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New BiRdiNq AcTiviTiES at FivE Rivers EEC
ScO-tt StO-HCl
New Viewing Blind Funded by HMBC

Five Rivers Bluebird Festival

A new viewing blind has been built overlooking the
Wood Duck Marsh at Five Rivers EEC. The blind
was funded largely by a donation from HMBC and
was built as an Eagle Scout project by Jeff Rivenberg. The blind is located near the northwest
corner of Wood Duck Marsh, which is directly
west of Goose Pond. Access is from the west, via
a spur trail off the recently relocated North Loop
Trail (see map). Built of quality pressure-treated
wood, the blind offers quiet viewing of an area
good for marsh birds. When the pond thaws out
in early spring, come visit the blind and enjoy the
results of this joint Five Rivers/HMBC project!

HMBC will participate in the Five Rivers Bluebird
Festival to be held on April 4, 1998 from 9:00 AM
- 4:00 PM. The Festival is co-sponsored by Five
Rivers, HMBC, New York Audubon/Audubon In
ternational and Schoharie County Bluebird Soci
ety.
The festival will include guided bluebird
walks, presentations, information exhibits and
bluebird gifts for sale. All events and activities are
free and there will be plenty to do indoors in the
event of bad weather. We are looking for club
members to volunteer to:

Sketch Map of New Viewing Blind Area

t

•

Staff an HMBC information table;

•

Lead short bird walks for bluebirds;

•

Give presentations on bluebirds and nestbox
building

If you can spare a couple of hours or more on
April 4 please contact Scott Stoner at 785-6760.
Thanks!

li

Iris

The Travelling Birder

Eagle Hatched on Hudson
Winter Finch Survey
"Vespertine" Waterfowl
Behavior
(Not to Scale)

V6oNi
Page 2

Feathers
ThE TRAVELLiNq BjrcJer:
SouThERN Majne Coast

Scott St<y«e* & VetUte. ifUto*
Sea ducks were the focus of our weekend trip to the southern Maine coast on Jan 31 - Feb 1. We
explored the coast from York to Biddeford during these two days. Nearly every stop yielded Surf Scoter,
Long-tailed Duck (aka Oldsquaw), Common Goldeneye, Horned Grebe and either (or both) Common and
Red-throated Loons.

Sunny weather (30 -35 °F) and Maine's spectacular rocky coastline added to the
experience. Some specific sites visited included Maine Audubon's East Point Sanctuary and Fortune
Rocks Beach in Biddeford Pool, Wells Beach and Moody Point in Wells and the Cliff House and Marginal
Way in Ogunquit. Marginal Way is a mile-long paved foot path the runs north along the rocky coast from

Perkins Cove, and although rather icy, it yielded the best birding of the weekend. White-winged Scoters,
close views of male Harlequin Ducks in the sunlight and 21 Purple Sandpipers sleeping and preening on
a sunlit rock highlighted this spot. It's our hope that more HMBC birders will take advantage of this
beautiful area which is less than 5 hours from the Capital District.

East Point Sanctuary, Biddeford Pool Maine

Eds. Note: Species noted above, plus others including early puddle ducks and waders, white-winged
gulls, Great Cormorant, Red-necked Grebe and possibly alcids can be expected on the HMBC trip th
Southern Maine Coast in early April. Another highlight of this trip is the chance to see many of th,
wintering species in fresh alternate plumage. Contact the coordinators (Gregg Recer & Cathy Graichen
899-2678) for details.
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Reports

*%Uto* £ Scott Stolen,
Brazil

At the HMBC 1997 Christmas Party, Dale and
Lillian Samuelson presented another fine program
on the birds, geography and culture of a far away,
warmer place. This time it was Brazil, and they
recounted stories compiled over three separate
tours to that bird-rich country. The audience was

especially appreciative of this evening's program,
for Dale and Lillian had just that very noon re
turned from yet another trip to South America,
flying overnight and being abruptly reminded of
the reality of winter in the Northeast. Now, on to
some more tropical thoughts...
The three tours they described covered three
distinct areas of Brazil, a country about the size of
the U.S. : the central Amazon (state of Amazona,
including the city of Manaus; Northeast Brazil, and
Southeast Brazil.

the water levels. Children in the area walk several
miles each way to school.

They showed the famous "Meeting of the Waters," where the silty Rio Salimoes and the clear
dark tannin-dyed acidic water of the Rio Negro
join to form the Amazon, about 1,000 miles up
stream from the Atlantic.

Their tour of Northeast Brazil included the city of
Forteleza, a city of four million unfamiliar to most
Americans. This area has huge cactus and other
desert vegetation.

Getting into some birding, they showed us a
myriad of tropical species including a WhiteMasked-tityra, Green Kingfisher, a White Masked
Water-Tyrant, Streak-breasted Starthroat, Blackwinged Parrotlets, Silvery-cheeked Antshrike and
many others.

From the Amazonas tour, they were greeted by an
adult Rufescent Tiger Heron at their hotel in Man
aus, with a Great Kiskadee outside their window.
From there it only got better. A nature reserve out
of town in the rain forest yielded an immature
Harpy Eagle with prey. They climbed an 11-story
tower in the predawn light, and got to see the
forest start stirring and come alive. They reported
that two thirds of all of Brazil is still forested, with
90 percent of the Amazon Rain Forest still intact.

An avian highlight on this tour was the sight of 14
of the roughly 100 surviving Lear's Macaws. To
see them, however, required a drive of 150 miles,
one-way, in a hot uncomfortable bus at 25 MPH
over dusty roads!

In contrast to the Amazon rain forest, only 10
percent of the Atlantic rain forest remains, and
much of that is fragmented. Needless to say, its
bird life has not been unaffected.

The remaining part of their Amazonas tour was
based on an eight-cabin boat. Unfortunately, due
to the lack of spare parts, there was no air condi
tioning and they were only 3 degrees south of the
equator. They cruised mainly at night and they
birded the banks of several rivers by day. The Rio

Negro rises and falls about 35 feet over a year.
They illustrated the severe smoke from the burn
ing of forests; it lasted 2 days and made Lillian ill
one morning. The natives are encouraged by the
government to burn their land to increase crop
yields', their guide said he had never seen it that
bad.
Life is carried on around the river on houses that

are built on huge logs to float up and down with

Another real high point of the tour was the Pinklegged Gravitero, a species newly discovered.
They were the first tour group to see them. This
tiny bird hangs upside down from horizontal
branches, similar to the habits of a nuthatch ex
cept that it does not run up and down the trunk.
Not all that rare, it remained unnoticed to ornithol
ogy until it was recently found by Bret Whitney
and a Brazilian ornithologist.
The third tour they described was of Southeast
Brazil, including Rio de Janiero, Ititaia National
Park, Igazu Falls and the southern Pantanal. The
famous Christus symbol of Rio is 12 stories tall,
overlooking the city. Beaches include Ipanema

Feafhers
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and Copacobana. A major tour destination was
the mountainous Ititaia Nat. Park, with intact rain
forest. They showed us birds including the WhiteSpotted Woodpecker, Violet-Capped WoodNymph, Black Jacobin and Golden Chevron Tanagers. The topic of many jokes was the "exciting"
plumage of the Uniform Finch!

Igazu Falls is shared by Argentina and Brazil.
They showed us a 6-toot Tegu lizard, lots of
colorful butterflies, a pair of Chestnut-eared Aricaris, a Toco Toucan, and of course the splendid
Argentinean and Brazilian falls. Coatamundi seem
to occupy there the niche that raccoons do in the
northeast U.S.
Finally, they took us to one of the world's greatest
wetlands, the Pantanal. The name itself means
"Great Wetlands." and it was certainly true. They
stayed on a ranch, so large that its entrance was

20 miles from the ranch house. Transport was

similar to that on Venezualen ranches, a flatbed
truck with seats along each side and a top over

Texas
On January 5, about 30 HMBC members enjoyed an
excellent program presented by our own Bill Gor
man. Bill shared his movie demonstrating the birds
and bird habitats of Texas.
With more than 586 species, Texas has more vari

ety of birds than any other state. Among these are
36 species that can only be seen there.
Among the outstanding birding spots Bill shared with
us through film was the Attwater Prairie Chicken
National Wildlife Refuge. There was great footage of
the Refuge's namesake prancing around in a field,
as well as beautiful shots of White-tailed Hawk,
Greater Roadrunner, and an armadillo.
One of the great pleasures of Bill's movies is seeing

bird behavior up close. He's mastered the art of
zooming in on birds without disrupting their activity,
and thus presents us with authentic looks at the lives
of birds. For example, his pictures of a large flock of
Whooping Cranes feeding together were magnifi
cent, and even more impressive considering that the

the bed. Birds included a Black-collared Hawk,

total wild population numbers only approximately

yellow

350.

winged

parakeets,

Greater

Rheas,

a

Campo Oriole, Chaco Chachalacas and a Greater

Black Hawk. Among the waders and marsh birds

Also impressive were beautiful pictures of Long-

were an Azure Gallinule, Jabirus, Plumbeous Ibis

billed Curlew, a bird that really lives up to it's name,

and the more familiar Roseate Spoonbill and

and an adult Common Moorhen with chicks. The

Snowy Egret.

movie demonstrated the amazing size of the young

Breakfast was interrupted one morning by the
sighting of Hyacinth Macaws, one of the world's
rarest parrots.

Again, the Club expresses many thanks to the

Samuelson's for another fine program, and we

look forward to their next presentation, hopefully
next year. The author expresses his appreciation
to Dale and Lillian for the use of their 21 page of
typed notes, without which a write-up of even this
limited detail would have been impossible!

Moorhen's toes as the tiny bird followed its mother
toward the water.
Some striking birds from the Rio Grande Valley
included the White-tipped Dove, filmed during its
mating ritual, the Green Jay, with its bright green
back, yellow breast and black bib, and the Golden
Fronted Woodpecker.

From Big Bend National Park, Bill shared pictures of
the beautiful Painted Bunting, as well as a Blacktailed Rattle Snake crossing the road.
As always, Bill's program was very enjoyable and
informative. We should all hope for another Bill
Gorman program in the not to distant future!

Feathers
FiRST BAby EaqLet HATchEd on
HudsON RiVER IN A CENTURy
After a hiatus of more than 100 years, a bald
eagle has been born along the shores of the
Hudson Estuary. On June 4, 1997, New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation
staff visited a bald eagle nest in Greene County,
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Announcements
National Audubon Society
Important Bird Areas

Nine areas in the Hudson-Mohawk Region of
New York State have been accepted as Im
portant Bird Areas (IBAs) under National

week old eaglet described as "a young male with
nest in New York State; two on the tidal Hudson.

The remaining pairs are distributed across the

state, with the exception of Long Island. In 1996,
29 nesting pairs successfully raised 37 young,
but none on the Hudson River. These eagles are
the result of NYSDEC's and neighboring state's
restoration efforts. DEC'S restoration program,
which began in the 1970s, released 198 eagles at
four locations in New York State through 1988,
when an interim goal of 10 nesting pairs was
achieved. New York had 70 to 80 eagle nesting
sites during the 1700s and 1800s, with only two
the West Point area. Habitat loss and alteration
along with shooting of eagles significantly reduced
their populations. More recently, DDT contamina
tion prevented eagles from hatching their young.

Thacher State Park, Carter's Pond State
Wildlife Management Area, Castleton Island
State Park, Stockport Marsh, Rensselaer
Plateau (includes Cherry Plain State Park,
and Grafton Lakes State Park, Capital District
Wildlife Management Area), Ft. Edwards
Grasslands, Black Creek Marsh and Vischer
Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve.
Thanks goes to the HMBC IBA
ad hoc
committee members, chaired by Scott
these sites in support of their inclusion in the
IBA listing.

Winter Finch Survey

The Cornell University Laboratory of Or
nithology is conducting a survey this winter of
irruptive birds species — in particular, winter
finches and Red-breasted Nuthaches. The
finch species of interest include: Pine Siskin,
both crossbills, Pine and Evening Grosbeaks,
Purple Finch and both redpolls. The obser
vations are being collected electronically at a
species Web site.
The site also provides
up-to-the-minute maps to be created showing
the status of this year's winter finch move

ments. For details, and to report sitings, point
your browser to:

http://birdsource.cornell.edu
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UpCOMJNq PROqRAMS
All programs held at 7:30 PM at the Five Rivers
Environmental Education Center, Delmar

Monday, March 2,1998. California Coast & Utah. HMBC member Gregg Recer will present a slide program on
birding in California and southern Utah. A combination of extremely varied habitats and breath-taking scenery make
these areas on "the left coast" favorite birding and general outdoor-travel destinations.
Wednesday, Apr 22, Cranberry Bog, Wolf Rd., Colonie. Time TBA. HMBC Annual meeting and Clay and Patricia
Sutton on "How to Spot Hawks and Owls".

Clay and Patricia Sutton will share the excitement of fall at Cape May and the excitement of the migration at many
other hotspots, including Texas' Santa Ana NWR, Duluth in Minnesota, and Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania. There
will also be a special emphasis on lesser known nearby raptor hotspots. "How to Spot Hawks and Eagles" is a slide
program based on their recent book of the same name, and will cover raptor basics, finding hawks and eagles both
near and far, and when and where to go. In their program the Suttons will relate the fascination of hawk watching
and convey the excitement of searching for and studying our spectacular birds of prey.
Clay and Patricia Sutton live at Cape May, N J and have studied hawks and eagles in the wild for the past 20 years.
Clay is a freelance writer, lecturer, photographer and biologist. His first book, Hawks in Flight, the Flight Identification
of North American Migrant Raptors, was published in 1988 and co-authored with Pete Dunne and illustrated by
David Sibley. Patricia Sutton is the Education Coordinator with the Cape May Bird Observatory. Clay and Pat coauthored How to Spot an Owl in 1994 and How to Spot Hawks and Eagles in 1996.
ADIRONDACKS THE FOCUS OF HMBC'S MAY AND JUNE PROGRAMS
A pair of programs in May and June will feature the Adirondack Park, much in the news of late with the
announcement of acquisition of the critical Whitney property.
Mon May 4 - Five Rivers, 7:30 P.M. Mike Storey on A Natural History of the Adirondacks. This one-hour slide
show will explore a comprehensive view of what makes the Adirondack Park such a special place. Starting with the
geologic and glacial history, and continuing with the development of the forest and wildlife communities, the show
will weave the story of how the Park has changed over the past 150 years, coming from the brink of destruction to
become the jewel of wilderness in New York State. Special photographs from the collections of Mike Storey, Gary
Randorf and the Adirondack Park Agency will illustrate the narrative.
Mike Storey is the Associate Adirondack Park Naturalist at the Paul Smith's Visitor Interpretive Center. After working
in Yellowstone, Grand Canyon and Everglades National Parks, Mike returned to New York and has worked as a
naturalist in the Adirondacks for over 20 years. He is a writer, illustrator and photographer and has published works

in Adirondack Life, Audubon, National Wildlife and the NYS Conservationist, among others. He is the author of two
books on the natural history of the Adirondack Park and designed the interpretive trail systems at the two Adirondack
Park Visitor Centers.
Mon June 1 Five Rivers, 7:30 P.M. Adirondack Wildlife. Photographer and HMBC member Warren Greene will
present a slide program on the breeding warblers, other birds and a few other favorite creatures of the Adirondacks.
Warren's work was recently featured on the cover of the Club's book, Birding New York's Hudson-Mohawk Region.
Look to the next issue of Feathers for more details of this and future Club programs.
Thu Sept 10-- Sue and John Adair on the Antarctic.

Mon Oct 5 - Scott Stoner and Denise Hilton on "Our Desert Southwest."
Mon Nov 2 - Andy Mason on the Franklin Mountain hawk watch.

Feathers
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UpcoMiNq HMBC Field TRips
{Consult yourfield trip schedule or Birdline (439-8080) for trip details)

WATERFOWL OF THE HUDSON RIVER SOUTH
(GREENE CO.)

JAMAICA BAY WILDLIFE REFUGE
Sat APR 18

Sun, MAR 15

Coordinator:

Coordinator: Bill Cook

851-2678

Walter Ellison

456-6224 (Home), 442-

4320 (Work)

Join us at 8:00 a.m. for this spring morning waterfowl

Join us on this spring trip to Jamaica Bay Wildlife

trip. We will search the Hudson River from Coxsackie

Refuge as we look for early shorebirds, including Amer

to Catskill, expecting to find Common Goldeneye, Can-

ican Oystercatcher; waterfowl, including Brant, Glossy

vasback and several other species of ducks. We may

Ibis, herons and early migrant warblers. Meet at the

even see a Double-crested Cormorant or Bald Eagle.

Visitor Center at 9:30 a.m. or call the coordinator to ar
range carpooling from Albany.

WATERFOWL OF THE HUDSON RIVER NORTH OF

WOODCOCK AT FIVE RIVERS

MECHANICVILLE

Thur APR 23

Sun MAR 22
Coordinator: Barbara Putnam

792-7542

Coordinator:

Al Mapes439-4086

Bring a lunch for this mid-day trip along the Hudson

During our meandering walk out to the Woodcock site,

from Mechanicville north. Meet at 10 am at the Price

we will look for other early spring birds. Woodcock

Chopper on Route 4 at the northern end of Mechan

fight time expected around 8 p.m. Bring binoculars

icville. we may go as far as Hudson Falls.

and flashlight. Meet at the Five Rivers Interpretive
Building at 7 p.m.

SOUTHERN MAINE COAST
VISCHER FERRY

Sat - Sun APR 4 -5

Coordinators: Gregg Recer & Cathy Graichen 8992678

Sat APR 25
Coordinators: Jeff Marx & Carole Flood

Reservations by March 6

This weekend trip will cover the Maine coast from Kit-

283-3360

tery north to at least Portland. The timing of this trip

This morning trip will search for resident marsh birds,

gives us a good opportunity to see most of the ex

late migrant waterfowl and early arriving passerines.

pected wintering waterbirds including loons, grebes,

Meet at the main entrance at 7:30 a.m.

alcids, Great Cormorant, Northern Gannet, whitewinged gulls, Harlequin Duck and possibly King Eider

FIVE RIVERS

and Barrow's Goldeneye. Seeing many wintering

Sun APR 26

species in fresh alternate plumage is a feature of this

Coordinators:

trip.

785-6760

Denise Hilton & Scott Stoner

On this full morning trip, we will thoroughly explore the

VISCHER FERRY (Instructional Trip)
Sat APR 11

Coordinator: Scott Stoner

785-6760

Timed for the peak of spring waterfowl, this morning
trip will take a leisurely look at the ducks and other wa
ter birds of this popular site.

Although this is an in

structional trip, birders of all abilities are encouraged to
attend.

various habitats of Five Rivers, including woodlands,

fields and ponds in search of early migrants and arriv

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the main entrance.

ing breeding species. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Interpre
tive Building.

Feathers
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HMBC Publications Committee is fully

E-document Capable!!
All submissions to Feathers can be sent as elec
tronic copy on 3.5" diskette or via email. We can
accept all common IBM/PC-based word-processor
file formats as well as plain text files (preferred).
Emailed submissions can include attached files or
text directly in the body of the email message.
(Even paper-copy submissions can be made sim
pler to handle by typing double spaced for cleaner
scanning!)
Email submissions to:

recerg@crisny.org
Snail-mail (USPS) to:

Cathy Graichen

23 Scotch Mist Way
Malta, NY 12020

1998 Renewals!!
This is another reminder to
please send in your 1998 HMBC
dues renewal, if you've already

sent in your renewal: thanks!! If
not, you still have time to avoid
any disruption in receiving youc

Feather/s. Promptly renewing
your HMBC membership helps us
continue to provide the publica

tions, programs and field trips
that you've come to expect

from your bird club. If you've
misplaced your renewal form,

send your check, made out to
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club, along
Recommendations Needed For
Camperships
Once again, HMBC will provide full camperships for campers to the Camp Colby environ
mental camp of New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation. Campers must
be 12-14 years of age at the time they attend
camp this summer. Campers should be eager
to learn about conservation in an intensive
strenuous outdoor setting. Both girls and boys
are welcome-they must be residents of New
York State. For more information or to recom
mend someone, please call Ann B'Rells at
(518) 355-5615. Please make recommenda
tions before March 1 if possible.

with your name, address, phone
number and desired member

ship level (Active $15; Sustaining
$25; Student $6) tO:
Gregg Recer, Treasurer

23 Scotch Mist Way

Malta, NY

Thanks!!

12020

Feathers
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Field Trip Reports
Vischer Ferry

western sky facilitates observation greatly.

October 26,1997
Sandwiched between two cold and rainy morn
ings, Sunday October 26, 1997 was a glorious fall
morning at Vischer Ferry. Our group of sixteen
was treated to blue skies, warm sun and thirty-one
species during our three and a half hour tour of
the preserve.
Highlights of the morning included Cooper's Hawk,
Pectoral Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs and a pos
sible Golden Eagle. Riding high above us this solid
brown bird soared farther and farther away, never

allowing us the chance for a positive id. He was
too flat and too large to be a turkey vulture but just

The sharp eyes of Ray Perry quickly brought a
single adult glaucous gull and a single winterplumage Bonaparte's gull to our attention. Com
mon merganser (c.130) and Ring-billed gull (c.160)

provided an interesting overture, the mergansers
engaging in their line-diving feeding rituals , the
ring-bills catching cold-stunned young gizzard
shad in the shallows. A single immature brant
wandered the SW shore. The brant is the remain
ing member of a pair sojourning at the Lake for
more than two weeks. Their prolonged residency
at Collins Lake suggests that they need guidance
in their southern migration to over-wintering
coastal marshlands. Herring gull and greater

a little too far away for any of us to be certain, it

black-backed gull also participated in the congre

was a fun show anyway.

gation.

The beginners in the group were treated to good

As is the tradition of the gulls staging at the Lake
on late fall evenings, we observed the systematic
departure of most of them at sunset, the birds
kettling upwards on thermals forming over the
Lake for flight eastwards to Tomhannock Reser
voir. This destination has been determined on
numerous occasions by following the birds down

looks at regular residents including two raucous

Red-Tailed Hawks who seemed to be dancing with
one another. Two other treats were long looks at a
Great Blue Heron and a lingering Yellow Rumped
Warbler.

We were happy to have such a nice group of

people and birds on this particular morning, a
special welcome to the new members and a spe

cial thank you to the more seasoned birders who
were so helpful. Thanks especially to Amy & Ian
Hanigan for sharing and carrying their scope.

Collins Lake
November 16,1997

Ten hardy souls braved a modest W-SW wind and

below-freezing temperatures to witness the ves
pertine arrival of waterbirds at Collins Lake, Vil
lage of Scotia, Sunday, November 16th. We gath
ered at 4:00 PM at Quinlan Park (part of Collins
Park) fronting the eastern shore of the Lake, an
especially good viewing point under low-light con
ditions. Silhouetting of arriving birds against the

the Mohawk Valley to the rocky flats east of
Cohoes Falls and then northeastwards to the

Reservoir. On some cold, windy nights some of
the gulls stay and this happened with fifty or more
ring-bills sheltering in the lee of the NW shore.
And as expected, the mallards and black ducks
arrived about 25 minutes after sunset. Using spot
ting scopes we counted about 140 settling onto
the Lake north of Scotia Island. The numbers
were down from the two to three hundred birds
seen arriving a week earlier. The unusually cold
and snowy fall hastened their departure south
wards. This dusk arrival event has been observed
many times by student researchers at Union Col
lege. Mr. Anson Koehler and Ms. Sara Gower, the
current team, attended our evening seance. The
usual "arrival window" is about 10 minutes long,
commencing about 20 minutes after sunset with
95% of the birds arriving during this brief time

V6oNi
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period. Arrivals are in pairs and small groups and
from all directions at the beginning of this
"vespers congregation" in late summer. Later in

eye, acts as the mouth of a funnel gathering
100-500 times as much light - depending upon
the optics in use. It is remarkable to realize that

the fall, small flocks gather to arrive in several

using good devices, one can actually see and

large ones. Some explain this with the notion of
"compression", i.e. smaller wetlands becoming
frozen and displacing the birds to gather in larger
waters. But "compression" is not enough of a
general explanation for the overnight gatherings
of water birds. The massing begins in the late
summer for some species (including mallards and
black ducks) - well before colder temperatures.
Other proposals suggest that large gatherings are
a defense against predators: more eyes and ears,
lower probability of being the one selected by a
predator. A relatively new and exciting notion is
that gatherings are useful for information ex
change, the communal sharing of knowledge on
the quality of food resources, the presence of
predators, and other factors contributing to sur
vival. The challenge in such a hypothesis is the
discovery of the means of communication. Honey
bees routinely communicate regarding distance,
direction and quality of food resources at their
hives. Why shouldn't vertebrates be able to do the
same thing?

differentiate a male and female mallard at a dis
tance of two-hundred yards in modest darkness when the naked eye cannot image the birds at all!

But on the disappointing side there is the realiza
tion that somewhat older birders lose the ability to
dilate their pupils to the extent of their younger
associates. My students routinely see and count
birds that I cannot see at ail-without using my
binoculars!

One more night game using binoculars: Look at
distant lights while moving your binoculars in
small, quick circles. The resulting lines of light will
segment for some lights (sodium and fluorescent)
and not for others (car lights and the usual house
hold illumination). We leave this observation for
you to ponder.
Leaving the Lake after our productive viewing one
could see the growth of "glimmer globs" along the
southeastern shore. What, pray tell, are these?

The overnighting ducks and mergansers of Collins
Lake do not come to sleep; this is for certain. They
remain active and alert all night and they eat very
little. They do, however, continue a low chucka
chucks chatter mixing with the decrescendo calls
of the females and rhaeb rhaeba notes. The
mergansers swim in long, well spaced, conga
lines, heads erect, and without dive feeding. The
overnighting birds could be talking about their
plans for the coming day!

Are there other sites in our region where vesper
tine gathering occurs? Tomhannock Reservoir is
one. Other reservoirs and larger lakes may serve
as well. We would very much like to learn of the
details.

A feature of such observation in low light condi
tions is the discovery that much can be seen in
semidarkness when using good binoculars and
spotting scopes. The objective lens of such equip
ment, much larger than the pupil of the human

M&rgus swro&or
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HMBC BOARD FOR 1995 - 1996
Directors:

Officers

President-

Vice-President:

Ann B'Rells

Jackie Bogardus
569 N Greenbush Rd
Rensselaer, NY

3187WoodhavenDr.

Schenectady, NY
12303
355-5615

283-6603

Secretary:

Treasurer

Barb Putnam

190 Palmer Ridge Rd.

Gregg Recer
23 Scotch Mist Way

Gansevoort, N.Y.
12831
792-7542

Malta, N.Y.
12020
899-2678

George Hanson
William Lee
Linda Parr
Denise Hilton
Carl George

12144

885-5467
374-3426
478-9219
785-6760
393-0629

Committee Chairs
Conservation :
Birdline:
Programs:
Field Trips:
Membership:
Publicity:
Publications:
Records:
Sanctuary:
Social:
Jr. Activities:

Walt Sabin
Jeff Marx
Scott Stoner
Joan Cipriani
Daniel Ruge
Ann B'Rells
Cathy Graichen
Cliff Lamere
Joe Coticchio
Denise Hilton
Ellen Dietemann

439-7344
283-3360
785-6760
374-3729
449-1087
355-5615
899-2678
462-9827
374-2449
785-6760
766-7045

BIRDLINE of E. NEW YORK: (518) 439-8080

Reminder!!
All HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members.
Board meetings take place the second Monday of every oddnumbered month. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center at

Send articles, dip-art
photos, artwork to:
Feathers
06 Cathy Graichen
23 Scotch Mist Way
Ballston Spa. NY 12020
or via e-mail to:
recerg@crisny.org

7:00 PM.

Field Trip Leaders!
Don't forget to send a summary of your trip to

Feathers. It is a great way to share the excite
ment of great birds, interesting experiences
and challenging identifications with the Club.

Submit reports by the 15th of odd-numbered
months for publication in the next newsletter

(delivered around the 15th of even number
months!

Feathers
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CoxWEX: Spring is just around the corner, but first don't miss
out on the rest of this winters great birding. Check your field trip list for oppor
tunities, and dorit forget to call Birdline i518-439-8080) just before the trip for
last minute scheduling changes, so common in this season of uncertain weather.
Welcome Elle Dietemann. JiMBC's new Junior Activities Chair, who volun
teered just in time for spring's special activities. And speaking of spring,
remember to keep April ZZnd open for a very special program at our annual
meeting. Clay and 'Patricia Sutton will share the excitement of fall at Cape
May and other migration hotspots in ""flow To Spot Jiawks And Eagles?
The meeting this year will be held at the Cranberry Bog on ~Wo1f fcd. — reserve early!

Also in time for sprtng is the bird blind at five JLtvers Environmental Education Center built with mate
rials provided by JiMBC and with Boy Scout labor. Give it a try.

See ya!
Ann B'Xelis
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SatU

26 July 97
The sun bears down heavily at midday as I drive slowly
along River Road from the hamlet of Thomson to the

upper reaches of Fort Miller. The unobstructed flow of the
Hudson River is marked by widely scattered specks of
flotsam. Nary a ripple across that broad expanse of dark,
seamless mass.
I am here to scout for early returns of migrating water-

birds, but find none. An alternative presents itself; a large
slough, which drew passing ducks and Hooded Mer
gansers in spring, holds my interest. The slough is a

marshy pond, this one elongated (about 200 yards long
and 50 yards wide). It appears to have been a naturally
connected, backwater habitat before the road was laid
down years ago. Now, water flows to and from the
Hudson through a large metal conduit beneath the road.
This highly productive complex of flora and fauna was
formerly part of the Mildred Denton Wildlife and Bird
Sanctuary. Susan Roney Drennan's book, Where to Find
Birds in New York State (Syracuse Univ. Press 1989)
cited the Denton Sanctuary among the best 500 birding
sites in New York State~the only one selected in Wash
ington County! The Nature Conservancy now owns and
manages the 370 acre preserve, which is divided by
State Rte 4, north of Thomson.

5 October 97

The day opened to clearing skies and warm breezes over
the six-mile stretch of the Hudson from Rte 29 through
Clarks Mills and Thomson to Fort Miller. My first stop is to
view the Battenkill River's impoundment at Clarks Mills, a
half mile above the river's merging with the Hudson.
The flow spreads behind the dam to form a broad,
grass-and-forb, marsh habitat, attractive to dabbling
ducks and geese. This morning, twenty or so Mallards
are widely dispersed, while a dozen Wood Ducks, with
remarkably articulated, breeding plumage, remain clus
tered, off by themselves. Lingering to admire their
exquisite feathering through my scope, I am treated to a
spider's gossamer dragline, floating through the optics'
field of view! Behind me, across the Hudson, a Turkey
Vulture rides a thermal, circling the fields while peering
for carrion.

On my drive to Fort Miller, I park by the Nature Conser
vancy Sanctuary, about two miles north of Clarks Mills.
The large bur-reed stand, which marks the long, inner
floral edge of the wetland, still holds to a strong green.
However, the summer bloom of purple loosestrife, arrow-

i < i til m I....

A Twelve-spot Skimmer (dragon fly) abruptly departs a
leafless twig. Though disturbed by my approach, it re

turns to its perch a couple of feet from me, and there it

remains, which affords me studied views of its wing and
body pattern. Fascinating! Three Northern Leopard Frogs
leap from cover directly before me, springing for 1 thicker
greenery. My field guide informs me they are close to the
species' southern limit in the Hudson River valley. Six
juvenile Mallards rest on a large, fallen tree. A Swamp
Sparrow seems to be tending its nest, which is below
viewing in the thick stand of bur-reed, dominating the
emergent flora along the entire margin of the pond.
Arrowhead, pickerelweed, and scattered magenta spikes
of purple loosestrife also are rooted in the shallows.
Fragrant water lilypads blanket most of the pond's open
water, the cover of green speckled by white lilies through
out.

li

11 is l\\ m ...

Improvements at Black Creek
Marsh
Birding Crossword
Cornell Lab. ofO. 's Cerulean
Warbler Atlas Project

V6oN2
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head, and water lily are faded, and the broad spread of
lily pods is blackened. At my feet, sensitive fern shows

no sign of frost damage, though elsewhere it is evident
in that species. Queen Anne's lace has gathered its

spent umbel stalks to form drab terminal clusters, at
tended there by perky composites of showy white asters
in full florescence.

Never more than knee deep, two Great Blue Herons
forage in the pond. I had wondered about the water's
depth. A single odonate (dragonfly or damsel-fly) re
veals itself with transparent, shimmering wings, but is
quickly lost to sight against the clutter of shrubs and
trees.

