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MY 50 YEARS WITH THE BIRD CLUB
By Barrington S. Havens
In order to do a 50-year review of the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club, one has to go back more
time when Guy Bartlett and I occupied facing desks in the General Electric News Bureau. When
stayed at my desk and ate my lunch, but Guy would disappear. One time, when he carne back, I
had been doing. He said he was looking for birds - did I want to come along some time? I did
avid birder.

than 50 years, to a
noontimes came, I
asked him what he
- and I became an

Time passed, and I was appointed bird study merit badge counselor for the local Boy Scout organization. I had
been conducting bird study classes in the study hall of the old Nott Terrace high school. As a result, there developed
quite a following of people who wanted to know more about birds.
Actually Vincent Schaefer, leader of the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, deserves much of the credit for the
inspiration and founding of the Schenectady Bird Club, as it was then known. On our hikes he noticed my interest in
birds, and he encouraged me to start bird classes. After these classes got going, Nelle Van Vorst (also a member of
the Hiking Club), suggested we start a bird club, and we did
The Hiking Club members who started the bird club included Nelle Van Vorst, of course, plus Mr. & Mrs.
George Bainbridge, Alice Holmes, Mr. & Mrs . Chester Moore, Esly Hallenbeck, and others who represented a solid
corps from the Hiking Club, who knew each other very well and who formed the nucleus of the early bird trips.
Others were attracted by notices in the local papers.
At one time I told the class that
next morning in Central Park. There
This was Murray Hollister, who crept
woodcock take to the air with one of

anyone interested in hearing the flight song of the woodcock could meet me
was a large turn-out, and one of the group did a better job than I had done.
so close to the bird in the dusk of early morning that he was able to see the
the fledglings between its feet

At this point, I must mention the late Benton (Beezer) Seguin. He was one of the Boy Scouts who
to take his test for the bird study merit badge. Unlike any other scout who took my test, he fulfilled the
so excellently that I suggested that he accompany Bartlett and me on our bird trips. His proficiency was
he could rival my recognition of bird notes, and he could rival Bartlett's ability to identify them visually.
the most accomplished nonprofessional birder I have ever known.

came to me
requirements
so great that
He became

Nelle Van Vorst, whom I have already mentioned, was one of our most faithful and active early members. She
was our secretary for many years and our president for many more. Some others, in addition to the names I have
given, included Edgar Bedell, Dorothy Caldwell, Alice Holmes, Bud Miller, Joe Janiec, H.V.D. Allen, and Peter
Schuyler Miller. Not all of them were members of the Bird Club, but one or more non-members would often become
involved with us in birding areas
.

Birding Areas
And this brings me naturally to the subject of good birding areas we visited in the early days
most, if not all of them, are still visited regularly.

-

and I suspect

The two most close to home, so to speak, were Central Park and Vale Cemetery. Various sections of the
Mohawk River deserved attention, especially at Locks 7 and 8, plus other specific locations along the way. For
example, Bartlett and I paid particular attention to what we called Nisk Isle, which was a completely wild small island
near his home in Niskayuna, the subject of one or more articles in Feathers.
Other regularly visited areas include Schermerhorn Road, the Lisha Kill, the Consaul and Shaker Roads, the
Meadowdale location, Altamont and the hills beyond, the Watervliet Reservoir, some of the locations from Altamont
along the escarpment south to New Salem, plus similar areas above the escarpment. I'm sure there were other good
areas which escape my memory now.

One site of the Helderberg escarpment worthy of mention included a ledge halfway down the cliff which
contained the nest of what we called the duck hawk then and is now known as the peregrine falcon. We could not
reach the nest by climbing either up or down, so we lowered one of the smaller boys - Joe Janiec - by rope to the
nest from above.
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There was an extensive heronry on the bank of the Mohawk River on its way down from Schenectady to the
point where it empties into the Hudson. The birds were so numerous there that their dropping killed the trees they
nested in.
This in tum reminds me that we had extensive visitations of what we called the American egret and is now the
great egret. And I believe there were many more purple martins in this area than there are now.
Check Lists
The first check list of local birds was prepared by Guy Bartlett, based on the extensive records we had
accumulated. The printing of this check list - and of Feathers itself - was facilitated by the fact that, as editor of the
G.E. Monogram, I had ready access to the facilities of the Maqua printing company. The first check list was printed
in 1933; it was revised and reprinted in 1937. It was intended that the regular revisions of the check list would be run
in Issues of Feathers.
Frank Randall was the artist who drew the design which appeared on the fust page of the early issues of
Feathers. He was hoping to have house wrens nest near his home. I never heard that they did, but it reminds me of
my search for a nest of the screech owl, only to fmd it at last in a tree across the street from my home on
Brandywine Avenue.
There has bee n a great change in the quality of visual aids we used to help us study birds. I had nothing but a
pair of opera glasses to use when I fIrSt started birding with Bartlett, but we soon discovered that J. Alden Loring of
the western part of the state could be the source of binoculars. The instruments we purchased from him were good,
but they could not compare in excellence to the binoculars one can now find in places like K Mart - at comparable
prices.
Southern Species
I have, over the years, seen the invasion from the south of species that we then considered exclusively
Carolinian. The most noticeable of these is the cardinal. My only sight of this species had taken place while visiting
Fairmount Park in Philadelphia. But on one of our trips to the swampy area below Schermerhorn Road, a southern
birder who accompanied us said: "Do you hear that ticking? That's a cardinal!" We listened, heard the tick note,
and flushed the bird itself. That was the fIrSt record of the cardinal in a local area I know of.
That was the fIrSt of a number of what we considered southern species found in this area. Another was brought
about by my then acute hearing and ability to identify bird notes. When I was walking to work through the Vale
Cemetery one day I heard a song phrase new to me, and my visual search showed it to be a Carolina wren. This
was our earliest record of the species, but it had been found in our area by Eaton in 1900.
Some birds seem to have become much less common locally than they were in the early days of my birding.
The ring-necked pheasant is one of these - and the A.O.U. has not changed its name! It was commonly found in our
fields.
One of the common visitors to our feeder from the window is the tufted titmouse, which alternates with its
cousin the chickadee. In the early days I had to go south to see that bird.
Our most prized southern visitor, however, has been the mockingbird. It was a real rarity in those early days; it
was definitely newsworthy when B.D. (Bud) Miller reported it was visiting his feeder. I fmd it locally with
regularity, mostly by note. How it survives our winters for lack of its regular diet is a mystery to me.
Our common gull for this area was the herring gull. But it seems to have been replaced now by the ring-billed
species.
Lecture Series
I miss the Audubon lecture series. I'm not sure I know why they stopped. (Editor's note: see the article on the
Audubon Film Series in this edition.) We found it to provide very accomplished speakers against a movie background.
It attracted good audiences. Their attendance fees paid for the service and recruited new club members. It was very
pleasant to entertain the speakers for dinner before the lectures.
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My memory fails me about Cornell University's Arthur A. Allen -whether he was an Audubon lecturer - but he
did come to this area to record the song of the upland sandpiper which he had heard we had here. (Editor's note:
Allen spoke to a special club meeting on May 194 1). At any rate, he did come for that purpose, accompanied by
Albert Brand. They had a sound truck for recording songs on tape plus a parabolic reflector. The latter instrument
did for bird notes what a telescope does for the visual image of the bird: it magnified the distant notes so they could
be heard distinctly through head phones, recording it at the same time on tape.
I was able to take Allen and Brand to a suitable spot where they could see the bird and record its DOtes. It was
amazing how well a parabolic reflector picked up and amplified distant bird notes. From them I learned a useful
trick: if you walk across the field and flush the bird from its nest while doing so, run after the bird as it flies, but
drop your hat or something else at the spot whence the bird fled. This enables you to come back to the spot once you
flushed it, to search for a possible nest
We didn' t make any field trips to distant places in the early days of the Club. However, when a member went
to a desirable location on vacation, he usually wrote an article about the birds he saw for publication in Feathers.
Before the Peterson field guides and others like it, we had nothing of that kind sufficiently small to be carried
along in one's pocket on field trips - except two little cloth-covered booklets by Chester A. Reed: "Land Birds East of
the Rockies" and "Water Birds East of the Rockies." They provided meager information, but they were all that was
available except the quarto size state bird boo ks of New York and Massachusetts. After using the Reed books,
old-time birders can appreciate the modem pocket-size guides which most if not all readers take for granted.
H. O. P. S.
One of those very gratifying developments that occurs rarely in bird study is to have a live bird, under no

