American Golden-eye.

Barrow's Golden-eye _

Bufnc-hcsd ^^^^^^^_

Old-squaw

White-winged Scoter_

Surf Scoter

American Scoter-

Ruddy Duck

Hooded Merganser

American Merganser

Red-breasted Merganser.

Turkey Vulture.

Goshawk

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper's Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk.

Broad-winged Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk

Golden Eagle

Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk

Osprcy

Peregrine Falcon-

Pigeon Hawk

Sparrow Hawk

RufTcd Grouse .

Bob-white

Ring-necked Phear,-»nt_

King Rail

Virginia Rail-

Sort

Florida Gallimile.

American Coot

Ringed Plover.

Killdeer

American Golden Plover.

Black-bellied Plover

Ruddy Turnstone

American Woodcock

Wilson's Snipe

Upland Sandpiper

Spotted Sandpiper

Solitary Sandpiper

Greater Yellow-legs

Lesser Yellow-legs

Red Knot

Purple Sandpiper.

Pectoral Sandpiper

White-rumped Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

Rctl-backcd Sandpiper.

Eastern Dowitcher

Stilt Sandpiper.

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Western Sandpiper

Sanderling

. Phalarope-

Glaucoiu Gull.

Iceland Gull

Great Black-backed Gull

Herring Gull

Ring-billed Gull :_

Bonaparte's Gull

Common Tern.

Least Tern

CaspianTern

Black Tem

Bruimich's Murre.

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo_

Black-billed Cuckoo-

Bam Owl

Screech Owl

Horned Owl

Snowy Owl

Barred Owl

Long-eared Owl .

Short-eared Owl.

Saw-whct Owl

Whip-poor-will

Common Nighthawk.
67



Sooiety and other publiahera, Includ

ing the newer books.

Shown below is the back of the new
pocket check - list, the front page of

which is shown on the preceding page.-
On the next page is reproduced the

"proof" of an entirely new check-list.

It will be of the same size as pages

of EEATHEBS (5-1/4 X 8-1/4 inches).
The larger page permits the listing

of many more species. In fact, it has

been possible to inolude the names of

most species one would expect to re-

oord in trips along the Atlantic Coast

and to the south. The list is also of
a size which permits the showing of
family or group' names, as well aa
blanks for added species. The size

will appeal particularly to those who
make frequent trips into more distant
areas, and to those desiring a uniform

file with FEAHTHEHS.
The second page of the new, larger

check-list is shown on the second page
following this one. It la also repro

duced full-scale.

Chimney Swift

Ruby-thr. Hummingbird.

Belted Kingfisher.

Yellow-shafted Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker

Red-bellied Woodpecker.

Red-headed Woodpecker.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

Hairy Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Arctic Woodpecker

Three-toed Woodpecker-

Eastern Kingbird —

Crested Flycatcher-

Eastern Phoebe

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.

Acadian Flycatcher

Traill'i Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher

Eastern Wood Pewee

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Homed Lark.

Tree Swallow

Bank Swallow

Rough-winged Swallow.

Bam Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Purple Martin

Blue Jay

American Grow.

Fish Crow

Black-capped Chickadee.

Brown-capped Chickadee.

Tufted Titmouse

White-breasted Nut

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper.

House Wren

Winter Wren

Carolina Wren

Long-billed Marsh Wren.

Short-billed Marsh Wren.
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Mockingbird.

Catbird

Brown Thrasher.

American Robin

Wood Thrush :

Hermit Thrush

Olive-backed Thrush -

Gray-cheeked Thrush -

Veery

Eastern Bluebird.

:-gray Gnai

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Ruby-crowned Kinglet—

itcatcher Redsi

Water Pipit

Bohemian Waxwing.

Cedar Waxwing

Gray Shrike

Loggerhead Shrike.

Common Starling.

White-eyed Vireo

Yellow-throated Vireo.

Solitary Vireo

Red-eyed Vireo

Philadelphia Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Black and White Warblei

Prothonotary Warbler

Worm-eating Warbler

Golden-winge'd Warbler.

Blue-winged Warbler

(Brewster's Warbler)

(Lawrence's Warbler)—

Tennessee Warbler

Orange-crowned Warblet

Nashville Warbler

Parula Warbler

Yellow Warbler

Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler

thatch|_ Black-thr. Blue Warbler.

Myrtle Warbler

Black-thr. Green Warblei

Cerulean Warbler

Blackburnian Warbler—

Chestnut-sided Warbler.

Bay-breasted Warbler

Black-poll Warbler

Pine Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Palm Warbler

Oven-bird

Northern Watcrt

Louisiana Waterthrush.

Kentucky Warbler.

Connecticut Warbler—

Mourning Warbler

Common Yellowthroat.

Yellow-breasted Chat—

Hooded Warbler

Black-capped Warbler-

Canada Warbler

itart

Bobolink

Eastern Meadowlark—

Red-winged Blackbird.

Orchard Oriole

Baltimore Oriole

Rusty Blackbird

Purple Crackle

Brown-headed Cawbird

Scarlet Tanagcr.

Cardinal

Rox-brcasted Gr

Indigo Bunting

Dickcissel

use Sparrow.

Evening Grosbeak'-

Purple Finch

Pine Grosbeak

Hoary Redpoll

Common Redpoll—

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch.

Red Crossbill

White-winged Crossbill.

Eastern Towhee .

Savannah Sparrow

Grasshopper Sparrow—

Henslow's Sparrow

Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow

Lark Sparrow

Slate-colored Junco.

American Tree Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

White-crowned Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow—

Swamp Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lapland Longspur

Snow Bunting



Locality-

Time. ._ -

(n Group-

Noies.

-Sky_. Wind .Temp_

,Species Seen^

LQQKS

Common Loon

Kcd-throatcd Loon.

GREBES

Red-necked Grebe.

Horned Grebe ——

Pied-billed Grebe-

PETRELS

Sooty Shearwater

Greater Shearwater.

Cory's Shearwater_

Atlantic Fulmar

Leach's Petrel

Storm Petrel

Wilson'i Petrel

CORMORANTS

White Pelican

Brown Pelican

Gannet

European Cormorant

Dbl-crretcd Cormorant.

Olivaceous Cormorant.

Anhinga

Magnificent Frigate-bird

HERONS

Great White Heron.

Great Blue Heron.

American Egret

Snowy Egret

Reddiih Egret

I-ouisana Hemn

Little Blue Heron.

Green Heron

Black-cr. Night Heron-

Ycllow-cr. Night Heron,

American Bittern

Least Bittern

Wood Ibis

Glossy Ibis

White Ibii

Roseate Spoonbill

Flamingo

DUCKS. GEESE. SWANS

Mute Swan I

Canada Goose

American Brant

White-fronted Goose.

Snow Goose

Blue Goose

Mallard

Black Duck

Mottled Duck

Gadwall

European Widgeon.

American Widgeon.

Pintail

Green-winged Teal.

Blue-winged Teal

Cinnamon Teal

Shoveller

Wood Duck

Redhead

Ring-ncr.kcil Duck.

Canvas-back

Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup

American Golden-eye

Barrow's Gi>ldcn-cyc

Buffle-head

Old-squaw

Harlequin Duck

Common Eider

King Eider

^White-winged Scoter.

.Surf Scoter

American Scoter

'Ruddy Duck

Hooded Merganser

American Merganser.

Red-breasted Merganser.

Whistling Swan .

VULTURES. HAWKS

Turkey Vulture

Black Vulture

Swallow-tailed Kite.

Mississippi Kite

Everglade Kite

Goshawk

Sharp-shinned Hawk.

Cooper's Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk.

Red-shouldered Hawk.

Broad-winged Hawk.

Swainsnn'a Hawk

Short-tailed Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk-

Ferruginous Hawk

Golden Eagle

Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk

Osprey

Audubon's Caracara-

Cyrfalcon

Peregrine Falcon.

Pigeon Hawk

Sparrow Hawk

] GALLINACF.ANS

{Spruce Grouse

JRuffcd Grouse

_j Willow Ptarmigan

I Rock Ptarmigan

Greater Prairie Chicken

Lesser Prairie Chicken

Sharp-tailed Grouse

European Partridge

Bob-white

Ring-ncckcd Pheasant.

Turkey

RAILS. GALLINULES

Whooping Crane.

Sandhill Crane

Limpkin

King Rail

Clapper Rail

Virginia Rail

Sora

Yellow Rail

Black Rail

Purple Gallinule_

Florida Gallinule.

American Coot

SHORE BIRDS

American Oystercatcher

Piping Plover

Snowy Plover

■Ringed Plover

jwflson's Plover

Greater Yellow-])

Lesser Yellow-legs

Red Knot

Purple Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper.

While-rumped Sandpiper

Baird's Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

Red-backed Sandpiper.

Eastern Dowitchcr

Long-billed Dowitcher.

iiilt Sandpiper-

American Golden Plovei

Black-bellied Plover

Ruddy Turnstone

American Woodcock

Wilson's Snipe

.ong-billcd Curlew

Hudsonian Curlew

Upland Sandpiper

Spotted Sandpiper

Solitary Sandpiper

Willct

Srmipalmatcd Sandpiper

rVcstcrn Sandpiper

'-breasted Sandpiper.

Marbled Godwit

Hudsonian Godwit.

Sanderling _

American Avocct

Black-necked Stilt

Red Phalarope

Wilson's Phalarope

Northern Phalarope

Pomarine Jaeger

Parasitic Jaeger

Long-tailed Jaeger

Skua

Glaucous Gull.

Iceland Gull

Ireat Black-backed Gull

Herring Gull

Kurolicn'j Gull)

Ring-billed Gull

Laughing Gull

'ranklin's Gull

Bonaparte's Gull

,ittle Gull

Black-legged Kittiwakc.



SahineV Gull FLYCATCHERS

Giill-hilli-ri Tcrii i Eastern Kingbird

Trrn . Cray Kingbird-

OMnmon Trrn _J_ JWrMcrn Kingbird -
An tii Tern _ __]Crc<trrl Flycatcher

Rmratr Trm.

SiHily Trm

l.rai.1 Trm-

Royal Tom

Cabot's Tern

Caspian Tern

Mark Tern ...