I drive on to Fort Miller. The Hudson there is virtually
devoid of waterbirds. However, above the dam and the
upper village, and beyond the cemetery, where the river
widens and opens to a view of Thompson Island, 350400 Canada Geese and five Snow Geese are present,

troubled heart.
Numbers, however, are meager this
morning-only a few species represented by lingering
individuals. In classic winter plumage, a Horned Grebe
(only occasionally seen here) floats in the main current
near the western shore. It appears rather watchful in its
search for fish and subsurface crustaceans, diving ev

ery five minutes or so. When it surfaces, It peers about,
suggesting concern for its security. Later, I spot it
upriver, near the dam in the company of another
Horned Grebe I hadn't noticed.
A Bonaparte's Gull surprises me, splashing down near
a few, lolling Ring-billed Gulls. It moves off by itself,
there to remain, dipping its beak for surface arthropods.
I am struck by its tern-like buoyancy, riding noticeably
higher than the Ring-bills.
An American Coot splashes awkwardly nearby, de
scending to nip at shallow plants and available faunal
life. I wonder if it is disoriented; Coots are rarely seen in

the air resonating with goose gabble.

the area so late in the season.

Over all, I sense the timeless patience of living forms,
attuned to the slant of the sun and the shortening of our

Leaving, I drive slowly south along River Rd. A lone
Common Goldeneye catches my attention. It is the only

days.
19 October 97

Other than the mass of 75 Ring-billed Gulls settled on a
river shoal, waterbird life is rather sparse before the
village of Fort Miller. As I pan the area, searching the far
reaches of the river, I am alerted to four sandpipers,
splashing down about thirty yards downriver from the
gulls. At first, I am puzzled-, breeding plumage no
longer identifies them, but I notice the drooping aspect
of their bills with my scope, which narrows the possibili
ties. Their slightly hunched posture in probing the shal
lows indicates they are Dunlins! First I'd ever seen in
Washington county. Their feathered tints and black
belly of summer are faded to featureless tones of
winter. I remain for awhile, watching them 3 searching
for worms, mollusks, and crustaceans.

Upriver, above the dam, I watch a solitary Pied-billed
Grebe dive repeatedly for sustenance. I reverse course,
and drive back, through the hamlet of Thomson to
Clarks Mills and the Battenkill impoundment. There, a
preening Great Egret delights me-its stately bearing, a
counterpoint to the idling mix of Mallards and Wood
Ducks.

diving duck on the river today. A few Mallards drift out
from shoreline sanctuaries as I approach along the way.

Passing the Nature Conservancy Preserve, I notice the
pond is completely iced over.
Stillness only there.
13 December 97
The sharp chill of the morning stirs a sense of steely
adversity beneath leaden clouds — the Hudson absorb
ing swollen tributaries, roaring as it spills over the
Stillwater, Lock 4 dam.
The view from the village shore is awesome! A flock of
4500-5000 Snow Geese is spread across the entire
width of the river below the dam. Most are resting on the
outcrop ledges, gracing them with a seamless blanket
of white, its flecks of gray, heralding the birds of the
year.

Mallards, Black Ducks, and Canada Geese probe and
rest along the river edges and alcoves. Four Ringnecked ducks and two Common Goldeneyes dive re
peatedly, downriver, while Common Mergansers wing
rapidly through the scene, singly and in small, compact
clusters.

23 November 97

Snow had fallen through the night, leaving a winter
wonderland of snow clad shrubs and trees. Crisp, white
filigree patterns grace the the sylvan stretches of the
Hudson River valley. It is a sight to ease even the most

I remain in the biting chill for awhile. Just as I am
adjusting my spotting scope, there is a startling burst of
the Snow Geese taking flight en masse! It is an abso
lutely simultaneous phenomenon — a great gathering of

Feathers
black-tipped, white ascendance, the perfection of it, one
of the wonders of our feathered world. Strangely, when
they are well off, three of the flock reverse course, and
return to the outcrop before me.
Mesmerized, I watch that tight, undulating mass of thou
sands, veering to southeast just prior to ascending
through the cloud cover, winging their way to the Delmarva peninsula or the Carolina tideland.
24 January 98

The sky is clear at midday, the weather brisk with a wind
chill in the upper 20's at Fort Miller. Across the expanse
of choppy water a dozen Common Mergansers are
loosely formed. Occasionally, splashy, male courting dis
play is evident. Widely separated from the former, a
larger flock of Common Goldeneyes emerges from a
cove upriver.They seem of a milder disposition than the
mergansers.

Both species are commonly represented here during
winter months if open water is available, and generally
found as the dominant waterfowl species. Always, I find
their tenacity delightful — reminding me of Nature's
refinements, honed along an ageless climb toward per
fection. How privileged to be here with the wild and the
free on a day as pure as crystal.
9 February 98

It is early afternoon beneath a clear sky here at Fort
Miller, and south along River Rd. The season of renewal
is now palpably evident. Common Merganser and Gold
en eye presence has increased, and with it, courting
behavior among the males of both species, more notice
able among the Goldeneyes, given the intensity of their
heads drawn to their backs and snapped forward repeat
edly. The foot splashing and leg display of the Mer
gansers is less prevalent, but evident. And withal, on this
day, the appearance of a single male Bufflehead — at
13+ inches, a swift, feisty bantam, and a joy to behold on
wintry, coastal waters, on the river before me, on rapid
wing beat anywhere. My favorite among our winged

emissaries of light.
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Improvements to BUck CreeI< MarsLi
S
Region 4 wildlife staff are continuing an on-going
project to improve access and facilitate a variety of
public uses at Black Creek Marsh Wildlife Manage
ment Area in Albany Co. Most recently, two infor
mational kiosks were erected on the WMA. One
kiosk is at the parking area on Meadowdale Rd.
The second kiosk is at the parking area at the
terminus of Kling Terrace. In the future, an addi
tional kiosk will be placed at a parking area wildlife
staff propose to establish along Hennessey Rd.
The kiosks display site maps, various brochures,
posters, and a variety of other useful information.

Also, for the first time in its 30+ year history, the
WMA has a site identification sign which was pro
duced by DEC'S sign shop and erected along Hen
nessey Road. One project planned for 1998 is the
construction of a section of boardwalk to improve
access for viewing several ponds frequented by
water birds.

These improvements are financed by PittmanRobertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration funds
which are collected via a federal excise tax on the
sales of firearms, ammunition, and archery equip
ment. Contact DEC Region 4 wildlife biologist Karl
Parker at 357-2066 if you have any questions or
comments about Black Creek Marsh Wildlife Man
agement Area.

Ffflt"h(TS
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BiRdiNq CrossworcI PuzzIe

'Detti&e

<xnd Sco-tt Sto-net

We worked on this during a recent trip to Florida, sitting out at the pool in between birding trips; we had a
lot of fun trying to find words to mesh together and then to come up with clues that were not too easy for
you. Enjoy!
Hints: think broadly of bird names, birding places, things birds do, and the use of bird names in society. "Init." means the initials
of a person or place-, "abbr." can mean an acronym such as HMBC for our Club. Solution will be published in the next issue; if
you can't wait, let us know and we'll send it to you early! Let us know if you enjoy this, and if it is too easy or too hard.

120

Feathers

ACROSS
1. actor in bird movie
3. recent golden anniversary
10. wise desert mimic
12. many sites named for this animal
13. named for his anatomy
16. wind ride
18. student of humming birds (init.)
20. useful birding tool
22. watery birding place
23. Texas hummingbird site
25. useful bill shape
27. color

29.
30.
32.
34.
35.
37.
38.

a harlequin state (abbr.)
avian exit
joined by many birders
sound of a woodpecker
waypoint to tropics (abbr.)
a January sound
tropical island

39. state with treeless habitat (abbr.)
40. crane crossing (abbr.)

85. color
87. navigation aid

36. marshes host yellow-headed blackbirds

89. confused raptor
92. part of gull ID
93. "birdier" than #104 across (abbr.)
94. water surrounds royalty (abbr.)
95. nocturnal imposter
99. action regarding new bird
102. learned by banding
104. major ABA listing area (abbr.)
105. Great Basin birding base
107. home of "plains" birder (abbr.)
108. cold desert

37. source of flamingos
42. desert lake
43. sound of crow
45. old waterbird name (abbr.)
48. good omen
50. drains in three directions (abbr.)
52. early spring sound
53. class of birds
55. shy marsh dweller
56. pink ones are hybrids
58. artist's first initials
59. winter coastal visitor
60. wrote neighboring book
61. evidence of grouse
63. home of both prairie chickens (abbr.)
64. saved from #66 across by #71 across
70. ornithology patriarch
73. shape of nest
75. NYC birding transportation (abbr.)
76. field mark
78. sound of gull
79. hiding place
80. vultures return here (abbr.)
82. long sunsets
83. old Siberian vagrant could have known
him (initials)
84. low on food chain
86. marsh plant
88. transportation (abbr.)
89. locate prey
90. often heard with #52 down
91. silent flier
96. relative of chickadees
97. F-15's "hangar"
98. wrote new breeding accounts (init.)
100. habitat condition of oilbird

110.
113.
115.
116.
117.

builder
flight move
mature (abbr.)
a large desert county
a "wood/1 genus name
119. good for spring migrants (abbr.)
120. always hungry
121. a northern rarity
122. haven for human and avian migrants
(abbr.)

41. trail birds
44. young swingers
46. ends where it begins
47. a prairie state (abbr.)

48. has islands in the sky (abbr.)
49. preserves birds
51. abandoned #120 across
54. birding access

57. concealed songsters
62. winter visitors
65. structural color
66. in past tense

67. bird here all night (abbr.)
68. early breeder (partial init.)

69. colorful Hawaiian bird
71. anti-hatter (abbr.)

72. disappointing find on rare bird chase

DOWN
1. seabird site (abbr.)
2. fisherman's helper
4. a local waterfowl site
5. feeding technique
6. springtime ritual
7. site of rare shorebirds (abbr.)
8. oriental
9. Pt. Pelee in spring (abbr.)
10. short billed marsh bird
11. shares name with river
14. common for many sites
15. demonstration "bird"

17. introduction to tropics
19. a "bell" bird

(abbr.)

21. a nauseating habitat

(abbr.)

24.
26.
27.
28.

73. rocky coasts and desert waterfowl
74. action re: new bird
76. wrote old breeding info

77. relative of a bright bird
79. roadside bird of Arizona
81. avoided by prey (si.)
82. species of warblers
84. a far east place

V60N2
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22. end of migration

a partial ID
pleasant winter birding place (abbr.)
end of trip activity
needed to see yellow green vireo

(abbr.)
31. drumming site
33. mythical bird
34. Everglades deserter

(abbr.)

101. shared by many ducks

103. means of defense
106. eggs
108. 300,000 hummingbirds
109. accumulates in food chain
111.
112.
114.
116.

locate prey
associated with #27 down
diminutive desert dweller
has freshwater shoreline (abbr.)

118. first 2 letters of species and genus
names (shared by this aptly named bird)

V60N2
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UpcooiiNq PnoqRAMS
All programs held at 7:30 PM at the Five Rivers
Environmental Education Center, Delmar

Wednesday, Apr 22, Cranberry Bog, Wolf Rd., Colonie. 8:30 PM (Please Note Special Time & Place!!). HMBC
Annual meeting and Clay and Patricia Sutton on "How to Spot Hawks and Owls".
Clay and Patricia Sutton will share the excitement of fall at Cape May and the excitement of the migration at many
other hotspots, including Texas' Santa Ana NWR, Duluth in Minnesota, and Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania. There
will also be a special emphasis on lesser known nearby raptor hotspots. "How to Spot Hawks and Eagles" is a slide
program based on their recent book of the same name, and will cover raptor basics, finding hawks and eagles both
near and far, and when and where to go. In their program the Suttons will relate the fascination of hawk watching
and convey the excitement of searching for and studying our spectacular birds of prey.

Clay and Patricia Sutton live at Cape May, NJ and have studied hawks and eagles in the wild for the past 20 years.
Clay is a freelance writer, lecturer, photographer and biologist. His first book, Hawks in Flight, the Flight Identification
of North American Migrant Raptors, was published in 1988 and co-authored with Pete Dunne and illustrated by David
Sibley. Patricia Sutton is the Education Coordinator with the Cape May Bird Observatory. Clay and Pat co-authored
How to Spot an Owl in 1994 and How to Spot Hawks and Eagles in 1996.
ADIRONDACKS THE FOCUS OF HMBC'S MAY AND JUNE PROGRAMS
A pair of programs in May and June will feature the Adirondack Park, much in the news of late with the
announcement of acquisition of the critical Whitney property.
Mon May 4 - Five Rivers, 7:30 P.M. Mike Storey on A Natural History of the Adirondacks. This one-hour slide
show will explore a comprehensive view of what makes the Adirondack Park such a special place. Starting with the
geologic and glacial history, and continuing with the development of the forest and wildlife communities, the show will
weave the story of how the Park has changed over the past 150 years, coming from the brink of destruction to
become the jewel of wilderness in New York State. Special photographs from the collections of Mike Storey, Gary
Randorf and the Adirondack Park Agency will illustrate the narrative.

Mike Storey is the Associate Adirondack Park Naturalist at the Paul Smith's Visitor Interpretive Center. After working
in Yellowstone, Grand Canyon and Everglades National Parks, Mike returned to New York and has worked as a
naturalist in the Adirondacks for over 20 years. He is a writer, illustrator and photographer and has published works
in Adirondack Life, Audubon, National Wildlife and the NYS Conservationist, among others. He is the author of two
books on the natural history of the Adirondack Park and designed the interpretive trail systems at the two Adirondack
Park Visitor Centers.

Mon June 1 Five Rivers, 7:30 P.M. Adirondack Wildlife. Photographer and HMBC member Warren Greene will
present a slide program on the breeding warblers, other birds and a few other favorite creatures of the Adirondacks.
Warren's work was recently featured on the cover of the Club's book, Birding New York's Hudson-Mohawk Region.
Look to the next issue of Feathers for more details of this and future Club programs.
No Programs in July or August!!

Thu Sept 10 - Sue and John Adair on the Antarctic.
Mon Oct 5 - Scott Stoner and Denise Hilton on "Our Desert Southwest."
Mon Nov 2 - Andy Mason on the Franklin Mountain hawk watch.

Feathers
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UpcootiNq HMBC FiEld TRips
(Consult yourfield trip schedule or Birdline (439-8080) for trip details)

held at the Five Rivers Environmental Education Center
on Game Farm Road in Delmar. The Interpretive

WOODCOCK AT FIVE RIVERS
Thur APR 23
Coordinator:

Al Mapes439-4086

Woodcock flight time expected around 8 p.m.

Meet at

the Five Rivers Interpretive Building at 7 p.m.

VISCHER FERRY
Sat APR 25

Building (visitor center) will be open, with coffee flowing,
from 6 a.m. Birding groups will leave from there at 6:00,

7:00, and 8:00. Join a group or go out on your own as
we try to find as many species as possible. We'll rally at
10:30 a.m. for coffee, doughnuts, bagels, fresh fruit
(approx. $3.00 donation) and a list compilation. (See
page 2 for directions.)

Coordinators: Jeff Marx & Carole Flood
283-3360

Meet at the main entrance at 7:30 a.m for this morning
trip.

Coordinators:

FIVE RIVERS

Cathy Graichen

& Gregg

Recer

899-2678

Sun APR 26

Coordinators:

VISCHER FERRY MIGRANTS
Sun MAY 10

Timed for the peak of spring migration, this is one of the

Denise Hilton & Scott Stoner

• Club's most popular trips. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the main

785-6760
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Interpretive Building for this full

parking lot.

morning trip.

(See page 2 for directions.)
ALBANY RURAL CEMETERY

TuesMAY12

PAPSCANEE ISLAND NATURE PRESERVE

Coordinator: Gerry Colborn

Sat MAY 2
Coordinator: Gary Goodness

This is one of the best places to witness the spring

272-5830

Join us to explore the brand new Papscanee Island

Nature Preserve along the Hudson River just south of
East Greenbush.

272-1544

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the park en

trance off Route 9J onto Staats Island Road. Then we
will drive north to Peebles Island where the shadbush

migration.

Many mature stately trees attract warblers,

Tanagers, and other migrants. The history of the area

is truly fascinating, including President Chester Arthur's
gravesite.

Meet at 5:30 p.m. at the downhill south

entrance parking area near the main office in Menands
off Rte 32.

surrounding the island should be in spectacular bloom.
For those wishing to visit Peebles Island only, meet at
the Park entrance to Peebles Island at 10:00 a.m.

Compiler: Bob Yunick

AN EVENING AT VISCHER FERRY

Yellow

Warbler, Warbling Vireo, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Balti
more Oriole and many other recent arrivals are ex
pected.

Meet at 5:30 p.m. at the main entrance,

(see

page 2 for directions)

11-county Hudson-Mohawk Region. Join a group or
form your own and cover all your favorite locations.
Each group must stay together and jointly identify
species reported. Reports must be mailed to the com
piler by May 29 in order to be counted.

Also, please

give Birdline a call with the total species and highlights

BIRDS AND BREAKFAST
Sat MAY 9

Coordinator: Denise Hilton

1527 Myron

See how many species you can find in 24 hours in the

399-9159

Come see the charmin' new Whipple Bridge!

377-0146

St., Schenectady, NY 12309

Wed MAY 6
Coordinator: Bernie Grossman

CENTURY RUN
Sat MAY 16

785-6760

Our annual celebration of the arrival of spring will be

for your group.

AN EVENING AT GRAFTON LAKES STATE PARK
Wed MAY 20

Feathers
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dle Grove Road.

Coordinator: Carole Flood 283-3360

Grafton at this time of year is especially beautiful.
Take Route 2 to the main entrance and proceed to the
GRAFTON LAKES AREA

main beach parking lot. Meet at 5:30 p.m.
Sat JUNE 6

AN EVENING AT THE SARATOGA BATTLEFIELD

Coordinator: Jeff Marx & Carole Flood

283-3360

Join us for this morning walk at Dunham Reservoir,

Thurs MAY 21

Coordinator: Brad Bidwell

which is the part of Grafton Lakes State Park which lies

793-7903

What a great place to spend a spring evening. Expect

south of Route 2. Expect to find Sapsucker,

Blue-

to see many Bobolinks and Meadowlarks and other

headed Vireo, Hermit Thrush, Black-Throated Blue and

grassland species, perhaps even the rare Henslow's

many other warblers along the trails of the mixed forests

Sparrow.

surrounding the Reservoir.

Meet at 5:30 p.m. at the parking lot at the

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at

Tamarac (Brittonkill) High School on Route 2, east of

main entrance.

the intersection of Route 2 & 278. Plan to carpool.

NOTT ROAD PARK
NORTHERN SARATOGA COUNTY

Sat MAY 23

Coordinator: Walter Ellison

456-6224 (Home),

Sun JUNE 7

442-4320 (Work)

Coordinator: Barbara Putnam

A typical spring morning walk in this floodplain wood

On this morning trip, we will explore varied habitats

792-7542

land and field habitat can yield 80 species, including

along the road on the way to the Hadley Mountain

orioles, tanagers, migrant boreal warblers, Louisiana

trailhead. Due to the narrowness of the road, we will

Waterthrush,

Wood

need to car pool. Meet at 7:00 a.m. in or near the village

Duck. Meet at the Park entrance at 7:00 AM. Directions:

of Lake Luzerne (call coordinator for the exact meeting

From the intersection of Routes 20 and 155 in Guilder-

spot).

Rose-breasted

Grosbeak

and

land, go south on 155 for about 1 mile, turn right onto
BOREAL SPECIALTIES TRIP

Nott Road to the entrance on your left

Sat & Sun JUNE6&7

Coordinators: Denise Hilton & Scott Stoner

AN EVENING AT FIVE RIVERS
Coordinator:

7 8 5-

6760

Thurs MAY 28

Denise Hilton

& Scott Stoner

785-

Reservations by April 15

6760

Field Trip Leader: Sean O'Brien

Enjoy the evening chorus of birdsong and peeper, etc.

Spruce Grouse, Gray Jay, Boreal Chickadee, both

Expect Bluebirds, Green Heron, Scarlet Tanager, Rose-

Crossbills,

Bicknell's Thrush,

Black-backed Wood

breasted Grosbeak, Wood Thrush and many others.

pecker and Saw-Whet Owl are among the highlights of

Meet at 5:30 p.m. at the Educational Center parking lot.

this weekend trip to the Adirondacks.

Resident expert

Sean O'Brien will lead us in search of these and many
DESOLATION ROAD-ALBIA POND

north country hotspots. The itinerary will be subject to

Sun MAY 31

Coordinator: Susan Duggan

other target species on this full weekend exploration of

584-9324

last minute changes to reflect any late-breaking sight

See this wonderful area along a back dirt road before it

ings, but should include Madawaska and Massawepie

gets paved. This is rather unique habitat in the Adiron

on Saturday and Sunday mornings, the Boreal Heritage,

dack foothills and hosts many nesting birds such as

and if desired, Whiteface Mountain.

Winter Wren, Common Snipe, Nashville, Black throated

Friday and Saturday nights in the Lake Placid/Saranac

Blue, Black-throated Green, Magnolia and Blackburnian

Lake area.

Warblers. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Middle Grove Post

Limited to 12 participants.

Office (don't blink) where Desolation Road meets Mid

Plan to stay both

Coordinators will have lodging information.

Register Now!

For the
Golden Anniversary Meeting
of the
Federation of
New York Sate Bird Clubs

Register
Now!

In Rochester on September 25-27, 199S

A± the Rochester Airport Marriott
Hosted by
Burroughs Audubon Nature Club
Genesee Ornithological Society
llochesier Eliding Association

On October 25H 1947, thirteen bird clubs from
all (Tver the state came to Rochester, at the
invitation o( COS, to form a stale-wide

Kmn Kaufman,
Featured speaker

organization, the Federation of New York State
Bird Clubs. The following year on November
13-14, the rcderarion held its first Annual
Meeting here. On every 10th year since that
time, the Annual Meedng has been held in this
area 1998 is no exception. Thisyear
Burroughs Audubon, GOS and RBA will host
die Golden Anniversary of the Federation. To
celebrate this CTent the highly respected fiirder
Kenn Kaufman has agreed to speak.
Register Now!

You wiii want to attend this meeting to hear
this well known speaker, visit the birding hoc
spots in thr: Rochester area, hear about current

research, chat wich other delegates and vendors,

and enioy a get-away for the weekend. Of
special importance will be die presentation of

the new edition of |ohn Bull's BIRDS OF NEW
YORK STATE.
Fcptiired Speaker

Kenn Kaufman has been birding since rhe age o(
six. He has led nature touis on seven continents

and has been involved m numerous birding

festivals. Kenn has organized educational bird

workshops for adults and children. H= is the
author of LIVES OF NORTH AMERICAN
BIRDS and the Peterson Field Guides
ADVANCED BIRDING. He h*s recently
written an autobiography, KINGBIRD

HIGHWAY. Kenn is also a contributing editor

of Birder's WorJrf and Bird Watcher* Digssi, and
editor of Reid Notes. He is an elective member
oi Che American Ornithologists Union and is
known as an entertaining speaker
Location

Rochester is easily leached bom ail pares o£ the
state. From the east, north and south, take the
NVS Thruway to Exit 46, and then take Route

390 north to fridge Road [Rt, 104]. Take Ridge
Road west and turn right at tht first traffic light.
From the -west, take the Thruway ro Exir 47
tLeRoy} and travel easi on Route 490 to Route
390 North. Taky 39QNta Ridge Road [Rtr 104}.

Go west on Ridge Road and Cum light at the
ibst traffic light. Transportation from the

Greater Rochester International Airport is
available by hotel shuttle.

Workshops and Puptr Sessions
On Friday evening a variety or workshops \viIk be
held, and on Saturday afternoon the technical
papers will be presented. Details will be
available at the meeting.

Field. Trips
in the Rochester area at riie time of che
meeting provides choices in a variety at
locations. Tht Lake Ontario shoreline and
nearby parks attract birds going south and those
looking for their winter homer The sign up
sheet and directions co each of three locations

will bo avdJable at the registration desk.
Friday, September 25, 3:0D PM
1. Beatty Point concentrates spairos*- movement

Agenda
Presented by co-chjirs

John Lehr and Shirley Jhaw
Friday

Afternoon

Field Trips

Saturday, September 26

Evening

Cocktail Hour

Trips for delegates will start earlier than those

Btiffei Dinner

for non-delegates.

■Workshops

Saturday Morning

V7£W of the local gulls and shorobirds.

Trips for Delegates

and other waterfowl should be on che pond.

Delegates Meeting

3. Irondequoit Bay area includes shoreline of
Lake Ontario, shoreline fists and wooded
parkland.

Non-delepaies
Afternoon

Paper Sessions

Evening

Cockiyii Hum
Speaker

Morning

2. Charlowe to Round Ptind will begin wirii a

Early AM Field

Field Trips for

Sunday

alongLakeOnta.no. This aitomoon trip wiU
give an opportuniiy to explore this aiea and to
stretch cue after your journey.

Field Trips

Ducks

■?r Hanilin Eeach Suite Park, site oi the
Lakewatch project, is a perfect spot to sharpen
identification skills for waterfowl, gulis and
jaeger flybys. The woods near the pjrking lot
will host small bird species.
Some of the trips Listed above will visit the
Braddock Bay Banding Observatory to see

banding procedures and birds which are oten
not seen in the field.

Sunday, September 27
5. Harnlln Beach State Park is q repeat of
Saturday's trip, with delegates given preference.
6. Charlotte to Round Pond is also 3 repeat of
Saturday's trip.

On the trip home, those taking the Thruway
cast may also wish to visit Montezuma NWR.

include admission to field trips, workshops and
paper sessions, as well as a memento of the

Exit ai Waterloo, drive south to Rt.318, east to
Routes S and 20, then east to the entrance of
the Refuge. Those taking the Thnrway west
may wish to visit Iroqtiois NWR. Exit at
Bacavia, take Rt.63 north to Rt.77 to Roberts
Road, then west on Roberts-Oisey Road to the

gathering. Breakfast and lunch are on your

headquarters.

speaker, one musr be a registrant at the

banquet must be purchased in advance, using
the registration form below\ To hear the

meeting.

Non-birders are welcome

Registrants will receive confirmation hy mail

There arc many great opportunities for

non-birders

own A list of nearby restaurants will be
included in the welcome packets. Tickets to
the Friday night buffet dinner and Saturday

Enjoy the indoor pool, hot tub,

sauna and exercise room in the comfort of the

hotel. Gaze ac the stars in a srtow at the
Strasenburgh Planetarium, Uvc history at che

Susan E, Anthony House. At High Falls, stroD
along the Genesee River gorge and view the
Falls and fall fobage. Then browse the
boutiques nearby. The Greece Center Mali
provides many shopping choices.

You must make your own hotel reservations.
Call Marriott at 1-800-228-9290 or 716225-6S80. In order to obtain the conference
rate of 575.00 plus tax per room per night, you
muse tell Ehem that you are attending the
Federation of New York State Bird Clubs
Annual Meeting.
For additional registration forms contact Helen

How to Register

Registration costs S20.00 per person before
luly 15 and S25,00 thereafter, with student
registration of $10.00. Registration will

Rice, 30 Catalpa Road, Rochester, NY 14617
{716-544-4769). ■
For more information contact Shirley Shaw
(7I6-3S5-39O7) or John Lehr [716-5S6-06S3}.

Registration Form

The Golden Anniversary meeting of
The Federation of New York Sttfe Bird Clubs
September 25-27,1996

1850 West Ridge Road, Itochesier, NT 14615
Name<53; £as you want il on your name lag)

EJelegaie

1

Ya

No

2

Yes

\r.

Address

Club
Phone <

)

Room. Coniaet The Manion at 1-900-223-5^0 or ihe Rochester Airport MamoH diitcdy ai 1-716-225-6880
for rewevations Please re«rvc youc room early Be sure io mention Ihe Federation of Nt;^ York Staie Bird
Clubs Annual Conference to ensure [he conference rate of S"5 CO plus tax per rixim pet night
Registration' {includes speaker, tvotfcshcip, paper seisions and field nips)
*

S12O.00 ormmatked bv fiilv M

-

lil^.OO coHmarked after lulv li

S
BcgislrnCian Toial S

Meal^

Friday Evening:

-

ttl.^ osr D-erson

Ho[ and Cold Buffet

J

Saturday Evening1
*

®Sl9 50 per person

Fasti" PrLmavcia

&

■

@%2i 7> ocv [Jcrw>n

Ifoaii Prime Eecf

S

*

©S21-C0 per oerson

Chicken ralvadoa

S
Meal Total %
Tool Enclosed S

Mike checks payable to FPOfSBC - 50th AnniVL-rsary
Send (his form and paynumi io:

Helen Rice C716 544-4769J
30 Caialp Road

RochesierFNT 14617

Fot informauon contact Shirley Shaw (7l6 335-39Q7J or John Lshr C7l6 5S6-C6S3)

O

We look forward
to seeing you

O
P

in September!
H

O

LJ

H
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SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Experience Sights and Sounds of

(BATTLEFIELD)

Migratory Birds at Second Annual

sat june: 13
Coordinators: Kay & George Hanson

885-5467

Lake Ontario Bird Festival May 2 and 3

This morning visit to the Saratoga Battlefield will begin

with a walk in the area of the Visitor Center.

We will then

drive the tour road through the Park hoping to see many
of the Park's sparrows (HensloWs, Savannah, Field, and

The second annual Lake Ontario Bird Festival
Sgt

state

gnd

Rark

Su

wj||

2

offer

bjrdjng

gnd

3>

^

Mexjco

enthusiasts

and

pojnt

nature

Grasshopper) as well as many other breeding species.

|overs of a|, ages an Opportunjty to experience the

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the flagpole in the Visitor Center

sights

parking lot. A small entrance fee is required.

beautiful shoreline of eastern Lake Ontario. Each
spring tens of thousands of migratory raptors and
songbirds fly over the eastern shore of Lake
Ontario. As many as 50,000 hawks pass over
Derby Hill in the Town of Mexico. In early May, up
to 2,500 broad- winged hawks may pass over the

VISCHER FERRY
Sun JUNE 14

Coordinators:

Lynn Huntington & Dan Welch

477-

298Q

Join us at one of the Club's favorite birding spots. During
this morning excursion, we will look for migrants, warbiers and waterfowl.

Meet at the park.ng lot at 7 a.m.

(See page 2 for directions.)

456-6224 (Home)

442-

4320 (Work)

Come spend the morning with us searching for the

breeding birds of this local park, which include a good
variety of flycatchers, thrushes, vireos and warblers.

this trip will provide an exerc.se in ear-b.rd.ng, with many
of the species heard but not seen. Call the coordinator for
meeting time and place.

of mjgratory

birds

along

the

"'" |" a fin9|e ***- Mexico Point State Park, the site

°f
the L*ke 0"tan0nB'rd .FestlVf'' Is '5*?* at
Mexico Bay on Lake Ontario, on the Little Salmon
Rjver

The

fegBva|

wj||

feature

Derby

Hj|| and other area

fie|d

birdjng

trjps

sjtes

tQ

nearby

a wj|d|jfe art

of prey demonstrations, habitat hikes, conservation

Sat JUNE 20
Walter Ellison

sounds

show and sale, banding demonstrations, wild birds

JOHN BOYD THACHER STATE PARK
Coordinator:

and

exhibits and workshops, and a variety of
educational
activities
designed for children.
Promoting, the festival are representatives of these
groups: Town of Mexico, The Nature Conservancy,
Onondaga Audubon Society, Oswego County
Department of Promotion and Tourism the New
Sea Grant, and Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park at b

^^ Mexjco ^ mofe jnformatjon ca||
Seaway Traj| |nc gt 1 _80u-SEAWAY-T, or visit our f
web sjte at www.co.oswego.ny.us/tourism.
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Reports
T>e*iUe

& Sco-tt Sto-aei

Eagles in New York State

California & Utah

Peter Nye's fine presentation on the State of the Eagle
— 1998 drew a large crowd to the Club's February 2
program. In the Department of Environmental Conser
vation's endangered species program, Pete has been
working for more than 20 years to preserve and restore
the Bald Eagle and many other endangered species in
New York. Back in 1976 there were only two eagles in
the State, a nonproductive pair. Although DDT had
been a factor in the eagles decline, the main reason
had been loss of habitat. Restoration was begun in
1976 via a hacking program with the assistance of Dr.
Tom Cade of Cornell. In this program, young eagles
were obtained in Southeast Alaska (imagine traveling
there for your job every year!) and released in New York
State. Over the period from 1976 - 1988, 198 eagles
were hacked in NY. By 1985 there were about 10
breeding pairs in the State. Last year there were 35
breeding pairs in NYS, including 2 nesting pairs along
the Hudson River. The growing population along the
River produced its first successful fledgling in 100 years
last year.

About 50 people enjoyed Gregg Recer's March 2 pro
gram based on his family's travels through California,
Nevada and Utah.
Our scenic adventure began in Torey Pines, north of
San Diego, where the stark erosion of the sedimentary
rock by wind and water has created a dramatic coastal
convergence of ocean and mountains.

The chaparral habitat along this part of the coast is
home to many species of birds, including Wrentit, Cali
fornia Townee, California Thrasher and Western Scrub
Jay.