restraint, light on the observer. Nelle Van Vorst and I made lists of such occasions and we decided to form a very
exclusive group to be known as HOPS (Human Ornithological Perch Society). I had some little membership cards
printed, providing a space for the name of the bird, the name of the person involved, and the signatures of Nelle and
myself. Some of the cards may still be in existence, but I have lost my own and have no blank cards.
* * * * •

HUDSON-MOHAWK BIRD CLUB, INC.
ITS CONCEPTION, GESTATION, BIRTH AND GROWTH
By Samuel R. Madison
It is well-known that Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club, Inc. (HMBC) is the successor to the Schenectady Bird Club
(SBC). Many, if not most, believe that its life began when SBC was organized in 1939. But there is much more to
the story.
HMBC INCORPORAlED IN 1969
HMBC was incorporated on April 4, 1969 as the successor to Schenectady Bird Club, Inc. by the filing of its
certificate of incorporation with the Secretary of State pursuant to the Membership Corporations Law of the state of
New York. The certificate had been drafted by Samuel R. Madison and was signed on March 1 7, 1969, by Walton
B. Sabin, Robert P. Yunick, Elizabeth S. Brown, Elizabeth Macauley, and Peter P. Wickham. It secured the approval
of the Commissioner of Education on March 25th, the endorsement of a justice of the Supreme Court on April 3rd,
and was med with the Secretary of State on the next day. The following were listed in the certificate as members of
the first Board of Directors: Peter P. Wickham, Samuel R. Madison, Elizabeth Brown, Elizabeth Macauley, Walton B.
Sabin, Robert P. Yunick, Peggy McGuirk, Hazel Bundy, and Mary R. Healy.
The corporation was created for the following purposes:
1. To promote, encourage and stimulate public interest in, and to educate, instruct and inform the public in, the study of the
biology and ecology of Wild birds, other animals and plants, and the need for the preservation, protection and conservation of such
wildlife and plant life.
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2. To promote, advance, encomage and conduct research, smveys, field trips and work, scientific and educational programs in
any aspect of the biology and ecology of such life and the preservation, protection and conservation thereof.

3. To prepare, publish and distribute magazines, pamphlets, leaflets, books, fJlms and radio and television programs, and to
sponsor, hold, give and arrange meetings, lectures, scientific and educational programs, courses and exhibitions in such matters, for
the education of the public.

4. To promote, advance, encomage and assist the creation, establishment and maintenance of nature preserves, sanctuaries,
habitat and breeding areas, and protected areas for the preservation, protection and conservation of such life.

And it has the following powers:
1. To do, directly or indirectly, either alone or in conjunction or cooperation with others, any and all lawful acts and things
and to engage in any and all lawful activities which may be necessary, useful, desirable or proper for the accomplishment,
attainment or advancement of any or all of the purposes for which the corporation is organized.

2. To accept, acquire, receive, hold and maintain, by any means and for any of its purposes, any property, both real and
personal, of any kind, nature or description and wherever situate; and to sell, exchange, mortgage, lease, transfer or otherwise
dispose of, any such property.

SBC, INC. WAS INCORPORATED IN 1948, 19 YEARS BEFORE HMBC
SBC had been incorporated 19 years earlier on April 26, 1948.

Its purposes were very limited:

To encourage the study and appreciation of bird life, and aid in the conservation thereof, and conduct any and all trips and
meetings necessary for that purpose.
To hold meetings, lectures and exhibitions in the interest of the protection of birds and animals, and to use all lawful means
for the protection of birds and animals.
To publish and distribute documents or other printed matter on these or other subjects, and to acquire and maintain a library.
To cooperate with the national and state governments and regularly organized natmal history societies in disseminating
knowledge relative to birds and animals.

The certificate was signed by Nelle G. Van Vorst, Guy Bartlett, Viola Mabb, Beatrice Sullivan and P. Schuyler
Miller. Its first Board of Directors consisted of George H. Bainbridge, Francis M. Beck, and Barrington S. Havens.
SBC STARTED IN 1939,9 YEARS BEFORE IT WAS INCORPORATED
SBC, Inc. was the successor to the old Schenectady Bird Club, an unincorporated grouping, really an amorphous
non-entity not recognized by law. The old SBC was started on May 22, 1939 - that is the date we use for our
anniversary. This is how that important event was reported in the first issue of Feathers, Vol. 1,No. 1, June 1939,
page 4:
-