Noddy

Bl.irk Skimmer

Rarnr-billed Auk

Ccimmon Murre

Brunnich's Murr

Dovckie

BJack Guillemot

Atlantic Puffin _

itrd Flyca

_. 'Eastern Phoebe

jYelW-bpllird Flycatcher

_Aradian Flycatcher

Traill's Flyratrh'

_ Least Flyratchpr ,

. Eastern Wood Prvee

.Olive-sided Flycatcher

DOVES

Rock Dove .

While-crownrd Kgron .

Mourning Oovc-

Grmind Dove

Rouffh-winged Swallow

Barn Swallow

Cliff Swallow

VIREOS

White-eyed Virco.

-Bell's Vireo

"Yellow-throated Vireo.

""Solitary Vireo.

CUCKOOS

Mangrove Cuckoo „

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Black-billed Cuckoo _

Smooth-billed Ani

-tBlack-whiskered Vireo.

-pted-cyed Vireo

-^Philadelphia Vireo
-Warbling Vireo

Florida Jay

(American Magpie

Common Raven

American Crow

Fish Crow

OWLS

Barn Owl _

Scrrcvh O«i .

Homed Owl.

Snowy Owl —

Hawk Owl _

Burrowing Owl.

Barml Owl

WOODPECKERS

Yellow-shafted Flicker

Pileated Woodprrker

Ri-d-bcllied Woodpecker

R^-d-hcaded Wrmlpeckei

YelJow-bcllird Sapsuckcr

Hairy Wnodpivker

Downy WnorfJKvkor

R.-d-encKndr.-l W.«d;'kr

Arrfir Woodprckrr

Thni t«-d Woodpecker

Ivrry-Kllod WondrnVleet

TITMICE

Black-capped Chickadee.

Carolina Chickadee

■ Brown-capped Chickadee

J Tufted Titmouse

NUTHATCHES

White-breasted Nuthatch

Rcd-brcasted Nuthatch

—'Black and White Warbler

Prothonoury Warblcr_

Swainson's ^V'a^blcr

Worm-eating \\'arbler_

'Golden-winged Warbler

Blue-winged Warbler.

' (Brewstcr's Warhlur)

^Lawrence** Warbler)_

JBacliman's Warbler

.Tennessee Warbler

Orange-crowned Warbler

^Nashville Warbler
Parula Warbler

Yellow Warbler

-.'Magnolia Waiblcr

- Cape May Warbler

.Black-thr. Blue Warbler

Myrtle Waiblcr

THRUSHES

American Robin

Wood Thru«h

Hermit Thrush

Olive-backed Thrush .

Gray-checked Thrush -

Veery

Eastern Bluebird.

Black-lhr. GrtTii Wa.-bler

Cerulean Warbler

Blackbuniian Warbler

Yellow-throated Warbler

Chestnut-sided Warbler.

Bay-breasted Warbler

Black-poll Warbler

Pine Wai bier

Kirtbnd's Warbler

] Prairie Warbler

Palm Warbler

■Oven-bird

j Northern Wa*crthni»h_

{Louisiana Waterthnish.

i Kentucky Warbler

1 Connecticut Warbler

j Mourning Warbler

Common Ycllowthroat-

Ycllow-breasted Chat

Hooded Warbler

KINGLETS

Blur-gray Gnatratrhcr_

<;.»Mrrwrowncd Kinj;lrlJ

Rubv-crowned Kinglt-l.

Blac.k-rap[H-d Warbler.

Canada Warbler

Redstart

WEAVER FINCHES

J House Sparrow

BLACKBIRDS. ORIOLES

Bobolink

Easifrn.MesidnwLirk _

^\fe^.tern Meadowlark.

Vellow-hradrd Blackbirc1

Red-wnnpcd Blackbird

On-hard Oriole

Baltimore Oriole

Rusty Blackbird

Brewer'* Blackbird

Boat-tailed Crackle. —

Purple Grackle

Brown-headed Cowbird

FINCHES. SPARROWS

Cardinal

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Bluf Grosbeak

Painted Bunting

Dickcissel

Evening Grosbeak

Purple Finch

House Finch

Pine Grosbeak

European Goldfinch

Hoary Redpoll

Common Redpoll

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch .

Red Crossbill

White-winged Crossbill

Eastern Towhee

Ipswich Sparrow

Savannah Sparrow

Grasshopper Sparrow

Lceonte's Sparrow

Henslow's

Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Seaside Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow

Lark Sparrow

Pine-woods Sparrow

Slate-colored Junco

American Tree Sparrow.

Chipping Sparrow

Clay-colored Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Harris's Sparrow

Whitr-erowncd Sparrow.

Whitc.-throatcd Sparrow.

Fox Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow .

Song Sparrow

Mc'Cown's Longspur

Lapland Longspur

Smith's Longspur

Chestnut-colIar.Longspnr

Snow Bunting

Added Species



FEATHERS September,1951

WHY J. Murray Ho11 liter

Recent issues of FEATHERS have recorded several interest

ing and instructive bird hikes, but I do not recall a story

on the negative side of the sport. This summer 1 vacationed
at Lake Mansfield, eight miles west of Stowe, Vt., from June
20 to September 1, and was greatly surprised by the absence

of bird life. .

Having visited the spot every suiiiuer for the past ten

years, I became curious as to the reason why.

The thrushes are usually there •— wood, hermit, and veery.

But not one did I hear, or were any reported by other bird

watchers. Previously I had found the nest of the wood, and

either seen or heard the other two. No phoebe or pewee, al

though both usually nest.

No purple finch, usually a nester. At times there had

been twenty feeding near the club house, ifo cedar waxwings,

occasional nostera. One spotted sandpiper, seen once, al

though it had nested several times. No warblers. One song

sparrow which left soon after the hatch. One hummingbird

for a short time, visiting the geraniums on the^ poroh. One

robin visitor, no nesting. The barn swallows nested in the

boat house, but they all left soon after the second hatch.

Now a few observations of the insects. The dragonflies

seemed about ten per cent of normal — and not even one dam
sel-fly. One good hatch of black gnats, and one small hatch

of moth-flies. Most of the butterflies were the small spe

cies of fritillaries, and their numbers were below par. The

moths were mostly small — none of the larger species like

the luna and sphinx, very few flies, after the black-fly

season in June. No DDT was sprayed around the lake or vici

nity, and very little inseoticide was used in the.house.

Now the results of a bird-hike along the lake shore one

windless, sunny forenoon. Two birds, a kingfisher and an

unidentified sparrow, six small moths, and three bumblebees.

A family of American mergansers (fish-eaters) on the lake;

and a family of barred owls recordedi

Mice were plentiful. 1 even caught four deer mice in a

trap inside my automobile, where I had stored a. bag of

chick-feed for the chipmunks, "Yes I the car wasi iociced and
all windows closed. It seems to me that the lack of birds

was because of the shortage of food;' and the shortage of
food might be charged to the weatherman, as he delivered an
unusually cold, wet summer. '

RECENT SBC RECORDS

FrazerR. Turrenfine, Chairman

LITTLE BLUE .. At Saratoga Lake

Among the birds recorded by Bob Yunick-at-Saratoga Lake
on.August 18 was a little blue heron.

Strictly local records of the American egret have not

been record-breaking this season.

71



FEATHERS September,1951

MORE ABOUT MUTES Variously Seen

Two mute swans were recorded on the Niskayuna wide-waters

of the Mohawk on Memorial Day through June 8 (FEATHERS,July,
page 51). There was a previous record — on May 27 Rudd
Stone saw two In flight over the Gateway Bridge. In early

June Leon Wlard saw two In flight over his home on the Al-

bany-Schenectady road, and at about the same time the Albany

newspapers reported two mute swans on the six-mile reservoir,

not far from where Mr. Wiard saw the flying birds.

SUMMER GEESE Liberateds?

A V-flight of 16 Canada geese flew high to the south over

Ellis Hospital at 7:30 p.m. on August 14, rather early for
migrants. A flock of about the same number was again seen

in our territory three days later, earlier in the day and
flying northwest — maybe some of the summer geese previ

ously mentioned (July, p. 55).

SUMMER MALLAHDS Liberations

Two decades ago the mallard was considered locally as a

transient, Now it is to be found throughout the area in all

seasons of the year, provided there is open water. Some of

the records are of flightless, banded birds that have been

liberated* Other records, however, are of later generations.

URBAN CUCKOO Recovered

An Immature black-billed cuckoo, apparently injured or at
least dazed, was recovered in early August at the edge of

Vale Cemetery. After a couple days of being housed, it re

covered and was liberated*

j[ NEWS AND NOTES \H BRIEF,

SPARE THAT HAWK Our Thanks to SPORTS AFIELD

Seldom do publications like FEATHERS and the hunting-

fishing magazines find themselves in agreement. Sports

Afield for August, 1951, contains an excellent article about

the hawks, with four full pages of excellent illustrations.

With text by B. W. Cartwright and paintings by Angus H.

Shortt. The article is entitled "Spare That Hawk" and the

sub-title says "Don't be a Nature Waster through ignorance.

These hawks are friends, not foes."

Says the introduction: "You would not kick a friend in

the teeth when he came to your door bearing gifts — not if

you are a decent member of society. But that, in effect, is

what we do when we shoot the large hawks. The largest hawks

are the most common and most beneficial.

"The Nature Waster who shoots them is an enemy of the

farmer and of the public as a whole*.

"Don't get me wrong. I know that occasionally individu

als of the most beneficial hawks will camp alongside the

barnyard and pick off the farmer's chickens. That kind of

rogue must be liquidated in self-defense. But that is ex
ceptional."

In the text: "The best rule for the gunner to follow is,

'DON'T SHOOT HAWKS.•"
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57 SPECIES OF BIRDS Lillian C. Sfoner and Pauline E. Baker

SBC members are not especially interested in the number

57 when used in the well-known slogan of 57 varieties of

pickles, but our club people are pleased when they see and

record 57 species of birds on a field trip. This was the

number listed by the 18 participants on the September 16,

1951 Hudson River trip.

Sinoe not a sufficient number of members signed up this

year for the Stoner Bus Trip, private oars were used instead
of the bus.