The La Jolla area north of San Diego, where deep clefts
in the ocean floor yields high surf, abounds with sea life.
A colony of Harbor Seals, Heerman's Gull and Brown
Pelicans were among the wildlife there.
Traveling northeast, Gregg led us by picture through the
Anza Borrega Desert State Park, California's largest

New York also hosts a sizable wintering population,
estimated at 200 - 300 birds. Pete identified six major
wintering areas, including the Upper Delaware River
Valley (71% of NY's wintering eagles), the St.
Lawrence, the Salmon, the Lower Hudson, the Hoosic
and the Sacandaga. Hydroelectric plants attract winter
ing eagles in that water remains open and they
"provide" a supply of fish.
Ongoing research on eagles in NYS includes tracking
by satellite; birds that winter in NY move on up to
Ontario, Maine and even Labrador in the breeding

state park. Among the loveliest examples of spectacu
lar desert scenery were the pictures of the oasis of
California fan palms.
As the altitude rose, so the habitat changed, and next

we were treated to many beautiful pictures from Joshua
Tree National Park, with its famous rock outcroppings
and its namesake "trees," so rare and beautiful.

Back to the coast, at the southern end of Big Sur, the
start of Ca. Route 1, we were treated to pictures of
California Sea Lions.

season.

The Club greatly enjoyed Pete's talk and appreciates
his taking the time to come and talk with us and to share
some of his very considerable knowledge and experi
ence about these birds. More importantly, we appreci
ate that the work he has done over the past 20 years
has had a very positive effect on the restoration of our
National Bird in New York State, and thus on our ability
to see and enjoy it. Thanks to his efforts, the State of

Stellar's Jay, Northern Pygmy Owl, Brant, Cassin's
Finch and Blue Grouse were among the birds seen in
the Giant Redwood forest.
Our photo journey continued north into the high desert
of Oregon, through Sequoia National Park, and into
Utah, with majestic views from Zion National Park's
narrow canyons created by eons of freezing and thaw
ing, and the natural spires of Bryce Canyon.

the Eagle in 1998 is very good!

We thank both Gregg and Cathy for sharing their west
ern experience with us!
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PREdATlON:
Thf BATTENkiLL iMpouNdMENT at CLarIc Mills, FEbRUARy 22, 1998

The Battenkill impoundment was largely free of ice, and had drawn many dabblers — geese, black ducks, mallards,
and a single northern pintail. Twenty or so common mergansers were widely distributed among them. A bald eagle
was perched high in a tree, well beyond the massed waterfowl.
It remained an idyllically peaceful scene until the eagle descended from its perch, scattering the ducks and geese
beneath its swooping glide. It made no attempt to pick one off, rising instead toward the the heavily wooded hill before
it, where it settled, lost to view. Fifteen minutes later the predator reappeared with what seemed to be a small
mammal, hanging limp from from its talons. It flew low across the full width of the impoundment, rising to a branch
near where it had formerly perched. There it held, tearing its victim apart, pestered occasionally by a couple of crows.
The eagle's ravening was satisfied, at last, when it drew out the intestines and worked it down its own gullet.
Having consumed the carcass, the eagle remained on the limb, rubbing its bill against it to remove the residue of its
gorging. Subsequently, it lifted off and glided down and across the impoundment, alarming the waterfowl, swerving
sharply to pounce upon a hapless duck on a grassy rise. Quickly dispatching its quarry, the raptor proceeded to
consume it, partially screened by vegetation. The scattered geese reassembled, somberly watchful of the feeding
eagle. The flock seemed of one mind, remaining absolutely riveted, suggesting both wariness and awe.

An eerie stillness prevailed as I left, it haunts me still- a scene I shall long remember.
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Cerulean Warbler Atlas Project
a project of the

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Partners in Flight
)/ The Cornell Lab of Ornithology needs the help of experienced birders and biolo

gists to study the habitat requirements, breeding biology, and population status of
Cerulean Warblers.

uv]

\/ The Cerulean Warbler is a species of special concern throughout its range and has
been listed as high priority by Partners In Flight. Breeding Bird Survey data suggest
diat this species has been declining significantly since 1966. However, because of low
densities and patchy distributions, accurate trends are difficult to estimate.
That's why we need your helpl
tf Beginning in late spring and summer, project participants will survey known and
potential Cerulean Warbler breeding sites to determine
V—^
the number of breeding pairs and productivity, de~

scribe nesting habitat, and identify potential

threats to the population and its habitat. Field

surveys will use a tape-playback protocol of

Cerulean Warbler vocalizations to elicit a
response from territorial birds,

/^T^>

|

'

/~~^. i
L^

\/ Participants will receive a free research kit i
that includes

>'

/r-

• instructions

£

• data forms
• reference materials
• cassette tape for training and field use

k
r

tf Help spread the word about the Cerulean Warbler Atlas Project by networking with
Partners In Flight working groups, Audubon chapters, bird clubs, and nature centers.

^/ Cerulean Warbler Atlas Project

FT";

participants will help to produce a detailed M
breeding bird atlas and conservation
0
guidelines for xhis colorful forest inhabit- |j 1.

ant. Do your part for bird conservation by
helping us keep this tiny, but magnificent,

warbler off the endangered species list.

vJtpcaj'NY 1
Phdtje: (607)i 2S$r 54«ro

• Tojomournenvorkofvolunteersforthe
e-maU;fp
fe
iroeU.edu
1998 season or to find out more information, '^i^^k^j^^lii^^ftelLedtp
contact the Cornell Lab of Ornithology ':'' :' -:' " ' v-r'<: ;.■'•:....:" .•
Funded by the U.S. Fish & WMlife Service
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FiEld TRip Reports
Ft. Edward
On January 25, nine members of the Hudson-Mohawk
Bird Club joined six members of the Southern Adiron
dack Audubon Society for a field trip to the Fort Edward
grasslands. The trip, which was originally scheduled for
Saturday, had to be postponed to "Super-Bowl Sunday"
due to weather. Despite cold temperatures and a mod
erate breeze, the day was beautiful. A fresh blanket of
ice-covered snow reflected the bright sunshine. Our
first stop was a feeder on East Street that was bustling
with Common Redpolls, Goldfinches, Chickadees, and
Mourning Doves. As we drove slowly along the country
roads, Red- tailed and Rough-legged hawks were seen in
distant trees. A field along Durkie Town Road offered
the best looks of Horned larks and Snow buntings. Bill

Lee spotted a lone Lapland Longspur in the group but
unfortunately, it flew away before anyone else had a
look at it. On Fitzpatrick Drive, the group was treated to

a great look at two Short-eared owls flying over the
road. In all, sixteen species were counted during our
short trip.

— SetA & &%ad SUttxU

Mongaup Reservoir
Inspired by Peter Nye's talk the week before and the

desire to see large numbers of Bald Eagles in New
York's famed Mongaup region, a group of eager birders
met on Feb. 7 in the early afternoon at the DEC viewing
blind on CR 43, south of Monticello. This was a joint trip
with the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs, and
several of the eight participants joined us from other
parts of the State. Our first look at a Bald Eagle, an
immature, was without doubt our closest, and occurred
for some lucky participants as they were just getting out
of their cars at the start of the trip. Following that there
was a steady if slow procession of eagles over the next
couple of hours, including two adults. The viewing area
was crowded and included a bus load of folks from New
York City and a field trip from Moriches Bay Audubon on
Long Island. We were told that a hundred visitors in a
day was not unexpected in the winter. Other birds seen

included 4 Common Ravens, 50 Common Mergansers, 11
American Black Duck and 1 Belted Kingfisher.
— VcttUe *%Uto*t & Scott Sfatten.

Galilee, Pt. Judith, Jamestown, Newport, Middletown,
Bristol and East Providence. As usual, we began the
trip at Sachuest NWR in Middletown. Wintering loons,
grebes and waterfowl were plentiful and gave us nu
merous close-up viewing opportunities.
Of course,
Sachuest is known above all else for it's tremendous
wintering population of Harlequin Duck and we were not
disappointed in this department. We saw several large
groups around the peninsula, with a total of perhaps 80
-100 birdsl The first group we encountered was in an
area we haven't seen them previously, toward the bay
side of the southern point, very close in and perfectly
sunlit — enough to make even jaded birders' knees a
little wobbly! In the same area, Bill ("I don't do ducks")
Lee came up with a very nice find — a female Barrow's
Goldeneye. Unlike a lot of female ducks, which can be
a serious ID challenge without reference to a corre
sponding male, the prominent all-yellow/orange bill on
this bird made it quite easy to separate from the numer
ous Common Goldeneyes. Everyone had a good oppor
tunity to study this handy field mark. In addition to the
relative rarities, Sachuest provided us with a large
variety of interesting winter regulars including Common
and Red-throated Loons, Horned and Red-necked
Grebes, Great Cormorant, over a dozen species of
waterfowl, Purple Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone and
Sanderling.
After Sachuest, we began a tour of brief stops up the
east side of Narrag an sett Bay. There was not much
going on at Colt State Park in Bristol, but we did find
about a dozen Horned Larks which are often present on
the extensive lawn areas here (despite the hoards of
kite fliers, frisbee-ers and other recreators the good

weather had brought out!) and a couple of Hooded
Mergansers.

Sabin Point had large rafts of Greater
Finally reaching
East Providence, several of us immediately got sight of

Scaup and a few Bonaparte's Gulls.

a Common Black-headed Gull flying over the road. It
took some searching, but a perched Black-headed Gull
was eventually located and then another, and another,
until we eventually counted five individuals. Why this
singular location harbors numbers of this species winter
after winter is still mystifying, but it is a nice mystery to
be able to rely on!
Saturday ended at Turner Reservoir just across the

Rl Coast

Seven HMBC members enjoyed a relatively warm and
bird-filled weekend on February 28 and March 1 cover
ing the coastline of Rhode Island including areas in

state line in Massachusetts where numbers of American
Coots, Ruddy Ducks and Canvasback were present.

A King Eider had been reported from Brenton State

V60N2
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Park, at the southern tip of Newport Island, so we
began
Sunday
searching
through
hundreds

including nearly all of the hoped-for specialties.
&

(thousands?) of Common Eider for what seems like the
most elusive "regular" wintering duck on the east coast
without any luck. After a couple of hours, we headed

back to the motel, checked out, and headed across the
Narragansett Bay Bridge to Jamestown and Beavertail
State Park. Beavertail had hosted a couple of Kings a
few weeks earlier and seems to generally be the most
likely location in Rl (along with Little Compton) to find
this species. The group fanned out among a couple of
vantage points upon our arrival. Huge rafts of eider
were present all along the point on both sides. Almost
immediately an adult Northern Gannet was spotted by
Gregg Recer, very close into shore and diving a few
times. People had to be hailed from the other side of
the point, but eventually most everyone got a look at the
bird. While some of us were still watching the gannet
and were also watching huge flocks of eider fly back
and forth along the point Cathy Graichen yelled over
that she had found a King Eider! It was a great look at
a full-alternate King, among the nearest rafting Com
mon Eider. Quickly scopes were assembled and we
tried to get everyone on the bird.
Unfortunately the
birds, although not feeding, were actively swimming on
the surface (heightened activity in anticipation of migra
tion?) and there were 3-6 foot swells which meant that
by the time someone lined the bird up in a scope and
then turned to let someone else look through the scope
the bird was often no longer in the view. The groups of
eider kept shifting positions, breaking apart, flying a
short distance and then reforming or joining another
group. This made staying on the bird tough, but at one
point Cathy picked up the bird flying north along the
shore and we dutifully followed. After what seemed like
about the thousandth scan through the same two
groups of Commons, Gregg re-located the King. Get
ting everyone on the bird was still difficult, but eventually
almost all of the group had at least a brief look at the
bird before it was picked up flying further up the penin
sula and out of view.
From Jamestown we finished the trip by heading over to
the Pt. Judith/Galilee area. En route we glimpsed a
Peregrine Falcon on the Jamestown Bridge and added
Long-tailed Duck (aka Oldsquaw) at Roger Wheeler
State Park (another one of those "this is the place for

this species" spots). Gulls in Galilee were widely dis
persed, making it hard to study them, but a couple of

people had a brief glimpse of a fly-by adult Iceland Gull
to top off the list. Overall, this was one of the most
productive Rl coast trips we have led, with a species
total of 67 including a remarkable 23 waterfowl species
and very satisfying looks at nearly all of the birds

Hudson River South
11 waterfowl, 3 immature Bald Eagles, and a screechowl in a Wood Duck box (sung to the tune of The
Twelve Days of Christmas) highlighted this cold wintery
day in another year when March came in like a lamb
and seems to be going out like a lion. Even though it

was the ides of March the birding was lively. The sharp
eyes of Sue Adair Spotted a Peregrine Falcon at the

Rip Van Winkle Bridge as well as a pair of Northern
Pintail lurking among hundreds of American Black
Ducks in poor light and a Green-winged Teal on the
opposite shore of the river. Other waterfowl included 5
Wood Ducks, 8 Canvasbacks, 2 Ring-necked Ducks, 15

Common Goldeneye, and 2 Hooded Mergansers. Other
raptors included 2 Northern Harriers, a female Sharpshinned Hawk and 14 Red-tailed Hawks. Two killdeer

were seen. They returned to the area on or about
March 3rd. According to Roger Tory Guthrie the redplumaged Eastern Screech-Owl is a regular resident of
the Wood Duck box on 4-mile Point Road off route 385
and can be seen almost any day for interested birders.
40 species were seen.
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HMBC BOARD FOR 1995 - 1996
Directors:

Officers

President:

Vice-President:

Ann B'Rells
3187 Woodhaven Dr.
Schenectady, NY
12303
355-5615

George Hanson

Jackie Bogardus
569 N Greenbush Rd
Rensselaer, NY
12144
283-6603

William Lee

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Barb Putnam

Gregg Recer

190 Palmer Ridge Rd.

23 Scotch Mist Way
Malta, N.Y.
12020
899-2678

Gansevoort, N.Y.

12831
792-7542

Linda Parr
Denise Hilton
Carl George

885-5467
374-3426
478-9219
785-6760
393-0629

Committee Chairs
Conservation:

Walt Sabin

439-7344

Birdline:
Programs:
Field Trips:
Membership:

Jeff Marx

283-3360
785-6760

Publicity:
Publications:
Records:

Sanctuary:
Social:

Jr. Activities:

Scott Stoner
Joan Cipriani
Daniel Ruge
Ann B'Rells
Cathy Graichen
Cliff Lamere
Joe Coticchio
Denise Hilton
Elle Dietemann

374-3729
449-1087

355-5615
899-2678
462-9827
374-2449
785-6760
766-7045

BIRDLINE of E. NEW YORK: (518) 439-8080

Reminder!!
All HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members.

Board meetings take place the second Monday of every oddnumbered month. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center at

Send articles, dip-art
photos, artwork to:
Feathers
c/6 Cathy Graichen
23 Scotch Mist Way
Ballston Spa NY 12020

or via e-mail to:
recerg@crisny.oig

7:00 PM.

Field Trip Leaders!
Don't forget to send a summary of your trip to
Feathers. It is a great way to share the excite
ment of great birds, interesting experiences
and challenging identifications with the Club.
Submit reports by the 15th of odd-numbered
months for publication in the next newsletter
(delivered around the 15th of even number
months!

Fearers
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THE SEARCH FOR 825

One inevitable consequence of birding is that
the more birds you have on your life list, the
more difficult it is to find new life birds. As a
result, my quest to add Number 825 to my
USA Life List took me to Southeastern Ari
zona. My target bird was the Nutting's Fly
catcher that had been reported at Patagonia
Lake State Park. The Nutting's Flycatcher is a
Myiarchus flycatcher that closely resembles
the Ash-throated Flycatcher. The only ac
cepted record for this bird in the USA was for
a single bird mist-netted, measured and pho
tographed in 1985.
I arrived at the park sometime before 8:00
a.m. on January 14, 1998. There was frost on
the ground and a pair of coyotes were yap
ping across the lake. Even though the sun
was out, the area around the lake was in
shadows and few birds were stirring. The
Nutting's Flycatcher had been reported some
where near the Sonoita Creek Trail between
the the parking lot at the East Hook-up Camp
sites and the Sonoita Creek. This represents
an area of about a mile in length and probably
about 50 to 100 yards in width.
Most recent sightings had been near the park
ing lot, therefore I decided to cover that area
first. Another birder arrived shortly and we
split up to cover a larger area. After an hour or
so, more birders showed up and headed fur
ther down the trail. As the sun rose higher in
the sky, things began to warm up and the
birds began to get active. There were Piedbilled, Eared, Western and Clark's Grebes;
Double-crested Cormorant; Great Blue Heron
and several species of ducks on the lake. I

moved further down the trail which dropped in
elevation to the level of the lake. The habitat
changed considerably with open trees near
the trail, a marsh area on the left near the lake
and more dense trees and shrubs on the
right. This area produced Black Phoebe, Gray
Flycatcher, Bewick's Wren, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Swamp Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco,
Virginia Rail, Common Snipe and Gila Wood
pecker.
When I arrived at Sonoita Creek, I was out
side of the area where the Nutting's Fly
catcher had been seen. I headed back toward
the parking lot and shortly found four birders
with a scope focused on a perched bird. As I
approached, they were discussing field marks
of the Nutting's Flycatcher which they ap
peared to be observing on the perched bird. T
stopped and checked what I thought was their
bird, but saw only an Empidonax flycatcher
that appeared to be a Gray Flycatcher. They

li
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let me look through their scope to be sure I
had the right bird. This bird was indeed an
Empidonax flycatcher, not a Nutting's and not
even a Myiarchus flycatcher, but it will proba
bly appear on somebody's Life List as a Nut
ting's Flycatcher. I guess, with a good imagi
nation, you can convince yourself of anything.

had a rounded head with no apparent crest
and it's lower mandible was pinkish-orange at
it's base. From below, the central tail feathers
were rusty-cinnamon all the way to the end
with no dark brown across the tip. The inside
of a Nutting's Flycatcher's mouth is supposed
to be orange. I thought this sounds nice, but
how often does anyone ever see the inside of

I birded my way back to the parking lot then
back to Sonoita Creek and then back to the
parking lot again without any sign of my target
bird. It was now almost noon time and as far
as I knew, none of the two dozen or so birders
in the area had found the Nutting's. I decided
to make one more hike down to the creek
before lunch.
Approximately halfway down the trail, I heard
someone calling. I ran in that direction along
with another birder and we found a couple
who said they had the Nutting's Flycatcher.
After a few minutes, we located the bird which
looked superficially like an Ash-throated Fly
catcher with an extremely bright yellow belly.
The bird was chasing insects in some short
trees about ten feet from the ground. It al
lowed us a close approach, almost to the
extent of my binocular's close focus. The bird

a bird's mouth? Well, we watched our bird at
close range for about 15 minutes, during
which time it devoured about three fair-sized
insects. I was truly surpised when I had great
looks at the bright red-orange inside of this
bird's mouth. The bird uttered a single loud
clear whistled "weep" just before it flew about
40 feet down the trail. All four of us agreed
that this was indeed a Nutting's Flycatcher.
About 4 to 6 other birders arrived at that time
and we all went down the trail and tried to
relocate our bird.
After a

reasonable though

non-productive

search, I returned to the parking lot, delighted
that I had been able to add the Nutting's
Flycatcher as Number 825 on my USA Life
List. It was especially pleasing to get such
good looks at this rare bird and to have found
it after only about five hours of searching.

Thank you
Many years ago Bob Marks introduced me to your September trips to watch hawks
above Camp Pinnacle. Since then Art Long has nurtured by interest.

I'm joining and supporting your group as a small token of my appreciations for what Art
has passed along to me over the years. I will be retiring in the next few years and Art
has given me something to enjoy now as well as something to look forward to when I
have more time and can indulge more fully the joys of birding.
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Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club
Annual Meeting
April 22,1998

The Annual Meeting of the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club was held at the Cranberry Bog restaurant, Albany, NY, on
Wednesday, April 22,1998.

Before the meeting, many club members were recognized with awards. President Ann B'Rells presented the
following: Outstanding Service In Your First Year: Jeff Marx, Chair of Birdline; Joan Cipriani, Field Trip Chair
Outstanding Service in Continuous Roles: Cathy Graichen, Publications Chair; Scott Stoner, Program Chair; Gregg
Recer, Treasurer; Denise Hilton, Social Committee Chair Outstanding Service to the Board: Jackie Bogardus,
outgoing Vice President, voice of Birdline, and decal committee; Barb Putnam, outgoing Secretary and website design
Outstanding Achievement in Team Creation: Lou Esch, formation of the Birdline team Best Bird: Doug Steele,
Long-eared Owl, Nov 21,1997 at Five Rivers Continuous Outstanding Achievement on the Hawk Watch: Bob Kirker
Awards continued with Bob Kirker summarizing the 1997 Hawk Watch program. More than 40 people from 5 clubs
spent 869 hours at the Pinnacle. The total hours ranked fourth in the nation for such sites. Special awards went to Ken
Able, to Beth Miller (furthest distance travelled to watch), and to Bob Budliger (the Golden Eagle Award).
Certificates went to these HMBC members who spent three days or more at the watch: John Barron, Kate Beale, Beth
Bidwell, Brad Bidwell, Bob Boehm, Bob Budliger, Judy Dietz, Lou Esch, Larry Fedderman, Bill Gorman, Rich Guthrie,
George Hanson, Kay Hanson, Bill Lee, Joe Peters, Barb Putnam, Walt Sabin, John Saville, George Steele, Jim
Suozzo, and Alison Van Keuren.

President Ann B'Rells called the meeting to order at 7:28pm and the presence of a quorum was duly noted. Ann also
pointed out that this was the 60th annual meeting. The reading of the annual meeting notice, roll call, and minutes
were waived.

CORRESPONDENCE: HMBC contributed $100 to The Nature Conservancy; $50 to the Huyck Preserve, and
sponsored two young people for DEC conservation camperships.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS: HMBC provided $700 for materials for a bird blind at Five Rivers
Environmental Education Center. The funds went to Five Rivers Limited, who arranged for a scout troop to build the
blind. We set up a new ad Hoc Hawk Watch committee, led by Bob Kirker, to manage our participation in the Pinnacle
Hill Hawk Watch. New decals went to each club member. Donna Ellis took over the coordination of book sales and
placement in stores. About three- fourths of the initial printing have been sold.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Gregg Recer reviewed highlights of the 4/1/97 - 3/31/98 Budget report. He pointed out the
following: While the overall budget is close to expectations, income was more than projected because of higher than
estimated book sales. Membership income was up due to more than usual number of new members (80) and two life
members, charitable expenses included $700 for the blind, a one-time expense. Another one-time expense was $800
for decals. Insurance expenses were over budget because we paid an adjustment for a prior year in addition to this
year's premiums. Records expenses included a retroactive payment to Bob Kirker for Hawk watch expenses. The
club cleared $999.98. Total assets are $40,038.20. Bill Gorman moved, with a second by Bill Lee, to accept the
Treasurer's report. It was unanimously accepted.
PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT: Committee Chair Scott Stoner reported good attendance at the ten meetings (9
regular, plus the annual meeting) held this year. Over 100 people came to Gary Lee's program on the Adirondacks.
Upcoming programs are: May - Mike Story, Natural History of the Adirondacks; June - Warren Greene, nesting
Warblers and Other species of the Adirondacks; and 1999 annual meeting, John Green, naturalist from Mas
sachusetts, topic TBA. Scott added thanks to Denise Hilton and Ray Perry for helping with the bird blind project. He
also reported that most local sites nominated as Important Bird Areas (IBA) have been accepted. The next step is to
determine what can be done to protect sites. Jeff Wells, the state Audubon coordinator for IBAs, will hold an open
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meeting in may. Scott has the details. Finally, Scott noted that the "NYS Wildlife Viewing Guide" is available in local
bookstores. Write-ups include some descriptions of area sites by HMBC members.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Auditing -Ann B'Rells will chair the audit committee for
1998. she needs a second person to conduct the audit.
Conservation (Walt Sabin) - no report
Birdline (Jeff Marx) - no report
Field Trips (Joan Cipriani) - May is full of trips. See the
schedule.
IBAs (Scott Stoner) - see Program chair report above
Membership (Dan Ruge) - There are 375 members,
with 80 new members and two new life memberships.
Records (Bob Budliger) - Bob is the new chair of this
committee, which is being restructured.
Sanctuary (Joe Coticchio) - There was a small brush
fire at the sanctuary recently. It affected only two acres.
Ann noted good service and communication from the
Niskayunna Fire department about this emergency.
Social (Denise Hilton) - Denise needs leaders for the 6,
7, and 8 am bird walks at the may 9th birds & Breakfast

Publicity (Ann B'Rells) - Ann sent five press releases to
local media about HMBC program meetings, she also
developed a permanent portable display promoting the
club for use at events such as the Five Rivers Bluebird
Festival.
Publications (Cathy Graichen) - Cathy thanked these
regular "Feathers" contributors: Jim Sotis, Scott Stoner,
Denise Hilton, and field trip leaders. Contributions are
always welcome. Send articles by the fifteenth of odd
months for publication in issues coming out on the
fifteenth of the even months.
Junior Activities (Elle Dietemann) - Elle is the new
chair

event.

Nominations - Jackie Bogardus presented the following slate for the committee:
Ann B'Rells
President
Vice President Denise Hilton
Secretary
Lynn Huntington
Treasurer
Gregg Recer
Joan Cipriani
Directors:
1 year term
2 year term
Sunny Gooding
Bill Lee
Linda Parr

Officers:

There were no nominations from the floor. A motion to close the nominations was made by Cathy Graichen and
seconded by Scott Stoner. The motion passed unanimously. Carl George moved to direct the secretary to cast one
ballot to elect the entire slate. Christine Lee seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. Ann B'Rells thanked the
nominations committee for a job well done.
The first order of new business was to elect the eighty new members. Reading of the names was waived. Walt Sabin
moved with a second from Scott Stoner, that the list be accepted. The motion was passed and the business meeting
was adjourned at 8:05pm
We then enjoyed the following program: How to spot Hawks and Eagles by Clay Sutton.
Respectfully submitted by Linda Parr for Barbara Putnam, secretary.
Wednesday, April 22,1998.

Feathers
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AnnuaL Djnner PnoqRAM Report

This year's Annual Dinner at The Cranberry
Bog was an evening of fun and camaraderie.
The excellent program added to the evening's
festivities a great deal. Our speaker was Clay
Sutton, from Cape May, NJ, who with his wife,
Pat, has studied raptors for the past twenty
years, and is a published author on the sub
ject.

Since hawks and eagles are noted for their
migrations, much of the talk centered on this
topic. Many birders focus on hawks during the
fall migration, and Mr. Sutton gave us some
tips on hawk watching. He suggested that
early in the day, we scan bare snags for
perching hawks, who may be hunting. Later
on in the day, as the thermals rise, look up
high for individuals or groups. Scan the cloud

The evening's talk was an overview of the
world of hawks and eagles. We learned that of
the 292 species worldwide, only 34 occur
regularly in North America. From the tiny
American Kestrel to the soaring Golden Ea
gle, these birds share a vision acuity eight
times as great as humans, and can some
times distinguish prey from a distance of two
miles. They also have in common the hooked
bill and three tong talons for catching, holding

edges. Look for telling behavior in other birds,
such as mobbing by starlings and crows, and
flushing of waterfowl.

and tearing prey.

For those interested in witnessing the migra
tion in the Cape May area, Mr. Sutton recom
mended the first week in October for Pere
grines, or the third week in October for best

Mr. Sutton outlined the different groups of
hawks and eagles: the gliding buteo, the accipiter, who prefers a maneuvering flight nec
essary for its woodland habitat, the swift of
flight falcon, the low flying Harrier, and the
eagle, who Mr. Sutton described as an excep
tionally large and powerful hawk.

Some of the migrations are themselves phe
nomenal, with the Peregrine, for instance,
breeding in the Yukon, and recorded as far
south as Tierra del Sol, and known to have
traveled up to 560 miles in a day.

overall diversity.

This was a fine presentation, accompanied by
beautiful pictures, and very fitting for our
Club's Annual Dinner and Meeting.

UpCOMJNq PROqRAMS
All programs held at 7:30 PM at the Five Rivers
Environmental Education Center, Delmar

Thu Sept 1 0 - Sue and John Adair on the Antarctic.

Mon Oct 5 -- Scott Stoner and Denise Hilton on "Our Desert Southwest."
Mon Nov 2 - Andy Mason on the Franklin Mountain hawk watch.
More details will appear in the August issue of Feathers.

Feathers
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FiEld TRip Reports
Other birds were the recently arrived Great

Saratoga Battlefield trip
May 21,1998

Crested Flycatcher, Tree, Northern Roughwinged and Barn Swallows, Baltimore Oriole,

A few dark clouds cast shadows on the land
scape as 10 club members set out for an
evening of birdwatching at the Saratoga Bat
tlefield. Although the temperature started in
the low 70's, the wind picked up and it be
came quite chilly.
The

trip

began

Scarlet Tanager, Pileated Woodpecker, Wood

Thrush and Ruby-crowned Kinglet. A highlight
of the morning was the nesting Great Horned
Owl, with young.

I would like to thank all of our participants, and
especially our leaders, Doug (Mr. Five Rivers)
with

excellent

looks

at

Bobolinks, Eastern Meadowlarks, a Northern
Oriole, and a Rufous-sided Towhee. The high
light of the trip was a Blue-winged Warbler
that came out to study the crowd. As the trip
continued, an American Woodcock and a Sa

Steele, who shared his discovery of the Owl's
nest, Scott Stoner, and George and Kay Han
son. Thanks also go out to Al Mapes, for his
compilation. All of these folks are to be com
mended for making the most of less than
perfect weather to make a fun day of birding

vannah Sparrow were heard calling and a pair

for all.

— VettUe *%Ut<»t

of American Kestrels were seen carrying food.
In all, 37 species were tallied during the 2 1/2
hour trip.
and GetA

April 26,1998

Birds and Breakfast

About a dozen birders met at Five Rivers at 7

May 9,1998

AM on this Sunday morning to search for early
migrant songbirds and other Spring arrivals.

This year's Birds and Breakfast was held on a
cloudy and rainy Saturday, May 9. Although
we got off to a slow start, with only two people
accompanying two leaders on the 6AM walk.
The pace picked up for the 7AM outing, and
continued to flourish for the 8AM walk.

Many songbirds were yet to appear, but we
did record about 35 total bird species, includ

There were about 25 participants altogether,

and a total of 62 species counted. That num
ber was down from other years, possibly due
to the rain, and the notable absence of many
warbler species.
Some of the outstanding birds reported on the

outings included these warblers: Blue-winged,
Yellow, Common Yellowthroat, Yellowrumped, ovenbird, and louisiana waterthrush.

Five Rivers

ing several raptors. Broad-winged Hawk, Amer

ican Kestrel,

Northern Harrier and

Red-

tailed Hawk were all recorded, but the high
light was the nesting Great Horned Owl! An

adult and its one young were still on the nest,
and afforded long, scope views to the entire
group. Many thanks to Joe Gardner for show
ing us these birds! This active nest had been
discovered in late winter by Doug Steele on
one of his many thorough visits, scouring of
the grounds of Five Rivers for new birds.
Incubating since early March, the young prob
ably hatched abut the end of March and
should be fledged well before the publication
of this issue. Other species on this trip in-

Feathers

eluded Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Louisiana Waterthrush, Belted Kingfisher and the first

Green Heron of the year for Five Rivers. Many
thanks to co-leader Denise Hilton, and thanks
again to Joe Gardner.

— Scott S(we*
Jamaica Bay
April 18,1998

Nine HMBCers gathered in the Executive Park
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After lunch at the HQ picnic tables we pro
ceeded to the East Pond which was brimful of
water. On the way to the pond we found a few
more songbirds highlighted by the find-of-theday, a very early Eastern Kingbird first spotted
by Bill Lee. The pond itself held many of the
same waterbirds seen on the West Pond
although there were far more Coot and Gadwall. Our Ruddy Duck tally for both ponds was
in excess of 900, many of them handsome
rusty, cobalt blue-billed males.

lot near the intersection of the New York State

Thruway and the Northway at 6:00 AM to
carpool down to Jamaica Bay in Queens on
18 April. It has been a tradition to run an

August HMBC trip to Jamaica Bay. This year
we decided to try spring as well. After the long
drive we arrived at the refuge headquarters at
9:15 AM. We decided to tour the West Pond
first because the tide was still fairly low. A
quick canvas of the South Gardens suggested
that songbird activity was fitful although we did
locate a singing Pine Warbler. Further down
the trail, scans of Jamaica Bay itself and the
nearby marsh produced large numbers of

We went on to Jacob Riis Park in Rockaway
to look for a Black Brant reported on the New
York Rare Bird Alert. There were more golfers
than birds on the park's golf course where the
goose was said to graze with other Brant. We
settled for a handful of new birds for the day
highlighted by Northern Gannets powering
over the ocean. Our list for the day totalled 72
as we turned north with pleasant memories of
another day of avian spectacle at "the Bay".
T
Nott Road Park

Brant, breeding plumaged Horned Grebes,

May 23,1998

some shorebirds including American Oystercatchers, Tricolored Herons, and a great
view of a female Osprey on her nest platform.
The West Pond held large flocks of Northern
Shoveler, and Ruddy Ducks as well as 11
other waterfowl species. Glossy Ibis stalked

the shore giving us beautiful views of their rich
chestnut and iridescent green plumage. Boattailed Grackles perched atop pondside
bushes producing their explosive raspy songs.
Forster's Terns put in an appearance with
their frosty wingtips and long gray tails. We
finally encountered a modest flock of song
birds in the North Gardens including many
Yellow-rumped

(Myrtle)

Warblers,

Ruby-

crowned Kinglets, a Palm Warbler, and two
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers.