DIRECTORS ELECTED
At the first regular meeting of the
Schenectady Bird Club, held May 22 in the
Schenectady Museum, a board of directors
was elected for the first term in office.
The by-laws of the organization provide for
seven directors, each to be chairman of a
committee, and these were elected as
follows:
Education,
Alice
Holmes;
Conservation and
Sanctuaries,
G.
H.
Bainbridge; Publications, Barrington S.
Havens; Bird Records, Guy Bartlett; Junior
Associates, Frank Freese; Finance, Chester
N. Moore;
Secretarial, Nelle Van Vorst.
-Immediately upon election the Board held
a meeting of its own and elected Mr.
Havens chairman.
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Over the years SBC's membership grew beyond the environs of Schenectady. It acquired members throughout
the Capital District area: Albany, Troy, Rensselaer, Delmar, Slingerlands, and Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schoharie, and
Greene Counties. And many became very active members.
Note that 4 of the 9 signatories to the HMBC certificate were non-Schenectadians. So too were its first
president, vice president and treasurer. Its entire executive committee were non-Schenectadians. This territorial
growth, plus the desire to expand the purposes and powers of the organization, had lead to the creation of HMBC. In
1987 only 7 of the 20 directors and committee chairmen were residents of Schenectady or Scotia.
THERE WAS BIRDING BEFORE SBC IN THE EARLY THIRTIES AND BEFORE
Long before the original SBC was activated in 1939 there had been a solid history of organized birding activities
in the Schenectady area. Many people were birding regularly. Our Schenectady Christmas Bird Count was already
ten years old in 1939 (FEATHERS Vol. 1 No. 7, Nov. 1939, pages 3 1-34; ibid Vol. 2, No. 1, Jan. 1940, page 1).
Guy Bartlett, the creator of the Schenectady Christmas Bird Count circle, had been a serious birder for years.
Bart, as he was known, made up the first area field check list in the early thirties and revised it from time to time,
both before and after 1939. When SBC was organized in 1939 he became its first Records Chairman. He was "Mr.
BirdClub" to many of us who joined the club in the 1940's. Barry Havens, who was elected first Chairman of SBC
at the initial meeting in May 1939, worked at General Electric with Bart
Another pre- 1939 active birder was Nelle Van Vorst It was Nelle who prodded the others into fonning the old
SBC. She became extremely active in the club's affairs and served as its President (earlier called Chairman)
commencing in 194 1 and served as such until her death in 1961.
There were many other pre- 1939 active birders in and around Schenectady including Gus Angst, George
Bainbridge, Dorothy Caldwell, Esly Hallenbeck, Idella Heacox, Alice Homes, Viola Mabb, P. Schuyler Miller, Alice
and Phil Moore, Chester Moore and Benton Seguin.
Most of these early birders had been members of the Mohawk Hiking Club. The Hiking Club membership was
interested in many aspects of nature, especially birding. They had meetings to discuss and learn about birds. Vincent
Schaefer suggested to Barry that he give birding lessons to hiking club members. He did so and became the birding
instructor of the group. He continued to give bird identification talks after SBC was fonned. (FEATHERS Vol. 10,
No.1, Jan. 1948, p 8). As the Hiking Club members grew more interested in birding, other people were attracted.
Nelle Van Vorst prodded and pushed -- as she well could -- for the formation of a separate bird club, and SBC was
born in 1939. (For more anecdotes of the early years, see Barry's article in this issue.)
CHANGES OVER THE YEARS
One of the prime reasons for incorporating HMBC, in addition to changing the name to reflect our area of
interest and activity, was to broaden our corporate purposes and powers to include the acquisition of land for a
sanctuary. In the '50's and '60's some serious thought had been expressed at many board meetings to the acquisition
of some land in the Pine Barrens but we felt we lacked the financial resources. Later when we had accumulated
some funds, mostly from the Audubon Series Lecture Tours, the price of land in the Pine Barrens had gone out of
sight. Finally, in a most unexpected way, we acquired the Henry G. Reist Sanctuary as a gift. That pleasing story is
told in the article on the Sanctuary in this issue.
Over the years our club had grown in membership largely because interest in birding has grown and become
respectable. In the early days most of us hid our hobby from our business associates because they couldn't
understand it as a worthwhile endeavor and looked askance at someone who spent time looking for birds. Happily, all
that has changed.
So, too , has the supply and quality of birder's tools available to us. Binoculars have improved greatly and so
have telescopes. Guy Bartlett used a 20X telescope which he made in part out of old tubing discarded by a
Schenectady department store when it abandoned its overhead system for carrying sales slips and money from sales
clerk to office (remember those?). He picked up some more tubing at the local dump, advised me what objective lens
and eyepiece to buy and made one for me. Lightweight tripods became available. Field guides have been improved
greatly and have also proliferated. Bird songs were recorded and tapes and portable recorders are readily available.
It's been a long struggle. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of many gifted individuals much progress has been
made. And there is a lot more ahead. See Dick Waugh's article in this issue for expectations for the future.
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PRESIDENTS OF SBC/HMBC
By Samuel R. Madison and Ann E. B'Rells
Strictly speaking, the leader of the bird club was called the Chairman of the Board until 1949, when SBC was
incorporated and the leader was called the President. The other technical change occurred with the incorporation of
HMBC in 1968, when the presidency was limited to two years.
The following list shows the chairman/president from the start of their reign, which usually was the annual
meeting.
The first leader was Barry Havens, who was elected chairman of the board at the very first meeting of the club.
The second, Guy Bartlett, left the area for a time, and George H. Bainbridge took over in October, 1940.
Most notable leadership, described elsewhere also, was that of Nelle Van Vorst, who led the club from 1 94 1 until
her death in 1962. Sam Madison as Vice President succeeded Nelle for a short while after her death in 1962, after
which Walt Sabin held the office for five years (he later served again for two more years). In the shortest elected
term, Peter Worthington in 1985 had to resign to move to North Carolina, and Vice President Alan Mapes succeeded.

1941

Barrington S . Havens
Guy Bart lett
George H. Bainbr i dge
Nel le G. Van Vorst

1962

S amuel R.

Madison

W a l ton B.

S abin

1939
19 4 0

1967
19 6 8
197 0
1971
1973
19 7 5
1977
19 7 9
1981
19 8 3
19 8 5

S amuel R. Madison
Peter T. Wickham
S amuel R. Madison
W a lton B. S abin
E l izabeth E l l is
Robert L. Marx
W i l l i am J. Lee
Robert Budl iger
W i l l i am S huster
A l ice Ross
Peter Worthi ngton
A l an Mapes

19 8 6
19 8 7
19 8 9

A l an Mapes
Richard P. Waugh
Li nda Armstrong

Elected chairman at the f i rst meet i ng
Resigned due to move
Took over i n October
Held the o f fice unt i l her death on
March 2 0 , 1 9 6 2 , a tot al of 21 years
As Vice President, succeeded to o f f ice
at Nel le ' s death on March 2 0 , 1 9 6 2
Elected a t the annual meet i ng and held
the o f f i ce for 5 years
Two years in o f f i ce
Two years i n of fice
Two years in o f f i ce
Two years in of fice
Two years in of fice
Two years i n o ffice
Two years in o f f i ce
Two years in o f f ice
Resigned short l y a fter t aking o f fice
to move
As Vice President, succeeded to almost
a ful l term in 1 9 8 5
Elected year, a fter succeeding Peter
Two years in o ffice

* * * * *
LOTS OF ENDURANCE TYPIFIES SBC/HMBC
SWAN SONG -- G.B. February, 1942 (editor's note, possibly the worst guess ever made in FEATHERS) It's
been fun. Mter all, it was someone else who had all the headaches accompanying the initial work -- with this issue,
the job of the present editor* is done. It was Barry Havens who had the tough job of getting FEATIlERS going; the
details were in order when the present editor started, so it was easy.
Let's help the new editor as much as possible. It's one thing to have enough "professional" background to be
able to swing the job in a carefree way -- and the editors so far have been "professionals." The new editor will
possibly have a harder job, unless all help by spontaneously supplying material for publication.
*Guy Bartlett, who went on to edit FEATIlERS for about 20 years! In January 1965, the headline was Guy
Bartlett Retires As Editor!
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NOTES OF INTEREST FROM PAST FEATHERS, 1940-1983
By Alan Mapes and Ann B'Rells
NOTE TO THE TREASURER IN 1990 The first dues for active members were $2 per year according to the 2nd
"FEATHERS". We have NOT kept up with inflation!
JUL Y 1940 - ANNOUNCEMENT of a breakfast and birding trip to the H. G. Reist Sanctuary off St. David
Lane for July 27, 1940. (Quite a portent!)
FAREWELL, GAS AND TIRES May 1942 excerpt from "What is local territory?" With the present "Thou must
not" in rubber and in gas, it behooves us to take what recreation we have available for bird trips with loaded cars so
as to carry on through what looks like a long and dizzy session. In fact, "local" may even now be on the retrograde,
for surely a return to the bicycle would prevent covering such territorial extent as is now possible with the auto. And
to close with a real pessimistic blackout, maybe that old five-mile circle is on the way back.
WATER CHESTNUT - DOOMED? Feb. 1945 - Feathers discussed this aquatic pest several times over the
years. This article reported on techniques used by the Army Corps of Engineers to cut and remove chestnut from the
Potomac River. Anyone visiting the Mohawk or Hudson Rivers today can easily answer the question.
HUNTING Nov. 1945 - A note on the status of various bird species listed the following as unprotected:
"English sparrow, starling, crow, purple grackle, kingfisher, cormorant, great homed owl, snow owl, great gray owl
and any of the hawks EXCEPT ...bald eagle, golden eagle, osprey, red-shouldered hawk, retailed hawk, broad-winged
hawk, rough-legged hawk, duck hawk and sparrow hawk."
YOUR EARS CAN FOOL YOU May 1946 - Barry Havens penned a great article on species with easily
confused calls. Some of these included the red- shouldered jay, the pileated flickerhatch, the nightcock, the
red-headed frog, the olive-backed hermit, the rose-breasted vireo and the infamous sispoll.
KARNER KARAV AN August 1946 - A field trip report on the clubs annual sojourn to the Kamer Barrens
(Pine Bush) was attended by three dozen observers in a caravan of twelve cars. Fortunately, no oncoming traffic was
met on the route, for "those so-called sand roads into the Barrens are not laid out for...two-way traffic." I wonder if
these birders foresaw the Thruway, Washington Ave. and Rt. 155.
KINGSTON BY (BOAT.No) CAR Oct. 1946 - The usual September trip on the Hudson Dayline was scrubbed
by strikes that tied up river traffic. Instead, the club members drove down the west side of the river, fmding four
immature little blue herons opposite Stockport Station.
GNATCATCHER FEATURES CENTURY RUN June 1947 - A blue-gray gnatcatcher found in Central Park,
apparently the first one ever seen in the area, highlighted the area big day. Also of note was a prothonotary warbler
found at Inbocht Bay, south of Catskill.
CLASSES IN BIRD STUDY WILL START JANUARY 26 Jan. 1948 - A six-session class in bird identification
was routinely taught during this period in the club's history, with Barry Havens as instructor.
COME HELL OR HIGH WATER Jan. 1949 - The new Troy Christmas Count, set to be done for the first time,
had to be postponed for two weeks due to the four-plus inches of rain on Dec . 30 and 31. The storm had taken out
bridges, flooded roads and severed electric power. Guy Bartlett's account of the uncharacteristic postponement closes
with "So goes the alibi."
SBC FIELD TRIPS - 1948 May 1949 - Twenty-five field trips were conducted in the preceding year, reported
Field Trip Chairman Margaret A. Smith. All had been "local" forays, with the exception of two trips to
Massachusetts.
NINETY SBC PARTICIPANTS Dec. 1949
members and guests took part in field trips.