Most of the estimated count of 2800 individual birds was

taken on the trip down the east side of the Hudson River,

between Albany and Hudson. After crossing the river on the

Rip Van Winkle Bridge, four miles south of the city of Hud

son, the return trip included a short distance on the west

side of the river and a trip to both the Westerlo Basic

Creek and the Alcove Reservoirs. Both of these large reser

voirs furnish water for the Albany area.

Herons and Eagles

No great numbers of the heron families were visible to us

on the entire day trip as the tide, which was near low when

we started, was coming in when we reached the big bridge.

However, when we were about 18 miles south of Albany, we did

see a beautiful picture of five American egrets and one

great blue heron standing in rather shallow water at a dis

tant plaoe; then, later on our trip, five green herons were

observed near one spot.

At another point an adult and an immature bald eagle

rested long enough in the top of a dead tree across the ri

ver so that we could see them through both field glasses and

telescopes.

Mot Many Hawks

An immature red-tailed hawk apparently Interested in us

soared round and round above our heads as we stood by our

cars on a side road and Identified him. Some members previ

ously had watched the maneuvers of a red-shouldered hawk. In

all, 12-individuals of hawks and eagles were recorded be

tween 7:45 a.m. and 5:45 P*m.

Several members watched a dowitcher flying low over a
possible feeding spot in the river. Still another picture

we will remember seeing was at the Alcove Reservoir where a

ringed plover and a killdeer were seen close together so we
could compare their size, markings and color.
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Schenectady Bird Club, Inc.

Guy Bartlett Editor

1053 Parkwood Blvd.

The graokles, In an estimated flock of
1000, were noisy as they settled near us,

and at another time we heard the clatter-

chatter of the long-billed marsh wren. Of course goldfinch

es were seen and heard off and on much of the day. Also,

uncounted numbers of red-winged blackbirds down In the

marshes were heard but not seen.

The day was sunny exoept for a short period in mid-morn

ing when a dense fog prevented us from seeing birds. The

temperature ranged from 63° in the morning to more than 75°
by mid-afternoon, and there was no wind.

Two weeks previous to this trip the two leaders saw about
30 American egrets near the Rip Van Winkle Bridge.

Just before dark, on their return trip, the Schenectady

group added two nighthawks, In low flight around Central

Park junior high school.

The following list explains the count of 57 species and

2800 estimated individuals observed:

Pied-billed Grebe
Great Blue Heron

American Egret

Green Heron
Black-cr. Night Heron

American Bittern

Mallard

Black Duck

Blue-winged Teal

Wood Duck

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk

Osprey

Sparrow Hawk

Ruffed Grouse

Ring-necked Pheasant

Ringed Plover 1
Killdcer 5

Upland Sandpiper 1
Eastern Dowitcher J,

Semipatmated Sandpiper 22
Hem'nrr Gull 10

Ring-billed Gull 6

Mourning Dove 2
Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Common Nighthawk

Ruby-thr. Hummingbird

Belted Kingfisher 8
Yellow-shafted Flicker H

Hairy Woodpecker 1

Downy Woodpecker 5

Eastern Phoebe 1
Eastern Wood Pewee 1

Blue Jay QL
American Crow 38

Black-capped Chickadee

White-breasted Nuthatch

House Wren

Loncr-billed Marsh Wren

Catbird

American Robin

Eastern Bluebird

Water Pipit

Cedar Waxwing

Common Starling

Myrtle Warbler

House Sparrow

Eastern Meadowlark

Red-winged Blackbird
Purple Grackle J.

Purple Finch

American Goldfinch

Swamp Sparrow

Song Sparrow

CAPE COD'S SOUTH SHORE Dorothy W.CoIdwoll

This year it was my privilege to spend late July and

early August on Cape Cod's south shore* My companions were

interested birders, as were friends living nearby. Our lit

tle house had a brook full of cardinal flowers and a rather

sandy "lawn" hedged with beach plums, Scotch broom, olethra
and wild roses, with bob-whites calling all about us. Near

by was a pleasant pine woods that In September would have

its borders gay with blazing star. Across the road was a

wide marsh, hunting ground of the herons, great blue, black-

crowned night, and green (it was visited this past May for a
few days by a snowy egret) and in late July alight with can
delabra of Turk's cap lilies. Down the road a few hundred
feet was a little beach, and from the house we had fine vis

tas of Nantucket Sound with Monomoy in the distance.

Late Saturday afternoon, July 28, we visited nearby Cock
le Cove. The tide was coming in rapidly but the Hudsonian
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curlew, seven of them, with their extraordinary, dispropor

tionately long bills were still feeding on the sand bars;

also a lone willet and various "peeps", gulls and terns.

Curlew were also calling from the marshes behind us and when
the rising tide washed our seven off the sand bar, more cur

lew poured out of the marshes to join them in flight until

we were surrounded by 30 or 40 circling about before they

flew off toward Monomoy.

Sunday I went off with a friend who was preparing for the

local flower show. Avoiding main routes we browsed here and

there along the cape's many delightful byways, acquiring

some of the material she desired for the garden club exhi

bits. Suddenly we found ourselves on the bank of a pleasant

lily pond with a border of delicate pink. Sabatia! Masses

of it everywhere we looked, and at our feet a little path

that led us down a bank where it was growing right before us.

This exquisitely beautiful wild flower has been gathered so

ruthlessly for decades by city florists and by local street

vendors that we supposed it had been nearly extirpated. It

is now protected by the state, and this season seemed to be

an exceptionally favorable one for it. It had never been my

good fortune to see it growing so abundantly.

At Nausett

Monday we birded again. In the morning friends took us

over roads new to us. We saw curlew feeding in the marshes

and learned new territory with pleasant possibilities. In

the afternoon these friends went with us to Nausett. The

tide was not right for the long walk down the beach but we

found a sharp-tailed sparrow near the Coast Guard and had

good views of a black tern, as well as of least and common

terns and various shorebirds. We returned to Orleans and

went by little-used roads to a point where we could look

across at Nausett again, with mud flats in the foreground

teeming with red knots, dowitchers, black-bellied plovers,

yellow-legs, two willets, and many "peep" — a wonderfully

sightly spot as well as an excellent birding place, and new

territory to me. We finished the day in a vain search for a

flock of six eiders unexpectedly summering off the shore*

To Chatham

Tuesday we attended the flower show and later went to

Chatham. Cow Yard — a delightful place that apparently has

not deserved its name for decades — showed us ruddy turn-

stones and the usual "peeps". Cockle Cove gave us a lone

curlew, but Forest Beach provided the thrill of the day's
birding. Just where they should have been on Monday (and
probably were, had we called when the tide was lower) were
three eider drakes in their striking black and white plu

mage, and three females in dark brown plumage. One wonders

why they chose to summer so far south, but summering they

apparently were.

Wednesday it rained and we went calling at the other end

of the Cape, passing another sizeable pond lined with saba

tia. It was good to know that there was so much of it about.

By evening it had cleared and we explored our own beach*
There were the eiders just off the next point and at our

feet the first piping plovers of the week, and our first

least sandpiper.
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Thursday was our first fogless morning. On our own beach

were the eiders off shore, a solitary loon, and the usual

curlew, sanderlings, spotted sandpiper, ruddy turnstone and
"peeps", also gulls and terns. After breakfast friends who

knew I had missed the song of the hermit thrush this spring

(for the first time in over 20 years) called for me. The
hermit thrush was in full song in their pine woods, and it

was such a joy to hear it. It is always a surprise to one

who associated this exquisite singer with our northern ever

green forests to find that the hermit thrush also appreci

ates the coastal pine woods farther south and habitually

nests there.

Acres of Salt Marsh

That afternoon we visited another favorite haunt, the

Yarmouth Town Landing with its acres of salt marsh and a

long cat-walk across them to the fine sandy beaches on the

bay side. The marshes and the beach and the bay were as

beautiful as ever, but the usually abundant and varied bird

life was strangely lacking.

Stopping at the local drug store and inadvertently still

wearing our binoculars, we were surprised with a oordial in

vitation to visit the looal game preserve. We asked what we

might expect to see, and were told wood ducks and egrets.

We spent a long-to-be-remembered evening in that wild and

beautiful place. The olubhouse porch With its comfortable

chairs overlooks a pleasant pond, shores partly wooded,

partly marshy, and with a distant view of the bay.

We were told that wood duck seldom nest on the Cape, but

nesting boxes had been installed and we discovered one wood

duck trailing a family of five duoklings behind her, so at

least one of the boxes was probably used this season. The

hermit thrush and the pine warbler were singing, a lone red-

breasted nuthatch hunted for his supper, and we watched hun

dreds, if not thousands, of red-winged blackbirds, grackles

and* brown-headed cowbirds assembling about us in the pine

woods for the night. And at about sunset time in came the

American egrets, seven of them, in graceful flight and found

perches for the night. A glorious climax to our week's

birding at the Cape.

After my vacation on the Cape, on the Saturday of my re

turn trip, friends went with me as far as South Hanson where

we visited the huge cranberry bogs, an eerie world of drowned

forests, marshes, lagoons and wooded traots, as well as many

acres of active cranberry bog, and with miles of dikea wide

enough for oomfortable driving. Ospreys nest here, and vari

ous land birds; shore-birds sometimes come in, and occasional

ducks. The heron family was well represented, as usual. Yte

were especially interested in the 20 or more American egrets
and very especially in the two little blue herons, one in

adult plumage, the other white splashed with bluish.

SCHENECTADY BIRD CLUB INC. WILL BE THE HOST MAY 24-25 AT

1952 CONVENTION OF FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS
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CONNECTICUT PROTECTS ITS BIRDS OF PREY

Hawks and owls have lots of friends in our neighboring
state of Connecticut. That became apparent this summer when

Governor John Lodge signed a "model" bird-protection bill
that makes it unlawful to shoot any species of hawk or owl.
Approval of this legislation, which had been passed unani
mously by both houses of the Connecticut legislature, places

the state among the leaders in bird conservation* Connecti

cut formerly had one of the weakest laws in the country,
protecting only the osprey in the hawk family.