The 1998 edition of the HMBC Nott Road
Park birdwalk was blessed by sunny, if cool
(at first) and breezy weather. Eight HMBCers
and leader Walter Ellison met at the park
entrance drive off Nott Road in Guilderland to
see what birds were about. The slow 1998
spring migration continued slow with few tran
sients among the 45 species we noted for the
morning. We explored the entrance road and
went along the north fence of the Guilderland
wastewater

treatment plant spying four
species of swallow. These included good

comparisons of Bank and Rough-winged Swal

lows. Orioles, Eastern Bluebird, and Eastern
Kingbird also put in appearances. We had

many excellent views of Baltimore Orioles,
which seemed to be everywhere, these in-

Feathers
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eluded many brightly colored males and a
female weaving an exquisite grey nest in a
young elm. We proceeded down to the banks
of the Normans Kill and found the resident
Spotted Sandpipers, a few furtive but vocal
migrant

warblers

including

Eastern

Wood-Pewee,

Blackburnian,

Belted

Kingfisher,

the cars for a few minutes.
At this point, some group members left (a
combination of prior commitments and
weather). The remaining birders walked into
the woods to a swamp. The rain stopped; we
were rewarded by hearing an Olive-sided Fly

Wood Thrush, and Veery. A highlight was

catcher and getting good looks at Winter

seeing a stealthy Pileated Woodpecker at its
nest tree in the tall floodplain forest. Upon
returning to the open athletic fields we found
that one of the local bluebird pairs had pro
duced four short-tailed gray-blue fledglings.
We made our way back to the entrance road
and called it a day at 9:30.

Wren, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Rosebreasted Grosbeak as well as flyovers by Com
mon Loon and Canada Geese.

On the way back, we stopped at the Prairie
Warbler spot and had a good view of that bird
as well as the Nashville Warbler. We were

lucky to have many "good ears" in our group
and one or more birders heard Barred Owl,

Northern Saratoga Field Trip

Eastern Wood-Pewee, Hermit Thrush, Wood

June 7,1998

Thrush, Canada Warbler, Scarlet Tanager,

We started out with eleven birders, cloudy
skies, no wind, temperature in the 50's. We
thought it would be a good trip when we not

teresting species that were seen or heard by

only heard, but saw an American Bittern at

species,

our first stop. Alder, Least, and Willow Fly
catchers were all singing and we had long
looks at the first two mentioned. A very coop
erative Black-billed Cuckoo called and then
appeared in the top of a bush for all to see.
We had a nice look at a Veery and many

Cedar Waxwings. Evening Grosbeaks flew
over. There was a bird that stumped us. Some
of us thought it might be a Rusty Blackbird.
We left it "unidentified".
The farther we got from the cars, the more
threatening the sky became and finally it
started drizzling. We did not give in. We con

tinued to the area where Prairie Warblers,
Eastern Towhees, White-throated Sparrows,
and Field Sparrows "hang out". We were not

disappointed, however, before we could get a
look at a Prairie Warbler, the rains came. We
drove a bit farther down the road and sat in

Swamp Sparrow. Some of the other more in
most of the group were Ruby-throated Hum
mingbird, Belted Kingfisher, 5 woodpecker

Red-eyed

Vireo,

Black-throated

Green, Dark-eyed Junco, and Purple Finch.
Overall, we had 72 species with 14 species of

warblers. It was fun.

Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve
April 11,1998

Timed for the expected peak of waterfowl
migration, this trip 's notable finding was the
LACK of waterfowl. The birds had come
through early, perhaps due to the spell of hot
weather in late March. Although the weather
this day was not as warm as that, the 15 or so
folks enjoyed a long walk on a pleasant spring
morning. We did record 32 species, including
Pied-billed Grebe, Great Blue Heron, Ameri
can

Black

Duck,

American Wigeon,

Blue-

winged Teal and Red-tailed Hawk. Near the

Feathers
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midpoint of the morning trip, we were well

Owasco Valley Audubon Society Announces:

fairly far along the path that runs behind the
large pond, west of the main dirt road. Condi

Montezuma Muckrace '98

tions were drier than most years, and many

Saturday, Sept. 12

folks continued around, taking a fairly new
trail, north of the dredge spoils, that went
through a nice section of hardwoods. Frank
Murphy was familiar with this section and
promised us a Red-bellied Woodpecker on

this route. He delivered not one but two of this
species, plus we found a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker! This trail joined the towpath near Lock

19, about a mile west of the main parking lot.
This makes a good loop, about 2 - 3 miles of
walking through a variety of habitats, and is
recommended as a new birding route through
this Preserve. Thanks also to George Hanson
and Denise Hilton for their help with trip.
— Sco-tt Sfatten.

Now in its second year, the Muckrace is a "big
day" birding competition to raise money for
bird conservation efforts at the Montezuma
Wetlands Complex, a premier 47,000 acre
site that was designated as an Important Bird
Area of global significance in 1997.
The object of the "race" is for each team to
identify as many bird species as possible from
midnight until 9PM on Saturday, September
12th within the boundaries of the Montezuma
Wetland Complex (located at the North end of
Cayuga Lake). Unlike spring birding competi
tions that largely test audio-identification
skills, the Muckrace will challenge knowledge
of immature and fall-plumaged warblers and
shorebirds. Participants in last year's event
tallied an cumulative species total of 146
species including such species as Peregrine
Falcon, Bald Eagle, Least Bittern, Red
headed Woodpecker, Yellow-billed Cuckoo
and Cerulean Warbler. The event raised $800

which is being used to purchase a Purple
Martin house and to help finance a radiotracking study of rails at Montezuma.
Teams consist of three or more individuals
who bird together throughout the day. A regis

tration fee of $100 for an affiliated team or
$50 for an unaffiliated team is required. Prizes
will include gift certificates, memberships, bird
prints and more. This year we are adding a
separate recreational (noncompetitive) cate
gory ($50) to encourage more participation.
For more information contact:
Bill Grow or John Van Niel

Owasco Valley Audubon Society
2342 Kijowski Road
Conservation Dept.
Finger Lakes Community College

Feathers
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Program Report - May 1998

On May 4, 1998, Mike Storey presented a

The terms bog, marsh and swamp are often

slide program on the natural history of the
Adirondack Park. From early geologic origins,
to recent glacial shaping to current ecological
processes, Mike explained how this 6 million
acre park came to be and the forces that are
continually changing it.

loosely used; Mike in his book describes a
bog as characterized by stagnant acidic wa
ter, low in oxygen, with slow decomposition
rates and covered by a mat of sphagnum
moss; this mat may contain a few shrubs.
Bogs generally contain the insectivorous
plants sundew and pitcher plant. A marsh is
rich in nutrients and contains cattails, sedges
or rushes anchored in moist ground, periodi
cally inundated with water. When trees occur,
the area is referred to as a swamp.

Too detailed a story to recreate in a short
article, this report presents a few selected
items from Mike's program. A more detailed
version is available in A Natural History of the
Adirondack

Park,

N.Y.

by

Mike

Storey,

Adirondack Park Agency.

Limited to a total of only 80 acres on the
summits of ten peaks, the alpine life zone

Ranging from 5344 feet at the tip of Mt.

presents rare and little-known species. Alpine

Marcy to 95 feet at Lake Champlain, the
rugged Adirondacks cover about one fifth of
NY State. They are unusual in the U.S. in that
they comprise an exposed portion of the
Canadian Shield, a basement rock system
that underlies much of this continent. The

vegetation is also extremely fragile, and Mike
stressed that people should avoid walking or

"recent" ice event that peaked about 20,000

years ago covered Mt. Marcy with glacial ice,
verified by the presence of rock other than
the type in the mountain. The immense
weight of the two-mile ice sheet had de
pressed the land; with the ice gone the land
rebounded and rose more than 500 feet. At

one time, however, the sea influenced the St.
Lawrence and Champlain valleys before the
land rebounded; marine shells can be found
in these areas!

Adirondack soils, from glacially deposited
material, are dissimilar from the bedrock be
neath. The soil is thin, acid and low in nutri
ents. Soil, elevation and water determine
what will grow in a particular area. A number
of "life zones" have been described, including
bogs and marshes, northern hardwoods, up
per spruce slope, subalpine and alpine.

even resting on it.

Biological factors as well as physical ones

can affect the Adirondack environment.
Beaver can radically change an area, cutting
down all trees of a single species before
being forced to move on. Deer, browsing on
preferred foods, consume many small trees
and are a major cause of the decline of the
northern white cedar and Canada yew. Hu
man activities can also impact upon the
Adirondacks; acid rain and snow com
pounded by the lack of buffering capacity in

Adirondack bedrock combine to affect a high
percentage of lakes, especially in the western
Adirondacks. Some recent good news in
cludes the acquisition and soon opening of
the Whitney property.

There are two Visitor Information Centers,
one at Paul Smiths and another at Newcomb.
Mike encourages us to come visit and enjoy
the Adirondacks he has spent so much of his
life studying and describing to others.

Scott StOH&l
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Carter Pond - By Foot
or Carter Pond - Not just by Canoe
A full day's exploration of this Washington County site on Century Run day demonstrated that it
is well worth birding by foot as well as by boat.
The nature trail, although adequately described in the Club's book, was a pleasant surprise. It
was longer and traversed more varied habitat than we expected. It begins at the southern of the
two parking areas (on CR 49 formerly signed as SR 338). The trail leads south (right) from the
trail register, passes through wet woods with Northern Waterthrush, Yellow-throated Vireo,
Ovenbird and many Least Flycatchers, into coniferous woods, downhill across another wetland

(the trail has boardwalks in the wet areas) to the stream that drains the lake. The trail then follows
the stream, upstream to the spillway at the outlet of the lake (the south marsh), then along the
pond and through the woods, back to where it started, near the overlook. Although we love
leisurely exploring this site by canoe, it's well worth a trip just to walk the trail and observe the
marsh and pond from the overlook.

IBA Preservation PimsuEd Groups FoRivriNq to AddRESs ThREATENEd Sjtes
With nearly a dozen local sites meeting the criteria for Important Bird Areas (IBAs). An equal
number of interested people met recently to discuss the next steps toward their preservation and
management.

Jeff Wells, NYS IBA coordinator for Audubon, explained a process that can be used to reach out
to stakeholders and work together to protect the sites we care enough about to nominate, and
which, more importantly, meet rigid scientific criteria to be designated as an IBA.
After discussing all of the local IBA sites, we agreed that four of them, the Fort Edward
Grasslands, Black Creek Marsh, the Rensselaer Plateau (Grafton, Cherry Plain, etc.) and Carter
Pond, face the most urgent threats and are critical, top priorites for action. If you are interested in

helping in any way (paperwork, meetings or field work) to help us protect these sites, please
contact the following:

Fort Edward: Brad Bidwell, 632-5692 Carter Pond: Jim Sotis, 692-3389 Black Creek Marsh or
Rensselaer Plateau: Scott Stoner 785-6760 or Karl Parker 357-2066

Thank you! Designation as an IBA is not a guarantee of protection - it is just the first step and a
tool we can use toward that goal. Please help!

V60N3
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REVISED BIRD PUZZLE CLUES

StO-tt StOH&l
We have heard from many people that the clues were too hard, too far removed from the puzzle answers!!! Denise
tried to convince me all along that they were too hard, but it was our first effort and I was afraid to make them too
easy. So, rather than just publish the answer and effectively waste all of our (and your) fun in creating and working
this, we have revised the many of the clues to more narrowly focus on what we mean. Good Luck!!
Answers WILL be published in the next issue of Feathers.

V60N3
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ACROSS
1.
actor (bird-related verb)
in bird-named (noun)
movie
3.
this park celebrated
recent golden anniver
sary

10. wise desert thrush
12. many birding sites
named for this mammal

13. bird named for part of
male's anatomy
16. wind ride
18. student of humming
birds (init.)
20. useful birding tool
22. watery birding place in
Everglades
23. Texas site for palms
and hummingbirds
25. useful bill shape
27. a color
29. a harlequin state
(abbr.)

30. avian "exit"
32. joined by many birders
(abbr.)
34. sound of a woodpecker
(2 words)
35. way point to tropics
(abbr.)
37. frequently heard in
woods in January
38. tropical island
39. a state with some tree
less habitat (abbr.)
40. crane crossing state
(abbr.)
41. trail birds in South

Florida
44. builds swinging nest
46. road or trail that ends
where it begins
47. a prairie state (abbr.)
48. state has islands in the
sky (abbr.)
49. preserves dead birds
51. abandoned #120
across

54. birding access
57. concealed songsters

62. northern chickadee
65. a "structural" color

66. in past tense

67. bird in this state all
night (abbr.)
68. heaviest owl (partial
init.)
69. colorful Hawaiian bird
71. begun to protect
plumes (abbr.)
72. disappointing find on

rare bird chase (abbr.)
73. state has rocky
coasts and desert
waterfowl (abbr.)
74. action regarding new
bird (2 words)
76. wrote old breeding
info
77. relative of a "bright"
bird
79. bird found at roadside
rest in Arizona
81. being is avoided by
prey (slang.)
82. number of species of
North American war
blers
84. remote, far "east"
U.S. birding site
85. a color
87. navigation aid
89. a particular species of
"confused raptor"
92. part of gull ID
93. "birdier" than #1 04
across (abbr.)
94. island province (abbr.)
95. an uncommon

"common" summer
evening bird
99. desired list action re

garding new bird
102. information learned by
banding
104. a major ABA listing
area (abbr.)
105.this town could be a
Great Basin birding
base
107. state of "plains" birder
(abbr.)
108. a cold desert
110. builder
113. a flight move

115. mature (noun) (abbr.)
116. a large desert county
in California
117. a "woody" genus
name

119. good for spring mi
grants (abbr.)
120. when this age, bird is
always hungry
121 .a northern rarity that
has occurred in
HMBC area
122. state considered a
haven for human and

avian migrants (abbr.)

DOWN
1.
a U.S. seabird site
(nickname)
2.
fisherman's helper
4.
an Albany County wa
terfowl site
5.
an unfriendly feeding
technique
6.
springtime birding
ritual (3 words)
7.
this state is good for
shorebirds (abbr.)
8.
oriental
9.
condition at Pt. Pelee
in spring (abbr.)
10. short billed marsh bird
11. name of this bird
shared with a desert
town and a river

14. common requirement
for many sites
15. demonstration "bird"
17. name of site offers
good introduction to
tropical birding
19. a "bell" bird

21. a nauseating habitat
22. signals end of warbler
of migration
24. a partial hawk ID
26. pleasant U.S winter
birding place (abbr.)
27. common end of trip
activity
28. equipment useful if
searching for yellow
green vireo (abbr.)
31. drumming site

33. mythical bird
34. large-billed Florida
landbird
36. this state's marshes
host yellow-headed
blackbirds (abbr.)
37. potential source of
flamingos seen in
Florida Bay
42. desert lake in Califor
nia
43. sound of a crow
45. old waterbird name
(abbr.)
48. sailor's friend
50. this state has lots of
sky (abbr.)
52. early spring dusk and
dawn bird sound
53. class of birds
55. shy marsh dweller
56. pink ones of these
waterbirds are hybrids
58. artist's first initials

59. winter coastal visitor
60. wrote neighboring birdfinding guide
61. evidence of grouse
63. this state is home of
both prairie chickens
(abbr.)
64. #71 across helped save
this bird from #66
across

70. ornithology patriarch
73. shape of nest
75. NYC birding transporta
tion (abbr.)
76. field mark and site of
end of trip activity
78. sound of gull
79. hiding place
80. vultures return to this
state (abbr.)
82. this habitat has long
sunsets

83. old Siberian vagrant
could have known him
(initials)
84. this is low on food
chain
86. marsh plant and bird
name

88. commercial transporta
tion (abbr.)
89. a way to locate prey
90. a sound often heard
with #52 down
91. silent flier
96. relative of chickadees
97. F-15 namesake's
"hangar"
98. wrote new breeding
accounts (init.)
100 .habitat condition of oilbird
101 .shared by many ducks
(scientific name)
103 .means of territorial de
fense
106 . eggs
108 .300,000 hummingbirds
109 .this accumulates in
food chain
111 .a way to locate prey
112 .associated with #27
down
114 .diminutive desert
dweller

116 .state

has freshwater

shoreline (abbr.)
118 .first 2 letters of species
and genus names

(shared by this aptly
named bird)

i
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UpcoMiNq HMBC FieLcJ TRips
{Consult yourfield trip schedule or Birdline (439-8080) for trip details)

John Boyd Thacher State Park

the island is readily accessible by boat). Approximately

Sat Jun 20

900 miles from Albany, allow at least two days for travel

Coord: Walter Ellison 456-6224 (home), 442-4320

each way. As this is a popular resort, four weeks

(work)

advance notice for reservations is advisable. Call the

Come spend the morning with us searching for the

trip leader as early as possible, but no later than Jun 30.

breeding birds of this local park, which include a good
variety of flycatchers, thrushes, vireos and warblers.

Newburyport/New Hampshire Coast - Pelagic &

Much of the park is covered with dense woods, so this

Shorebirds

trip will provide an exercise in ear-birding, with many of

Sat-Sun Aug 1-2

the species heard but not seen. Call the coordinator for

Coord: Gregg Recer & Cathy Graichen 899-2678

the meeting time and place.

Reservations: Jun 12
This weekend trip will focus on fall migrant shorebirds in

Hannacroix Ravine

the Newburyport/Plum Island MA area as well as the

SatJulH

marshes of southeastern New Hampshire. A large vari

Coord: Jocelyn Cole-Calkins and Ron Calkins 768-2911

ety of these long distance migrants should be present at

This half day trip to southern Albany County will be

this time. In addition, a highlight of the trip should be the

spent hiking along the Hannacroix Creek in search of

chance to see pelagic species including shearwaters,

Scarlet Tanager, finches, warblers, thrushes and other

storm petrels, jaegers, phalaropes and gannets, as well

summer residents. Meet at 7AM in the Bethlehem Cen

as several whale species, on one of the regularly sched

tral HS parking lot on Delaware Ave. in Delmar.

uled whale watching boats out of Newburyport. Al
though numbers were not large, the 1997 trip produced

Cherry Plains State Park/Capital District Wildlife
Management Area

four shearwater species (Greater, Cory's, Manx and
Sooty).

Sun Jul 19
Vischer Ferry

Coord: Dan Welch & Lynn Huntington 477-2980
This area on the Rensselaer Plateau ranges from 1300

Sat Aug 15

to 2000 feet and hosts a fine variety of higher elevation

Coord: Denise Hilton & Scott Stoner 785-6760

species. We'll look for Winter Wren, Rose-breasted

On this full morning exploration of Vischer Ferry, we will

Grosbeak, Purple Finch, Hermit Thrush, Veery, Mourn

check the ponds near the main entrance for post-

ing, Blackbumian, Canada and host of other warblers,

breeding herons and shorebirds. Then, depending on

as well as Broad-winged and Red-shouldered Hawks.

water levels and recent bird sightings, we'll either hike

Meet at 7AM at the entrance to Cherry Plain State Park.

some of the Preserve's less-visited eastern half or drive
to the end of Ferry Drive and hike along the Mohawk in

Bonaventure Island-Gasp6 Peninsula

search of waders. Meet at 7AM at the main entrance.

Thu-Tue Jul 23-28
Coord: Bill Lee 374-3426

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

Reservations: Jun 30

Date Change Sat Aug 29

Described by Roger Tory Peterson as "One of the

Coord: Walter Ellison 456-6224 (home), 442-4320

greatest ornithological spectacles of the continent" in

(work)

Dozen Birding Hot Spots, Bonaventure Island is the

world's largest Gannet colony. Razorbills, Common
Murres, Black Guillemots, Black-legged Kittiwakes and
Atlantic Puffins also nest there. Two miles off Perce (in

the Gulf of St. Lawrence in eastern Quebec Province,
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Feathers
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numbered month. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center at

Reminder!!
Board meetings take place the second Monday of every odd7:00 PM.

or via e-mail to:
recerg@crisny.org

**4*
Web Site On Line

It's "official" - The Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club website may be found at:
http://members.xoom.com/hmbc/

Contact our (temporary?) webmaster Barb Putnam via email: bputnam@global2000.net
if you have comments, suggestions, links.
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Season of RenewaL
itf Qittt Sit-tit
"Marshes comprise their own form of wilderness
.... and reflect forces that are much older, much
more permanent, and .... mightier than man." —

Paul L. Errington, Of Men and Marshes (Iowa
State University Press 1996 1957).
23 May 98 The scene before me at 6:30am is one
of pervasive stillness throughout a dense mist

over Carter Pond, its marshes and surrounding
woodland.
Gripping the gunnels of the canoe, I step in and
push off, maintaining a quiet glide while peering
for familiar forms. Gradually, some appear-a
large stand of emerging shoots of Swamp Loostrife (Water Willow), Buttonbush shrubs, and clus
ters of Tussock Sedge, etched in memory as

clues to navigable water. The stillness holds,
punctured occasionally by plangent calls of a
Moorhen as I ease my way into and through the
upper marsh.

president and me inspecting the site, he strongly
supported my view. As we parted, he said that he
would try to get some action to address our
concerns. To date, nothing has come of it. The
recent designation of the habitat as a National
Audubon Society (New York) Important Bird Area
(IBA) , however, certainly raises the ante, sug
gesting to me the issue still has substantial heft. I
believe there are options yet to be explored.
I continue on as the mist is lifting, coming upon a
grand Beaver lodge and debris blocking the chan
nel. A cut through the heavy Bur-reed stand
around the obstruction affords me an option,
which gets me deeper into the area. There, I find
myself blocked by a dam, which is extended and
woven through and around the heavy presence of
marsh shrubbery-Willow, Alder, Red-osier Dog
wood. The design, serpentine length, and effi
ciency of the structure reflect consummate engi
neering skill, truly worthy of awe.

In this area I have also the advantage of visible
and familiar Wood Duck nesting boxes, con

I set the canoe to hold there despite the current,

structed, placed, maintained, and monitored by

reilii if I ....

the Waterfowl Improvement Association (WIA), a
local organization of wildfowlers. Though I do not
hunt, I am a member, accorded the position of
Conservation "Chair." In addition to helping out
with the management of the nesting boxes and
banding brooding hens, I have alerted the WIA to
the probability of accelerating eutrophication of
the wetland habitat. A marked increase in the
spread and thickness of floating algae the last few

years, not only has become a concern of mine,
but has troubled other members.
At the WIA's request, the Ducks Unlimited Re
gional Biologist for the North Atlantic Flyway was
solicited for his appraisal of the state of the wet
land. After spending an hour or so with the WIA

li

II 1\ Kvm ...

Colorado Grouse Tour

Records Committee Report
Btding Puzzle Solution

Upcoming Field Trips &
Programs
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open my thermos of coffee, sit, relax and listen.
The shrubs all about me are festooned with spider
silk, glistening with dew. No webs, just lines
stretched without interruption between and
through dense, intricate branching. The sparkling
dew droplets are just lovely. A Virginia Rail's call
beyond the dam certifies its presence. Subse
quently, I hear other Rail calls, leaving me with an
estimate of at least four of that species in the
upper marsh, where they normally are heard or
seen in this habitat.
About four years ago, prior to the beaver lodge
and this dam, I sat here just after sunrise within 12
feet of a Virginia Rail, focused on its plumage.
During those moments, a Spotted Sandpiper actu
ally alighted on my bow and remained there in my
company more than five minutes (timed)! That
scene is as vivid now as it was then.
With the clearing of the mist to a brilliant sun and

a cloudless sky, I linger awhile.

Drake Wood

ducks appear in flight occasionally-singles and
groups of two or three, having left the brooding of
eggs and care of the chicks to the hens.

I think I spot a Green-backed Heron descending
suddenly, but its appearance is too brief, so I am
not sure of my call on that one. I am sure, how
ever, of the presence of at least three Common
Moorhens, each heard from different directions.

Generally, they are widely spread over the upper
and lower marshes.

The absence of Marsh Wrens, which could be
seen and heard throughout the 2 upper marsh two
years ago, puzzles me. Pied-billed Grebes also
seem to be absent which alarms me, given they

are listed as a New York State Threatened
Species.. The Least Bittern is also listed in that
category. Though I miss the Wrens, I am ambiva

lent, having learned they are inclined to puncture
Least Bittern and Redwing Blackbird eggs.

I continue paddling, heading for the open water of
the pond, which separates the upper and lower
marshes. Tussock Sedge is quite extensive and
advanced, as is Arrow Arum, which is a major food

source for waterfowl. It was the Arum that im

pressed the Ducks Unlimited biologist as evidence
of the rich, feeding promise of this habitat. All the
more important that pollution be addressed soon!
Already, Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) and Water
Smartweed (Polygonum amphibium) are no longer
found in this wetland. Whether it is due to the
increased water depth or seasonally diminished
flow caused by the recently constructed dam
(financed by DEC, WIA, and Ducks Unlimited) or
pollution is not clear. No baseline data are avail
able against which to measure consequences of
water level or water quality changes subsequent
to the dam's installation.
A Green-winged Teal drake dabbles peacefully

about sixty yards before me. My scope reveals
hints of molting. I had observed a pair of the
species in early April, which leads me to surmise
this is the male of the pair, having left his mate to
her procreative urgencies deep in the upper
marsh. Their lives together are over. The hen will
have brooded her egg clutch for three weeks or

so, and would now be tending to her chicks
through their relatively rapid development, reach
ing the first stages of flight capability in five weeks
or so. After that, they will be on their own for a
short time before they actually lift off, quite capa
ble of surviving.

Having crossed open water, I ease past two fish
ermen in the only other canoe here. Pleasantries
pass easily between us; the fishing has been
good-bass mostly. In the south marsh channel
now, I hear the repetitive call of a Least Bittern. It
seems to be settled in the broad forb spread to my
right. This is the call I eagerly hope to hear each

spring, along with that of the Pied-billed Grebe
and the Sora (the presence of Soras seems dimin
ished here the last few years).

Reaching the dam, I beach the canoe and step
ashore to stretch and wander about, inspecting
the vegetation, particularly a diminutive sedge
plant, new to me. I have yet to Identify it, finding
my field guide too limited for that range of flora.

Movement in a Chokecherry tree draws my atten-

Feathers

tion. Two Cedar Waxwings are passing an overwin
tered chokecherry rapidly back and forth to each
other. They do this until one of the pair swallows the
fruit, which prompts the other to probe the tree for
another. The behavior is repeated several times.
Just as the ritual ceases, two Great-crested Fly
catchers fly directly overhead.
I push off, having had a delightful morning, and
paddle leisurely through the meandering channel

toward open water and the small beach put-in.

The Least Bittern's call continues strong and
steady.
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ThE TRAVElliNq BlRdER:
CoIoracIo Grouse Tour

In mid-April of 1998 Patsy and I had the opportunity
of joining a Victor Emanuel Nature Tour of Col
orado to see the mating displays of five species of
grouse. Our guides were Barry and Kevin Zimmer,
men in their mid-30's. The cost of the trip was
$1450 each for eight days, which included eight
nights at the best available lodgings and all the food
you could possibly eat. You had to get back and
forth from Albany to Denver on your own. There
were fifteen customers and the two guides traveling
in two vans which was really a bit too crowded to
get in and out of the vans easily or to have enough
room to spread out. The grouse were spread out in
four separate locations across the State of Col
orado; so there was a lot of driving.

I want to tell you mostly about the grouse and not
list all the other birds we saw. The second night of
the tour we spent in La mar in Southeast Colorado,
almost to Kansas. This is a part of the world that, if
you were not interested in birds, you would never
see. This was, maybe still is, dust bowl country.
There is talk of restoring sections of the Comanche
National Grassland to original prairie. A ranger told
us that soil borings showed the land to be covered
by up to five feet of blow sand. This gives you an
idea of what a god-forsaken section of the world
eastern Colorado is.
Before we turned in for the night we were advised
that if we wanted coffee, fruit and pastries before

we loaded into the vans the following morning to be
in the leaders' motel room by three o'clock as we
would be pulling out at 3:15. Early? yes, but for
Patsy and me coming from a two hour time differ
ence, it was more like 5:00 am. We had a long ride
to the sandhill country near Campo. Now almost to
Oklahoma. A ranger met the vans and escorted us
to the lek (display ground). Driving through the
pre-dawn darkness our head lights picked up a
Ross1 Goose walking lost down the gravel road.
Something strange to reward the early risers. Close
to the lek the vans stopped for a last pee, under the
stars to the music of coyotes and early Meadowlarks. Our first show was the Lesser Prairie
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Chicken put on by 22 birds, red-orange neck sacs
puffed out, tail standing up, wings out to the sides,
dashing at other males. We could hear them
before it was light enough to see the birds. We
stayed in the vans and didn't open doors or make
any sounds to interrupt the courtship. We stayed
put until about eight and then we drove in to
Campo for breakfast.

As I said I just want to tell you primarily about
seeing the grouse so I won't get into the rest of the
day's birding.

The next morning we had breakfast at seven,
which kind of seemed like wasting a good part of
the day. We drove up to Wray, which is in north
eastern Colorado, only a few miles from the inter
section of Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado.

Chicken. The neck sacs were more a golden
color. Both prairie chickens have fleshy yelloworange eye combs. The greater has a booming
sound like blowing across the top of a bottle and it
is constant all the time you are there. This sound
dominates your experience. Again we stayed qui
etly in the van until around eight o'clock. The birds,
at least twenty, were about 20 feet away.

To reach the lek of the Sage Grouse we had to
cross the Front Range of the Rockies at Rabbit
Ears Pass to arrive at Walden (fifty miles from
Wyoming). This lek is marked by timber barri
cades to keep you from driving right up on the lek
and is marked for the public. The birds were
displaying in the middle of the afternoon, kind of
half-heartedly. The Sage Grouse is by far the
biggest and has a large white ruff, like a feather
boa, on either side of the breast.

In Wray we had permission from a rancher as the
lek was on his property under a quarter mile long
sprinkler arm which creates those green circles
that we fly over and wonder what causes them.
This circle was alfalfa. To be polite we had to visit
the ranch headquarters and listen to the rancher's
stories for awhile. Well hadn't he found a tricer-

The next morning we were out at 4:00 to see a
serious display by 54 birds. There were two other

atops skeleton on his ranch, And didn't he have it

Forest just north of Steamboat Springs. Again we
had a ranger escort us to the lek. Because this lek
involved getting out of the vans and hiking up to
the top of a hill we started around dawn. On the
way we were rewarded by a Blue Grouse who was
displaying for two hens right in the dirt road in front
of our vans. The Sharp- tailed Grouse put on the
best dance: tails held high, wings bowed out to the
sides and feet propelling them in circles like windup toys run amok. The Rockies appearing through
the mist, a herd of elk watching us watch the
grouse, just no place else we would have rather

in his basement where he was separating the
fossilized bone from the rock. The skull of this
huge dinosaur would only hold a brain the size of
a baseball. The rancher took us across his ranch
so that we would be able to find the lek the next
morning in the dark. That night at supper the
rancher shows up with his wife in the restaurant
and Patsy and I invited them to join us. The most
expensive thing on the menu in Colorado (which of
course you order, because it is included in the
tour) is New York cut steak. Well wouldn't we

rather quiz the rancher than eat steak. Just as an
example, Wray (population 2000) became an AllAmerica City the same year as Albany. We asked
the rancher what was their strong point. He said
the town had built a rehabilitation center. I asked if
it was for drunks or dope fiends. He looked at me
in surprise and said, "No. For cowboys, that have
been injured or become arthritic* We have hot
tubs and therapists." Isn't that why we travel to
hear things like that? The next morning we loaded
the vans at 4:15 to see the Greater Prairie

cars at this site as well as our two vans. The only
time we had company on a lek.
The Sharp-tailed Grouse was in the Routt National

been.
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PROqRAMS
All programs held at 7:30 PM at the Five Rivers
Environmental Education Center, Delmar

Antarctica!!
Thursday, September 10,1998 (Note Special Date!)