-

Over the first ten years of the Bird Club's existence, ninety

SHOULD SNOWY OWLS BE SHOT? March 1950
Discussed is a controversy spawned by incursions of the
white owls into the state. The Scarsdale Audubon Society has been pushing for the protection of these visitors, while
other people site evidence that "they take a tremendous toll of wild birds and small game" during their migrations to
New York State.
-
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oriotions

ever,
his

CALL FOR YOUR
RECORD5

it

Edi tor'
Note:
Mr.
frankly
birds,
tb:l refore, may contain some
d ...
of the woodpecker in ques
tion
which are contusing to bird stud
ents.
His story Is so interesting, how
that we prefer to
tell
in
awn

A
In 1933 there w as published "A Pre

liminary Check-list
the
which the
and revised issue
While eaoh
served
of course,
still other
there
revised, and
ter

questions

Plans have

been

completed

for

a

r�

of
Birds
of
informa
Eastern New York, !I in
tIon was briefed
as much as
possible.
An expanded
of'
the
booklet WeS issued in 1937.
of these booklets
the purpose in
mind, it is,
true that they
more records
bave
are not up to date;
been made
available by
ob
servers,
some items
where
were
ara now
new
ritories have since been studied.
vision
o f the
check-list,
to be
pub
lished as a series of articles in FEATH

ERS and
covering all available records
through 1938.
It is hoped that observ
ers having records
beyond those in the
1937 bookle t w ill
make them
available
immediately to the Records Comml ttee so
tha t the aeries of artioles will be all
- - G. B.
·inclusive.

WREN P:!RVl!RSITY

Frank Randall, the artlst responsi
ble for
the very attraotive
decoreti®
on the first
page of t his publication,
i.
qu it e
fond
o f bi rds
and for many
years wished he cou1d have wrens nesting
abou t hie home on the Saratoga Road. He
was told he'd never have wrens until he
built wren houses for them .
So
last year Frrutk built a wren
house,
and sure enough a pair ot wrens
spent the summer at his home. Ibt they
didn't nest in t he wren house; they set
up housekeeping in the little building
with a orescent on the door.
2

M1ller

A NEW VISITOR

lIy :II. I).
"There is

mode"n

"like

says a

JUNE, 1939

of

no satisfaction,"

enjoyment,

is found in

seen
been

bird

philosopher,
thet
having
put salt on the tail of an idea."
l'I1th
bird students there is similar satisfac
tion Or
so to speak, in pu t
tin g
salt on
the
tail of
a new
whl ch has
never
been
before
or·
which
a territory
where it
has
not previously
reported
as a
resident.

During the present
privilege, when
the
have been

of
been
news canes
here since

'within the
three

of
One

seen

of
it
mistook for

year
many in
Scbenectady had this
the
mockingbird
sud4enly
appeared
in
the
town
Niskayuna.
And,
n<7o'l that
tird
hes
positively
identified,
to us that it may
the summer of 1938 ,
beoause
several
people
have
one or more
birds, whose description closely checks,
radius
a mile
'Where
was identified.
observer
reports
heving seen
thR t
he
shrikes.

�

��

appeared

!be Moclc1n&birc1 at Mr. Miller'. J'••d1¥ Station

feeding

����a�;!�, !� U�

the stranger.

reports of mocking

perplexed

When
a mockingbird
firllt
at my
station on Myron Street,
th
e
P
�����he�
: � �:r
amateur observers 'Were
to name
We were slow in suspect
ing it
to be a mockingbird,
taking for
granted the species hAd never approached
nearer than
a few hundred milss o f this
ro�
re
re
i
�ca*::
t
�? �;;{lett�:
"�r�:
te
o
includes two

York"

birds
having baen
seen near
Albany -
once by
Mr. Eaton in 1900
and agein by

our bird Was shy,

after 8
so that

giving

Houghton in 1928.
These recorded
taots at least ahCM they are rare birds
in this part of New York State.

Mr.

At first

us only occasional glimpses, but
days he became much tamer,
few

JUNE,

1939

wi th us

ttliclalt the

for several

or
able to get wi thin
tame
April he
of him.
looal
group of
Was able
to take
us thet
aotually
haved
well then
ooming around when
giving
that

After staying

public

15 feet
10
we were
thllt
was so
1
By
ornithologists
several
a
excellent views and
W9.S g iv en
various engles.
photographs at
thus
day,
sang for
He
making it clear he was a male.
He be
so
and tor several days
following - visitors
called, allowing numerous photographs to
be taken, and
repeated vocal con
certs
we said
he was giving a
few
exhibitions.

"Then from the neighboring

weeks,
he disappeared
suddenly
during
April. We have had no positive report
fran him Since, although Mr. ;r.M.Hollis
ter
tells us thet a friend, who knows
the mockingbird well, heard one Singing
near the Mohawk Golf Club.
Records show the mockingbird as a
native of the eastern U.S.,
ranging fer
enou"h north
along the coast to inolude
neariy all the New England states.
Ths
birds do not migrate but spend the whole
year
where fortune
locates them, al
though
there is
evidence of
their ex
tending the area they have occ upied dur
ing past years.
The one or more
seen
h ere may be
the vanguard of a new bird
species for this locality;
if 90, I am
sure they w11l ba welcome.
Mockingbirds have won
a warm place
in the
hearts ot many
who have
become
acquainted
with
them in
the ir native
surroundings.
Few birds haTe played a
more
prominent role
in our folk
songs
and 11 terature. Of them, along with two
oths rs,
;robo Burroughs says in his d e
"The
lightful
literary craftsmanship:
catbird,
the
brown thrasher, and
the
mockingbird are all
theatric al in their
marmer
-full of ges tUres of tail ana
wings
and the ir songs all imply an
audience."
Longfellow pays thi s famed
singer a compliment. as we read in "Ev
angeline" :

�t���i � �� M� ;� �

May 6,

'e the
from
floods
v�hole

VUL'lURE?
Sunday,

such

en

conpregated
park
good dilY,
morniIlf/: should

local bird

s
e
S
"sw�
� t �
�
w
:
that
hung o
r
water,
"Shook
his
Ii ttle
throat
of delirious music,
"The t the
air
and the woods and
the waves seemed silent to listen."