A provision of the new law permits farmers to destroy

those individual hawks caught in the act of doing damage to

poultry. Only occasional hawks develop into poultry steal-

ers; this protection will protect farmers and at the same

time prevent misinformed persons from meting out "vigilante

justice" to all hawks and owls beoause of the misdeeds of a

few of them.

A public hearing on the new bird-protection law, held be
fore the Game and Fish committees of the legislature at

Hartford, brought out nearly 50 representatives of state

conservation organizations who testified to the value of

predatory birds. No opposition was presented.

The Y/estport Audubon Sooiety initiated the drive for the

hawk and owl bill after a survey published in Audubon Maga

zine revealed that Connecticut lagged far behind most other

states in protecting the birds of prey. Other organizations

represented at the hearing were Hartford Bird Study Club,

National Audubon Sooiety of Greenwich, and New Canaan Bird

Protective Society.

It is believed the new Connecticut law will be regarded

as a model since it reoognizes that the average person can

not distinguish among the various hawks and owls, and hence

the statute protects them all except that hawks may be taken

when in the act of destroying poultry.

A marked change in public attitude towards the birds of

prey has been noted by the National Audubon Sooiety since

the turn of the century. "Fifty years ago," the Sooiety

says, "only five states offered any legal protection to the

eagles, hawks and owls. Extensive studies of the economio

relations of these birds has produoed evidence that they are

friends of man and play an important role in controlling ro
dent and insect populations, as well as their general func

tion in the ecological scheme of things. The growing army

of hobbyists who observe birds has become increasingly im

pressed with the grace and skill of the birds of prey and

has joined with conservation and farm organizations to sup

port legislation protecting hawks and owls in all but six

states. **

Although most migratory birds are protected by federal

law, the hawks and owls have never enjoyed such protection,

and therefore state legislation is required.

The Sooiety has expressed the hope that states having

less comprehensive laws will follow with similar laws.
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GNATCATCHER - LOCAL BREEDER

"A record wliicli may be of Interest to you for your next

regional report: On July 16 Mr. C. Richard Robins found a
pair of gnatoatchera feeding three young out of the nest at

the outlet of Lake Lonely, south of Saratoga Lake. I ima

gine this is probably not a common bird with you. Mr. Ro

bins is on the staff of the Conservation Department here at

Cornell, and is one of our best field men."

Above is quoted a reoord turned in by Kenneth C. Parkes,

Department of Conservation at Cornell University, to our

records committee chairman, Frazer R. Turrentine.

Records of the blue-gray gnatcatcher in SBC territory had

been non-existent until one was seen on the Century Run of

May 10, 1947. It was recorded by several observers in Cen

tral Park. Incidentally this more-southern bird erupted in

to various northern areas that year. In the following May

the bird became a first for Albany's Washington Park, on May

12, 19^8, by Mabel W. French. No other SBC-territory records

are available.

The AOU shows the blue-gray gnatcatcher as breeding in

the lower and upper austral zones to Ontario, southwestern

Pennsylvania, Maryland, and southern New Jersey, and to be

found casually northward to New England and New York. It

is not unknown in western New York State.

SNOWY OWL IS PROTECTED

Last winter an effort was made to remove the snowy owl

from the list of New York State's protected species. The

bill was defeated in the Senate Conservation Committee; so

the snowy is still protected.

At the public hearing before the Conservation Committees

in Albany, Kenneth D. Morrison of the National Audubon Soci

ety brought out some facts about the owl:

It is not common in the state. Onoe about every four

years snowy owls migrate down into our northern states from

the arctic. Lemmings and other rodents are decimated by di

sease at those intervals and the owls come south in search

of food. We speak of such flights as invasions, but the

word invasion is really misleading. An average of only sev

eral hundred owls are reported in New York state every four

years — oertainly far too few to have any notioeable effect

upon the game population.

A survey of the food habits of the snowy owl has been

published in the journal of the American Ornithologists'

Union. Quoting from the survey: "Presumably a lemming or a

mouse is captured with a minimum of effort, whereas an ac

tive, flying bird presents a more difficult problem to be

attempted under unusual conditions. To be sure, many of the

birds eaten are those that have died from other causes or

which are found in a weakened condition...
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"Of the various items of food eaten by the snowy owl af

ter its arrival in the New England area, the common rat is

the moat frequent..* Kice, like rats, are frequently taken

by the snowy owl, for those two rodents probably represent

the best substitute for its food, the lemming, on which it

largely depends while on its nesting grounds in the arctic.

In the stomachs of New England area owls that have been ex

amined, mice take second place only to that of the common
rat.rt

Injured or diseased birds frequently form a part of their

diet. On the other hand, snowy owls eat some healthy game

birds. After many years of education we are coming to real

ize that there is nothing evil in predation. The public is

gradually progressing to the point where it no longer feels

it necessary to classify all wild creatures as "good" or

"bad." We now recognize that everything lives by preying on

something else, and that predators are especially adapted to

regulate the abundance of the species on which they prey.

Without this job being done, the biological balance would be

more awry than it is now.

It is not a question of whether predatory birds, such as
the snowy owl, occasionally eat game birds and mammals, but

rather it is a question of whether or not that predation is

significant. Professional wildlife managers are now quite

well agreed that predation is not an important factor in li

miting game-bird populations except in certain isolated sit

uations. We do know, on the other hand, that predatory spe

cies, such as hawks, owls, foxes, wolves, etc., are essen

tial to the health of the wildlife community, and that they

are the first line of defense against the tendency of the

eaters of plants, such as rodents, to Increase dispropor

tionately.

Every year more and more states are protecting the hav/ks

and owls. Many of the northern states in which the snowy

owl occurs abundantly now give the bird complete protection*

To name a few: Illinois, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Ohio,

Wisconsin, Connecticut. New York joined this list of pro

gressive states in 1950, and continues on the list*

NEWS AND NOTES IN BRIER
W.

BETWEEN SEASONS And Hence Better

Duck-hunting dates this season are October 19 to November

5, and December 7 through 24. This means the SBC field trip
to Saratoga and Round Lakes on Sunday, November 11, should

be good* Shooting should be at a minimum along the shores

that day*

RED-SHAFTED? In Fart

Here it is the yellow-shafted flicker; in the west it is

the red-shafted. In between there are frequent examples of

interbreeding of the two species.
Mrs. Cora T. Brockway in late September recovered a dead

flicker, victim of a cat. Rudd Stone observed that some of

the wing feathers, which should have been yellow for the

eastern species, were reddish, hinting western blood.
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PLASTIC FEEDER Berry Baskets

Did you happen to save any of those white or colored

plastlo berry baskets featured last season by local roadside

market stands? If so, they can be converted into bird feed

ers. A board 5x7 Inches will suffice to hang up, with the
4&-inch square basket attached at its lower edge. By sus
pending the plastic basket on the board by two hooks, fill
ing it with suet or other food, and locking it to the board

with two more hooks, and finally hanging the board in a pro

tected place, one can have an excellent feeding station to

attract the birds, with no danger of injury to the birds as

so often happens from sharp points on wire feeders*

— Dr. Minnie B. Scotland

TO SCHOOL Not Intentionally

Franklin School was visited by a ruffed grouse at 11 a.m.

on September 26. It arrived through one of the large win

dows. The window was closed. The bird was groggy. The

bird recovered. It was liberated. Its picture appeared in

the newspaper. The window was repaired.

NATIONAL PARK BIRDS New Booklet

"Birds of Montezuma and Tuzigoot" (Arizona) is a 16-page
booklet, first of a series planned for various national

parks and monuments, written by Henry H. Collins, Jr., of

Bronxville, N.Y., and illustrated by Roger Tory Peterson.

Seven species are shown in color, and another 22 in black

and white. A check-list of the species which have been re

corded in the parks is included. The booklet, priced at

25 cents, is directed toward the average park visitor who

has a potential rather than a developed interest in nature*

TRAFFIC VICTIMS There Are Many

Supplementing my note of August (p.64) about saw-whet and
screech owls as motor casualties, a few years ago two young

Baltimore orioles were flattened to pancakes under the

wheels of a truck before I could resoue them from the road

to which they had fallen from their overhanging nest. Wood

thrushes fly back and forth across the Lane where we live;

last spring a friend brought me a dead one that had appar

ently been, hit and thrown to the side of the road by a pass

ing car. In July I saw a flattened chipping sparrow by the

side of Loudon Road. If we knew the full data of suoh inci

dents in just the area covered by SBC, I Imagine it would be

appalling. — Mabel W. French

FLAMINGO COLONY . In Bahamas

Some 7,500 American flamingos, probably the largest re

maining concentration of these flame-colored birds, are liv

ing on an island in the Bahamas, according to reports from a

National Audubon Society expedition to Great Inagua. Robert

P. Allen, research associate of the society, recently com

pleted a survey of the flamingos there. Although his con

servative estimate of the birds on this island is nearly

twice what the population was believed to be, the overall

numbers of flamingos in the West Indies has been seriously

reduced. In many cases natives apparently have killed the

birds for food, though the tameness of flamingos on Great

Inagua indicates they have not recently been molested there.
The birds are concentrated over an area of 12 square miles.
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BRUNNICH'S MURRE, BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER AND

EUROPEAN WIDGEON AMONG 210 SPECIES OF 1950

Frazer R. Turrentine

Species recorded during 1950 in the ten-county Schenecta-

dy area totaled 210. The mark equalled the record-setter of

1949 but, in a way, exceeded it. The 1950 records omit sub

species — only one horned lark and one palm warbler, for

instance, are considered.

Outstanding record of the year was Brunnich's murre, re

ported variously after the November storm. It was the first

local record of the species since 1907*

Another notable event was the large incursion of evening

grosbeaks* Indications are that this bird is becoming more

common, though irregular, in the northeastern states, and

special studies are being made.

Uany early and late dates were exceeded; these are under

lined in the tabulation. SBC field trips during 1950 showed

179 species in local territory; those records were summar

ized by Mrs. Albert Sachs in the March, 1951, issue of FEA

THERS, pages 20 - 24.

The murre and evening grosbeak were not the only records

of particular interest. There were those of the European

widgeon, second local record; blue-gray gnatcatcher, third

local record; American golden plover, second local record;

and red-throated loon and gadwall, third records since 1937.