HMBC members Sue and John Adair journeyed to this frozen
wonderland with Marine Expeditions and WINGS in January 1996.
Preceding a dramatic crossing of the Drake Passage the Adair"s visited
Tierra del Fuego National Park and Ushuia Argentina's harbor and
(never pass one up) dump. Birds sighted (and photographed) included
Kelp Geese and Gulls, Dolphin Gulls, Upland Geese and a variety of
other waterfowl. Next Sue and John boarded the Professor
Multanovsky for a voyage through the Beagle Channel and across the
Drake Passage - the ultimate pelagic trip. Having survived two days of
the furious fifties and screaming sixties they awoke to their first
morning in the "Banana Belt" of Antarctica, beautifully described by
»Sue Adair
explorer Roald Amundsen: "Glittering white, shinning blue, raven black,
in the light of the sun the land looks like a fairy tale. Pinnacle after
pinnacle, peak after peak, crevassed, wild as any land on our globe, it
lies, unseen and untrodden." Join John and Sue for an evening of Skuas and Sheathbills, Penguins and Pinnipeds,
Albatrosses and Ice. And don't miss the Drake Passage Wind Scale and a special guest who is par exulans\

Our Desert Southwest
Monday, October 5.1998
"Our Desert Southwest" with Scott Stoner and Denise Hilton. Often underrated, the deserts of the U.S. offer stark
scenic beauty, specialized plant life and birds found nowhere else! This evening, we will explore the riches of the
four western deserts: the Sonoran, the Chihuahuan, the Mojave and the Great Basin. In a slide tour that includes
Arizona, California, Texas, Nevada and Utah, Scott and Denise will share their enthusiasm for binding our desert
Southwest.

Mon Nov 2 - Andy Mason on the Franklin Mountain hawk watch.

Monday December 7. HMBC Christmas Party and Program: "Seabirds of the Aleutians" with Lisa Meehan.
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FiEld Trip Reports
John Boyd Thacher State Park
20 June 1998

Seven birders met on a warm, if humid, morning at the
Paint Mine Picnic Area parking lot to explore the birdlife
of Thacher Park. We decided to try a short walk up the
park's nature trail checking out the tall Norway spruces
adjacent to the trailhead on the way. The spruces held
a family of hyperactive Golden-crowned Kinglets, Redbreasted Nuthatches, and Blackburnian Warbler in full
song but well concealed. We also all had a fine look at
a singing Ovenbird in the understory. We crossed Paint
Mine Brook and headed up the nature trail through
regenerating hardwoods into a stand of majestic mature
hemlock and oak, a few chestnut sprouts told of recent
losses in the canopy. Leader Walter Ellison decided to
let loose with a barrage of hoots and caterwauls be
cause he had found Barred Owls here on the Century
Run. After several minutes and a close encounter with a
red-backed salamander under a nearby log an owl
swooped into the trees near the trail and started sound
ing off. Before long there were two more owls joining
the chorus, a pair in an adjacent territory not far off the
trail. The hullabaloo caused other birds to become
active. Ravens hoarsely called, Wood Thrushes clattered
like liquid machine guns, a Brown Creeper sang, as did
Blue-headed Vireos. The latter offered an excellent look
as we returned out of the hemlocks.
It was now time to take our obligatory walk on the Indian
Ladder Trail. The trail was in good form with plenty of
water spilling over the ledges above where it crossed
the major streambeds of Paint Mine Brook and Indian
Ladder Creek. Walter tried an owl hoot again at the

beginning of the trail, calling in a female Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker of the black-crowned morph (most have
redcrowns). We caught some brief but generally satis
factory views of the first of four Canada Warblers most
of whom lived up to their "I'm in here but you can't SEE
ME!" songs. Other highlights along the trail included a
nest building Veery, a Wood Thrush nest next to the trail
with four nestlings, Rough-winged Swallows pirouetting
around the waterfalls before heading headlong into their
cliff face nestholes, a good look at a singing Rosebreasted Grosbeak, and a splendid soaring Broadwinged Hawk seen from the top of the ledge. The most
memorable sight was of a Blue Jay dipping into a junco
nest hidden in a tuft of grass near the top of the cliff and
coming out with a naked nestling, we seldom see such
chilling episodes of predation even though they happen
every day. A fine benediction on our morning's effort

was a handsome male Purple Finch in full song atop a
spruce. Our total of 38 species was modest but included
a lot of memorable observations including eight breed
ing confirmations.

Hannacroix Ravine

11 July 1998
Nine people enjoyed a stroll through hardwood and
coniferous mixed forests looking for various avifauna
along the steep banks of the Hannacroix Ravine. Even
though the most spectacular birds and songsters were
elusive to the group, the Solitary Vireo, now referred to
as the Blue-headed Vireo, gave a superb performance
none will forget. Our ears were strained due to the
blustery winds and our necks suffered as well from
"warbler neck syndrome." For Patti, the Black-throated
Green Warblers remained hidden in the vegetation,
even though they sang and sang. But, the Chestnutsided Warbler perched out for a great view and also
serenaded the group.One bird, which I believe to be an
American Redstart, gave our group a good chase
through a spruce thicket. The bird got the best of us
though, singing over our heads so close, then disap
pearing for good!

Cherry Plains
19 July 1998

Participants: Frank Murphy (subbing for Dan Welch and
Lynn Huntington), Hope Oatman, Phil & Marge Whitney,
Donna Zimmerman, David Tekian.
Notes: We met at the main entrance to the park and
drove around Diggs Road and Dynamite Stack Road.
38 species noted including 12 warbler species, with
excellent close-up looks at Canada, Magnolia, Blackbur
nian, Black-throated Green, and Chestnut-sided War
blers. Also Black-throated Blue, and Yellow-rumped
Warblers, and a single American Redstart. Other nota
bles included Winter Wren, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Hermit and Wood Thrush, Veery, Red-eyed Vireo, Scar
let Tanager, and a single Rose-breasted Grosbeak;
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Broad-winged Hawk, Rubythroated Hummingbird, Wild Turkey. We heard a North

ern Parula, and a Prairie Warbler. Notable misses
included Ovenbird, Wood Pewee, and Least Flycatcher.

Feathers

NEWBURYPORT& NH COAST

1 -2 August. 1998
Five HMBC members traveled to the New England coast for
a weekend trip focused on seabirds and shorebirds. The trip
started Saturday morning aboard the Capt. Red, a whalewatching boat which runs out of Newburyport, MA. We had
beautiful weather, as we would all weekend, with sunny
skies, temps around 80F and low humidity. This whale watch

boat typically heads towards Stellwagen Bank, a large sea
ridge running north from the tip of Cape Cod. We spent
about 1.5 hours getting out to the Bank and had a handful of

bird sitings along the way, including several immature North
ern Gannets, Wilson's Storm Petrels, one Manx Shearwater

and near-shore species including Common Terns and
altemate-plumaged Bonaparte's Gulls. As we approached
the area where feeding whales had been reported that morn
ing, activity began to pick up. Humpback Whales were very
actively feeding in the area, and we totaled 13 seen from our
boat, many within less than 25 feet. There was a steady
trickle of seabird activity with singles or pairs of Sooty
Shearwaters flying by fairly regularly, some more storm pe
trels and gannets, and a couple of single Greater Shearwa

ters. We spent a good deal of time watching the humpbacks
feed, surface and then raise their tail flukes as they made a
deep dive to start the process over again. Some of the group
also spotted the single Minke Whale seen on the trip. After
about an hour of following groups of humpbacks, we ap
proached an obvious concentration of gulls, terns and other
birds. There were about 30 - 35 Sooty Shearwaters, about 5
Greater Shearwaters and 2 Manx all sitting on the water's
surface. This turned out to be an area where humpbacks
were actively bubble feeding. This behavior involves the
whales diving below the surface and releasing a curtain of
bubbles which apparently concentrates or "herds" the small
sandlance fish which are the whales' main prey item at
Stellwagen. The whales then swim up through the bubbles
and engulf their prey. The birds were clearly well attuned to
this behavior as they would all fly to the spot where each new
burst of bubbles appeared. They swarmed around the sur
facing whales scrounging leftovers. We were able to view
this spectacle within about 20 - 40 feet of the boat for nearly
20 minutes, with excellent views of the three species of
shearwaters, both swimming and flying. It was an excellent
finish to a terrific half-day pelagic excursion.
Saturday afternoon was spent searching for shorebirds along
Joppa Flats on the Merrimac River, and in the marshes of
Hampton and Seabrook NH. The tide was already beginning
to rise on Joppa Flats, but we were able to scope a good mix
of shorebirds including both yellowlegs, Semipalmated Sand
pipers and Plovers, Black-bellied Plovers, Least and Pec

toral Sandpipers, Short-billed Dowitchers and one HudsonianGodwtt. We added all the expected herons and egrets in
the NH marshes. As an added bonus we continued north in

NH to Newmarket, where a Little Egret had been seen
repeatedly over the preceding month on a small arm of Great
Bay. After a little searching, we located the viewing area and
there were indeed several small snowy-type egrets visible in

V60N4

very good light, although at some distance. We studied all of
the white egrets carefully for some time. One bird did appear
to have plumes which extended about one-third of the way
down the nape, although they were only visible at certain
angles and did not extend noticeably out from the head. This
bird and another began preening with their heads turned
upside down, and then the contrast in length and extension of
plumes vs. shaggy neck feathering became more apparent
After a long study most of us were convinced that we had

located the bird. We did not have any reference available to
help us confirm the ID beyond the brief description (without
drawing!) in the Eastern Peterson Guide. A subsequent
check of the Peterson and Kightley & Madge Europe guides
confirmed that the length of the plumes was about right,
although they are depicted as standing well out from the
nape in both guides, which was not the case with the NH bird.
As a life siting, the bird probably belongs in the BVD (better
view desired) category.

The following day was spent at Plum Island, MA. We hoped
to add to the shorebird list for the trip. We stopped first at
the bridge to the island and studied the various swallows
flying all around. Cuff swallows had been reported nesting
under the bridge and we eventually saw one, along with
numerous Northern Rough-winged and Barn Swallows
Later we found many Purple Martins still feeding young in
one colony at Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. Includ
ing the Tree and Bank Swallows we had seen earlier in the
trip, our list included all six likely eastern swallow species.
Unfortunately, practical matters worked against us somewhat
in the shorebird department. We got to the southern end of
the island just as the last parking spaces were already being
filled, so that we could not get out onto the beach first thing
This was our best chance to find a Piping Plover, but it didn't
work out. Nancy Vermilyea kindly dropped the rest of us off
at that end of the beach later in the morning and we did have
good looks at Sanderungs. They appeared to be in worn
alternate plumage or just starting to molt from alternate to
basic plumage; something we hadn't seen before. The pools
at Stage Island and Hellcat Swamp were still very high,
without much shorebird activity. We worked the Salt Pannes
and eventually Joppa Flats again, but without finding any
thing else new.
The viewing conditions were excellent.
however, and we had very good opportunities to study the
species present.

Overall, the trip total was 75 species, plus the probable L.
Egret, and that was with almost no landbirds added to the list
(only 3 sparrow/bunting species, one thrush, one flycatcher
and zero warblers and vireos!). It was an enjoyable trip, but
the logistical problems (along with the ferocity of the greenhead flies!) argue for planning this trip later in August, or
perhaps just after Labor Day in the future.
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UpcoiviiNq HMBC FiEld TRips
(Consult yourfield trip schedule or Birdline (439-8080) for trip details)

PEEBLES ISLAND STATE PARK AND

HUYCK PRESERVE/MYOSOTIS LAKE AND

ADJOINING MOHAWK RIVER

BASIC CREEK RESERVOIR

Sun Aug 23

Sun Sept 6

Coordinator: Gary Goodness 272-5830

Coordinator:

On this morning trip, we will walk the trail on

442-4320 (Work)

Peebles Island in search of migrant passerines.

In the morning, we will explore the sanctuary and

After the walk we will go to the adjoining Mohawk

research station in search of fall migrants and

River and use spotting scopes to scan for shore-

resident species.

birds. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Peebles Island

Myosotis Lake, we can expect a good variety of

parking lot.

shorebirds.

Walter Ellison 456-6224 (Home)

If the water level is low in

In the early afternoon, we will visit

Basic Creek Reservoir for early migrant waterfowl
and possible shorebirds.

Bring a lunch and meet

at 7:30 a.m. at the intersection of Routes 85 and

AN EVENING WALK AT VISCHER FERRY

443, near Clarksviile in southern Albany County, in

Wed Aug 26

the Stewart's parking lot.

Coordinator: Frank Murphy

373-1933

This

get-together

Wednesday

after-dinner

is

planned from 5:30 p.m. until dusk. Bring your

spotting scopes in order to view the many migrat
ing shorebirds that should be present. Great
Egrets, Great Blue and Green Herons,

Soras,

HAWK WATCH
Sat or Sun Sept 12 or 13

Virginia Rails, and Common Snipe are usually

Coordinator: Arthur Long 758-9283

present in good numbers at this time.

Picnic

This should be the peak migration for Broad-

tables are present if you would like to use them

winged Hawks. In 1996 we had a record-breaking

before we begin. Meet at the parking area.

day with over 800 hawks - better than famous

Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania!

Join us for the

morning, the date of which will be decided and
AUG

29

JAMAICA BAY WILDLIFE REFUGE

Coordinator:

announced on Birdline at the last minute since

(Note New Date!)

hawk migration is so dependent on weather. Meet

Walter Ellison 456-6224 (Home)

at 8:30 a.m. at the Key Bank in Star Plaza at the

intersection of Routes 20 & 155 in Guilderland.

442-4320 (Work)
Migrating shorebirds are the main attraction of this

long day trip to the New York City area.

We

should also see most of the New York State
herons and egrets, and have a reasonable chance

WILSON POWELL BIRD SANCTUARY

of spotting species that are hard to find in New

Sat

York

Coordinators:

such

as

Clapper

Rail

and

Boat-tailed

Grackle. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Visitor

Sept 19

Elle Dietemann

766-7045

&

Jackie Bogardus 283-6603

Center. Prior to the trip, anyone planning to attend
should call the coordinator.

The Wilson Powell Sanctuary, located in nearby

Feathers
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Columbia County, is owned and maintained by the

We should also have shorebirds and ducks, but

Alan Devoe Bird Club. The diverse habitat of the

that depends on the water level. There always

sanctuary provides an opportunity to look for a

seems to be something fun to look at when visiting

great variety of birds.

this popular spot.

Join us for this morning

walk with ADBC members and expect to see

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the main

parking area.

geese, ducks and herons on the pond; sparrows,
finches, kinglets and waxwings in the trees and
hedgerows along the field's edge;

and songbirds

and migrating warblers as we hike the trails
through the beautiful woods of the sanctuary.

LONG ISLAND

We'll complete our walk on the trail that leads up

Sat-Mon Oct10-12

to "Dorson's Rock", where we can sit and enjoy

Coordinators:

the passing raptors as we look out upon the
beautiful Hudson River Valley and the Catskill
Mountains.

785-6760

Denise Hilton & Scott Stoner

Reservations by September 10

On this holiday weekend, we will explore several
of Long Island's natural highlights in search of
hawks, waterfowl and migrant song and shore-

birds.

Target locations will include Jamaica Bay

Wildlife Refuge,
VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC
PRESERVE

Fire Island National Seashore

(hopefully with a visit to a banding station) and
other sites along the Island's South Shore.

Call

the coordinators for details.

Sat Sept 26

Coordinator: Bernie Grossman

399-9159

On this morning trip we can hope to find a good

variety of marsh birds, early waterfowl and fall
migrants

including

Least

Bittern,

Common

Moorhen, Marsh Wren, Great Egret, Virginia Rail,
Sora, Swamp Sparrow and many others. If the
water levels are low it could be great for shorebirds. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the main entrance.

DEAD CREEK WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
Sat Oct24
Coordinator: Walter Ellison

456-6224 (Home)

442-4320 (Work)

This all day trip to one of the better waterfowl
areas in Vermont should provide sightings of
many geese, possibly including snow geese or
maybe a Ross' Goose or a White-fronted goose.
Other waterfowl and raptors are also to be ex

VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC
PRESERVE

Meet at 7 a.m. at Executive Park behind

Stuyvesant Plaza in Albany.

Sun Oct4

Coordinator: Barbara Putnam

pected.

792-7542

There should be a few late warblers and vireos.
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RECORds COMMiTTEE REpORTS:

JAN. - MAR. 1998 & ApR. - IVUy, 1998

These, the first siting reports from the reconstituted Bird Records Committee, are compilations of only those reports
of members of the committee (with a few exceptions). With your assistance, these reports will become more com
prehensive. In order to bring the reports up to date as soon as possible, abridged versions of the the April and May
reports submitted by HMBC to the Kingbird have been included here. These do not include observers for many of
the sitings. The committee hopes to establish standard reporting procedures soon. If you have questions or com
ments forward them to me at: 36 Groesbeck PI, Delmar, NY 12054.

January - March, 1998
Count

Location

Date

singles

THRO region

THRO Jan

75 -100

Stillwater Flats

4 Jan

JG,AV

1

Mohawk R at SCCC

11 Jan

BL

1

Collins L & Mohawk R

THRO Jan - Mar

RP,BL

max. 2200

Coxsackie

21 Jan

AV

max. 3000

Ft. Miller

7 Mar

BP

1

Alplaus

THRO Jan

RP, BL, AV

1

Alcove

1 Jan

AV

6

Coxsackie

THRO Jan - Mar

RB,AV

1

Mohawk R, Alplaus

27Feb

RP

Gadwall

2

Cohoes Falls

3 Jan

RB.BL

N. Pintail

1

SCCC

2 Jan

RP

1

Cohoes Falls

3 Jan

RB,BL

1

Mohawk R, Niskayuna RR

25Feb

BL

27 Feb

RP

Species
Great Blue Heron
Snow Goose

Brant

Canada Goose

Mute Swan

Observers

Stn

3

Mohawk R, Niskayuna RR
Stn

Lesser Scaup

Hooded Merganser

Bald Eagle

1

Green Island

THRO Jan

many

1

Green Island

16 Feb

RB

4

Mechanicville

3 Jan

RB,BL

1

Mohawk R, Cohoes

4 Feb

BL

3

Collins L

23 Feb

RP

1 adult

Wheelersville, Fulton Co.

1 Jan

BL

1 adult

Crescent

11 Jan

BL

1 adult

Coeymans

21 Jan

RB

1 adult

Crescent

31 Jan

RB

1 imm

Coeymans

8 Feb

RB

1 adult

Coxsackie

22 Feb

JG

1 imm

Mohawk R, Lock 7

18 Mar

RP

2 adult &

Ft. Miller

3 Mar

RB

1 imm

Feathers
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Species

Count

Location

Date

Observers

up to 6

Ft. Edwards

25 Jan

BL

1

Ft. Edward

9Feb

BP

2

Ft. Edward

15Feb

BP

4

Ft Edward

27Feb

BP

up to 4

Ft. Edward

THRO Mar

BP

1

Albany

7Feb

BL

1

Niskayuna

lOFeb

BL

1

Westerlo

22 Jan

AV

1

Basic Res

8Feb

RB

pair in

Thacher Park

, 8 Mar

KA

N. Harrier

Sharp-shinned Hawk

N Goshawk

courtship
Red-shouldered Hawk

1

Duanesburg

26 Jan

RP

1

Saratoga

15 Mar

BP

3

Bacon Hill, Saratoga Co.

4 Jan

JG

12

Ft. Edward

25 Jan

BL

8

Ft. Edward

31 Jan

RB

1

Albany Co. Airport

7Feb

BL

up to 8

Ft. Edward

THRO Feb - Mar

BP

Merlin

1

Niskayuna

22 Jan

BL

Peregrine

1

Patroon Isl. Bridge

28 Jan

AV

1

Rensselaer

30 Jan

RB

1

Cohoes

31 Jan

RB

1 imm

Mohawk R, Lock 9

27 Feb

RP

1

Ft. Edward

7 & 16 Mar

BP

26

Austerlitz

28 Jan

AV

48

Hillsdale

28 Jan

AV

38

Meads Ln, Delmar

8 Feb

RB

2

Slingerlands

28 Feb

JG

arrived Berne

8 Mar

KA

1

Mohawk R, Lock 9

15 Mar

RP

1

Crescent

4 Jan

RB

1

Coxsackie

21 & 27 Jan

AV

1

Crescent

4 & 31 Jan

RB

1

SCCC

29 Jan

RP

.1

Cohoes

lFeb

BP

2

Crescent

4 Feb

BL

2

Cohoes

10 Feb

RB

1

Niskayuna RR Stn

14 Mar

RP

.

Rough-legged Hawk

Wild Turkey

Killdeer

Iceland Gull

Feathers
Species
Great Horned Owl
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Count

Location

Date

Observers

2

Reist Sanctuary

26 Jan

RP

2

Ft. Edward

6 Jan

RB

2-4

Ft. Edward

25 Jan

BL

1

Ft. Edward

9Feb

BP

1

Duanesburg

lOFeb

RP

1

Ft. Edward

16 Mar

BP

Long-eared Owl

1

Kinderhook

15 Mar

Art Long

N. Saw-whet Owl

1

Amsterdam

25Feb

RP

singles

Delmar, Niskayuna,
Saratoga NHP

THRO Jan

many

5

Castleton Isl. SP

8 Mar

JG

Short-eared Owl

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

N. Shrike

Fish Crow

Common Raven

Horned Lark

2

Delmar

10 Jan

Amy Budliger

1

Saratoga NHP

31 Mar

JG

4

Broadalbin-Providence

3 Jan

JG

1

Knox

6 Jan

KA

1

Ft. Edward

9Feb

BP

1

Gansevoort

26 Mar

BP

1

Vale Park

4 Jan

RP

1

Coeymans

21 Jan

AV

2

Cohoes

4Feb

BL

1

Mohawk R, Lock 7

28 Mar

RP

2

Schenectady

10 Mar

BL

2

Hague

1 Jan

BL

2

Skidmore Woods

25 Jan

JG

1

Austerlitz

28 Jan

AV

2

Hague

22Feb

BL

4

Wolf Hollow

27Feb

RP

2

Cherry Plain

5Feb

RB

2

Thacher SP

9Feb

RB

125

Caldwell Rd, Saratoga

24Jari

JG

78

Ft. Edward

25 Jan

BL

46

Valatie

27 Jan

AV

15

Ft. Edward

31 Jan

RB

6

Ft. Edward

15Feb

BL

1

Waterford

3 Jan

BL

1

Rottersdam Flats

3 & 6 Feb

RP

12

Troy CC, Halfinoon

3 Jan

BL

3

Five Rivers

21 Jan

RB

5

Ft. Edward

9 Feb

BP

100

New Scotland

20 Jan

AV

125

Slingerland

29 Jan

AV

40

Niskayuna

23 Feb

BL

30

Niskayuna

23 Feb

BL

85

Gansevoort

THRO Mar

BP

Fox Sparrow

1

Saratoga Springs

30 Mar

JG

Lapland Longspur

1

Ft. Edward

25 Jan

BL

Carolina Wren

E. Bluebird

American Robin

Cedar Waxwing

Bohemian Waxwing

Feathers
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Species
Snow Bunting

Red-winged Blackbird

Count

Location

Date

Observers

5

Waterford

3 Jan

BL

100

Schen. Co. Airport

26 Jan

RP

30

Ft. Edward

31 Jan

RB

100

Ft. Edward

1 Mar

BP

1

Halfmoon

3 Jan

BL

ca. 200

S. Albany

22Feb

JG

1000+

Ft. Edward

1 Mar

BP

BP
BL

E. Meadowlark

4

Ft. Edward

27 Mar

Common Grackle

1

Niskayuna

20Feb

Brown-headed Cowbird

5

Halfmoon

3 Jan

BL

up to 12

Five Rivers

THRO Jan

RB

20

Taborton

1 Jan

JG

8

Taborton

5Feb

RB

Red Crossbill

12

Five Rivers

21 Jan

RB

White-winged Crossbill

23

Broadalbin

3 Jan

JG

8

Waterford

3 Jan

BL

1

Niskayuna

15 Jan

BL

1

Delmar

THRO Jan

RB

500

Halfmoon

3 Jan

BL

Pine Grosbeak

Common Redpoll

Hoary Redpoll

Evening Grosbeak

25

Broadalbin

3 Jan

JG

20

Glenville

19 Jan

RP

4

Gallupville

19 Jan

AV

50-60

Saratoga Springs

25 Jan

JG

ca. 50

Berne

THROFeb

KA

40 -100

Gansevoort

THRO Feb

BP

up to 50

Gansevoort

THRO Mar

BP

1 for imm
(excellent
details
submitted)

Berne

7- 12 Feb

KA

BL

20

Brant Lake

1 Jan

5

Partridge Run

8 Feb

JG

25-30

Berne

28 Feb

KA

Observers

April - May, 1998

Species

Count

Location

Date

Common Loon

max 45

Sacandaga Res.

20 May

Horned Grebe

9

Saratoga L

8 Apr

max 10

New Baltimore

3 May

max 5

Black Creek Marsh

16 May

1 calling

Black Creek Marsh

5, 16 & 28 May

Red-necked Grebe

American Bittern
Least Bittern

Great Blue Heron

1

Carter Pond

20 May

rookery —

Bemis Hts.

18 Apr

rookery —
32 nests:

Ballston Spa

25 May

21 nests

19 adult, 29
imm

Feathers
Species
Great Egret

Black-crowned Night Heron
Ring-necked Duck
Black Vulture
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Count

Location

Date

1

Sykes Pond, 1-787

7 May

1

Collins L

18 May

1

Collins L

20 Apr

50 still

Basic Creek Res.

3 May

Thruway exit 21

27 Apr

present

1

max 8

Ft. Edward

4 Apr

1

Rogers Rock

14 May

1

Vischer Ferry

23 May

1

Schenectady

31 May

pair nesting

Dunn Memorial Bridge,
Albany

May

Black-bellied Plover

1

Mohawk R, Halfinoon

16 May

Semipalmated Plover

22

Mohawk R, Halfinoon

16 May

1

Amsterdam

3 May

1

Saratoga NHP

7 May

1

Ft. Edward

16 May

4

Ft. Edward

29 May

Laughing Gull

2

Mohawk R, Colonie

Caspian Tern

1

Collins L

15 May

Black Tern

1

Basic Creek Res

10 May

4

Saratoga L

18 May

1 adult, 2
young in

Saratoga L

28 Apr

1

Kinderhook

15-17 May

1

Claverack

16 May

1

Hillsdale

17 May

1

Saratoga

19 May

15

Stuyvesant

24 May

2

Coeymans Hollow

15 May

2

Cold Spring Rd

16 May

Olive-sided Flycatcher

1

Bear Swamp Pres.

16 May

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

2

SUNYA

25 May

Acadian Flycatcher

1

Mill Creek Pres.

29 May

max 4

Mohawk R, Cohoes

16 May

Common Raven

nesting, juv.
heard

Thacher SP

15 May

Horned Lark

4, displaying
male

Saratoga Co. Airport

3-16 May

7 pairs

Saratoga L colony

1 May

1

Delmar

14 Apr - early

American Kestrel

Peregrine

Upland Sandpiper

Great Horned Owl

'

16 May

nest

Long-eared Owl

Common Nighthawk

Whip-poor-will

Fish Crow

Purple Martin
House Wren

Observers

L. Federman

Feathers
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Count

Location

Date

Winter Wren

2

Lishakill

3 May

3

Thacher SP

15 May

Marsh Wren

max 6

Black Creek Marsh

14 May

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

max 7

Black Creek Marsh

3 May

1

SUNYA

28 May

max 4

Saratoga NHP

13 Apr

Species

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Hermit Thrush
American Pipit

Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler

"Brewster's Warbler"

"Lawrence's Warbler"

Prairie Warbler
Worm-eating Warbler

Hooded Warbler

1

Amsterdam

6 Apr

max 25 singing

Saratoga NHP

11 May

males
1

Salem

8 May

1

Gallupville

26 May

1

Saratoga NHP

22 May

1

Ann Lee Pond

13 May

1

Valatie

29 May

1

Rotterdam

7 May

1

Saratoga NHP

16 May

max 8

Saratoga NHP

15 May

1

Black Creek Marsh

16 May

1

Copeland Hill

17-18 May

1

Louisiana Waterthrush

Copeland Hill

17 May

Indian Kill Pres.

arrived 6 Apr

3

Vly Creek

12 Apr

max 48

SUNYA

30 Apr

Vesper Sparrow

4

Saratoga Co. Airport

3 - 18 May

Grasshopper Sparrow

1

Saratoga NHP

6 May

1

Altamont

18 May

2

Saratoga NHP

6 May

1

Ft. Edward

16 May

2

Ft. Edward

24 May

Harris' Sparrow

1

Galway

26 Apr - 4 May

Blue Grosbeak

1

S. Rensselaer

16 May

max 46 singing
males

Saratoga NHP

25 May

Rusty Blackbird

max 12

Vischer Ferry

1 Apr

Orchard Oriole

1

Five Rivers

12 May

Chipping Sparrow

Henslow's Sparrow

Bobolink

Red Crossbill

1

Stuyvesant

16 May

1

Black Creek Marsh

18 May

12

Five Rivers

17 Apr

Observers

JG, AV & many others

RB

Abbreviations: L — lake; R — River; SCCC — Schenectady Count Community College; Co. — County; imm —
immature; f— female; THRO — throughout
Observers: KA — Ken Able; RB — Robert Budliger; JG — Jane Graves; BL — Bill Lee; RP — Ray Perry; AV
— Alison VanKeuren; BP — Barb Putnam

Feathers
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"KEEPING BIRD RECORDS"

SPECIAL WORKSHOP- LIMITED SPACE

September 22,1998 at 7:30 PM, Five Rivers Env Educ Ctr, Delmar

"The Record" is the basis of every publication a birder uses that shows ranges, distribution, abundance,

seasonal occurrence, vagrancy, etc. The range maps in a field guide, the calendar graphs in a site guide,
and a checklist depend on "the record." It must be based upon a large enough and reliable sample of pub

lished and documented information. Each of us has an opportunity to contribute to "the record."
The Records Committee will lead a workshop and discussion about how, with a small effort, your sight
ings can both add to "the record" and greatly enhance your enjoyment of birding. Among the topics to be

discussed are note taking, reporting observations of significance, and evaluation of sighting reports; what
constitutes a rarity; how and why to add numbers to your field lists; seeing and recording behaviors.

This is a workshop and discussion aimed at those field birders interested in joining those already adding to
our knowledge of local abundance and distribution of birds. Since we can only accommodate a limited
number, this workshop will be limited to the first 25 who sign up. A repeat of this workshop will be
scheduled if warranted.

For more information or to register: call Bob Budliger at 439-0006.

Feathers

DEATh Of A CANAdA GOOSE, 27

1998 (A SATURdAy)

It's a windy May evening at Collins Lake in the Village of Scotia. A Canadian high spills southeastward
bringing clear air and cold nights. The sun, lowering in the west, silhouettes the Canada geese as they
feed over the curly-leafed pondweed. Suddenly, one goose yelps and begins a violent thrashing; water
droplets lifted by the beating wings sparkle in the evening sun. The goose settles deeply into the water;
the wings now begin a powerful, regular beating but the frantic bird remains firmly held in place. Some
twenty-five other yelping geese now gather, several tilt-fluttering nervously. The wings of the goose con
tinue their beating but they now pass through the water greatly slowed. The bird sinks still deeper, the
body turns so that only one great wing sweeps through the air, the head is held above the water. The
exhausting struggle extends minute after exhausting minute to a quarter of an hour. Could the bird be
caught by a strand of monofilament fishing line? Careless anglers often discard their spent line along the
nearby shore. And then the beating stops, the goose rises, as if freed, to float more normally. The ob
serving geese spread away. The goose now moves northward for several dozen yards into the edgewater, plowing too easily through the heavy growth of pondweed; strange for a bird just engaged in such ex
hausting behavior. It pauses; I focus closely on it with my binoculars and then in a flash it is gone — al
most as if it had dived to avoid the strike of an eagle from above. I watch for five minutes more for the
bird to surface but it is gone. I can only surmise that it has been caught by a large snapping turtle, held
relentlessly for nearly twenty minutes as it frantically attempts to rise, and then pulled shoreward toward
the great reptile's den to be yanked downward where it will be torn apart with leopard-like claws. I imag
ine a few buoyant feathers at the water surface above the lair. Three canoeists pass by a hundred feet
away, oblivious of the death just transpired. The pondweed-now a shroud- reflects like a roughened
sheet of golden bronze but the water exposed in the carp wallows and network of paddle trails seems
darker than before.

Feathers
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HMBC BOARD FOR 1995 - 1996
Directors:

Officers

President:

Vice-President:

Ann B'Rells

Denise Hilton

3187 Woodhaven Dr.

6 Knob Hill Rd.
Loudonville, NY

Schenectady, NY
12303
355-5615

12205

785-6760

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Lynn Huntington
329 N. Schodack Rd.

Gregg Recer
23 Scotch Mist Way
Malta, N.Y.
12020

East Greenbush, N.Y.

12061

477-2980

William Lee
Linda Parr
Carl George
Joan Cipriani
Sunny Gooding

899-2678

374-3426
478-9219
393-0629
374-3729
446-9370

Committee Chairs
Conservation :
Birdline:
Programs:
Field Trips:
Membership:
Publicity:
Publications:
Records:
Sanctuary:

Social:
Jr. Activities:

Walt Sabin

439-7344

vacant

Scott Stoner
Joan Cipriani
Daniel Ruge

785-6760
374-3729
449-1087

Ann B'Rells
Cathy Graichen
Bob Budliger
Joe Coticchio
Denise Hilton
Elle Dietemann

355-5615
899-2678
439-0006
374-2449
785-6760
766-7045

BIRDLINE of E. NEW YORK: (518) 439-8080

Reminder!!
All HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members.