WAS IT A

On
bers
lers.

and
Controver

thusiasts, as usual,
1n nu�
to look
for warb
in
Central
It "as 11
and, altbouRh
the season had started oddly,
still the
lJroSlJects
were that the
observations.

bring some \'Jorth-w·hile
Nobody
the
bids
history

was pre,ared,
however,
for
on e
findi ng which caused such sharp
division 01' opinion am:>ng
observers
which
fair to go down in local bird
as
the Great VUlture
sy.
On the Eastern AVenue side of Stump
Pond, beyond the swampy woods, Observe-:::"S
Janiec and Havens were lookin� for warb
lers.
In the �en"ral vicinity of Stu�
Pond itsel f Observers Bedell ..�nd
.
Steele

3
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one spot
Observers
were in
vantage. Apparently s
hawks

were tOR ether in
and
Reeve. - and
Van Vorst
another
point of
illl11 1 ta:1e
ously all saw
a number ot
in the
eir,
one of
which immediately
cl aimed
particular attention.

When your editor first saw tha bird
it was about
100 feet above the head ot
Joe Janiec.
Its tremendous wing spread
and dark coloration caught our attention
immediately,
and our first thought wae.
to identify the bird as an ""f').e.
Call
ing it to
Joe's attent ion broup:h t fo rth
the
we noticed
oalling
in
wings. Meanwhile
highe
far a
identification study

soon it was so

the excited
cry:
"Vultunl"
At about
same
time
the
red head
and spoke of it.
;roe replied by
attention t o
the small ness
ot the head
and the pattern
the
was climbing
higher and
r

sky,
and
way
that further
was diff icuJ. t.

the bird
into the

t

A oheok
later with Ed Bedell and
Roy Steele
indicated
that
the
master
minds were by no means in a�reement. Ed
and Roy felt stron"ly that the bird was
them saw
ot
Nei ther
wI tUre.
not a
the red head
and Bedell part1cular�1
remarked
that the vul tUre win� pattern
Nas lackiIlt';.
On the other hand Nelle Van Vorst
and Fra�ces Reeves confirmed the Havens
Janiec diagnosis.
Miss Reeves felt that
her considerable expErience with vult
ures in the South
entitled her views to
some cons ideration. As OT)'losed to this
Roy Steele, who has :llso ho"d a r.z;ood deal
of southern exp eri ence with the vultur e,
is quite as
confident that what ill!. saw
Was not a vultUre.
And there
the matter is
l1l!:ely to
rest.
the
provided
rifle
down e spec
like
oui nion.
in
can always fall back
didnt

R;.'VIEW

Nobody hed
forethought t o be
with a
in order to bring
th
imen, and it begins to look
a matter of
And)
such
cases,
one
on the
old argument:
"You
t see the same
that I saw! II

�irc.

�....lli

the cases
about three dozen spe
cles
birds, reoords estab11shed dur
ing
1n the
a
par
i t st beoause
the
ty
the species,
were found
e
or because of
maximum arr! val or departure dates.
naw

In
of
of
1938
l o c l area .. ere of
t'.cular
n er e
ot
mrl
of
because they
un xpect edly as w1ntering,

Many of the do.tes, particularly of the
vireos, warblers, and oriole, can proba
bly be attr1bute<l to t'le extremely
..arm
wea ther preva .... llng through mld- a nd late
In addition to the da te. 1ndica
Aprll.
ted, many add it ional species wer e w1thin
days of all-time recorda dur
p i and early May.

ing 1"to A r l

one or two

A1.80 htllh-l1ghUng
the year'. recorda
"ere tour epecial investigations, wh ich
�111 be repeated a�R1n th1. year.
One
was a Chrtstmas Census, recorded i� full
in Bird-Lore. A nother waa th e firet lo
cal
br eeding oensulI, alao reported 1n
detan 1:1 Bird-Lore, "'.th Scheneotady
high
in com'Parieon with. other
.placing

\'/h en you tind 1'ragments 01' a blue
egg shell on your l ""n , do n ' t d e c ide too
quickly that a robin le1't them tlle re .
S terlings lay blue e ggs to o ;
nlthou@h
the re ' 8 a d ifferen oe be tween starling
and robin ep�s ,
i t' s easy t o be fooled
i f you aren' t ca re fu l .

BLU E IDG S llliW3

.t..me r lOaD .:iir et - urhed July 4.Le .. . r Soaup Du.ok - Departed June 4.
Sharp-shinned Han - J..rr h e4. .L:a.roh 12 ( a.. enl I .
V l r&la1a Rai l - ur1ged �rU 14Florida Gall inule - urhed. .&.prl l 22 .
Rb&-bi lled Gull - Trans i ent OD Carob 2 0.
iaoUl"ni1l8 Do Y e - J.rrit'ed. l!arob 12 I Sohaeter l & al00 w1ntor > 1 0Uor 1338-1339 .
Y e l low-bi Ued Cuokoo - .A..rr lYed L:.� 6.
Saw.wbet Owl - Recorded June 29 BS w.amer red
dent at 2 , 000 teet ( O'ttal ) .
Brown Creeper - Recorded i n m1 Q-sWMler a t 1 . 500
teet I Hal'eul ) .
:aghtha1l1< - uriYed Apri l 2 6 { Steelo ) .
Flicker - W1nter >1 51tor. 1937 - 1338. at Boll.ton Lake ( B edell I .
"1JIg�1rd -uriYod Apr il 2 9 l aodo ll ) .
iiouae ,'jren - Ar'rhed April 1 8 l !.:.oare I .
B rown Thraaher ... J..rr hed £prl l 2 0 ( Al l en, Stone I .
Robin ... Few " i.e h o n eaoh wi nt er .
Veery - Arri'fed Apri l 1 6 ( VanVors t ) .
& lueb1rd ... Two emal l tlooka o t "int e r 'f l ai tor.,
1337-1338 IF ... . ... B ed.l l ) .
Y e l l ow-throated. Vireo ... Arri'fed j,pri l 16(JIoo re ) .
B lue-headed Vireo ... Arri"ed Apr i l 2 4 (Coore ) .
.ar� l1n& Vireo - urhed Apri l 13 IB a1n�r1dt!0 ) .
Oranae-crowued :tarb l e r ... Two trane i enta. Ni"aIUllO . l:a;> 7.
Naah'f i ll e Warbler ... Summe r resident at 2 , 000
teot I Ut to1 ) .
Ye llow "arbler ... Arr h e d a.pril 2 8 .
£agnoUa Warbler ... Co.a:mon eUllme r rasid ent at
2 , 000 teet tuttal ) .
�rt1e lIarb1er ... &.rrhed J.pri l 2 0 I Hal l l .
B laOk-throated Green ·,�arbler - ur1'f ed 4lri l 27 .
B laokburni8D. .Yarbler ... Arr hed Apri l 28. 5UDDe r
resident at 1 , 500 teet ( Hann. ) , and at 2 , 000
teet t Ut ta.l l .
Prairie "arbler - Apparently eatab l h b ed a. 8WD
mer resident at Karner. . Twent)' or more sing
ing males , p lus t e mal e a , through June and aeen
oarryina tood. in July ( B edell I I colon,y &. m i l e
l o ng 8ll d " o ry narrow. Simi l ar ly reco rded dur
in& 1937 ( Be del l , plus ot hers tram Alb ::my l .
Canedo. ,1arb ler - Arr hed �:aY 7 . Very common 8�
mer res ident at 2 , 00 0 teet I U t tal I .
B " l t imor e Oriole - Arr h e d Apri l 3 0 ( Bainbridge )
Rose-brea st e d �rosbeDk - Arr ived t.:.ay �.
Pu rp l e Finoh ... CO!":llDO n sun:.:ner resid ent at 2 , 000
r ... I Utta1 ) .
aedpoll ... Deported J..p r l l 1 1 .
HenBlow' . Sparrow - � h ed .1prl 1 26 ( Steele I .
J..bundant 5WlBer resident a t 2 , 000 t e e t ( U t ta l )
-- G. B .