Highly condensed records are shown in the following list;
abbreviations are explained thereafter.

1950 Records 210 Species

Common Loon: Transient visitor, April S to 16, Tonhannock
Reservoir; September 24 to December 3, Saratoga Lake.

Red-throated Loon: One at Saratoga Lake December 3, BTH.

Red-necked Grebe: Transient visitor April 10 to May 13;

October 29 to December 10.
Horned Grebe: Transient visitor March 26 to May 14; October

16 to December 10, Saratoga Lake.
■Pied-billed Grebe: Summer resident, arrived April 2; trans

ient visitor October 8 to November 18. Saratoga Lake, BTH

Double-crested Cormorant: Transient visitor May 14, Hudson

River, and October 14, Niskayuna Wide-waters, RHS.

Great Blue Heron: Transient visitor April 1 to June 10, and
August 20 to December 9, Saratoga Lake, JJA.

American Egret: Summer visitor June 4 to October 10.
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Schenectady Bird Club, Inc. Green Heron: Summer resident, May 12 to

GuyBartlett Editor November 5, Saratoga lake, RHS.

1053 ParkwoodBlvd. Black-crowned Night Heron: Summer resl-

^K=s~sa^"== dent, April 5 to Ootober 8.

American Bittern: Summer resident, April 16 to October 14.

Least Bittern: Summer resident; recorded May 13 and Aug. 20.

Canada Goose: Transient visitor March 28 to June 12, and Oc
tober 20 to December 10, 30 at Saratoga Lake, JJA-GB.

Snow Goose: Ten at Saratoga Lake, late November to December

9, JJA.
Mallard: Reported every month except July, August, November.

Black Duck: Common; reported every month.

Gadwall: Nine at Visoher Ponds March 30, JJA.

European Widgeon: Pair at Meadowdale April 22 and 23, RHS,

DT, BTH, LCS; second local record.

American Widgeon: Transient visitor March 30 to May 12, and

Ootober 21, RHS.

Pintail: Transient visitor March 30 to May 6, and September
17 to December 3.

Green-winged Teal: Transient visitor March 31 to May 6, and
August 20 to October 22.

Blue-winged Teal: Transient visitor March 31 to May 21, and
September 17.

Wood Duck: Summer resident, April 1 to October 14; maximum

count, 14 on August 20.

Ring-necked Duck: Transient visitor March 26 to May 13. and
November 11 to 18.

Canvas-back: Recorded April 2, November 18, and December 10.

Greater Scaup: Six at Tomhannock Reservoir January 15; tran

sient visitor Maroh 4 to May 8; 300 at Saratoga Lake on

November 5» JJA.

Lesser Scaup: Transient visitor March 5 to May 13, and No

vember 11 to December 10.

Amerioan Golden-eye: Winter and transient visitor; to April

16, Tomhannock Reservoir; arrived October 29, Saratoga L.
Buffle-head: Two wintering females, January 28, llohawk River

at GE, DT; transient visitor April 8 to 16, and November
5 to 18.

Old-squaw: One male at Central Park lake April 22 to 25,

RHS; pair at Saratoga Lake November 12 to 18.

White-winged Scoter: One female, Hunger Hill, April 15;

transient visitor October 16 to November 12.
Ruddy Duok: Transient visitor April 5, and October 14 to

November 5.

Hooded Merganser: Transient visitor March 30 to April 16,
and November 12 to December 31*

American Merganser: Winter visitor; arrived Ootober 29; de
parted in spring May 13.

Red-breasted Merganser: Transient visitor April 8 to May 13,

and December 10. JJA, GB, BTH.

Turkey Vulture: One on Century Run, Kay 13; pair at Berne on

May 14*
Goshawk: Winter visitor, departed March 3, arrived October 27.

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Winter visitor and summer resident;

transients May 6 and October 14*
Cooper's Hawk: Winter visitor and summer resident; transient

May 21 and September 17*
Red-tailed Hawk: Recorded every month except October.
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Red-shouldered Hawk: Winter visitor January 2, BTH; summer

resident March 26 to October 14.
Broad-winged Hawk: Transient visitor Kay 13 to 23, and Sep

tember 17.
Rough-legged Hawk: Winter and transient visitor, February 11

to May 13, and November 12 through year.

Bald Eagle: Recorded January 29, May 5 and 6 (Hone seen on
Hudson River bus trip of September 17).

Marsh Hawk: Summer resident, and winter visitor; transient

March 4 and September 17; recorded December 31.

Osprey: Transient visitor April 23 to May 13, and September

17 to October 14.
Peregrine Faloon: Recorded March 5 to May 12, and.Oct.8 to 13.

Sparrow Hawk: Resident.

Ruffed Grouse: Resident.
Ring-necked Pheasant: Resident

Virginia Rail: Summer resident, arrived May 21; fenale with

five immature June 11 at Knox.

Sora: Summer resident, recorded May 13 and August 20.

Florida Gallinule: Summer resident, May 6 to October 14.
American Coot: Transient visitor April 23 to June 10, and

October 12 to November 12; maximum count, 45 at Niskayuna

Wide-waters October 14, RHS.

Ringed Plover: Transient visitor August 20, RHS.

Killdeer: Summer resident March 25 to October 12; 150 at Al-

tamont September 16, NW.

American Golden Plover: September 16, Altamont, NW; October
8, Niskayuna Wide-waters, SBC.

Black-bellied Plover: Two, September 16, Altamont, NW; five
October 8, Niskayuna Wide-waters, SBC, to October 12, RHS.

American Woodcock: Summer resident, arrived April 26.
Wilson's Snipe: Transient visitor April 23 to May 13, and

October 7 to November 12.

Upland Sandpiper: Summer resident in three areas, first re

corded May 13•
Spotted Sandpiper: Summer resident, May 5 to October 29.

Solitary Sandpiper: Transient visitor May 12 to 14.
Greater Yellow-legs: Transient visitor, May 5 to 21, July

16, and September 16 to 24.
Lesser Yellow-legs: Transient visitor May 14 to July 8, and

August 20 to September 24; 15 at Guilderland, NW.

Pectoral Sandpiper: Ten at Altaiaont September 16, NW.

Waite-rumped Sandpiper: Transient visitor October 8 to 12 at
iJiskayuna Wide-waters.

Least Sandpiper: May 13 and July 16, ITiskayuna Wide-waters.
Red-backed Sandpiper: Three October 8 and four October 12,

Niskayuna V/ide-waters.

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One, June 10, Niskayuna, RHS.

Western Sandpiper: One, July 16, Niskayuna V/ide-waters, SBC.
Sanderiing: Two, Saratoga Lake, November 5, RKS, DT,

Glaucous Gull: One, Green Island, February 5, NW, MBS.

Iceland Gull: One immature, Cohoes, February 11, LAW, BTH.

Herring Gull: Recorded every month except June and August.

Ring-billed Gull: Winter and transient visitor, to June 10;

arrived October 12.
Bonaparte's Gull: One at Gateway Bridge April 13, RHS.
Common Tern: Reoorded April 22 to May 6 as transient visitor.
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Brunnich's Murre: Seven recorded after Thanksgiving storm,

November 28 to December 10. For details, see FEATHERS of

December, 1950, Vol. 12, No. 12, page 92.
Llourning Dove: Summer resident; winter visitor on Christmas

Count.

Screech Owl: Only one record, Ootober 2, RHS.

Horned Owl: Only two reoords, April 1, SBC, and December 10,

RHS, DT, both at V/atervliet Reservoir.

Snowy Owl: Six January records; one at Pattersonville Febru

ary 20, JJA; one found shot, Saratoga Lake, Dec. 9, JJA.

Barred Owl: Recorded in February, May and December.

Short-eared Owl: Four in Voorheesville-Meadowdale area, Jan

uary 1, DT, to March 4.

Whip-poor-will: Summer resident, May 11 to August 27, EH.
Common Nighthawk: Summer resident, April l.SBC. May 13 to

October 3, RY

Chimney Swift: Summer resident, May 3 to September 23•

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Summer resident, Kay 13 to Sep

tember 17.

Belted Kingfisher: Recorded every month.

Yellow-shafted Flicker: Recorded every month.

Pileated Woodpecker: Resident.

Red-headed Woodpecker: One immature, Amsterdam Road, May

31, AJW.
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Transient visitor April 8 to May

13, and September 29 to October 15.
Hairy Woodpeoker: Resident.

Downy Woodpecker: Resident.

Eastern Kingbird: Summer resident, May 6 to August 26.
Crested Flycatcher: Summer resident, May 3 to August 20.

Eastern Phoebe: Summer resident, March 28 to October 7.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Transient visitor Kay 24 to June4.
Acadian Flycatcher: One, loudonville, May 11, MWF.

Traill's Flycatcher: Summer resident, arrived May 28, last

record July 17.

Least Flycatcher: Summer resident, May 2 to August 20.

Wood Pewee: Summer resident, May 13 to September 17.

Olive-sided Flyoatcher: Transient visitor, May 30, NW, and

August 20, RHS, to 31, RY.

Horned Lark: STimoer resident, and winter visitor.

Tree Swallow: Summer resident, April 15 to September 17*

Bank Swallow: Summer resident, May 5 to August 20.

Rough-winged Swallow: Summer resident, April 22; last record

June 10.

Barn Swallow: Summer resident, April 23 to September 17.
Cliff Swallow: Summer resident, May 1 to August 28.

Purple Martin: Local summer resident at Saratoga Springs,

April 15 to August 8.

Blue Jay: Resident.

American Crow: Resident.

Blaok-capped Chickadee: Resident.

White-breasted Nuthatch: Resident.

Red-breasted Nuthatoh: Winter and transient visitor, to May

13, arrived November 5-
Brown Creeper: Winter and transient visitor, recorded every

month except July, August, September; 60 at Vale Cemetery
May 2, NW.
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House Wren: Summer resident, May 4 to September 9.

Winter Wren: Winter and transient visitor, to May 13, ar
rived September 21.

Long-billed Harsh Wren: Summer resident, May 13 to October 8.
Short-billed Mar3h Wren: One at Meadowdale May 28, RHS.