Board meetings take place the second Monday of every oddnumbered month. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center at

Send articles, dip-art
photos, artwork to:
Feathers
c/6 Cathy Graichen
23 Scotch Mist Way
Ballston Spa NY 12020

or via e-mail to:
recerg@crisny.org

7:00 PM.

Web Site On Line

It's "official" - The Hudson-Mohawk
Bird Club website may be found at:
http://members.xoom.com/hmbc/
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JO1W TJiL BlXUCWt CXEW/
The
B1XDCWE:

crew has many openings! Some things you might do for

•

"Write the script periodically

•

Be a Voice of B1XVCWE

•

Compile the messages left on the tape

•

Chair the committee!

Many hands make light work. Since the crew communicate entirely by email, access to Email is required.

Call BlJUDClTs/E at 439-8080 and leave a message that you'd like to join the crew. No need to
choose a job now - the crew will meet and describe them more.

FEATHERS
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Century Run Heat ALmost Sets RecorcJ - TNree Scoter SpEciES RedortecJ

The Club's 53rd consecutive Guy Bartlett Century
Run on May 16, 1998 was a scorcher on the
thermometer, but not on the checklist. Albany

Airport recorded air temperature between 55 and
87 degrees Fahrenheit, two degrees off the record
of 89 degrees Fahrenheit in 1991 (a year ago on
this date, the high was 53 degree Fahrenheit).
Thirty-one birders in nine field parties logged an
unimpressive total of 165 species and one hybrid
for the day, with 136 species the best single party
effort. The 165 species ranks 13th behind the 188
record in 1986; and the 136 is the seventh to the
record 156 species in 1986 and 155 species and
one hybrid in 1989.

The air for two days before the Run was in the
80's, caused by barely moving high pressure. The
day before, a high over us and another over the
Carolinas brought nearly calm, hot, sunny
weather. On the day of the Run those highs were
over Pennsylvania and Georgia with a searing sun

ceeded the sought after 100 or more species. Lee
Thomas characterized his and his wife's effort as
"Half a Century Run," so they too at 53 species
exceeded their goal.
The nine birding parties were afield between 0200

and 2130, with the longest one afield 19 1/4 hours
from 0215 to 2130. All were afield the better part
of over 13 hours.
Twenty-one species and one hybrid were reported
by one group only (13 of those by Group B); and

they are noted later with the group summaries. It
is unusual that Osprey was one of those species
reported by only one group. The Run's rarities
(birds recorded for the tenth or lesser time were
seven in number - six of which were waterbirds,
testifying to disappointed results with passerine
migrants. They were:

coiiiiiiucl .

and little breeze.

Carl George commented that"... the high temper
atures burned us out early." Walter Ellison com
mented on the scarcity of migrants and felt the
day "got too warm too early cutting off the song

bird chorus ... contributing to our biggest miss,
Hermit Thrush." Ray Perry thought, "All in all it
was a good day."

The spring season was well advanced with abun
dant foliage. Generally the spring had been wet
(over 4 1/2 in excess precipitation over average by
May 16), and war (March 31 set an all-time record
March high of 89 degrees Fahrenheit at Albany
Airport).

There were 44 species see by all parties, and
another 24 by all but one party. These 68 species
were seen by the eight of nine parties that ex

li

11 is \\\ ii

Bird Conservation Press
Reports

Field Trip Reports

Program Reports & Upcoming
Programs

Feathers
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It seems that every Century Run produces some
Soecies

Great Egret
Black Scoter
Surf Scoter

Northern Bobwhite
Black-bellied Plover
Laughing Gull
Lawrence's Warber

ReDortina

Last

Occasion

Reported

9th
3rd

1996
1995

5th
8th
7th
3rd

1996
1997

7th

1990
1993
1994

For the first time ever on the Century Run, all
three scoter species were reported. Normally one
of these sea duck species is a rarity with the
White-winged the most frequent - this year mark
ing its 14th occurrence in 53 years. But for the
three of them to appear regionally in one day in
mid-May is indeed unusual. Three parties reported
the White-winged, two the Surf and one the Black.
Carl George and his colleagues came up with one
of those "gull, sp." reports which, though well
described as to size and certain field marks, re
mains a puzzle for identification. It was an immac
ulate, all-white gull of Herring Gull size on the
Mohawk River at the Rt. 32 bridge in Cohoes. The
group could not decide whether it was an albino
Herring Gull or a Glaucous Gull (only once previ
ously reported in 1972). Anyone who saw this bird
before or after the Century Run, and has more
details on it should contact the records chairman.

conspicuous (or nearly so) misses, and this year

was no exception. The following are such species
indicating when they were last missed, and the
number of years they have been recorded in the
53 consecutive years of the Century Run: Bluewinged Teal - last in 1995, 47 years; Ring-necked
Pheasant -1993, 45; Common Nighthawk -1997,
40; Swainson's Thrush - 1988, 46; Northern
Parula -1992, 41; Cape May Warbler -1995, 45;
and Grasshopper Sparrow -1997, 45.
As I viewed these party reports, I saw in them
personality traits that Century Running evokes

from birders. Some people pursue the singular or
solitary pursuit of either doing the run alone as a
personal challenge to one's own past perfor
mance; or by imposing restrictive geographical
limitations within the region's 11-county area by
birding one specific county. Other people go for
the highly organized, sometimes gregarious team
effort using a large, highly organized team; or by
going out with a team of long-standing cohesiveness.

However you cut it, it exemplifies the diverse way
that birding appeals and provides personal satis
faction to such a wide audience of people. And
yet, when one looks back 30 to 50 years to the
1940's, 50's and 60's, birding was not a pastime
that too many people then publicly admitted to
engaging in, much less enjoying.

Feathers
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1998 Guy Bartlett Century Run - Group Summary

Group A - Ray Perry*. Entirely within Schenectady Co. 104 species.
Group B - W. Gorman*, M. Kuhrt, W. Lee, and D. Gorman. 0430-2100. Black Creek, Basic and Alcove
Reservoirs, Castleton and Saratoga. 136 species: Horned Grebe, Bufflehead, Osprey, Sharp-shinned
Hawk, American Coot, Lesser Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin, Laughing Gull, Olive-sided
Flycatcher, Golden-winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, and Red Crossbill.
Group C - Steve Shorwas, Frank Murphy*, and Hope Oatman. 0200-2100. Vischer Ferry, L. Desolation
Rd., Saratoga Battlefield, Saratoga Lake, Peebles Island and Stewarts Bridge Reservoir. 109 species:
Pine Siskin.
Group D - G. Shaw, A. Joachim, H. Stebbins, N. Slack, A. Koehler, H. Weisskotten, C. Lamere, C.
George*, T. Eugels, T. Cunningham, Mark Segenberger, and Cliff Tepper. 0400-2030. Alcove Reservoir,
Stanton Rd., Five Rivers, Stillwater Sod Farms, Saratoga Lake, Hrdlicka feeders, Schenectady Co.
Airport, Cole Hill, Black Creek Marsh, Thacher Park and Basic Creek Reservoir. 116 species: Rubycrowned Kinglet.
Group E - Barb Putnam*. 0630-2030. Lake George, Tower Rd. area, Saratoga Lake, Saratoga National

Historic Park, and Ft. Edward area. 101 species: Lawrence's Warbler.
Group F - Sue* and John Adair. 0415-2100. Albany Co., including Black Creek Marsh, Five Rivers,
Thacher Park, Cohoes and Albany Pine Bush. 101 species.
Group G - Jocelyn Cole-Calkins*, Erin Willsey and Ron Calkins. 0215-2130. Albany Co., including Gulf Hill
Rd in Berne, Black Creek Marsh, Thacher Park, Pinnacle, Cole Hill State Forest, Basic Creek and Alcove
Reservoirs, Albany Airport, Henry Hudson Park, Cohoes Falls, Pine Bush and Five Rivers. 104 species:
Black Scoter.

Group H - Elmer L.* and Helen C. Thomas. 0535-1900. Guilderland, Nott Rd. treatment plant, Black Creek
marsh, Helderbergs and Vischer Ferry. 53 species.
Group I - W. G. Ellison*, N. L. Martin, and Ian M. Ellison. 0230-2130. Albany, Saratoga and Washington
counties. 130 species: Black-bellied Plover, Eastern Screech-owl, Caroline Wren.
Group J - Robert P. Yunick, while not on a formal Century Run, recorded Evening Grosbeak at Jenny
Lake in Corinth.

Common Loon

B

Pied-billed Grebe

B

Homed Grebe

B

C

D
D

B

C

D

American Bittern

B

c

D

Least Bittern

B

Double-crested Cormorant

Great Blue Heron

A

A

B

G

1

Wood Duck

A

F

G

1

American Black Duck

A

Mallard

A

c

D

E

A

A

B

D

B

D

B

c

D

B

G

1

Surf Scoter

B

F

G

1

White-winged Scoter

B

F

F

E

B

F

F

1

G

G

G

C

D

E

C

D

E

C

D

E

F

G

F

G

H

F

G

H

E
D

Black Scoter

D

Mute Swan

Canada Goose

E

F

G

Great Egret
Green Heron

E

H

Bufflehead

B

Hooded Merganser

B

C
C

A

1

Common Merganser

1

Turkey Vulture

B

1

Osprey

B

C

D

E

I

Feathers

V6oNs

Page 68

Northern Harrier

B

Sharp-shinned Hawk

B

I

E

G

Red-shouldered Hawk

A

Broad-winged Hawk

A

Red-tailed Hawk

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

American Kestrel

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Ruffed Grouse

A

B

C

G

B

D

Northern Bobwhite

B

D

A

B

Sora

B

Common Moorhen

B

American Coot

B

H

G

E

F

C

H

Kiildeer

A

B

C

Lesser Yellowlegs

B

Solitary Sandpiper

B

Spotted Sandpiper

A

Upland Sandpiper

A

B

C

D

D

E

F

G

H

E

D

Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

A

B

B

C
C

C

D

E

F

D

I

Belted Kingfisher

A

B

D

I

Red-bellied Woodpecker

A

I

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

ABCDEFGHI

Downy Woodpecker

ABCDEFGHI

Hairy Woodpecker

A

Northern Flicker

ABCDEFGHI

Plleated Woodpecker

A

D

E

F

Herring Gull

A

B

D

E

F

G

I

F

G

I

B

B

C

C

D

D

F

E

G

I

F

G

I

CD

F

G

I

D

F

A

B

I

Eastern Phoebe

ABCDEFGHI

Great Crested Flycatcher

ABCDEFGHI

I

Eastern Kingbird

ABCDEFGHI

I

Homed Lark

A

I

Purple Martin

I

Tree Swallow

ABCDEFGHI

I

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

ABCDEFGHI

B

B

C

D

E

F

I

G

I

C

D

E

I

C

D

E

I

C

D

C

E

G

E

G

I

G

I

Bam Swallow

ABCDEFGHI

G

I

Blue Jay

ABCDEFGHI

American Crow

ABCDEFGHI

I

Fish Crow

A

I

Common Raven

A

Black-capped Chickadee

ABCDEFGHI

B
B

F

I

Least Flycatcher

B

A

E

H

I

Common Snipe

Ring-billed Gull

G

B

A

Laughing Gull

F

A

Cliff Swallow

F

E

D

I

Willow Flycatcher

B

D

G

A

Dunlin

C

F

EasternWood-pewee

Bank Swallow

B

D

B

B

A

I

B

Pectoral Sandpiper

American Woodcock

I

A

Olive-sided Flycatcher

C

B

Whip-poor-will

G

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

I

B

Greater Yellowlegs

B

I

I

Semipalmated Plover

Barred Owl

I

B

D

Black-bellied Plover

D

A

I

G

B

Chimney Swift

E

C

Wild Turkey

Virginia Rail

H

Great Homed Owl

G

B

F

I

1

H

?

Glaucous Gull
Great Black-backed Gull

B

C

D

E

G

H

I

F

G

H

I

Tufted Titmouse

ABCDEFGHI

Rock Dove

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

Red-breasted Nuthatch

A

B

C

D

E

F

Mourning Dove

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

White-breasted Nuthatch

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

I

Black-billed Cuckoo

A

C

D

F

G

H

I

Brown Creeper

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

I

I

Carolina Wren

Eastern Screech-owl

I

I

Feathers

House Wren

A

B

Winter Wren

B

Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet

C

D

E

C

D

E

C

D

E

C

D

E

F

F

G

H

1

Black-and-white Warbler

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

G

1

American Redstart

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

G

1

Worm-eating Warbler

G

1

Ovenbird

A

B

C

E

F

G

Northern Waterthrush

A

B

C

1

Louisiana Waterthrush

A

F

G

1

Common Yellowthroat

A

B

F

G

1

Canada Warbler

A

B

F

G

Scarlet Tanager

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

D

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
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B

D
D

H

1

E

Blue-gray Gnatcateher

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Eastern Bluebird

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Veery

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Hermit Thrush

A

B

C

F

G

Wood Thrush

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Northern Cardinal

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

American Robin

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Gray Catbird

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Indigo Bunting

A

B

C

Northern Mockingbird

A

B

C

D

E

G

H

1

Eastern Townee

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Brown Thrasher

A

B

H

1

Cedar Waxwing

A

B

C

D

European Starling

A

B

C

D

Blue-headed Vireo

A

C

Yellow-throated Vireo

A

B

Warbling Vireo

A

Red-eyed Vireo

Blue-winged Warbler

H

C

D

C

D

E

D

1

H

1
1

E

1

F

G

1

Chipping Sparrow

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

E

F

G

1

Field Sparrow

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

E

F

G

1

Vesper Sparrow

B

C

D

F

G

1

Savannah Sparrow

B

C

C

D

E

F

G

1

Henslow's Sparrow

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

Song Sparrow

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

Swamp Sparrow

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

White-throated Sparrow

A

B

C

D

E

F

D

H

H

1

D

B

E

Tennessee Warbler

B

Nashville Warbler

B

D

E

1

F

Dark-eyed Junco

E

(Lawrence's Warbler)

F

E

White-crowned Sparrow

B

Golden-winged Warbler

A

1

C

D

E

1

F

G

F

G

H

1

H

1

Bobolink

A

B

C

D

1

Red-winged Blackbird

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

■ A

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

Yellow Warbler

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Eastern Meadowlark

Chestnut-sided Warbler

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Common Grackle

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Magnolia Warbler

A

c

D

E

F

1

Brown-headed Cowbird

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Black-throated Blue Warbler

A

B

c

D

E

F

G

1

Orchard Oriole

Yellow-rumped Warbler

A

B

c

D

E

F

G

1

Baltimore Oriole

A

Black-throated Green Warbler

A

B

c

D

E

F

1

Purple Finch

A

Blackburnian Warbler

B

c

D

E

F

1

Red Crossbill

Pine Warbler

B

c

1

Pine Siskin

Prairie Warbler

B

c

1

American Goldfinch

Bay-breasted Warbler

B

Blackpoll Warbler

B

G

E
D

E

F

G

1

1

B

C

D

E

C

D

E

F

G

H

1
1

B

C

A

B

c

D

E

F

G

H

1

A

B

c

D

E

F

G

H

1

Evening Grosbeak

E

G

House Sparrow
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FiEld TRip Reports
Great Crested Flycatcher, Sharp Shinned Hawk,

Five Rivers

Common Yellowthroat and Veery were among the

May 28

On a lovely late spring evening, about eight Club
members enjoyed the Five Rivers Center grounds
in a slow, relaxing birding walk around the ponds
and through the fields and woods. In Scott's ab
sence, Elle Dietemann served as a very able
co-leader, and added to our outing with her lively
interest in. wildflowers and butterflies, as well as
her keen ear for bird song.

thirty four species noted on the trip most of which
were sighted at the Dunham Pond location.
We headed toward Grafton, searching primarily
along the western edge of the park. By then the
chilly wind has discouraged not only the birders

but many of the birds. Red-eyed and Blue-headed
Vireos were the highlights of the mature mixed
forest. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was also spot

Some of the sightings of the evening included
Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Bluebird, Song Sparrow,
Northern Cardinal, Pileated Woodpecker, Bluewinged Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler,

ted in a fruit tree near the entrance to the trail.
Both sites were very bountiful in providing one
industrious birder with plenty of returnable bottles

and

and cans. Her plan is to one day buy a scope,

Wood Duck. One of the evening's highlights was
an "en masse" visit by the recently relocated
Mallards from Saratoga's Congress Park, who
came up out of the Beaver Pond onto the road,
surrounding our small group, and literally stopping

saving one nickel at a time. Although we did not
get a precise can and bottle count we are pretty
certain we collected more empty Molsons than
birds for our lists. So, even a day with less than
spectacular birding has its rewards.

traffic.

It was a nice way to welcome the Summer of '98,
with perfect weather, singing birds and friends.

The trip concluded with a quick glimpse of a wind
blown hawk, wings pulled back deeply against the
gusts aloft. After much discussion, the consensus
was that it was probably a Broad Winged Hawk.

— VettUe
Grafton State Park

June 6

Although the calendar indicated that it was in fact

June, the cool winds were more reminiscent of an
April morning. Our small but hardy group of seven
birders met at the Tamarac School. While waiting
for the group to assemble we found the usual
suspects in and around the parking lot of the
school.
We headed east on Route 2 to our first stop at
Dunham Pond. The persistent calling of an Oven-

bird sent us searching for a glimpse of this elusive,
local breeder. The warbler managed to avoid be
ing spotted but a Hermit Thrush gave us a nice
long look and listen as a reward for our efforts.
Wood Thrush, Catbird, White-throated Sparrow,

Adirondack Trip
June 6 and 7, 1998

About 15 people joined resident Adirondack bird
expert Sean O'Brien for a full weekend exploration
of some of the best birding sites in the North
Country. We stayed in Lake Placid Friday night,
and began our birding early Saturday morning at
South Meadow, off Rt. 73 near Lake Placid. There

we had Alder and Least Flycatcher, Chestnutsided, Yellow-rumped, Nashville, Magnolia and
Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Com
mon Yellowthroat, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Winter

Wren, Brown Creeper, Veery, Blue-headed and
Red-eyed Vireos, and Song, White-throated and

Feathers
Savannah Sparrows. We also heard but never saw
an elusive and reclusive Mourning Warbler. Of

particular interest was the sight of a Common Raven
taking and swallowing an egg from a nest high up

in a coniferous tree! We moved north to Whiteface
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bler. We much appreciated the time and effort
that Sean took to show us some of his favorite

spots, and had an enjoyable and productive week

end trip, and Denise's efforts to arrange for the
lodging.

Mountain, where we hoped for Bicknell's Thrush,
but unfortunately the road was temporarily closed

StO-tt StOH&l

due to low cloud conditions. We did make a
productive stop at a golf course near Lake Placid,
where we had spectacular views of Cape May

Warbler, along with Spotted Sandpiper and Whitethroated Sparrow.

After a brief stop at the motel, we drove west,
making a few stops before arriving at one our

major destinations, the Massawepie scout camp
area, west of Tupper Lake. This extensive bog
area is largely unbirded, but shows great promise.
We walked a portion of it along an old rail bed;
many of the group saw Gray Jays; more easily
seen were the numerous immature Palm War

blers. Other species reported include Swamp and
Lincoln's Sparrows, Alder and Willow Flycatcher,

Goshawk, American Kestrel, Yellowbellied Sapsucker, Chimney Swift and Common Loon. A few of

us were lucky to see a Ruffed Grouse on the road
on the drive out.

Sunday morning began with a drive west of Paul
Smiths toward the Madawaska Club property. We
had arranged in advance for permission to bird

this private area ($10.00/person), and it was defi
nitely worth it. Near the gate we had excellent
looks at both Olive-sided and Yellow-bellied Fly
catchers; other species there included Magnolia
and other warblers, Virginia Rail and Belted King

fisher. A stop at a Christmas tree farm on the way
to Madawaska yielded Golden-crowned Kinglet.

We had a lunch stop at the Adirondack Visitor
Information Center at Paul Smiths, where we
found Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green,
Northern Parula and Blackburnian Warblers. Our

final major birding stop was Bigelow Road, near
Bloomingdale, to search for Boreal Chickadee,
which had thus far eluded us. We did hear them,
but even Sean's tape was unable to coax them out
of the deep forest cover for a view. We did,
however, get an excellent look at Nashville War

Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve
August 15, 1998

A small group of birders met this Saturday morn
ing for an exploration of Vischer Ferry. It was a
perfect August day, and the Preserve was full of
herons and egrets, affirming that this is my fa
vorite time of year there! We met at the main
entrance, where the Whipple Bridge had been
completed to the point that it was easily passable.
Several of the normally wet ponds were dry, and
some were choked with vegetation. But the last
two ponds along the main road (going straight
back toward the River) had water to support a
dozen Great Egrets accompanied by an equal
number of Great Blue Herons, in nice morning
light. Green Heron, Marsh Wren, Lesser YelLOWLEGS, KlLLDEER, MALLARD, AMERICAN BLACK DUCK,
American Goldfinch, Belted Kingfisher and Cedar
Waxwing rounded out the list.

From there we drove to the end of Ferry drive, and
walked east to an area of flats along the north
bank of the Mohawk River. A variety of shorebirds
were present there, including Lesser Yellowlegs,

Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers, Killdeer, Semipalmated Plover and a Short-billed Dowitcher.
Double-crested Cormorant, Great Black-backed
and Ring-billed Gulls, Great Egret and Great
Blue Heron were present as well. Finally, we
walked west from Ferry Drive to Lock Seven,
which produced a few more birds and a pleasant
view of the river. All in all, it was a great way to
spend a late summer morning! The efforts of
co-leader Denise Hilton were much appreciated.
— ScoJt Sfatten.
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Vischer Ferry

August 26, 1998, 5:30 - 7:45 PM
Description: Our walk concentrated on shorebirds
since they seemed particularly numerous this year
and easily viewable. Common Nighthawks were

probably at their peak migration day as we spotted

nearly 20 over trie preserve. Also a large flock of

approximately 200 Chimney Swifts. We drove to
Ferry Drive to scan the mudflats along the Mo
hawk River, and saw what were most likely 4
Short-billed Dowitchers, several Semipalmated
Plovers, many Least Sandpipers, 4 Great Egrets
and a Red-bellied Woodpecker. Back at the pre
serve we had a nice close look at Common Snipe,
Least Sandpiper, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs,
Soutary Sandpiper, and Semipalmated Sandpiper.
Also a Least Flycatcher identified by its call note,
several Green Herons, 1 Hummingbird, and last but
not least a Wood Thrush heard calling.

Participants: David Tekian, Peggy Rudis, Larry
Deyss, Jean & Sam Katz, Diana Segovia, Doug
Steele, Marty Connor, Tina Markopoulos, Joe
Carey, Dale & Lillian Samuelson, Frank Murphy
(leader).

a long Dunlin-like bill, long wings like a White-

rumped Sandpiper, and a dark back with pale
streaks like a Pectoral Sandpiper. The sandpiper
was about Sanderling size in comparison to adja
cent Semipalmated Sandpipers. After a bird like this
everything must be an anticlimax, but what an
anticlimax. After all this was Jamaica Bay.
The walk around the West Pond to our encounter
with the bird of the day was full of pleasant distrac
tions. These included seven heron species with a
great field mark look at that tough identification,
immature Little Blue Heron, hordes of eclipse
plumage Northern Shovelers among eight other
waterfowl species, Forster's Terns, and many
shorebirds including Willet, Stilt Sandpiper, and

White-rumped Sandpiper. One of our number, Fed
eration member Linda Gette took the detour out to
the Terrapin Trail to check out the low tide bar and
was rewarded with a Royal Tern already sporting
a white forecrown. We routed our return walk to
look for this bird but it had left. We did have lots of
Common and Forster's Terns as well as many

Boat-tailed Grackles, the males reduced to stubtailed grackles by molt. We also had several great
looks at both adult and immature Yellow-crowned
Night-Herons, and a graceful patrol of yelping

Black Skimmers arrived to complete the scene.

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge
29 August 1998

After a picnic lunch next to headquarters we went

to the north end of the East Pond. We were

In retrospect the one week postponement of this
August's Jamaica Bay outing was very fortunate.
This annual August shorebird outing of HMBC,
this year combined with the Federation of New
York State Bird Clubs, coincided with the arrival of
a cosmic rarity at The Bay. On Thursday 27

August the first BROADBILLED SANDPIPER ever
seen in the lower 48 was spotted. We are happy to
report that everyone on the trip got to see THE
BIRD more than satisfactorily. The Broad-billed
Sandpiper is an uncommon shorebird ranging

from Lapland to eastern Siberia in a series of
small pockets of habitat. It winters in southeast
Asia and Australia, it is a rare migrant in western
Europe and a very rare fall visitor to western
Alaska. The bird was probably a juvenile given its
sparsely streaked breast and buff edged coverts
although many observers called it an adult. It has

rewarded with 16 Stilt Sandpipers and better yet
five Hudsonian and two Marbled Godwits. Jamaica
Bay continues to amaze, our final species tally
was 74 including. 17 shorebird species.

Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve /
Basic Creek Reservoir

6 September 1998
This year's Labor Day HMBC expedition to the
Huyck Preserve in Rensselaerville with a now
official annex trip to Basic Creek Reservoir was
lightly attended. Diana Segovia joined leaders
Walter Ellison and Nancy Martin for the Huyck
hike and Paula Read met us at Basic Creek
Reservoir in the afternoon.

Feathers
Attendance by birds was more substantial. We
found 49 species at the Huyck Preserve and a
further 14 at the reservoir. We decided against a

complete circuit of Myosotis Lake instead choos
ing to walk up to Lincoln Pond and return via the
main road to our cars and picnic lunch. We imme
diately found a family of Golden-crowned Kinglets
with adults still feeding noisy fledglings in the
spruce grove where we parked our cars. Birding
started slowly in the lakeside thickets although we
did find Belted Kingfisher, Soutary Sandpiper, and
a flock of seven juvenile Hooded Mergansers. It got

much 'birdier1 at the north end of the lake near its
main inlet. We encountered several small, active
flocks of migrants that featured warblers, vireos,
sapsuckers, and flycatchers. Highlights were
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher,
Indigo Bunting, Hummingbirds, 3 Wilson's Warblers
as well as 11 other warbler species.

On the drive down CR 408 to Basic Creek Reser

voir we found a handsome female Kestrel pa
trolling the hayfields. Upon our arrival at the reser
voir we soon found many of the specialties of this

excellent waterfowl spot. These included five Piedbilled Grebes, 19 American Wigeon, three Gadwall,

and 40 Ring-necked Ducks. After carefully checking
the seven waterfowl species on the water and

spotting four Great Blue Herons, two Doublecrested Cormorants, and several Turkey Vultures

rocking on set wings overhead we called it a day.

Wilson Powell Bird Sanctuary
September 19
A dozen birders gathered on September 19th for a
walk at Wilson Powell Bird Sanctuary in Columbia
County. The Sanctuary is maintained by the Alan
Devoe Bird Club and is comprised of a variety of
good habitat, including a pond, fields &
hedgerows, mixed forest, and an outcropping of
rock suitable for viewing passing raptors.
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opting to walk the dirt road rather than the path
across the field. This allowed us to approach the
pond from behind the blind so as not to flush the
waterfowl. We heard Ravens calling as we ap
proached and saw a pair of Eastern Phoebes in the
trees along the roadside. Gray Catbirds mewed
from this spot, Crows called in the distance, and a
few Goldfinches flew overhead, their "potato chip"
song and roller coaster flight making identification
easy.

Before we had a chance to scope out the pond,
we were treated to a remarkable display of avian
antics three Blue Jays harassing a Sharp-Shinned
Hawk. It was quite a sight to see. The Sharpie
landed in the bare branches of a dead pine tree
and tried to settle himself, but the Jays had other
plans for the hawk. They took turns swooping at
the Sharpie, a triple tag team approach, until the
Sharpie finally had enough and took to the air to
chase the Jays off. Having successfully rid himself
of the pesky Jays, the Sharpie repositioned him
self in the tree, only to be driven out again mo
ments later by the relentless Jays. This jousting
went on for quite some time, with the Sharpie
taking off after the Jays and then returning to his
perch several more times before the foursome
finally moved off. They settled down in the pines
on the opposite side of the pond and we thought
the commotion was over. However, the birds
erupted from the trees again and continued with
their antics. It was several more minutes before
they finally settled down long enough for us to turn
our attention to other things.
A search of the pond turned up several Wood
Ducks, including three females, and two males in
beautiful breeding plumage. The pond also hosted
a lone Belted Kingfisher which obliged us by flying
from its statuesque pose in the top of a dead tree,
to rattle its way across the swamp and land on a
stump sticking a few inches out of the water. A
Northern Flicker flew over, and just past the pond
a Ruby-crowned Kinglet was seen flitting around in

the trees. And if we're counting total species, we
can't leave out the American Robin that flew over or

The day began somewhat gray and overcast and
I was worried for a time that it would rain. Thank
fully, that was not the case. We began our walk at
the main entrance and headed out to the pond,

the flock of Rock Doves which shimmered across
the sky on the far side of the pond.

From the pond we headed back to the parking

Feathers
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area, this time via the path across the field. I was
disappointed to not see Waxwings in the trees
along the hedgerow. Previous September trips to
the sanctuary almost always turned up a flock of
these beauties, but that was not the case on this
trip. In fact, it was surprisingly quiet along this
stretch of the trail. We reconvened at the parking
lot, then hiked up the trail to "Dorson's Rock", a
small outcropping of rock overlooking the beautiful
Hudson River Valley and Catskill Mountains. On a
clear day, you can also see the SUNY campus in
Albany if you look north, but it was a bit too hazy
to see it clearly this day. What we did see clearly
from the Rock, however, was a Pileated Wood
pecker which flew in front of us, not too far out,
and right at eye level. What a pleasure to see this
magnificent Woodpecker at such close range.

The back ponds were almost dry, but supported
the activities of several Great Blue and Green
Herons and Great Egrets. A few shorebirds were
also present. We finished by walking west along
the woodland trails and back along the towpath. A
nice day!

Vischer Ferry
October 4

It was a little chilly at first, but warmed up to about
60 degrees by noon. There was lots of sun and

there were calm winds. Fifteen birders walked the
dirt road down to the southernmost ponds near the
main entrance. We had a few passerines on the
way in/out (Song Sparrow, White-throated Spar

As we prepared to head back down the trail, we

row, Catbird, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Wilson's

heard, but did not see, an Eastern Wood-Pewee.

Warbler, Downy Woodpecker, Cardinal). At the

Further down the trail we saw White-breasted

ponds, we had Great Egret, Great Blue Heron,
both Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Least Sand

Nuthatches foraging in the pine trees, and a fe
male Scarlet Tanager sitting quietly on the branch
of a maple tree. We heard a Tufted Titmouse call
repeatedly, and many a chipmunk loudly admon
ished us as we wound our way back to the parking
area. It was there that we encountered a pair of
Downy Woodpeckers and a Red-breasted Nuthatch.
The trip to this beautiful sanctuary was a most
pleasant way to spend a few hours of the last

official weekend of summer.

Vischer Ferry

September 26
The Whipple Bridge project is done and it give
Vischer Ferry Nature area
a classy entrance.
About 10 birders started over the bridge and along
the road on a foggy, warm morning. The bushes
bordering the road were full of White-throated,

Swamp and Song Sparrows.

Some Black-throated

Green and Yellow-rumped Warblers were also
seen.

piper, Common Snipe, American Pipit, and Killdeer.
Most observers had good looks at a close Swamp
Sparrow and a close Marsh Wren. Accipiters flew
by at least three times: one a Sharp-shinned Hawk

and another a Cooper's. There was a great look at
a young Northern Harrier and young Turkey Vul
ture.

Some of the group drove down to Ferry Drive. All
three common gulls were present (Great Blackbacked, Ring-billed, and Herring) as well as
Double-crested Cormorant, Wood Duck, Mallard
and Green-winged Teal. Shorebirds were few and
far between, but there was a winter plumaged
Black-bellied Plover in attendance. On the way
in/out we saw both Ruby-crowned and Goldenand
Eastern Phoebe.

crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped Warbler,

Four of us continued on to the easternmost park
ing lot of Vischer Ferry Preserve (the dry dock
area). Although it was pretty quiet (noonish by
now) there was a Winter Wren there. Total num
ber of species was 46.

Feathers
UpCOMJNq PROqRAMS
All programs held at 7:30 PM at the Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, Delmar,
unless noted otherwise

Franklin Mountain Hawkwatch
Monday, November 2,1998
Andy Mason of the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society will give a slide presentation on the Franklin Mt.
Hawkwatch, located along the Susquehanna River valley near Oneonta. Franklin Mt. is noted for good
late fall flights of Red-tailed Hawks and Golden Eagles. The site tied its record day for Goldens last fall
with a count of 27 on November 27. Andy Mason is Conservation Chair of the Audubon chapter and one
of the individuals responsible for restarting the hawkwatch in the late 1980s.