s eo tions or t..'1e c OW'l tr y both w1 th !'ftgard
to den s i ty of popula t1 on o! the area in
v e s t iga t e d and tho number of sp e c i e s in
cl Ud ed .
The o ther tw o inve s tiga t i on a
had to do w i t h tho m i d - summ e r bird popu
l a t i on s
of high-a l t i tude
local area • •
One , a red- spruo e , swampy area a t 2 , 000
f e e t e l eva t i o n , wa s inve s tig a t e d
by or
ni th o l og i s t s from Albany and has now ap
pea re d as a Cornell Uni ve r s i ty report. A
s 'lrvey of a 'i"fOO<!8 at 1 . 500 f e e t wa s a1eo
m a d e durinp: t h e y e a r .
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One loc a l observe r ,
commenting on
the heavy migration of winter w rens th i s
s p rinl! , s aid that , al thoUfh he h a d n e ve r
seen mo re than two a t th i s species at
one time befor e,
he had B een a whole
s
te
i
f
h
he reu l i e d : "Three . II

jlO\'l BIG IS A FLO CK ?

story

Late s t anec do te of thi s
type c o n
c e rns J. M. Holl i s t e r of S tratford R o ad ,
who spe nt the winter in Flori da look ing
tor the mookingbird in ord e r to take
colored p i ctures .
One n1c:ht he c ame
home t o his h otel a n d pi cke d up hi s Gaz
e t te to r e�d an illustrated
about
the mockingbird ",,'h i ch WI'\A au ch a regular
vi s i to r to B . D . h!111 e r t s feeding s t a t i on
this D est " l in t e r .

thi s bus i
I t ' s an ol d , old s to ry ,
nes s of look ing fo r a bird all over an d
fin dinp it in your own b a c k yar d . ·We t ve
tol d all who wo u ld l i s t e n how ,
in th e
early days of our b i r d ap� r enticeship ,
we look e d hl t;h and low fo r a Bc reech owl
only to find one n e s t ing in a tree jus t
acro ss the way from . our hOllE .

The next mee ting of tile C lu b w 111
be held ;rune 2 6 at 7 : 4 5 o ' o lo ck in the
S c heneotady Mus eum .
An op en s e s s ion is
planned on the subj e a t of w arbl ers ,
to
be illustrated w ith colo red p ic tures of
the b ir ds and lante rn .l i des .
It i s ex
p e c t ed th at the subj ect w 1 1 1 be of int
erest not only to ac t ive bird s tu dente
but also to those generally in terested
in b i rds .
There w ill be no admi ssion
charge , and the p.>.b l i c ia i nv i ted . C ome
and br ine; you r 1'rien ds for an int e re s t
ing end educational evening.

·N= MEE TING

NOTICE OF OUR

Educat ion , Al i c e Holmes ;
C o ns e rva
tion and S ano ru aries ,
G. H. Bainbri4ge ;
Publ ica tions , Barrington S . Have ns ; Bird
Rec ords , Guy Bartl e t t ;
Junior Aa800i
a te s , Frank Fre es e ; Flnanc e , Chester N .
Moo re ; S e c re tarial , Nell e Van Vorst . - Im
media tely upon e le c tion the Board held a
me e t ing 01' i t s own and eleoted Mr .
Hav
ens ohat rman •

At the first re eu lar me e t 1np: 01' the
held May 22
in
S o he n e c tady. B i rd C lub ,
a bo ard ot dithe S o hene c tady Museum,
re c to rs was ele c te d fo r the f ir s t te rm
in of1'ice .
The by-laws of the o rganiza
tion p rov ide for s even .di re o tors ,
each
to b e chairman o f a c ommittee , end these
were elected as follow s :

DIRECTORS ELECTED

JUNE,

!laloo,. " . X11no

1939

All 0 1' a sud den a r e d - oapp ed he ad
app eered in the ape r ru re w ith a bundl e
01' c hips in the l o ng beak .
Th e s e he
1' lippe d into the air with a to s. of his
h eed befo re he again di sappeare d .
S oon
he re ru rned with anothe r load .
Then the
tapp ing s tart e d agein w ithin the tree .

From all app ea rances that evening
it aee... d as if our new fri e n d had g iven
up his endeavors .
I could s ee a hole
near the tot> of the s hortened trunk , and
su ddenly I he ard a hollow knock ing s ort
o f s ound ,
d i f fe rent from the previous
one .
I dec ided C hip s had f i nal ly dril
led his way into the elm and was fi nish
ing off on the insid e .

Never h aving had the opportunity of
ge tt ing a c lo s e-up o f a woo dpe cker i n
ac t i on , my cur ios ity w as mos t enthu s ias
ti oally arous e d .
I had he ar d
s t ories
whi c h sound ed rathe r abs ur d , but th is
expe rience mo re than subs tanti ated the
b e s t of them.
I am not exaggerat ing
when I liken the e f'f e cts p rodu c e d by
Chip s to a f ai r - s ized W aterfall .
The
chips were c oming s o fast that there waS
a continuous s tre am. of them , fanning out
a t the ground some four or fi ve 1'ee t .
The bird Was good- s i ze d , about 1 2 i nc he s
t'rom he ad to tail ,
a s n ear as I c ou l d
Judg e , 'but e v e n s o t h e re sults that he
achieved s eem m B t uncanny to me .
In
ves tigati on showe d that a typi o al chip
was fUlly an inoh long and he lt that in
bulk .

A t first I thought � p r e s en c e
would d r i ve Chips ,
as We later dubbed
him, aw ay , bu t he d i d n ' t seem t o mind in
the l e ast and kep t right on,
bo r ing a
hole about a f oot from the top end 01' a
s awed-aU elm stub .

Home for lunch at noon I he ard him
again
a c ontinuous tapping 1'rom the
vicini ty of my appl e tree .
I s tealthily
eased out under it , bu t f arther on I ob
s e rve d a s howe r of c h ip. f all ing into a
b e d 01' 1'e rns ,
grow ing under a big elm
tre e .