Catbird: Summer resident, Kay 7 to November 12. SBC.
Brown Thrasher: Summer resident, May 2 to August 14*

American Robin: Summer resident, relatively common winter

visitor.

Wood Thrush: Summer resident, April 28, MBS, to October 14.

Hermit Thrush: Local summer resident, April 19 to October 5;

also December 23 on Christmas Count.

Olive-backed Thrush: Transient visitor May 6 to June 7, and
September 27 to October 23; nest with three young. Luther

Forest, July 25, RY.
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Transient visitor May 20, MWF, to 29,HT.
Veery: Summer resident, May 2 to August 20.

Eastern Bluebird: Summer resident, and relatively common

winter visitor.

Blue-gray Gnatoatcher: One, Tippeoanoe, May 4, FRT.

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Winter and transient visitor; tran

sient April 4 to May 13, and October 3 to 29.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Transient visitor April 23 to May 21,

and October 7 to 29.
Water Pipit: Transient in May and October.

Cedar Waxwlng: Simmer resident, and winter visitor.

Gray Shrike: Eleven records through April 2, and December 23.
Common Starling: Resident.

Yellow-throated Vireo: Summer resident, arrived May 13, last

recorded July 17.

Solitary Vireo: Transient visitor Hay 2 to 28, and September
23 to October 11.

Red-eyed Vireo: Summer resident May 7 to September 17.

Philadelphia Vireo: Transient visitor May 13, SBC, to 25, RHS
Warbling Vireo: Summer resident, May 7 to September 14*

Black and White Warbler: Summer resident, May 6 to August 26.

Worm-eating Warbler: Local summer resident, Ravena and Indi

an Ladder, arrived May 14; maximum count, eight at Indian
Ladder on June 11.

Golden-winged Warbler: Summer resident, May 7 to August 20.

Tennessee Warbler: Transient visitor May 9 to 28.

Nashville v/arbler: Transient visitor May 2 to 28 and Aug. 31.
Parula Warbler: Transient visitor Kay 13 to 23, and Septem

ber 3, EH.
Yellow Warbler: Summer resident May 6 to September 17.
Magnolia Warbler: Transient visitor May 2 to 25, and Septem

ber 15 to October 5.
Cape May Warbler: Transient visitor Kay 6 to 18 and Sept.10.
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Local summer resident, &ay 7 to

October 5.
Myrtle Warbler: Summer resident, April 15 to October 21.

Black-throated Green Warbler: Summer resident May 6 to Oct.5*
Cerulean Warbler: Transient visitor May 12 to June 6.
•Blackburnian Warbler: Transient visitor Lay 6 to 26; local

summer resident.

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Summer resident, May 2 to Sept. 3.
Bay-breasted Warbler: Transient kay 22 to 28 and September 3*
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Black-poll Warbler: Transient visitor May 21 to 29 f and Oc

tober 12.

Pine V.rarbler: Summer resident, arrived April 22.

Prairie Warbler: Summer resident, arrived l»:ay 13; Karner's

breeding area extended.

Palm V/arbler: Transient visitor April 15 to 23, and October

15 to 21.

Ovenbird: Summer resident, arrived Kay 5*

Northern V/aterthrush: Transient visitor April 30 to Kay 131

and September 17*

Louisiana V/aterthrush: Summer resident, kay 13 arrival.

Mourning Warbler: Transient visitor Hay 21 to 28.
Common Yellowthroat: Summer resident Kay 7 to October 17.

Yellow-breasted Chat: Summer resident, arrived May 14.

Black-capped Warbler: Transient visitor tiay 25 to June 7.

Canada Warbler: Summer resident May 2 to August 26.
American Redstart: Summer resident, May 13 to September 4.

House Sparrow: Resident.

Bobolink: Summer resident, Kay 12 to October 16.
Eastern Meadowlark: Summer resident April 1 to October 21;

also recorded February and December.

Red-v/inged Blackbird: Recorded every month except December.

Orchard Oriole: July 1, cemetery in Troy, EGK.

Baltimore Oriole: Simmer resident kay 6 to September 2.
Rusty Blackbird: Transient visitor April 7 to 16 and October

7 to liovember 2; also winter visitor. Jan.l0,I-..W; several

February records, and March 5*

Purple Grackle: funnier resident March 8 to November 5; also

January 1 and 2. KHS, DT.

Brown-headed Cowbird: Sunnier resident March 26 to September
24; 1500 on September 6, HY.

Scarlet Tanager: Summer resident, May 7 to October 6. RY.

Cardinal: Two records of single females; Lay 13, Scotia, Mr.

and Llrs. Herriot; Joveiuber 13, Scheneotady urban, fcir. and

Mrs. McBride.

Kose-breasted Grosbeak: Sumuer resident, Hay 6 to July 22.

Indigo Buntings SutJxr resident Kay 13 to August 20.

Evening Grosbeak: 1949-1950 winter had greatest influx ever;

records numerous through April; last record l.Iay 13, SBC;

tiaxiwuiu flock of 60 in February, HKB; many banded locally
in spring. Only two 1950-1951 winter records; Koveiaber

22, Ballston Lake, llrs. H.II.Hackett; and six on Christmas

Count, SBC.

Purple Finch: Summer resident, March 19 to end of year as

coupon winter visitor* Also winter visitor February 6.
Pine Grosbeak: Winter visitor to April 8.

Common Redpoll: Winter visitor to March 31 > arrived Novem

ber 12.

Pine Siskin: Winter and transient visitor until Liay 13; ar

rived October 7.

American Goldfinch: Resident.

Red Crossbill: Winter and transient visitor until June 12,

RHS; unusually common December 17 and on.

Y/hlte-wl'nged Crossbill: Two on Christmas Count, RHS.
Eastern Towhee: Summer resident April 26 to October 9.»

Savannah Sparrow: Summer resident April 1 to October 14.

Grasshopper Sparrow: Simmer resident May 7 to September 16.
■Henslow's Sparrow: Sumner resident May 6 to (June 11).
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Vesper Sparrow: Summer resident, April 16 to October 21.
Slate-colored Junco: Recorded every month except July, Aug

ust and September.

American Tree Sparrow: Winter visitor, left Lay 14, arrived

October 29.

Chipping Sparrow: Summer resident April 9 to October 21; al

so one February 12. RY.

Field Sparrow: Summer resident, April 8 to October 11.

White-crowned Sparrow: Transient visitor Hay 7 to 21, and

October 3 to 14.

White-throated Sparrow: Transient visitor, April 22 to May

30, and September 24 to October 15; also December 23 at

Loudonville, MWF; local suuner resident, including Berne.

Fox Sparrow: Transient visitor lviarch 31 to April 22.

Lincoln's Sparrow: Transient visitor ilay 11 and October 7

to L4., RHS.

Swamp Sparrow: Summer resident April 16 to November 4; also

recorded by HHS February 2 and 18 and Karch 5.

Song Sparrow: Recorded every month.

Lapland Longspur: Winter visitor February 26, Voorheesville,
LAW, SRM, BTH; early fall date, October 21. Lieadowdale,

by RHS.

Snow Bunting: Winter visitor to March 4, arrived November 4.

In the above tabulation, observers have been abbreviated:

SBC field trip EGHam DTucker

jjSnderson BTHlpple FRTurrentine
GBartlett SHMadison KWorst

RMBrockway(Mrs.) RHStone . LAWiard

MWfrench(ftIrs.) LCStoner (Mrs.) AJWoodward
EHallenbeck KBScotland RYunlck

1950, reviewed in this issue, had 210 species. It may be

of interest to refer back to some of the previous annual

summaries, lielow is their list:

FEATHERS, Aug. 1950, Vol. 12, Wo. 8,p57

7, 57
3, 61

5, 45
4, 25
2, 11

5, 33

2, 9
1940 Apr. 1941 . 3, 4, 28

1938 June 1939 1, 1, 3

The 1950 suumary shows several gaps, it will be noted.
There are several Instances where the departure dates of

suijiuer residents are missing, or are shown earlier than is

really the ca3e.

What is needed to improve this, and future, su/iaaaries is
a greater turn-in of records by all U B C members.^ It will
not be long now before work is started on the 1951 summary.

Kight now, of course, all data should be in on 1950-1951

winter records, this year's spring migration, and the whole,

story of summer residents, and even autumn dates.
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1948
1947
1946

1945
1944
1943

1941

210 species

206

199
194
191
190

186

(139)

Jul. 1949,
Aug. 1948 .

t:ay, 1947
Apr. 1946

Feb. 1946
Kay, 1944

Feb. 1942

Apr. 1941

June 1939

11,
10,

9,

8,
8,

6,

" 4,
. 3,
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Sf NEWS AND NOTES IN BRIEF,

ANOTHER GNATCATCHER Who Said "No Other" ?

Last month's FEATHERS, page 78, recorded the blue-gray

gnatcatcher as a looal breeding bird in 1951, and presented

the facts about two earlier records of stragglers in 1947

and 1948. i-'hen the item said "No other SBC-territory rec

ords are available.rt

The item was in error, 'i'here was a record for 1950; it

is shown on pages 81 and 85 of this issue.

GROSBEAKS . Banner Year?

Early indications are that this winter will have the

evening grosbeak as one of its high-lights. Autumn records

have been numerous and widespread*

krs. Willis I. Kilham, who feeds so many of the birds so

many winters at Williamstown, Mass., first had them there on

October 12; her normal date is late November.

BLUE GEESE Otseeo County

Twenty-two blue geese landed in a pasture at Kichfield

Springs, in Otsego County, on October 19, the Associated

.tress reported. The flock then headed west.

KARIAVILLE TRIP Oct. 7; No List

The SBC field trip for October was scheduled for October

7 at Mariavllle Lake, 'i-'he weather had a lot to do with re

sults. Attendance was praotically nil — the rain was early,

cold, and thorough. The list of species was mediocre.

HUNS TO THE NORTH But Not Here

Recent items in The New York atate Conservationist have

indicated that Hungarian or European partridges are well es

tablished in various sections, including Ontario, the Water-

town area, and south of the St. Lawrence. It also seems to

be in the southern tier of the state. Through this area,

despite several tries at introduction several years ago, it

has not made out so well.