Seabirds of the Aleutian Islands
Monday, December 7,1998

HMBC member and former wildlife technician Lisa Meehan takes us to an Alaskan seabird paradise to
have a close up look at some of the world's most elusive seabirds. We'll follow along as biologists spend
3 1/2 months on a remote island in the Western Aleutians, studying the breeding chronology of thick-billed
murres, red and black legged kittiwakes, four species of auklets and storm petrels. We'll also have a first
hand look at the successful re-introduction program of the Aleutian Canada Goose, and see the
spectacular scenery and plant life of this amazing corner of our world. The program will be accompanied
by the Club's annual Christmas party, so bring your appetite and some dessert to share if you wish!

Mon Jan 4, speaker TBA
Mon Feb 1, speaker TBA

Mon Mar 1, Bob Budliger on "A Birding Odyssey - A New York Big Year"
Thurs Mar 11, SPECIAL JOINT PROGRAM with the Audubon Society of the Capital Region.
Library, 7:30 PM, speaker: Jeff Wells, on local Important Bird Areas

Colonie

Wed April 14, HMBC Annual Meeting and Banquet, Shaker Ridge Country Club, speaker John Green on
"Nature's Beauty and Nature's Will to Survive"
Mon May 3, Kevin Berner on the History, ecology and management of the Eastern Bluebird.

Feathers
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UpcoMiNq HMBC FiEld Trips
(Consult yourfield trip schedule or Birdline (439-8080) for trip details)

DEAD CREEK WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
Sat Oct 31 (NOTE NEW DATE!!)

Coordinator: Walter Ellison 456-6224 (Home) 442-4320 (Work)
This all day trip to one of the better waterfowl areas in Vermont should provide sightings of many geese,
possibly including snow geese or maybe a Ross1 Goose or a White-fronted goose. Other waterfowl and
raptors are also to be expected.

Meet at 7 a.m. at Executive Park behind Stuyvesant Plaza in Albany.
TOMHANNOCK RESERVOIR

Sun Nov1

Coordinator: Bill Gorman

477-4921

This morning trip around the Reservoir should yield loons and grebes, a variety of ducks (possibly
including sea ducks), and large numbers of geese. Meet at 8:30 a.m. on Lake Shore Drive near its
junction with Route 7 (at the west end of the causeway)
NIAGARA RIVER
Sat & Sun Dec5&6

Coordinator: Bill Lee

374-3426

Reservations by November 30th

The Niagara River, between Lakes Erie and Ontario, host thousands of gulls at this time of year. A wide

variety of gull species will be present.

We have a reasonable chance of finding Lesser Black-backed,

Little, Franklin's, Common Black-headed, Bonaparte's and White-winged Gulls,

plus Black-Legged

Kittiwake. This is a very good time of year for rare gulls.

Christmas Counts in Dec and Jan.

Field Trip Schedule In Preparation

The Club sponsors three Christmas counts:

The 1999 HMBC field trip schedule is currently

Schenectady County, So. Rensselaer County

being developed.

and Troy. Watch the Dec. newsletter for the

a field trip, please contact Joan Cipriani (374-

dates and the names of the compilers orga
nizing the field parties and territories.

If you are interested in leading

3729). Look for the 1999 field trip schedule along
with your December, 1998 Feathers.
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Eds. Note: The following press release was received from the New York State Department of Environ
mental Conservation

CORMORANT DISTURBANCE PROJECT ANNOUNCED FOR ONEIDA LAKE
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources
Director Gerald Barnhart today announced a six-week pilot program to test whether non-lethal control methods will
reduce the time double-crested cormorants spend on Oneida Lake.
The pilot program will employ visual and noise deterrents to discourage cormorants from roosting on islands in
Oneida Lake. Cormorant counts will demonstrate whether the program is effective at changing cormorant migration
behavior by reducing the duration of "stopover" on the lake. The U. S Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Wildlife
Services staff will draft a report analyzing the success of the efforts by Nov. 15,1998.
Visual and noise deterrents will be used on Oneida Lake on weekdays during the month of September. A variety of
noisemakers, streamers and strobe lights will be used on the islands where migrating cormorants usually roost.

"We recognize cormorant control is a controversial topic which is very important to local residents," Barnhart said.
"We want to evaluate these control methods to determine if they are effective. Any decision on cormorants needs to
be based on good science and sound research," added Barnhart.
The control efforts are being conducted by staff of the USDA Wildlife Services group, under contract to DEC and by
permit of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Public concern over the predation by fall-migrating cormorants on Oneida Lake's perch and walleye populations has
been mounting and was mentioned specifically in the final report of the Cormorant Task Group in 1995. Formed by
DEC, the Cormorant Task Group represented a wide range of interest groups and was directed to review the status
of cormorants in Eastern Lake Ontario and Oneida Lake. The Cormorant Task Group identified a number of
management recommendations including minimizing "the fall migration stopover of cormorants on Oneida Lake by

direct human harassment and/or mechanical harassment to minimize cormorant predation on walleye and yellow
perch."
Data collected recently by researchers at Cornell show that the bulk of predation on adult walleye occurs during the
cormorant's fall migration. "This cooperative effort between DEC, the USDA's Wildlife Services Group and Cornell is
designed to reduce cormorant predation of walleye and is responsive to the recommendations made by the Task
Group," Barnhart said.
Impacts to the health of the cormorants displaced from Oneida Lake should be minimal, since they are migrating and
will probably simply fly further south. The project should not affect waterfowl hunting opportunities, because it will be
completed at least ten days prior to the opening of duck hunting season on Oneida Lake.
The project has been designed to minimize any negative impacts to Lake residents and recreational boaters. DEC
and USDA staff have alerted local residents, interest groups and authorities about the project.
The Oneida Lake cormorant nesting population has increased from a single nesting pair in 1984 to 264 in 1997. The
fall migrant cormorant population now exceeds 2,500 birds and the impact on the fisheries resource is greatest at this
time.

For more information on the cormorant hazing effort, call DEC Regional Fisheries Manager Les Wedge or Regional
Wildlife Manager Jim Glidden at (607) 753-3095 or USDA Wildlife Services New York State Director Rich Chipman at
(518)477-4837.

V6oNs
Page 78

Feathers
BiRdiNq HisTORy

Editor's Note: This is reprintedfrom an article Scott wrote in 1975 describing his high school adventure in search
ofeastern North America's first documented Ross' Gull

BELLPORT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS VIEW RARE "ROSS1 GULL"
Last March, one of the greatest ornithological
events of the century occurred when a Ross' Gull
was sighted on the Merrimack River in Newburyport, Mass. As word of this significant find spread,
birders all over the East packed their gear and set
out to see the first Ross1 Gull ever sighted on the
East Coast. On Saturday, March 8, a group from
Suffolk County went up including myself and other

previous evening and stayed over. Hundreds were
at the wall by dawn and when we joined them the
gull had still not been sighted.

Gull.

The cold rain that had been falling all -1 morning
turned to snow and a chilling wind came up off the
water. The spirit of the crowd was getting lower. I
heard many comments of people who were an
noyed at having come this far for naught. As the
morning dragged on and the snow continued,
groups of people left to look for other rarities that
had been reported in the area, but all returned
"empty-handed". An elderly man suffered a heart
attack, but was reluctant to go to the hospital. I
saw his friends place him in a van; he still clutched
his binoculars and stared out at the river. I wished
he could have seen the bird before he got sick.

Our drivers were asking themselves that same

The coming and going of hundreds of people

question. We went to Suffolk Community College

created quite a traffic jam in little Newburyport.

where we were picked up by still another group of

Cars were parked in the street, on the dock, on

people. Then we settled down to a six-hour drive.

the sidewalk and on people's drives and lawns.

local students.

Now, you might wonder why would anyone get up
in the middle of the night and drive 300 miles just
to see a bird? We were asking ourselves this very
question as we stood in the dimly-lit street in
Bellport waiting for our ride at 3:00 in the morning
to take us north of Boston to see the rare Ross1

Cars of jeering "locals" cruised by, making duck

We arrived in Newburyport about 9:30 a.m. It is a
small suburban town north of Boston along the
Merrimack River. We stopped at a gas station for
directions to the seawall where the gull had been
sighted. A guy told us to "just turn right at the light,
go straight and the bird would be there!"

calls and shouting out their opinion of us "crazy
birders".
As morning became afternoon, a hopeful note was

raised when the snow slackened off and people
saw that the tide was going down. (The bird had

been seen at low tide on the previous day.)

Well, we found the seawall, but no bird. We did
find, however, the greatest congregation of bird
watchers I had ever seen in my life. They were
lined up along that quarter-mile wall, four deep, all
with binoculars, many with telescopes - thousands
of eyes trained on the Merrimack River hoping for
a glimpse of the bird they had come so far to see.
There were people from as far as California,
Arizona and Florida. Many had driven up through
the night as we had done; others had come the

At about 12:30, a shout of "I see him" was heard
from somewhere down the line, and directions
were frantically requested and received. The bird
was flying along the opposite bank of the river

(seen through the telescope); its wedge-shaped
tail and pigeon-like flight distinguishing it from the
other gulls. There was a great rush as people
struggled for space along the wall to set up their
scopes. The bird stayed for a few minutes, then

Feathers
went out of sight in the marshes of the far side.
People piled into their cars and rushed over to the
other side, but we went to lunch, being one of the
fortunate ones who had had a pretty good look at

it. We ate at a diner normally open only during the
summer tourist season but which had reopened to
accommodate the flood of winter birders. Busi
ness was booming!
After lunch, we went over to the marshes and got
a second look at the bird. This time it was sitting
by itself in the mud flats and its rosy-pink breast

was visible.
Fully satisfied and equally tired, we started the
long trek home. Why did I go - why did I do it?
Why do people climb Mountains?
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In Memory

On August 30, 1998, the birding community lost
one of its most generous members, and I lost a
good friend. Mr. Robert T. Smith of Sierra Vista,
Arizona, better know as Smitty, passed away just
2 weeks shy of his 80th birthday. Many readers of
Feathers will remember his name from Southeast
Arizona guidebooks at "the" person to contact
about finding Spotted Owls in Scheelite Canyon;
some will recall a lucky day when he took us up
the Canyon and showed us the owls. After a long
career with the U.S. Army, Smitty worked in a
civilian capacity at Fort Huachuca, finally retiring a
second time to spend full time birding, guiding
visiting birders, and keeping careful track of the
Spotted Owls of Scheelite Canyon. The following
is a statement I submitted to be read or posted at
a celebration of Smitty's life, held September 13
near the San Pedro River:
"I knew Smitty for 15 years, going back to when I
was a student at the University of Arizona and I
met him on a Tucson Audubon field trip. He took
me up Scheelite Canyon for the spotted owls, and
to New Mexico for the Whooping Cranes. We
birded together quite a bit and became good
friends. When I moved back East to work, we
stayed in touch frequently by phone; it was always
great to hear how the owls were doing, who he
had taken up the canyon, and what other species
were about. Smitty was as generous a man as I
have ever known, always willing to take someone
else up the canyon, never wanting anything in
return for it. If he had been up the canyon twice
already on one day, and he met someone as he
got down to the parking lot, if that person needed
help finding the owls, Smitty would turn around
again and go up a third time. As generous as he
was with visiting birders, he was just as protective
of the owls. At a time when birding ethics was
being surveyed and debated, Smitty lived ethical
birding and taught it by example. The birds come
first, plain and simple, and it was our privilege to
see them but do nothing to disturb them. It was
my privilege to know Smitty, and I hope the owls
will be watching over him wherever he is."
O-HCt
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PnoqnAM Reports

Adirondack Wildlife

just below that of an icebreaker; accommodations
were adequate but not luxurious and the smaller

HMBC's '97 - '98 program season ended on June

tour size ensured greater access to the Zodiacs

1 with a fine photographic presentation by the

for shore excursions.

ever-popular Warren Greene. Perfectly timed to
precede an upcoming North Country field trip,

larger ship might have been less affected by the

Warren's program featured nesting warblers of the
We were treated to spectacular

Adirondacks.

shots of nesting American Red Starts, Magnolia,
Blue-winged and Black and White Warblers, as
well as Yellow Warblers feeding young, and two
young Chestnut-sided Warblers about to fledge.

As we will see, however, a

tumultuous seas of the Drake Passage! Beginning
from Syracuse, they made multiple stops before
finally arriving by plane at Ushuaia, Argentina, the
most southerly city in the world. Before embarking
on the ship, they had some time for land birding,
including Argentina's famed Tierra del Fuego Na
tional Park, where they saw Andean Condor!
Other birds on or near the tip of South America

In addition to the beautiful warblers, Warren also

included South American Tern, dolphin gull, kelp

shared his dramatic and crisp pictures of nesting

gull

Common Loons, Spruce Grouse taken at Spring

Moldinavsky in the evening, they set sail down the

Pond Bog, Brown Creeper feeding young, Wood
Thrush on a nest at Willie Road Marsh, and many
others.

a 2-day, 600-mile voyage to the Antarctic Penin
sula, and the Drake Passage includes some of the

and

kelp

goose.

Boarding

the

Beagle Channel I en route for the open sea.

worst sailing weather in the world.

Prof.
It is

They started

The program also included some lovely pictures of
moths, including Cecropia, Polyphemis, Luna, and
the entire life cycle of the Promethia Moth.

far enough south to avoid the Roaring 40's, but

Some of Warren's most beautiful pictures included
those of the flowers of the Adirondacks. Showy,
Pink, Yellow and Ram's Head Lady Slippers,
along with other Adirondack orchids such as Rose
Begonia and White-fringed Orchid, were dis
played.

with only (!) a 15 - 20 foot following sea, and this

had to run the gauntlet of the Furious 50's and, still
worse, the Screaming 60's (referring to degrees

south latitude).

The first day was relatively calm,

enjoyable day of birding (black-browed and wan
dering albatrosses) lulled them into believing that

the terror of the Drake Passage was overrated.
Thus, the second day came as an unpleasant
surprise, with its 40 - 55 knot wind and 30-plus

foot seas! Moving about the ship was extremely

As always, Warren Greene's pictures made a
spectacular visual experience. This program was

enjoyed by many, and was a fine conclusion to our
1997-1998 season.

Antarctica

On a warm September evening, Sue and John
Adair took us on a journey to "the coldest, windi
est, driest place on earth," Antarctica. They de
scribed a tour they had taken there in January of
1996, aboard the 234 foot, 40-passenger former

Soviet research vessel the Professor Muldinavsky.

Well suited to Antarctic travel, the ship was rated

difficult due to its violent movement in the waves,
not that they much felt like doing anything. They
described staying in their cabin and watching fur
niture slide about, then overturn, and themselves
sliding from one end of their berths to the other as
the ship rolled sickeningly, making them wonder
just how far it could go without overturning. They
passed the time by devising a wind scale, estimat
ing the wind speed by the extent to which objects
moved about their cabin. Mercifully, by the next
morning the sea was calm and they were within
the friendly, iceberg-filled confines of the Antarctic
Peninsula. In their four full days actually at Antarc
tica, they visited Gentoo and Chinstrap penguin
colonies and saw 3 Adelie Penguins as well. The
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Gentoos were at all stages of development. Evidence of penguins was present as well, in the form of both
penguin footprints and penguin trails over the ice and snow. Predators of penguins were present as well,
including the leopard seal which will shake a penguin so hard that it actually skins it. Among other
species, they saw elephant seals, snow petrel and snowy sheathbill. After tour days among glaciers,
icebergs, penguins and petrels, they had to go home, with the full knowledge that "home" lay on the other
side of the Drake Passage!

Hawk ID Workshop
In a workshop jointly sponsored by the Hawk Watch and Program Committees, Chris Vredenburg of
Oneonta, compiler for 8 years of the Franklin Mountain Hawk Watch, highlighted the basic and fine points
of identifying the hawk species likely to be encountered at an upstate NY hawkwatch. Following up on the
slides, a video, primarily recorded at Franklin Mountain, gave a good picture of both the flight characteris
tics and the real-life difficulties of identifying a rapidly moving hawk on the wing. Chris was a good
teacher, and this workshop honed our skills for the '98 hawk watching season.

A Letter of Thanks

To:

Daniel F. Ruge, Membership Chairman

From: Will Aubrey
I became an active member of the HMBC a year ago to repay in part a longstanding debt of gratitude and
to acknowledge the appreciation I feel for what HMBC members Bob Marx and Arthur Long have given to

me over many years. This year I'll not be renewing my active membership. Instead I am elevating my level
of commitment by becoming a life member. I again express my continued deep felt thanks to Msrs. Marx
and Long and additionally to Mr. Bob Budliger for what may seem to him a casual and offhand transaction.
I prefer to think of it as his style. During a recent HMBC event I stepped forward to offer my birding
knowledge and, as so often seems to happen to a budding birder, I was less than accurate. Being an
educator I am acutely aware of the sensitivity needed to deal with neophyte learners and Bob treated me
most kindly as he amplified my information without reproach and gently nudged me back to the books to

refine my identification technique. I learned a great deal from that exchange and have been applying what
I learned at every opportunity. I feel truly stroked and warmed to be in the company of persons such as
these.

Finally, I want to thank Bob Kirker. Certainly anyone who has met this gentleman knows the enthusiasm,
commitment, and shear pleasure he brings to hawk watching. If raptors aren't contagious, Bob is. While

Bob Marx, Arthur Long, and Bob Budliger have changed my life, Bob Kirker has changed my future. Now,
my New Year's Day of renewal occurs mid-September scanning the skies above Thacher Park. My
October revolves around Cape May. April finds me glued to the weather channel extrapolating the winds

and conditions above Derby Hill. And the rest of my free time is structured around what birds are soaring
where. I thank you Bob. Thank you, one and all.
To the general membership of HMBC I want to say how stunned I am at the width, depth, and breadth of
your program offerings. I had no idea. I look forward to hopefully being able to contribute more than just
financially to the organization in the future.
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Eds. Note: The following press release was received from National Audubon of New York
MUCKRACE BATTLE YIELDS THREE-WAY TIE
Seneca Falls, NY, Sept. 12 - More than forty
birders in fourteen teams from throughout the
western tier competed Saturday in the Second
Annual Montezuma Muckrace, a sporting event to
raise money for bird conservation in the Mon
tezuma Wetland Complex. The event is hosted by
the National Audubon Society and its Owasco
Valley chapter and by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Following strict rules and staying within a

break for the entire 21-hour period arriving ex

hausted and with bloodshot eyes at the 9:00 PM
finish. "It's hard to keep up the enthusiasm some
times at 4 in the morning when you've been up
since midnight and you've only been able to get
three or four species," said Matt Medler of the
Wild Birds Unlimited team. "And by mid-afternoon
when you're exhausted you really have to stay

focused in order to be in the running."

275-square mile area centered on the Montezuma

National Wildlife Refuge, teams of three or more
people had 21 hours to identify as many bird

A youth team sponsored by the Creative Kids

species as possible. Many of the state's top bird

provided by the American Birding Association.

ers competed in the event. 'The caliber of the
people competing was incredible," said Bill Grow,

Birds Unlimited in Ithaca and Johnson City, Roger

President of Owasco Valley Audubon. "It was a
who's-who of the best known birders from upstate
New York."

Tory Peterson Institute, Cornell Lab of Ornithol
ogy, Nature Sound Studio, Marsh Creek Manufac
turing, The Birdhouse, Old Bird Co-op, and the

store in Ithaca found 56 species and won prizes
Prizes for the adult teams were donated by Wild

Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge.
Incredibly, three teams tied for first place with 116
species. The first-place teams included two Ithaca
teams, the Wild Birds Unlimited Goatsuckers and
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Sapsuckers and a
Buffalo area team sponsored by Ecology and
Environment Inc. Second place was taken by the
Eaton Birding Society team from Geneva with 110
species and third place by the Cayuga Bird Club
team from Ithaca with 108 species. Other teams
hailed from Syracuse, Rochester, Jamestown,
Elmira, Fredonia, Auburn, and Canandaigua.
Surprisingly, the three top teams each used differ
ent strategies to come up with their winning num
bers. "We kept checking the same 8 or 10 spots
between the Refuge and Savannah over-and-over
all day but the Wild Birds Team spent most of the

day bicycling around Howland Island and the Buf
falo team apparently just drove around looking for
good looking spots," said Steve Kelling of the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology team.
Along with skilled eyes and ears and a sharp
memory for remembering the identifying field
marks of hundreds of species of birds, the Muckrace requires incredible stamina. Many teams be
gin exactly at midnight and continue without a

The Muckrace raised $1500 in this, its second
year. Revenue from last year's event was used to
purchase a Purple Martin house for the refuge and

to fund a radio-tracking study of Sora and Virginia

Rails; secretive chicken-like marsh birds about
which relatively little is known. 'The Muckrace is a
great way for birders to show their support for
conservation efforts while having a great time
seeing an incredible abundance and diversity of
birds," said Jeff Wells, Director of Bird Conserva
tion for National Audubon of New York. "We can
see from the number of participants that birders
really care about conserving bird habitats."

The Montezuma Wetland Complex was the first
global level Important Bird Area designated by
National Audubon in New York State. The com
plex supports over a half million waterfowl each
year, thousands of migratory sandpipers, and en
dangered species like Bald Eagles and Peregrine
Falcons.
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Ann B'Rells
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Schenectady, NY
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355-5615
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6 Knob Hill Rd.
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Secretary:
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477-2980

Gregg Recer
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12020
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William Lee
Linda PanCarl George
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Sunny Gooding
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BIRDLINE of E. NEW YORK: (518) 439-8080

Reminder!!
All HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members.
Board meetings take place the second Monday of every odd-

numbered month. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center at

Send articles, clip-art
photos, artwork to:
Feathers
06 Cathy Graichen
23 Scotch Mist Way
Ballston Spa NY 12020

7:00 PM.

Web Site On Line

or via e-mail to:

It's "official" - The Hud son-Mo hawk
recerg@crisny.org

Bird Club website may be found at:
http://members.xoom.com/hmbc/
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Cornell's Project Feederwatch
Join people across the nation who participate
in Cornell Lab of Ornithology research. Enroll
in Project Feederwatch. Record the number
of birds at your backyard feeders every two
weeks and report them to the Lab on paper
or on-line.
Participants receive a newsletter with data
summaries.

The cost to participate is $15 ($12 for CLO
members).
Call 800-843-BIRD now to enroll.
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An ExtraUmitaL Report: Cobscook Bay, Maine, an<I Environs

My wife Alex and

I

spent

September

5

through 12, 1998 vacationing near Cobscook
Bay in Edmunds, Maine. The vacation mostly
was spent visiting with family and friends
(a.k.a., non-birders), but we did actively bird
wherever we went. However, it was not
specifically a birding trip. Still, the list tallied 54
species by the time we packed the car to
head home and it included species from alcids to warblers. Lifers for me included
Dovekie (from shore) and American Golden
Plover. And, even the non-birders among our
group enjoyed spectacular views of Bald Ea
gles. Everyone, birders included, also de
lighted in seeing seals, porpoises, the chance
to see whales from shore, and the impressive
tides occurring at that latitude.
Edmunds, Maine, on Cobscook Bay is one of
the easternmost towns in the United States
(Lubec, a few miles away, claims to be the
easternmost town and Eastport across the
mouth of the bay claims easternmost city
status). Cobscook Bay State Park and the
Edmunds Unit of the Moosehorn National
Wildlife Refuge are located within town lines.
From Edmunds, we went on day trips to the
cliff trail at Quoddy Head State Park, the pier
in the City of Eastport, the mud flats in the
Town of Lubec, and all over Campobello Is
land in New Brunswick, Canada. They are all
excellent birding spots. And, that is not just
my opinion; I suggest reading about the area
in A Birder's Guide to Maine (Pierson, Pierson

and Vickery 1996). You may be familiar with
Campobello Island as the summer home of
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, whose

"cottage" is still there and is open to the
public. It also boasts two points from which, if
you are lucky, you can see whales from
shore.

Cobscook Bay is a body of water that opens
into the Bay of Fundy. It is comprised of many
Jong fingerlike coves and is fed by many tidal
streams running through many tidal ponds.
The surrounding forest appeared to be domi
nated by conifers with some deciduous trees
mixed-in.

The area is well known for its impressive
tides, which average 20 feet. As you might
imagine, at low tide extensive mud flats are
exposed. The scene was entirely different at

continued ....
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chickadees were the tip-off; find the chickadees
and you find the warblers. There were lots of
Black-capped Chickadees present each day, and
this week they had a number of friends. (Although,
I did not get the Boreal Chickadee I was hoping
for.) Quite a few tail-pumping Palm Warblers were
present most mornings. One morning I was
treated to an adult male Blackburnian in its yel
lower fall plumage, singing a short song as he
flitted from tree to tree. Also singing sporadically
was a Black and White Warbler. In the same spot,
an adult male Black-throated Green Warbler and
an immature Yellow-rumped Warbler quietly flitted
about. On another morning In a different spot, in a
line of conifers, a large flock of Golden-crowned
Kinglets called as they actively flitted from branch
to branch. Common Yellowthroats were indeed
common, calling and occasionally singing from the
thickets.

Other song birds were plentiful as well. A life bird
for me, of which I heard and saw many this trip,
was the White Winged Crossbill. A family of
Golden-shafted Flickers was nearby. An Olivesided Flycatcher sat atop a dead snag along a trail
up to Crane's Mountain (just outside the wildlife
refuge) where Dark-eyed Junco and an unidenti
fied thrush flushing to a low perch (Hermit?) were
found. On the same hike we enjoyed the musical
accompaniment of Red-breasted Nuthatch. Along
the bay, White-throated Sparrow sang halfheart
edly and Song Sparrows called from low shrubs.
Belted Kingfishers were abundant, chattering
loudly as they flew over the bay and the ponds.
American Goldfinch were active and American
Robins were still present. Mourning Doves were
heard from perches in trees and utility wires.
Curiously, on the first day, I saw one Chimney
Swift, but I saw it only for a moment and it did not
return. On Campobello Island a Hairy woodpecker
called vociferously (they do sound different from
Downy woodpeckers!) as it checked-out a tree.
Quoddy Head State Park produced Cedar
Waxwing. In many areas, there were Blackcapped Chickadees, as mentioned above. And,
for the sake of completeness, I suppose I have to
include the Starlings and Pigeons seen.

Corvids were well represented, regardless if they
called, cawed or croaked. What would have been
another life bird for me, had I a much better view
of it, was the Gray Jay I got a fleeting glimpse of
(did I?) as it rapidly flew by, calling. Blue Jays
were easily seen and heard, as were American
Crows. More enjoyable for me, since I rarely see
them, were the Common Ravens I heard and saw
flying overhead, sometimes flapping, sometimes
gliding and sometimes soaring; they were fun to
watch.
The hawk watcher in me also was pleased or,

more accurately, thrilled. (You would be too!) I
already mentioned the adult Bald Eagles flying
right over head. Word has it that they fledged a
chick on an island across from Cobscook Bay
State Park this year. An Osprey caught a fish as
all of us watched. An adult Broad-winged Hawk
soared over me, showing the wide band on its tall
nicely; apparently, the bird was not migrating yet
as it was soaring in a northerly direction. Both
adult and immature Sharp-shinned Hawks were
out and about in the mornings, no doubt looking
for warblers as I was. Also active were Merlin,
which chased almost anything in their path. For
instance, while canoeing along the shore of the
Cobscook Bay I watched a Merlin chase a Belted
Kingfisher -1 am not sure which bird was bigger, in
addition, a raptor with a steel-blue back shining in
the sun (I am guessing a Merlin) flew out from the
forest on Campobello island to chase shorebirds

Feathers
over the ocean. Also on Campobello island was an
adult female Northern Harrier hunting and, yes,
more adult Bald Eagles.
Did I mention shorebirds? There were shorebirds
aplenty, flying in huge flocks back and forth, this
way and that. Identified were Greater Yellowlegs,
Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Plover, and
American Golden Plover, although, no doubt,
there were many more species about. The Least
Sandpipers and Semipalmated Plovers were
found at several locations including Campobello
Island and Cobscook Bay. Greater Yellowlegs
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morant were present on the rocks on the head

lands. Also from the headlands, I saw Black
Guillemot and, to my great delight, Dovekie; little
tuxedo-wearing birds with no necks and the funni
est little wings. I saw the Dovekie from East
Quoddy Head on Campobello island, near the
East Quoddy Head lighthouse, which you can get
to only at low tide - you actually cross the sea bed
(two different sections of it, climbing up and down

ladders) to get there. Common Eiders were found
in rafts just off the beach on Campobello island.
And, somewhere in there a White Winged Scoter
flew by.

were common all around the bay. I listened for

their three-noted whistle since I often did not have
another bird to compare size. I found the Ameri
can Golden Plovers on the Lubec mud flats; the
adults were molting between their summer and
winter plumages, while the juveniles were in fresh

plumage with conspicuous superciliums. Many,
many enjoyable hours could be whiled away in
Lubec, scoping shorebirds in early September.
The gulls and terns were good as well. I particu
larly enjoyed the large flocks of Bonaparte's Gulls,
which I could almost mistake for terns as they flew
low over the water of the bay. Herring Gulls were
everywhere, sometimes interspersed with Ringbilled Gulls. Greater Black-backed Gulls more
usually were found near the headlands, as op

posed to the wooded cores of Cobscook Bay.
Gulls by the hundreds (if not thousands) were
seen from Eastport, near a phenomenon called
the Old Sow, a whirlpool between Eastport and
nearby Deer Island, New Brunswick (Pierson);
many more hours could be spent here, no less
enjoyably. Common terns (a passing birder from
Boston questioned if they were Arctic) were found
throughout the area.
And, alcids, ducks and geese were seen, too.
Canada Geese and American Black Duck were

around Cobscook Bay each day and would fly out
to the deeper water of the bay to spend the night.
(What with the coyotes howling at night, I thought
it was a good idea that they did!) Common Loons
could be heard and seen regularly. Hooded Mer
gansers were present on Cobscook Bay. Doublecrested Cormorant were abundant and Great Cor

Now, in what category (pigeon hole?) do I put the
Great Blue Heron that was often near the bay?
Well, regardless of where I put the heron, it clearly
fits into a much larger picture of fantastic birding at
Cobscook Bay. No matter whether you specialize
in squinting at the colorful little birds flitting about
the trees until the warbler-neck becomes dis
abling, or in straining every sense to catch the jizz
of a passing raptor before it heads over the trees,
or in staring bleary-eyed through a scope for hours
at probing shorebirds until the tide comes in and
swamps your tripod, Cobscook Bay and environs
has a spot for you.
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seen regularly. Hooded Mergansers were present on Cobscook Bay. Doubie-crested Cormorant
were abundant and Great Cormorant were present on the rocks on the headlands. Also from the
headlands, I saw Black Guillemot and, to my great delight, Dovekie; little tuxedo-wearing birds
with no necks and the funniest little wings. I saw the Dovekie from East Quoddy Head on
Campobello island, near the East Quoddy Head lighthouse, which you can get to only at low tide
- you actually cross the sea bed (two different sections of it, climbing up and down ladders) to get
there. Common Eiders were found in rafts just off the beach on Campobello island. And,
somewhere in there a White Winged Scoter flew by.
Now, in what category (pigeon hole?) do I put the Great Blue Heron that was often near the bay?
Well, regardless of where I put the heron, it clearly fits into a much larger picture of fantastic
birding at Cobscook Bay. No matter whether you specialize in squinting at the colorful little birds
flitting about the trees until the warbler-neck becomes disabling, or in straining every sense to
catch the jizz of a passing raptor before it heads over the trees, or in staring bleary-eyed through
a scope for hours at probing shorebirds until the tide comes in and swamps your tripod,
Cobscook Bay and environs has a spot for you.

CROSSWORd PUZZLE — WiNTER BlRdlNq

Ed's Notes: Here's another crossword. The marked clues (*) are particularly birding-related. Good luck!

ACROSS
1. Admired Hero
5. Wild party
10. Autumnal tool
14. Variable star
15. The
Sanction
(75 movie)

16. Black Cuckoos *
17. Was aware of
18.
19.
20.
22.
24.
25.
26.

29.
30.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

Type of football
November 3rd duty
Like some knives
"Goodnight" girl
Yalie
Meal or secret follower
Start of famous JFK

request it

Tylenol relieves this
If, and, or companion
Spear
splints
Pitcher's stat
Soft, white cheese
Bee's weapon

38. Verve, dash
39. Have dinner
40. Soldier's marching or
der
41. Acrobat's walking

pole "k
42. Type of curve or letter
43. Gear teeth
44. Photographer's request

45. Jumped into the pool *
46. Poet's "over"
47. To delve into things
49. Egyptian power

source *

54.
55.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

warbler
Word with brief or para
New Rochelle college
In addition
Call forth or summon
Feds
Parakeets or canaries

e.g.