One spring mo rning abou t a y ear ago
awakened by the rhythmio t�pp i ng
I was
o f a woodpe cke r . P e ering o u t of � bed
roan window I f inally
s aw him, a b ig
fellow , with a rad iant r e d o ap , fly to
the top of a pow e r pole
and p e c k on it'
for s ome mi nu te s .
Apparently s a t is f ied
re
that the pole woul d not meet his
qu i remEn ts he dis"ppb a re d in to the foli
age .

lly

June

gg �� K:� ::" \ � �� � ; :;

The i r work
man depart e d ,

1'inally oomplete d .
the
and C hip s ,
after oool ing

Bu t when one o f the men ol imb e d
high in the tre e to rellD ve a l imb ,
it
w a s t oo much fo r C hip s , w ho apparently
wondered
if he was going to have any
tree lett .
Wi th a rauoous s quawk he
shot out of h i s hol e , and " one-arm ba t
tle e nsued be tween the m an and the b i r d .
Emi tting hi s mo st 1'erooious rasps , Chipe
d ived again and aga in a t the man . Exa s 
per ate d , t h e t r e e man whi ppe d ou t w i til
the e nd or a rope he W as holding ,
and
Chips , s e e i ng the fu t ility of the s i tua
tion, flew to a nearby b i rch tre e . Hop 
p i ng 1' rom branoh to b ranch he ous s e d the
men t he remaind e r 01' the time they w e re
in the tree .



I
gl anc e d up to C hi p s ' hole and
w ond e re d how he woul d take thi . .
In the
shadow of t he opening I s aw the blazing
top kno t w i th a long beak pr otruding
1'rom i t .
Evi dently the noi se wo rr i e d
C h ip s , b u t f o r th e present he w a s k eep
ing qu i e t .

Abou t three weeks later a day c ame
when pandemonium reigned in C h ips ' corn
er of th e yar d .
Interferenoe w i th a
nei ghbor ' s garage had made it ne oess ary
to remove a s e c ti on of C hi ps t e lm ,
and
tree s urgeo ns were bus ily a t work .

From ob s e rva ti ons made I have de
termine d the t the l i fe of the w oo d p e cker
is an o rd e rly , s ys tema t i o one .
On num
e rous o c c as i ons I h9.ve s een Chips fly to
the
tree and let ou t a raspy s qu awk ,
wher�upon the f emale w ould o ane out and
fly aw ay w h 1l e Chips would go in and
ke ep t he ne s t w a rm unt il the Mrs . r e �
turne d from her shopp i ng or lunch .
In
vari ably Chips d i d not l e ave the neat
unt il the Llrs . returne d .

�i� �

OI1e day during the following week ,
hearing some raspy sound s
above me ,
I
was agre eably surpr i s e d to s ee our red
o apped 1'r iend c linging to the e lm bark
at his hole and j abbering sw ay at s ome
thing wi thi n .
Sudd enly the he a d of ae
b
e
o
f
P
ne
n
e
e o
bu
about the same s ize as Chips , w i th rath
e r s pe ckl e d plumage .
I finally d e c i d e d
that th i s was C hips ' w ife and t h a t the
new holll> had met with he r approval .

Enter Mrs . Chips

The f ollowing day saw a rep e t it ion
of th i s p rocedure ,
over and over again .
Then for quite a spell all was quie t .
For a b ou t a week I d i d no t s e e Chips a
gain , and I thought our frien d had g i ven
up an d depa rted .

Vol. I, No. 1

WINTER 19 8 9

FEATHERS

WHAT'S IN A NAME? April 1 950 - Fictitious bird names was the subject, with the onslaught started by none
other than Time Magazine which reported on Dr. Arthur Allen's plans to study the bristle-thighed curlew, "not to be
confused with the tufted dowager, red-eyed crosspatch, all-night thrasher, ruffled spouse, great stench, lesser stench, or
double-breasted seersucker." No sooner had that issue hit the street, than the mail started pouring in with the
following additions to the list no-left tern, state-supported nuthatch, scarlet manager, duck-billed platitude, and
extra-marital lark. Barry Havens added some of his own, including: American regret, wood teehee, purple margin,
weary, startling and wobbling video.
NEW NAMES FOR OLD FRIENDS April 195 1 - In the "It didn't last long" department, we fmd an article on
changes bird names announced by the editors of Audubon Field Notes, including the following:
Old Name
semipalmated plover
alder flycatcher
northern shrike
W i l son ' s warbler

New Name
ri nged plover
Tra i l l ' s flycatcher
gray shrike
bl ack -capped warbler

WESTERNER MAKES GOOD Feb. 1953 - A news item on the house flnch reports that several club members
have made their acquaintance on Long Island The 1951 population was estimated to be 280 birds in Nassau County
and Greenwich, CT. "Origin of the colonies seem to be caged birds released by bird dealers in 1940, following a ban
on their commercial sale."
A OUARTER CENTURY OF CHRISTMAS COUNTS Dec. 1954 - A report on the Schenectady Christmas
Count gave the 25 year composite list at 80 species (it is now 1 17 species). "Starling, crow and house sparrow
represent tbree- fourths of the total (individuals seen)."
SIX NEW SPECIES ON CENTURY RUN June 1 956 - Eleven parties participated in the event, with none
reaching the 1 00 species mark. The six new species for century run records were "Canvas-back, Great B lack-backed
Gull, Mockingbird, Migrant Shrike (loggerhead - ed.), Redpoll, and Fox Sparrow."
1 1,000 BIRDS BANDED March 1957 - A note documenting the prodigious banding work of Margaret A.
Fitzgerald of Amsterdam tallies her efforts at 1 1 ,173 for the period 1950-56. In 1956, she banded 1 ,906 birds with
evening grosbeaks comprising two thirds of the count.
TOO MUCH POISON, TOO FEW BIRDS Feb. 1959 - At the 54th annual convention of the National Audubon
Society in New York City, an afternoon was devoted to the effects of massive spraying of pesticides. A speaker
claimed that 80% of the bald eagles in Florida had been made sterile by DDT accumulation.
DOVEKIE FEATURED 1959 1RIPS Robert Yunick, April 1960 ... Highlights of the 24 local trips were several ... a
Dovekie at Saratoga Lake; ...
TURKEY AND ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER AMONG 148 CENTURY-COUNT SPECIES July 1 959 Century Run champions for the year were Sam Madison and Walt Sabin (as usual). The wild turkey seen by their
group was a banded bird, one of a flock of 16 released by the Conservation Department in the Alcove area in April.
SPEAKERS AND DATES ARE SELECTED FOR SEVENTEENTH SCREEN SEASON July 1 96 1
outstanding speakers have been announced for the 1 96 1 - 1 962 Audubon Screen Tours ... Sep.26 Allan D.
Cruickshank ... Apri1. l6 Roger Tory Peterson.

Five

SBC ONE OF SPONSORS OF STATE CONVENTION IN ALBANY May 1962 - Along with the Alan Devoe
Bird Club, our club sponsored the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs convention. Prices for the meeting will
serve to date the event registration for the entire meeting was $1 .50 and the banquet price was $5.00 including
gratuities. It was reported at the meeting that a bill to end state protection for the great-horned owl had been defeated
in the legislature.
SBC IS 25 YEARS OLD! Dec . 1963 - In a four page article celebrating the flrst quarter century of the club,
Barry Havens highlights some of the changes in bird populations since its forming: "Back in the 1930's a Cardinal
was an extremely rare species, not to mention the Tufted Titmouse, the Gnatcatcher, the Mockingbird, the Vulture
all of which are to a varying degree familiar species here now." "On the other hand, the great Crow roosts of those
bygone days are gone, Starlings less abundant, and hawks far less common."
-
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HAIKU Beverly Waite, December, 1 963
. . .Long-billed Marsh Wren
Endless rattles roll ...
Under them waving cattails
are a sea of green.