SCHENECTADY BIRD CLUB INC.

MAY 24-25 AT 1952 CONVENTION

FEDERATION OF

NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS
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40,000 GEESE Lillian C. Slener

Yes, 40,000 was the estimated number of Snow Geese a

group of ornithologists, including the writer, observed on

October 13 at Cap Tourmente. This locality is about 30

miles below Quebec City, Canada. The birds were seen on an
extra field trip which was planned for those who attended

the 69th stated meeting of the American urnithologists'
Union, at Montreal October 8 to 12. More about the geese

later, after we briefly tell something of the paper sessions

of the A.O.U. meeting.

Some 40 papers, many of which were illustrated by slides

or motion pictures, were presented at morning and afternoon

sessions on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday respectively in

auditoriums at i*cGill university, University of Montreal,

and Montreal Botanical Gardens. Then on the last evening an

informal meeting was held at the Montreal Museum of Fine

Arts, and here the short program, the exhibits and the light

refreshments were all most enjoyable.

The papers represented research work on many phases of

bird study. At the opening session Dr. Herbert Friedman of

U. 3. National Museum, Washington, D. C, spoke on "The

Guiding iiabit of the Honeyguides." He told how these rather

small African birds really guided, by means of a chatter of

calls or notes, baboons or some smaller mammals to wild

honey which the wild bees deposit in some forest trees. En

route the mammal gives a growl or grunt as a sort of re

sponse to the bird's chatter. At the honey tree the mammal

opened the beeswax or honeycomb for the honeyguides to eat,

yet they themselves did not always eat the honey.

Dr. Ralph Palmer, N. Y. State Museum, Albany, spoke of

«The Projected Handbook of North American Birds.**

Dr. Charles H« Blake, Massachusetts Institute of Tech

nology, Cambridge, Mass., gave a technical paper on "Hum

mingbird Flight - Some Speculation." This pertained to the

rubythroat's ability to fly certain distances at certain

speed.

W. W. H. Gunn, YJildlife Research Station, Ontario, re

ported on "Sound Recording as a toeans of Trapping Birds"

(with phonograph records;, 'i'he record of American woodcock
calls when played in their habitat area proved to be effect
ive in attracting these birds to traps where they could be
studied.
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Scheneetady Bird Club, Ibc. ThQ ^ papers on Klrtland.s Warbler

GuyBartlett Editor by Harold Mayfield, Toledo, and Josselyn
1053 ParkwoodBlvd. Van Tyne, University of Michigan Museum

=^^==C===""J^™™ of Zoology, were most interesting. Dr.
Van Tyne, president of AQU, spoke of nine years1 observa

tions on this rare North American warbler, which is known to

nest only in a small area in north-central Michigan.

Great interest was attached to the pictures and "Story of

the Sun Life Falcons" as explained by G. Harper Hall, of

Montreal. The high, large Sun Life Assurance Company of Ca

nada building, which is located in the heart of Montreal,

towers over the other office structures muoh like the State

Office building does in Albany, i'or 15 years peregrine fal

cons, commonly known as duck hawks, have nested on a high

ledge on this building, and during this time many observa

tions have been made on the behavior of both parents and

young birds.

An opportunity was given on Tuesdayj the first evening,

for all of us to visit the Arctic Institute, Wood Library of

Ornithology in JEtedpath Library, and Redpath Museum at tocGill

University. The Casey Wood .Library is said to contain not

only the greatest number of ornithological books, but some

of the oldest printed editions. The writer especially ap

preciated seeing the early books, dated 1230 and 1250, both

books in readable print and in good condition. Also there

were the rare feathered pictures of birds of 1618, where
feathers instead of paint were used in birds' pictures. Of

note was the 1713-1718 edition, which was said to be the
first published serial of colored plates of British birds.

Many enjoyed seeing for the first time the four huge Audubon

books of I84O-I844.

lie au Heron Sanctuary

On Friday, October 12, the regular field trip was made to

St. Helen's Island and to the lie au Heron Sanctuary, inclu

ding Laprairie Beach. Among the 58 species listed were 11

of ducks and only one warbler. The great black-backed gull

was new to some of us. Surprisingly, the ruby-throated hum

mingbird was recorded while white-throats and white-crowns

were in evidence among the 10 members of the sparrow family.

A dead gull which had been shot was found, and provided a

great deal of discussion, it was very interesting to hear

these noted ornithologists from different parts of U. S. and

Canada express their opinions of this dead bird. I believe

it was finally decided that it" was a ring-billed gull in
second-year plumage. It made the writer realize more than

ever how oareful one must be in identifying birds by sight.

Snow Geese Galore

On the following day about 30 people who had made the
170-mile trip to the city of Quebec took the special bus for

tne extra field trip to see the large flocks of snow geese.

This round trip of SO miles included a short stop at one of

Canada's finest zoological parks, and then a ride of some

twenty miles along the St. Lawrence Kiver and psat the fa

mous shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre to a hunting lodge at

Cap Tourriente. nere these large birds (length 30 to 38
inches) were seen flying in, to feed in the afternoon when
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the tide was low. We then went by foot about 1-1/2 miles to
obtain a closer view of these long lines of white birds. The

voice of this species is said to be higher and more cackling

than the Canada goose, 'i'he noise of the individual quaok
quacks became so loud, intense and continuous as to sound

something like the distant din that comes from yelling at a

football game.

The greater snow goose nests in or near Greenland and in

fall migration it usually stops eaoh year at Cap Tourmente

for about six weeks from late September to early November.

It then is known to rest on Chesapeake Bay, and winter from

there to Carolina coast. They hope to again make a count of

the wintering birds. Last yearfs report was of 43,000 indi

viduals .

This unforgettable sight, along with the Canadian hospi

tality, the good papers, and the glimpse of four of Montre

al's outstanding institutions made it a memorable week.

The A. 0. U. will meet late in October, 1952, at the

University of Louisiana, at Baton Kouge, Louisiana.

BLOCK ISLAND DorofliyW.CaMwdl

Block Island, R.I., located ten miles south of Point Ju

dith and twelve miles east of Montauk Point, Long Island, is

a vrell-reoognized haven for migrating birds, and a natural

goal for Rhode Island birders. This fall the Audubon Soci

ety of Rhode Island organized a three-day trip there for the

Columbus Day week-end.

The island contains about 11 square miles, being about

seven miles long and four miles across at its widest part.

There are low hills, one sizeable pond, several smaller ones,

and almost every little valley has its own very small pond

or boggy area, often surrounded with dense thickets. The

gently rolling moors are very beautiful in mid-October,

somewhat reminiscent of Nantucket. Trees are not a conspic

uous feature of the landsoape, but the island has its charm

even without wooded areas.

Being well out to sea, it provides an excellent stopping
place for small land birds, especially when they are beset

by storms or by unfavorable winds, They find shelter and

food in the numerous thickets and abide there until favor

able winds, or lack of winds, speed them on their various

ways. Severe storms sometimes blow in exotic species as

once a lapwing and once a man-o-war bird. The island and

the rest of the world are fortunate in having a distin

guished resident bird student, Miss Elizabeth Dickens, who

for over 50 years has kept daily records of the birds of the

island, and who is now the local representative of the Audu

bon society of rihode Island.

Our group of 29 people drove down to Point Judith the

morning of Friday, October 12, to take the little steamer;

from the fishing village of Galilee, just inside the great
Point Judith breakwater. We had a pleasant sail of an hour
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or so, enlivened by occasional loons, grebes, oonaorants,

several speoies of gulls, a few common terns, many scoters,

and several gannets.

We had ideal weather for our purposes. A severe storm on

Thursday had brought many land birds to the island and pre

vented others from going out. Friday and Saturday were

clear sunny days but with easterly winds which kept the

birds on the island and created unusually fine opportunities

for us. Saturday night brought a gentle south wind, and

many of the migrants moved on. We were probably privileged

to witness on October 12 and 13 Block Island's last 1951

wave of small land birds on their way farther south.

Eighty Speoies Quickly

Birding, plus exploration for many of us, began in ear

nest on our arrival i'riday afternoon. Several small parties

were dispatched in various directions, and over 80 species

were reported at our after-dinner gathering that night. In
teresting as the list was, of still more interest was the

informal talk given us by Miss Dickens, summing up her 1951

migration notes, and also telling us vividly of her varied

experiences of half a century of birding on Block island.

Saturday morning the most fortunate birders explored the
region around the large fresh water pond at the north end of

the island, where they found an unbelievable variety of

wrens, thrushes, warblers, and sparrows. Lost of us visited

some delightful territory on the south shore near the South

east Point Light with Its great cliffs of clay and till and

its magnificent views. Study of the thickets was rewarding,
but nothing unusual was found. In the afternoon we all vi

sited the school museum, where Lliss Dickens showed us the

fine collection of Block Island's bird specimens assembled
there.
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Sunday morning was again sunny and olear, but the early
scouts at the north end reported the birds had moved on in

the night, so we contented ourselves with a visit to the

westerly shore where a golden eagle was seen high overhead,
and a few other additions were made to the trip list.

117 Total

Sunday afternoon we regretfully sailed back to Galilee

and went our respective ways. One hundred and seventeen spe

cies were listed for the group from October 12 through 14.

'.The outstanding birds for Friday afternoon were Arkansas

kingbird, Carolina wren, Cape Hay warblers, blue grosbeak,

and dickcissel.

On Saturday morning we all saw the blue grosbeak, but the

Arkansas kingbird and the dickcissel did not give repeat

performances. The outstanding birds for Saturday were six

species of hawks; both yellow- and black-billed cuckoos;

five species of wrens; hermit, olive-backed and gray-cheeked

thrushes; 12 species of warblers, including the parula, Cape

May and hooded; and 11 speoies of sparrows, inoluding the

grasshopper, fox, and Lincoln's.

Ky personal list included only about half of the species

seen, but it was a delight to see a dozen or so white-

crowned sparrows, to learn the indigo bunting in fall plu

mage, to have an October date for the scarlet tanager, and

to see my first blue grosbeak.