62. Showed violent anger
63. Spreading evergreen

DOWN
1. Pen or squid emissions
2. Completed
3.
and done with
4. Name in 1962 Oscar

movie *
5. Scram! *
6. Money for gondola rides
7. Old and wrinkly
8. Dr. Sun Yat-

9. Behind in the polls *
10. Poe's avian speaker *
11. Soon, shortly

12. Franklin flyer *
13. Schenectady-Troy di
rection

21.
vera (cream)
23. Raced
25. Famous horse, Old
26. U.S. playwright Edward
27. Namesakes of baker
Lee

28. Weaves, unites

29.
30.
31.
32.
34.

Rizzuto and Silvers
Prove false
USSR mountains
French aunt
Word with name or
hand

37. Ditchdigger *
38. A long time *
41. Mets' home

43. Corn center *
44. Hood-shaped *
45. Old fogies *
47.
48.
49.
50.

Brazilian soccer star
Put it to
Astonished
"For Pete's
"

51. Rounded church roof
52. Once more, again
53. Le
, France,
race site
54. Modern hip music
56. Adolph's moll
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Important Bind Areas of New YoRk IdENTifiEd iN Book
by NatjonaL AuduboN SociETy wiTh HElp From BiRdERS across tIie State
For more information:

David J. Miller at (518) 869-9731, or Dr. Jeffrey Wells at (607) 254-2441
Albany, NY, Oct. 6 - The National Audubon Society of New York State today issued a comprehensive
report describing 127 Important Bird Areas throughout New York State.
At a press briefing in Bird Hall in the State Museum in Albany, David J. Miller, executive director of the
National Audubon Society of New York State described the book as the culmination of more than two and
a half years of cooperative work. This has involved hundreds of members of the state's birding
community who have visited and nominated the Important Bird Area or IBA sites. It provides the blueprint
for bird conservation in New York state," Miller said.
Dr. Jeffrey Wells, director of bird conservation for the National Audubon Society of New York State, said
that more than 200 sites had been nominated. Each had been reviewed by a technical committee using
international criteria and standards. The end result, "Important Bird Areas of New York State," lists the
sites chosen, describes the birds that are found there and the existing or potential threats to the birds'
survival at each site. "This book is the result of the collaborative work of many, many people and
organizations," Wells said. The many partners include the Federation of New York Bird Clubs, New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York Natural Heritage Program, Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, the US Department of Defense, The Nature Conservancy and Partners in Flight.
IBA sites, as shown on the accompanying maps, extend from Montauk Point on Long Island to the
Niagara River Gorge, from Jamaica Bay to the High Peaks of the Catskill and Adirondack parks. Using
information from this report the State of New York has already enacted legislation to improve manage
ment on state lands identified as Important Bird Areas - some 83 sites are on public lands or are a mix of
public/private lands - and the state has begun a process to designate Bird Conservation Areas in state
parks and on other public lands, implementing the law signed by Gov. George E. Pataki in September,
1997.

Commissioner John Cahill of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation said:
"Governor Pataki has taken a personal interest in our efforts to implement the Bird Conservation Area law.
The work of the National Audubon Society of New York State to catalog and characterize the important
bird areas of New York will be a great help to DEC, the Office of Parks Recreation and Historic
Preservation, and the Department of State as we move forward to fulfill Governor Pataki's commitment to
conserve New York's birds and the state-owned habitat that supports them. Commissioner Castro and
Secretary Treadwell join me in thanking the National Audubon Society of New York State for their efforts
to advance bird conservation."
For each of the state's IBAs the book contains a summary with a site description, an explanation of the
site's importance to birds, and conservation issues of concern. This information will have a variety of
uses both in setting priorities for current bird conservation work and also in helping municipal planners
and developers in steering clear of sensitive habitat areas. National Audubon is using the information in
the IBA book as a blueprint for its own bird conservation programs in the state.

To receive a copy of the book send a check for $15 to the National Audubon Society of New York State,
IBA Book, 200 Trillium Lane, Albany, NY 12203.
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1999 Membership Renewal!!!

It's that time once again! Please look for your HMBC

membership renewal form that was mailed along with this
issue of Feathers. Renewing promptly will assure you
uninterrupted delivery of Feathers and of other HMBC no
tices and information. Thanks!!

Field Trip Reports
Tomhannock Reservoir
November 1, 1998

A group of HMBC birders met at the reservoir. It was a nice day, partly cloudy with some sun. There was
a mild breeze blowing and a chill in the air. We checked both ends of the causeway where we found 2
Oldsquaw, a female Surf Scoter, a Common Loon plus substantial numbers of Canada Geese, Ruddy Ducks,
Common Goldeneye, Common Mergansers and Hooded Mergansers. We moved along the east side of the
reservoir where we hoped to get a better look at the loon, but were unable to locate it. While searching for
the loon we noticed dozens of Snow Geese flying over and landing on the south side of the causeway. We
located a Belted Kingfisher, several Double-crested Cormorants and had good views of some active
Hooded Mergansers. As we moved further along, we watched several Common Loons, 3 Red-necked Grebes,
a male Surf Scoter and a Great Blue Heron. At the north end of the reservoir we found a lone Snow
Bunting. At the pumping station we added a number of land birds, a Pied-billed Grebe and several
Ring-necked Ducks. We ended the trip with 39 species.
Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Snow
Goose, Canada Goose, Green-winged Teal, American Black Duck, Mallard, Northern Shoveler, Ring-necked
Duck, Oldsquaw, Surf Scoter, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser, Common Merganser, Ruddy Duck,

Red-tailed Hawk, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Rock Dove, Belted Kingfisher,
Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chick
adee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, American Robin, European Starling, Northern Cardinal,
Song Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Snow Bunting, American Goldfinch

V6oN692
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WhiThER CARpodACUS mex'icanus UkA House FiNch)?

Ed's Note: The Publication Committee chair recently received a letter from Founding Member Rudd
Stone. Mr. Stone began birding the year Roger Tory Peterson's first field guide was published —1934
— while a member of the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club. That Club was the progenitor of the Schenectady
Bird Club which later was renamed to Hudson-Mohawk. Mr. Stone studied under Prof. A. A. Allen at Cor
nell in the early 1940's and later was a licensed bird bander. Mr. Stone currently resides in Agawan, MA.
At the end of the letter Mr. Stone asks a question about the status of House Finches in the HMBC area.

That portion of the letter is reprinted below followed by an attempt to at least partially answer it.
....In the recent "Feathers" I see no mention of House Finch. They have greatly declined
and many birders seem to have trouble distinquishing them from Purple Finches, which
are reported. But they nest (House Finches) regularly in Massachusetts, mainly in low
lands. They are scarce now. That is the glitch I see in the reporting... I thought I'd see if
you could answer that question. Are they really gone?
Cordially,
Rudd Stone

As most eastern birders are probably aware, House Finch is not a native species in eastern North Amer

ica. House Finches were imported to Long Island in the 1940's from the western US (where they are na
tive) for the pet trade and some were subsequently released to the wild. They have successfully spread
throughout much of the eastern US and are now just beginning to come in contact with native western
populations in the central part of the country.

About 5 years ago reports began to appear of House Finches in the east with some sort of eye disease.
The problem was subsequently determined to be a bacterial eye infection due to Mycoplasma gallisep-

ticum. This epidemic infection has spread through House Finch populations in the northeast and mid-

western US and has been tracked for the last four winters by Cornell University through observations
made by Project Feederwatch participants (updates appear in the Laboratory of Ornithology newsletter

Birdscope including vol. 11, no. 1, Winter 1997 and vol. 12, no. 3, Summer 1998). Participants in Project
Feederwatch report maximum numbers of all bird species observed at their feeders bi-weekly over the
course of the winter feeding season (Nov. - Mar.). With many participants (currently over 20,000) and
longitudinal coverage throughout the winter, this is probably the most complete data set on status of win
tering feeder birds in the US and Canada. Data from Project Feederwatch appear to reflect a
widespread decline in eastern House Finches beginning in 1993 (Figure 1). The percentage of all Feed
erwatch participants who report seeing any House Finches at their feeders any time during the Feeder

watch reporting period has stayed essentially the same or increased somewhat from 1988 -1998 in four

Feathers

Page 93

eastern US regions (about 80 - 90 %). However, the average number of birds seen at one time at feeders has de
creased from peaks in 1992. Average House Finch levels at feeders in the winter ending in 1998 declined by about
40 - 50% from the 1992 peak levels in the four eastern regions. Records from my home's feeders show no House
Finches observed in 1996, only two records of one or two birds in 1997 and oniy one pair in 1998, while they had
been regular and more numerous throughout the summer at our feeders in 1995 and preceeding years.
So, there is some evidence that House Finches have become less numerous in much of the east in recent years
and there is a strong temporal association between this decline and the Mycoplasma epidemic. According to the

1998 Birdscope update, it does not appear that the epidemic has subsided yet, at least in some parts of the eastern
range. There's speculation that limited genetic variability in this introduced population may have made them particu
larly susceptible to such an epidemic. Whether they're gone for good, however, remains to be seen.
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Figure 1. Trends in House Finch observations reported in the Project Feederwatch annual winter feeder
survey. Left-hand scales and black squares (■; upper curves) show the percentage of all partipating
feeders reporting any House Finches during the survey period (Nov. - Mar. each year). Right-hand
scales and grey diamonds (&; lower curves) show the average maximum number of individual House

Finches reported at participating feeders. Horizontal scales are years. The four regions include New
England through Virginia and west through the Illinois. Data source: Project Feederwatch online data fa
cility — http://birdsource.cornell.edu/pfw
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ThE New HudsoN-MohAwk Bind Club Field ChEckLisT
Rece*, PutticAtio* Committee
The 41st supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union (AOU) Checklist of North American Birds
came out in 1997 and resulted in quite a large number of significant changes in not only common and
systematic names of bird species, but in the organization of whole groups of species at the family, and
even order levels. This major supplement has implications for state-wide and regional checklists including
the HMBC regional checklist.
The last HMBC field checklist was published in 1984. Hudson-Mohawk revised the species listed on its
regional checklist as part of the 1996 birding guide project to better reflect only those species that are
known to regularly occur in the HMBC region. However, no new field cards were printed at that time. At
the same time this issue of Feathers went to press a newly revised HMBC field checklist was also
delivered to the printer. This checklist contains the identical collection of species that appear in the 1996
checklist revision done for the birding guide, but also incorporates changes in checklist order to be
consistent with the AOU list (this also maintains consistency with the Checklist of the Birds of New York
State, revised in March, 1998 by the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs). These new field cards
should be available for field trip distribution and for individual sale in January, 1999. A brief summary of
the major changes reflected in the new checklist follows.
The Family of New World Vultures (Cathartidae) is moved from the Hawks, Eagles, Falcons, etc. (Order
Falconiformes) to the Storks (Order Ciconiidae).
The Family containing Swans, Geese and Ducks (Anatidae) has been extensively rearranged.

The order of Families in the songbird Order (Passeriformes) has been fairly extensively re-worked. The
new order is:
Tyrant Flycatchers
Shrikes
Vireos
Corvids
Larks
Swallows
Chickadees & Titmice
Nuthatches

Creepers
Wrens

Thrushes
Mimic Thrushes
Starlings
Wagtails & Pipits
Waxwings
Wood Warblers
Tanagers
New World Sparrows

Kinglets
Old World Warblers & Gnatcatchers

Grosbeaks & Buntings
Blackbirds & Orioles
Finches
Old World Sparrows

Several passerine sub-families formerly placed under the families Emberizidae and Muscicapidae have
been raised back to full family status. Family separations in the checklist reflect these changes.

Solitary Vireo is split into three species.
Blue-headed Vireo.

The form commonly appearing in our region is renamed to

The order of swallow species is changed to place Barn Swallow directly after Bank Swallow.

Feathers
UpCOMJNq PROqRAMS
NOTE: Jan, Feb and March programs will be held at COLONIE TOWN LIBRARY (Albany Shaker
Rd. and Maxwell Rd, off 1-87 Exit 4). In order to complete meetings by the library's 9 PM closing
time, programs will start promptly at 7:30 PM. Announcements will be at 7:15 PM.

Mon Jan 4, Bill Gorman North American Shorebirds
The shorebirds of North America include 5 Families representing approximately 25 Genera and 85
Species of birds.
Shorebirds exhibit a variety of shapes and sizes and their plumages change
continuously throughout the year. As a result, shore bird identification is difficult and vexing, even for
experienced birders. HMBC member Bill Gorman will show us his moving pictures of North American
Shorebirds which took many years to photograph and assemble.
Mon Feb 1, Ecology and Management of a Globally Rare Ecosystem: The Albany Pine Bush
Preserve, Neil Gifford. The Albany Pine Bush Preserve and the Preserve Commission were created by
the New York State legislature in 1988. The Albany Pine Bush is home to two globally rare ecosystems,
and a variety of rare plant and animal species including the federally endangered Karner blue butterfly.
This presentation will provide an overview of Pine Bush Ecology and how the Commission is protecting
this fire-dependent ecosystem for future generations to enjoy.

Neil Gifford is the Preserve Ecologist for The Nature Conservancy at the Albany Pine Bush Preserve. He
began his training in ecology 11 years ago while a student at Paul Smith's College. Since then he has
received a Master's degree from Pittsburgh State University where he investigated the influences of
post-wildfire plant community characteristics on breeding bird habitat selection. Neil has since worked as
a Conservation Biologist and Prescribed Burn Crew member for The Nature Conservancy and other
conservation organizations in New York, Maine, and Missouri. Neil coordinates and implements the Pine
Bush Native Plant Restoration Initiative, the Karner blue butterfly recovery program, and assists with
prescribed fire management, invasive species management and other biological research and manage
ment within the 2,350 Albany Pine Bush Preserve.

Mon Mar 1, Bob Budliger on "A Blrding Odyssey - A New York Big Year"
Can you find 300 species of birds in New York in one year ? Bob made an attempt to do just that a few
years ago, and threatens to do it again this year. This slide-illustrated talk will explore the strategies and
the planning involved in this bit of birding madness. You'll find out where to go, when to be there, and what
to expect.

Thurs Mar 11, SPECIAL JOINT PROGRAM with the Audubon Society of the Capital Region.

Colonie

Library, 7:30 PM, speaker: Jeff Wells, on Local Important Bird Areas
Wed April 14, HMBC Annual Meeting and Banquet, Shaker Ridge Country Club, speaker John Green on
"Nature's Beauty and Nature's Will to Survive"

Mon May 3, Kevin Berner on the History, Ecology and Management of the Eastern Bluebird. Location
at Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, Game Farm Rd. Delmar.
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Reports

At about the mid-way point of hawk watching sea
son, about 45 people gathered at Five Rivers to
enjoy Andy Mason of Delaware-Otsego Audubon
recount the 10 year history of that Club's involve
ment in the Franklin Mountain Hawkwatch.

Throughout fall and early winter at Franklin Moun
tain, hawks are the main attraction, although what
attracts the hawks is a mystery. Andy proposed
the theory that the birds seem to follow the three
river valleys formed by tributaries of the Susque
hanna River, which form a northeast to southwest
corridor the hawks may follow.

The property was acquired 10 years ago as part

Whatever the reason, the hawks are plentiful at

Franklin Mtn. Hawkwatch

of Delaware-Otsego's refuge and includes an
eight foot earthen mound overlooking the
Susquehanna Valley and the city of Oneonta. The
mountain refuge also boasts woodland trails, a

Franklin Mountain, especially in mid- to late Octo

ber. There are about 15 regularly occurring
species of raptors each season with an average
number of 3153 individuals.

small wetland and a meadow and hosts a week
long summer day camp for local children.

Some of the numbers Andy shared were:

■
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Species
Northern Harrier
American Kestrel
Merlin
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk

Ave

So Far

Number

in 1998
39

57

90
9
353

8
340
38
57

49
32

500-700

500

At Franklin Mountain, the "glamour bird" is the
Golden Eagle. An average number is 79, with a
record of 139 in 1997, with 27 birds in one day.

The most frequently sighted hawk at Franklin
Mountain is the Red-tailed Hawk, with an average
of over 1000 birds in a year.
Andy confirmed the lament that all hawk watchers
have come to know: 'The Bad Days are the Good
Days". When skies are cloudy and a strong north
west wind whips cool temperatures even lower,
hawk flights are at their best. But he assured us
that the bundling up is worth it for a trip to
Franklin Mountain with its wealth of migrating
hawks.

V60N6

Page 97

Our Southwest Deserts

About 30 people attended a program given by
Scott Stoner and Denise Hilton on October 5 at
Five Rivers. The program was drawn together
from a number of trips to the variety of desert
habitats in the Southwestern US. It was a slide
presentation that focused on the landscapes,
plant life and birds of our deserts, and an invita
tion to the attendees to include some of these
beautiful and unique American treasures in their
future travel plans. Scott and Denise described
the five major desert habitats: the lowland Col
orado Desert including the Salton Sea, the higher
Mojave Desert including the unique Joshua Tree
National Park, the Chihuahuan Desert that covers
much of western Texas and reaches to the foot of
the Chisos Mountains in Big Bend National Park,
the Sonoran Desert of southeastern Arizona and
the cold, high Great Basin. Each desert habitat
has its own specialties in vegetation, avian life
and other animals. For those who have visited
these places, the talk was a welcome reminder of
the discoveries in the desert. For those who have
yet to visit these habitats, it was an introduction to
the places waiting to be explored.
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AuduboN ANd CorneLL Invjte ALL BjrcJers to PARTicipATE iN
1999 Great BAckyARd BiRd Count.

1999 Winter Count harnesses the power of the Internet for instant count results
6 p4 &&
During one weekend last February, more than
fourteen thousand citizen scientists took part in

'98 Backyard Bird Count provided clues that be

the first-ever Great Backyard Bird Count. People
all across the continent made birdwatching history
on February 20th, 21st, and 22nd by taking to their
backyards, parks and neighborhoods, counting
birds, and then logging their results on the BirdSource website. As the weekend counts pro
gressed, participants could literally see the results
appearing on BirdSource's maps like electioncount returns. By the beginning of the next week,
scientists at Audubon and the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology had gotten an unprecedented snap
shot of the North American winter bird population
the weekend before spring migrations began.

status of the birds, and the effect of El Nino on
them. From Alaska to Florida, backyards were on
display, and we began to realize their importance
and potential. This year, with Audubon chapters,
bird clubs, Wild Birds Unlimited staff and bird
watchers working together, we can make BirdSource among the most effective conservation
tools we possess."

This year, Audubon members and Cornell staff
are working together to increase the effectiveness
of the count as a tool for conservation. Wild Birds

Unlimited has also signed on to the project this fall
as a sponsor, and information on participation will
be made available through their network of stores
throughout the United States and Canada.
"Participation made the Great '98 Backyard Bird

Count a success: an undertaking this large simply
can't succeed without birders counting every jay,
crossbill and chickadee," said Sally Conyne,
Audubon's Director of Citizen Science. "The Great

gan to answer questions about the location and

The Second Annual Great Backyard Bird Count
will be held February'19th through 22nd. The goal
this year is to multiply participation many times
over. This year's data will allow Audubon and
Cornell scientists to begin to look for trends and
population shifts. The increased efforts of citizen
scientists will help to define the status of birds at
the close of the millennium, allow a comparison of
the effects of El Nino on migration one year later,
and create unmatched educational opportunities.
"The Great Backyard Bird Count is a wonderful
way to engage school children, some of whom are
already involved in Audubon Adventures and
FeederWatch classrooms. We will offer curricu
lum materials on the website from late October
through the end of February," continued Conyne.

"When you consider the amount of media atten
tion the count received, you realize that we also
have a great chance to educate the public at large
about the significance of backyard habitat and
what it is we all do when we count birds," said
Conyne. Media interest has never been higher for
an Audubon project - due to the straightforward
appeal for help in counting birds and the novelty of
the first count to be entirely conducted on the
Internet, media appearances came near the
1,000-story mark. "This is a great opportunity for
chapters to use the inherent newsworthiness of
this project as a means to get media attention for
their own people and community outreach pro
jects," continued Conyne. "We view the Great
Backyard Bird Count as one of a series of effec
tive tools for local Audubon Societies' and bird
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clubs' newsletter editors and public relations spe
cialists to use for the benefit of their organiza
tions."
The BirdSource Great Backyard Bird Count invites
every family and individual in the country to iden
tify and count the birds they see at their bird
feeders, in their backyards and in local parks or
other outdoor locations, aiding scientists' under
standing of bird populations and their distribution.
The key to this history-making event is that partici
pants contribute their sightings online, through a
revolutionary World Wide Web site, BirdSource

<http://birdsource.cornell.edu/>, a joint National
Audubon Society/Cornell Lab of Ornithology pro
ject. In turn, BirdSource provides almost instanta
neous feedback to participants through compelling
graphics, animated maps and constantly updated
summaries.

'The Great Backyard Bird Count is a state-of-theart project and a great family activity. It's fun, it's
easy to participate in, and it's good for science,"
says Cornell Lab of Ornithology Director John
Fitzpatrick. "All you need is a love of the outdoors
and access to a computer. Everyone who partici
pates in BirdSource's second Backyard Bird Count
can tell generations to come that they helped
make history, being among the first to take part in
an instant, continental bird survey on the Internet."

"It has become increasingly apparent that weather
phenomena like El Nino may influence the winter
movements of birds," says Audubon Senior Vice
President for Science Frank Gill. "We need people
to help us. If five percent of the approximately 54
million bird watchers in the United States partici
pate, we will add significantly to our knowledge of
the current health of wintering birds across our
continent."

Now, everyone can help by being part of the
Second Annual Great Backyard Bird Count. On
the weekend of February 19-22, parents, children
and grandparents - anyone with an interest in

birds and access to the Internet - should watch
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their bird feeders and backyards, and count the
maximum number of each of the different bird
species he or she sees. For those without feeders,
counts can be made in neighborhoods or local
parks. Participants can spend as little or as much
time as they want counting birds during the threeday period. They then submit their counts via
BirdSource - which also offers assistance in bird
identification - on an easy-to-use form.
Forms will be integrated with the accumulating
data and displayed almost instantly on the web.
"BirdSource allows virtually up-to-the-minute anal
ysis of important data," says Audubon's Gill.
"Watching the count results will be like watching
election returns from all across the country, right
on your own computer screen. This exciting and
engaging technology - a tool that just wasn't avail
able before the creation of BirdSource - will revo
lutionize our ability to keep track of birds."
BirdSource contributors have already helped
make some exciting discoveries. Winter finches
typically remain in Canada throughout the year;
however, as BirdSource's Winter Finch Survey
revealed last season, finches streamed into the
U.S. in record-breaking numbers in '98. The first
Great Backyard Bird Count participants revealed
that birds like the American Robin, which usually
winters in southern locales, were found much
further north, spending their winter months in New
England and Canada, perhaps directly due to the
effects of El Nino. BirdSource's Second Annual
Backyard Bird Count will help scientists under
stand the continuing impact of El Nino as they
watch this year's unique characteristics unravel.

To learn more about the Second Annual Great '98
Backyard Bird Count or the results of last year's
count, readers can visit the BirdSource website
<http://birdsource.cornell.edu/>,
or contact
Sally Conyne at <sconyne@audubon.org>.
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UpcoMiNq HMBC FiEld Trips
(Consult yourfield trip schedule or Birdline (439-8080)for trip details)

Christmas Bird Counts in Dec and Jan.

The Club sponsors three Christmas Bird Counts: Schenectady, So. Rensselaer County and Troy.
The dates and compilers for the 1998/99 counts are as follows.

For more information or to

participate, contact any of the compilers.

Schenectady:

December 19 (Sat)

Bill Lee

374-3426

Southern Rensselaer County:
Troy:

December 26 (Sat)
January 2, 1999 (Sat)

Mark Wolfe
Larry Alden

674-2828
877-7148

JAN 1

NEW YEAR'S DAY BIRD COUNT AT FIVE RIVERS

Fri

Coordinator: Al Mapes

439-4086

For the past 18 years, Five Rivers has been welcoming in the New Year with an organized effort to
identify all the bird species present on January 1. This also marks the start of their annual bird list.
Again this year, HMBC joins the event and encourages members to participate. Groups will go out
at 9:00 a.m. from the Interpretive Building (visitor center), but birders are welcome to arrive earlier to
get a head start, (see page 2 for directions)

JAN or FEB

WINTER RARE BIRD TRIP

Coordinator: Bill Lee

374-3426

Reservations by January 15

If any rare birds are reported in our general area we plan to take a trip to look for them. If inter
ested, make reservations with the coordinator who will notify participants of the trip details. In 1997,

we went to Portland, ME for an Ivory Gull; in 1998 to Plymouth, MA for a Bar-tailed Godwit; in 1999

JAN 17

ANNUAL STATE WATERFOWL COUNT

Sun

Coordinator:

Gary Goodness

272-5830

On the local segment of this statewide event, participants will count waterfowl and other winter birds

on the Hudson River between North Troy and Hudson Falls. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot of
the Hannaford Supermarket on the east end of the North Troy-Waterford Bridge (Route 4).

JAN 16-18

AMHERST ISLAND, PT. PENINSULA & CAPE VINCENT OWL TRIP

Sat-Mon

Coordinator: Bill Lee

374-3426

Reservations by January 10
Areas such as Amherst Island, Ont., Pt Peninsula and Cape Vincent, NY can attract such sought-

after species as Great Gray Owl, Snowy Owl, Northern Hawk-owl, and even Boreal Owl. In addi

tion, the Gray Partridge is a resident bird at Cape Vincent. This may be a productive three-day
weekend as many have found life birds in this area.

Feathers

JAN 23

MOHAWK RIVER, COHOES TO CRESCENT

Sat

Coordinator:
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Frank Murphy

373-1933

This area, including Cohoes Falls and Simmons Island, offers a great opportunity to study the gulls
and waterfowl that winter along the Mohawk River. We will look for Iceland and Glaucous Gulls,
usually present in small numbers in winter. This 3- to 4-hour trip will be a good introduction to the
many fine vantage points over the Mohawk. We will leave at 8:30 a.m. from the Golden Krust Bak

ery at 180 Ontario St. in Cohoes (on Route 470 about 1/8 mile east of Route 787, across from the
U-Haul).

JAN 30

CAMPFIRE AND OWLING AT FIVE RIVERS

Sat

Coordinators:

Al Mapes

439-4086

Denise Hilton

785-6760

Reservations by Jan 22 by leaving a message on Birdline (439-8080)
Meet at 4:00 p.m. at the Five Rivers Interpretive Building (Visitor Center) for a winter walk to listen
for Great Horned and Eastern Screech Owls. Join us around a blazing campfire for hot dogs, hot
cocoa and marshmallows. Plan to walk about 1.5 miles.

FEB 13-15

CAPE ANN & PLUM ISLAND

Sat - Mon

Coordinator: Bill Lee

374-3426

Reservations by Jan 30

Our popular winter trip to the Massachusetts coast will focus on the north shore from Nahant, just
north of Boston, to the New Hampshire coast. Join us in search of alcids, white-winged gulls, Pur
ple Sandpiper, Barrow's Goldeneye, Harlequin Duck, Eiders, Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspur,
Short-eared and Snowy Owls and other raptors on this three-day weekend.

FEB 20

FORT EDWARD (WASHINGTON COUNTY)

Sat

Coordinators:

Beth and Brad Bidwell

632-5692

Join us on this popular trip to Eastern New York's hotspot for wintering raptors. Ft. Edward is a
perennial good location for Snowy and Short-eared Owls as well as Rough-legged Hawks. It was
also the site of a much-publicized Northern Hawk-Owl a few years ago. We will also search for

open-field passerines. Call the coordinator for meeting time and place

FEB 27-28

SACHUEST POINT AND RHODE ISLAND COAST

Sat-Sun

Coordinators: Gregg Recer & Cathy Graichen

899-2678

Reservations by Feb 10

Sachuest Point is a narrow grassland strip separating Narragansett Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. It
is also the concentration point for Harlequin Ducks along the southern New England coast. Many
other points along the Rl shore are also very productive in winter. In addition to the Harlequins,
other sea ducks, loons, grebes, Purple Sandpiper and Common Black-headed Gull should highlight
this trip and white-winged gulls, N. Gannet, alcids, longspurs and Snow Bunting are possible.
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Golf Course PnoposAl For SARAToqA SpA State ParI<

The NYS Office of Parks plans to allow a developer, World Golf, Inc., to construct another 18-hole golf
course at Saratoga Spa State Park, a project announced in October, 1998. There are two courses already
at the Spa, and 11 other public courses in Saratoga County. The only trouble with yet another public
course is that State Parks is sanctioning the clearing of 200 acres of presently wild forest and public park
land east of Route 9, and the assured degradation of over 100 acres of state and federally protected
wetlands in order to create it. Furthermore, State Parks has never invited the public, the owner of these
state park lands, to discuss alternative ways to manage and enjoy these lands for public recreation,
wildlife appreciation and wetland conservation.

Golf is big business, and the developer does plan to spend $8.5 million to put in the course, and the
parking, the restaurant, the golf club, and all the accoutrements of a golf course. But, aren't these
important public lands? Shouldn't State Parks have presented for public review a management plan for
the Spa Park that included this proposal, along with natural resource inventories and analysis that justified
building a course here? For alternatives, why not horse trails, cross country ski trails, nature trails, wetland
interpretation, wildlife preservation? Where is a master plan for Saratoga Spa State Park that says a golf
course must be built here? It does not yet exist. This is the same state agency that was prepared to allow
logging in Allegheny State Park until the public stood up and took an interest in their public lands.
Capital Region Audubon Society has invited other concerned organizations to tour these 300 public acres
of forest and wetland in Saratoga, and to draw their own conclusions. We conducted one tour last spring,
revealing old-growth northern hemlock and white oak forests, a major deer wintering area, and a variety
of wetland environments throughout. Further, our chapter has joined National Audubon Society's Graham
Cox in a joint letter to Parks Deputy Commissioner Julia Stokes pointing out the current lack of any
agency analysis or assessment prior to the selection of a golf course developer.

Of course, State Parks now says a full environmental impact statement will be conducted, with golf course
construction estimated to begin in spring, 1999. But what will be the quality of this study? With a developer
selected and the State Parks Commissioner lauding the development already, won't the study say what
Parks wants it to say, that wild forests, wetlands and golf courses here on this particular landscape are
perfectly harmonious, and that harm will be minimal?
It's time that Audubon and its allied organizations spoke up, persuasively and forcefully, for the Spa Park's
remaining wild environments. What, with SPAC, Pools, Roads, etc., there are few forests left that leave
the visitor with such a strong impression of a wilderness environment so close to such an otherwise
cultivated State Park and urban landscape. Don't these values have a place in our State Park system?
If you are concerned, please write immediately to: Governor George E. Pataki, Governor, State Capitol,
Albany, NY 12224, with a copy to Bernadette Castro, Commissioner, State Parks, Agency Bldg. 1, Albany,
NY 12238. Please also send a copy to Graham Cox at National Audubon, 200 Trillium Lane, Albany, NY
12203. In your own words, please ask the Governor and his Commissioner for a meeting with

environmental organizations to discuss the proposed golf course, the environment which will be so
affected, and alternative ideas for his consideration. For more information, please contact Dave Gibson at
his home phone, 877-8678.

Feathers

V60N6
Page 103

HMBC BOARD FOR 1998 - 1999
Officers

Directors:

President-

Vice-President:

Ann B'Rells
3187 Wood haven Dr.

Denise Hilton
6 Knob Hill Rd.
Loudonville, NY

Schenectady, NY
12303
355-5615

12205
785-6760

374-3426
478-9219
393-0629

Joan Cipriani
Sunny Gooding

374-3729
446-9370

Committee Chairs

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Lynn Huntington

Gregg Recer
23 Scotch Mist Way

329 N. Schodack Rd.
East Greenbush, N.Y.
12061
477-2980

William Lee
Linda Parr
Carl George

Malta, N.Y.
12020

899-2678

Conservation :
Birdline:
Programs:
Field Trips:
Membership:
Publicity:
Publications:
Records:
Sanctuary:
Social:
Jr. Activities:

Walt Sabin
John Saville
Scott Stoner
Joan Cipriani
Daniel Ruge
Ann B'Rells
Cathy Graichen
Bob Budliger
Joe Coticchio
Denise Hilton
Elle Dietemann

439-7344

399-5959

785-6760
374-3729
449-1087
355-5615
899-2678
439-0006
374-2449
785-6760
766-7045

BIRDLINE of E. NEW YORK: (518) 439-8080

Reminder!!
All HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members.

Board meetings take place the second Monday of every oddnumbered month. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center at

Send articles* clip-art
phofos, artwork to:
Feathers
ub Cathy Graichen
23 Scotch Mist Way
Ballsbn Spa NY 12020

7:00 PM.

Web Site On Line

or via e-mail to:
It's "official" - The Hudson-Mohawk
recErg@crisny.org

Bird Club website may be found at:

% http://members.xoom.com/hmbc/

Feathers
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Local Important Bird Areas (IBAs)

Ft. Edward Grasslands
Carter Pond
Saratoga National Historic Park
Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve
Rensselaer Forest Tract
Black Creek Marsh

Gilboa Reservoir
Schodack Island State Park Area

John Boyd Thacher State Park
Stockport Flats
Catskill Peaks
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