It was also a surprise to find such a wealth of land

birds and comparatively few species of ducks and of shore-

birds, although of course it was a bit early for the former

and a bit late for an abundence of the latter. The list:

Common Loon Ringed Plover Black-capped Chickadee Prairie Warbler
Horned Grebe Killdeer Whitc-brcasted Nuthatch Palm Warbler
Pied-billed Grebe American Golden Plover Red-breasted Nuthatch Common Yellowthroat

Gannet Black-bellied Plover Brown Creeper Hooded Warbler

European Cormorant Wilson's Snipe House Wren Redstart

Dbl-crested Cormorant Greater Yellow-legs Winter Wren House Sparrow
Great Blue Heron Pectoral Sandpiper Carolina Wren Eastern Meadowlark
Black-cr. Night Heron White-rumped Sandpiper Long-billed Marsh Wren Red-winged Blackbird
American Bittern Red-backed Sandpiper Short-billed Marsh Wren Rusty Blackbird
Canada Goose Semipalmated Sandpiper Catbird Purple Grackle
Black Duck Sandcrling Brown Thrasher Brown-headed Cowbird
Green-winged Teal Great Black-backed Gull American Robin m n ^
Blue-winged Teal Herring Gull Hermit Thrush f'"? Gros
Wood Duck Ring-billed Gull Olive-backed Thrush {"W Bu
Greater Scaup Laughing Gull Graycheeked Thrush pufcpjmh

White-winged Scoter. Common Tern ***?* Bluebir5* , American Goldfinch
Surf Scoter Mourning Dove Golden-crowned Kinglet Eastern Towhce
American Scoter Yellow-billed Cuckoo Ruby-crowned Kinglet Savannan Sparrow
Ruddy Duck Black-billed Cuckoo Water Pipit Grasshopper Sparrow
Sharp-shinned Hawk Belted Kingfisher Cedar Waxwmg Vesper Sparrow
Cooper's Hawk Yellow-shafted Flicker Common Starling Slate-colored Junco
Red-shouldered Hawk Yellow-bellied Sapsuclcer Solitary Vireo Chipping Sparrow
Golden Eagle Downy Woodpecker Black and White Warbler Field Sparrow
Marsh Hawk Western Kingbird Parula Warbler White-crowned Sparrow
Peregrine Falcon Eastern Phoebe Cape May Warbler White-throated Sparrow
Pigeon Hawk Homed Lark Black-thr. Blue Warbler Fox Sparrow
Sparrow Hawk Tree Swallow Myrtle Warbler Lincoln's Sparrow

Ring-necked Pheasant Blue Jay Black-poll Warbler Swamp Sparrow
Sora American Crow Pine Warbler Song Sparrow
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GROSBEAKS

SBC FIELD TRIP REPORTS

Esly Kallenbeclc and Leon A. Wiard, Co-chairmen

Saratoga-Round Lakes. Nov. 11

The first "find" of the annual fall trip to the Lakes,

Round and-Saratoga, on Armistice Day this year, was four

pine grosbeaks. Farther on six more were observed, and in

addition some 35 evening grosbeaks. This was the first time

in five years that grosbeaks had been listed on this Novem

ber trip. On November 10, 1946, the evening grosbeak rated
a place of importance on the list.

Upon arrival at Saratoga Lake 17 SBC members had a beau

tiful view of an old-squaw, in full adult plumage, with the

sun shining on him brilliantly. After much close study with

binoculars and telescopes of another water-bird, this one in

iraiuature plumage, the observers were agreed that it was a

white-winged scoter. Several horned grebes were on the lake

and three red-necked grebes were identified. One group of

birders had spotted three pied-billed grebes on Round Lake.

Golden-eyes were in the majority, with 50 in the total count,

while only 8 American mergansers were seen* fto black ducks,

no buffle-heads, and no scaups came into view. On November

13, 1949, there were 56 lesser scaups counted.
At Kaydeross Park the surprise came when someone spotted

six robins in a sheltered area down on the side of the bank.

A total of 32 species for the trip measured up well with

the average. The following will give the picture over the

last five years:

Nov. 9, 1947 - 23 species, with the "rare" ruddy ducks

7, 1948 - 30 species, with a count of 100 robins

13, 1949 - 40 species, with 25 snow geese

12, 1950 - 31 species, with an unexpected catbird

11, 1951 - 32 species, including both winter grosbeaks

As for the weather it was somewhat windy, especially at

the point opposite Snake Hill. Otherwise it was good for

birding, clear and at 45° • The number of observers equalled

last year's 17, which was more than on any other November
trip in the five years. — Dr. Minnie B. Scotland

2 Common Loon 1

3 Red-necked Grebe 1

15 Horned Grebe 2

. 3 Pied-billed Grebe 12

1 Great Blue Heron 20

50 American Golden-eye 3

1 Old-squaw 1

1 White-winged Scoter 2

8 American Merganser 6

1 Sharp-shinned Hawk 20

1 Red-shouldered Hawk x

1 Ruffed Grouse 1

3 American Coot 35

12 Herring Gull . 10

2 Ring-billed Gull 20
1 Belted Kingfisher 1
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Flioker

Downy Woodpecker

Horned Lark

Blue Jay

American Crow

Black-capped Chickadee

White-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

American Robin

Common Starling

House Sparrow

Purple Grackle

Evening Grosbeak

Pine Grosbeak
American Goldfinch
Tree Sparrow
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J[ NEWS AND NOTES IN B RI E~l>

BARROW'S GOLDEN-EYE ' looal Records

"The Barrow's Goldeneye in New York" is the subjeot of an
article by Kenneth C, Parkes, Curator of Birds at Cornell
University, in the June-July issue of The Kingbird, the pub
lication of the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs.

The author refers back to a paper by Edwin M. Hasbrouck

in The Auk. 1944, pp. 544-554, summarizing eastern United
States records of the speoies; he had 19 New York State en

tries. Parkes reviews these reoords, mentions some others,

and re-evaluates the known status of the species in this

state. One of the records was for Green Island, January 21,
1887, recorded in Eaton's state volume. After citing some
other records he says:

"The only other recent record of Barrow's Goldeneye in

New York away from Long Island whioh has come to my atten

tion is that published by Rosa and Turrentine (Kingbird,

1951, p.39). The birds were seen on February 18, 1951, but
the locality is given merely as 'Hudson River1, presumably

somewhere in the Albany-Troy region."

In concluding his article Air. Parkes says: "Elsewhere in

the state (other than the extreme eastern end of Long Is
land) it is purely accidental and sight records must be ao-
cepted only after careful study. The most likely region for

occasional occurences of the species seems to be Lake Ontar

io and vicinity, from the Niagara River to the St. Lawrence

River, but even in this area, observers must hope rather
than expect to see the bird."

Among the uany hundreds of ducks that winter along the

open Hudson River above Troy, in the canalized channel, are

plenty of golden-eyes, but of course almost without excep

tion Americans. There have been at least three exceptions.

The February 18, 1951, record is of two males, together
immediately below the dan of Lock 2 of the Champlain Canal

section of the Hudson River, two miles south of the Mechan

icville bridge. The record was made on an SBC field trip,

with several observers.

Fully as many observers had even better views of one

male from February 20 to 24, inclusive, in 1939. That bird

was just below the Stillv/ater bridge, a few-miles north of

Mechanicville.

I'he year 1939 featured a late spring, with heavy snow and

ioe April 13. An exceptionally large concentration of ducks

was on Saratoga Lake on April 23. Nelle Tan Vorst and Alice

Holmes had no difficulty in identifying a male Barrow's
close to shore. A female golden-eye (sp?) was with it.

There is still another entry, shown in "Birds of Eastern

New York" as a questioned and unlisted record of one male

at Niskayuna wide waters of the toohawk River on Deoember 12,

1931 (GBJ. it was shown "unlisted" not because the view was
poor, but because the observer was alone and there had been

no other recent records.

'i'he 1951 and 1939 iiudson River records are recorded in

FEATHERS, Vol. 1, p.7, and Vol. 13, p.27.
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YflKTER ORIOLES Ball aton Lake Again

The report of the SBC field trip of November 11 shows 32

species (page 94). What it does not shov; is that some from
the trip returned through Ballston Lake village and found

that again there was a wintering oriole. It will be re

called that a Baltimore oriole, in feiaale-type plumage, was

a regular late-winter feeding-station visitor there, spe

cializing on powdered sugar as its food.

Through raid-November this year two orioles, in plumages

for a pair, were staying on, and behaving much like the one

of last winter.

MOT A BIfiD But Winged

A case of mistaken identity — I thought it was a wounded

bird flopping around on the basement floor. Investigation

with more light brought forth from the woodpile a bat.

It showed no desire to fly. As the hibernation period

had arrived (October 31), sleep might have been the only de
sire. Placed in a wire cage on my sleeping porch, hanging

head down, it has made no apparent movement. The cage is
now covered with a hood for a cave-like appearance; it may

spend the winter there. — J. Murray Hollister

CHKlSTkAS COUNT . Those Unexpecteds

More than 80 species and varieties of birds have been re

corded locally on Christmas Counts — counts dating consecu

tively beginning in 1929. Kaxinum count in one census has

been 40 species, in 1944.

This year's Schenectady count is scheduled for Saturday,

December 22. Jfciow successful it will be, species-wise, de

pends largely on the alertness of feeding-station operators.

The really accidental and unusual species are most likely

to be round at feeders — wintering robins, bluebirds,

white-throated sparrows, or a myrtle warbler, for instance.

That has been shown by past experience. Those who know of

such wintering birds should communicate with the committee

in advance of the 22nd, to insure coverage.

Owls are another tricky possibility. There are chances

for several species; but it is astonishing how many Christ

mas Counts are held with no, or few, owls listed. Those

spotting owls from now on should notify the committee.

The Christmas Count area incorporates all the territory

within a circle 15 miles in diameter. That's an area of

more than 175 square miles. That's a lot of territory, so

there is plenty of space for each and every observer. The

larger the turn-out, the more successful the count.

GROSBEAKS Aplenty

There's no telling but what they might move on to greener

pastures, but indications through November were that this

winter will be a real one for both evening and pine grosbeaks.

SCHENECTADY BIRD CLUB INC.

HOST MAY 24-25 AT 1952 CONVENTION

FEDERATION OF

. NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS
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