CENTURY RUN HAS NOTHING NEW May-June 1968 Cover article by Guy Bartlett. This year' s Century
Run set no records. There were no new species, and the count was four short of the maximum . . .Foliage was well
advanced. Rain, starting anywhere from 2:30 to 4 pm interfered with several groups.
HELP SAVE THE LISHA KILL September 1963. Enclosed with this issue of FEATHERS is a brochure
describing the project of The Nature Conservancy to establish Lisha Kill Natural Area... they must raise $36,000 in
order to acquire the property.
JOHN BULL TO EDIT STATE BOOK September 1964. John L. Bull ... has been selected as permanent
editor-author of "Birds of New York State", it was announced at the 17th annual convention of the Federation of New
York State Bird Clubs, Inc.
BIRD INFORMATION CENTER TO BEGIN July 1965. The records committee of the Schenectady Bird Club
is instituting a new "information center" for the use of Club members. The information center will supplement the
rare bird alert. It will deal with species of more regular occurrence than those reported on the RBA, but ones which
members might like to observe nonetheless. ...located in the homes of three members of the records committee. Club
members wishing to know what interesting species of birds have been seen recently should call one of these members
and will receive from him a short summary.
MEADOWDALE PANCAKE BREAKFAST May 1966. The annual "May Breakfast" was actually scheduled on
May 7th at Meadowdale. 42 observers arrived - some at 6 am, other later - the birds cooperated - 76 obligingly if
somewhat numbly. Other the weather failed to catch the spirit of the venture, for the temperature was 30 degrees at
six and may have risen to 40 by ten, and the wind seemed more like March than May ... At ten o'clock the group
migrated to Howard Johnson' s at Stuyvesant plaza for a most welcome breakfast. Our private room was comfortably
fIlled by the 38 members who attended.
CENTURY RUN HAS 1 6 1 AND ADDS HOUSE FINCH May 1967.
Run ... The house fmch became No. 226 on the composite list.

. ..On SBC's 22nd annual Century

HMBC RULED TAX EXEMPT September 1969. The application made on behalf of the Hudson-Mohawk Bird
Club by its board of directors for ruling that it is a tax-exempt organization under the federal internal revenue code
has been favorably acted upon ... (the club is) free from imposition of all sales taxes .. .It means that property may be
donated to our Club and the donor may claim the value of the property donated as a charitable deduction ...
MRS. REIST DONATES NISKAYUNA PLOT OF 108 ACRES FOR WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Mrs . Henry G. Reist of 1 166 Avon Road has donated approximately 108 acres, appraised at $ 140,000 , to the
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club, Inc. for the establishment of a wildlife sanctuary... will be open to the pUblic ... always
remain a bird sanctuary and nature preserve. Cover of January 1970 FEATHERS taken from the Schenectady Gazette,
Wednesday, December 24, 1 969.
OUR SANCTUARY NEEDS OUR HELP January 197 1 . The Henry G. Reist Sanctuary committee. . .have begun
formulating plans for the sanctuary ... we need active committee members ... and "pairs of hands" to help effect
(plans)... We need more.
Robert Yunick appealing for help in January 197 1 .
YOUTH ACTIVITIES November 1972. Several hundred area school children took part in a children's bird
count on May 1 3 , 1972. For weeks prior to the day they were shown bird slides in their classrooms by HMBC
volunteers ...Created by club members the late Mary Kilcawley and the late Katherine Bordt, this is the twelfth year
that the children's count has been conducted. reported by Lois Norton, long-time chairman of Youth Activities.
THERE'VE BEEN SOME CHANGES MADE Summer 1973. How's your life list? Chances are it's suddenly
become somewhat smaller, for some recent changes made by the American Ornithologist's Union included several
cases where two or more species have been combined into a single species ... Snow and Blue Goose conspecific, and
Widgeon spelled Wigeon... an article by Barry Havens long used by confused HMBCers.
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TAPE RECORDER SUPPLEMENTS BINOCULAR Fall, 1973.
Marx, who brought the tape recorder to HMBC with a vengeance.

No quotes are needed of this article by Bob

HAWK OWL Winter 1974. The hawk owl is a northern bird that came to Vernon, New York, (more
specifically to the Grant motel, 3 miles east of Vernon) at the end of December... They call it a tame owl of northern
Canada ... All in all, we had a great hour and a half viewing the hawk owl.
DIAL-A-BIRD Winter 1975. At 10:38 a.m. on Sunday, January 26, 1975, DIAL-A-BIRD was born. At that
time, the first of HMBC's taped informational messages went "on the air". Its conception and exact parenthood are
uncertain. However, with the helpful nurturing of the board of directors, midwives Lee Madison, Marx and
myself(Yunick) were able to make delivery.
,

BENTON SEGUIN PRESENTED DIAL-A-BIRD AWARD Winter 1976. "Beezer" Seguin was presented the
1975 DIAL-A-Bird Award for outstanding birdsighting reports .. Jn January 1975 Beezer. .. retired :md soon started
birding full time. Almost daily covering the favorite birding areas ... Unfortunately for us, Beezer has moved to
Newburgh. Bill Lee at our annual meeting, made an appeal for 25 volunteer observers to take his place...
,

A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE AWAITS YOU Spring 1976. During this, our 32rul Audubon Wildlife Film
Series, we are struggling for the series' survival in our area. The costs of the films go up; our attendance goes down.
We must have the support of HMBC if we are to go on with this community and club service... Walter
Berlet...Stephen Kress...Tom Sterling...
THE PASSING OF MR . BIRDCLUB Winter 1978. With the death of Guy Bartlett on September 2 1 , 1977, the
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club lost the most valuable member in its 38 year history ... Barry Havens in FEATHERS,
Winter 1978.
THE GREAT GRAY OWL AND BOREAL OWL INVASION OF 1978-79
Spring, 1979 FEATHERS tells it all.

The title of this lead article in the

PROGRESS AT THE HENRY G. REIST WILDLIFE SANCTUARY Fall 1983. As this is the beginning of a
new year, we welcome the opportunity to review what has been accomplished in the Henry G. Reist Wildlife
Sanctuary since a group of Friends of the Sanctuary who were new members of H.M.B.C. offered in April, 1983, to
help with the preservation and maintenance of the Sanctuary ...To Clear the trails ... mark the trails . .. post the sanctuary
(and much more) ... We look forward to meeting you on the newly-cleared trails!
CALIFORNIA BIRDING (WITH APOLOGIES TO CALIFORNIA DREAMING BY JOHN PHILLIPS)
All the birds are green
and their wings are gray,
I went out to bird
on an autumn day,
if I could have chosen I'd be on Point Reyes!
California B irding -- on such an autumn day... B ' Rells, Summer 1983
NAME CHANGE July-August 1968.
A penny for your thoughts - about our Club name change, that is. The Club has long considered the advisability
of a name change. Most everyone says that it's to our advantage, but so far no one has come forth with a name that
sparks the imagination.
In brief, the Schenectady in our name does not reflect our wide geographic coverage in the I I -county area of
eastern New York. In addition, it proves to be a drawback when we approach Troy and Albany newspapers regarding
publicity. Because of a broader outlook on nature, the Bird in our name does not seem to suffice. There is a desire
for some more inclusive connotation. Thus, we come to Club, and some people aren't so sure we need it in our
name. However, we're all for being incorporated. So with Inc., let us begin to reconstruct.
Some say we need a name that suggests our eastern New York geography and should include the entire
Albany-Schenectady_Troy area. Thus we hear Mohawk- Hudson, Hudson-Mohawk, Capital District, etc. Others are
willing to let the geography pass and select a non-geographic name. One can always honor a prominent ornithologist
Some say we should be natural history oriented in order to attract a wider membership. Thus the catchall naturalists
label.
(CONTINUED AFTER THE FIELD TRIP ARTICLE)
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FIFTY YEARS OF FIELD TRIPS
By William Gorman
Field trips have always been one of the major activities of HMBC through out its fifty years of existence. While
I can not personally provide details on the field trips during the club's early years, as Field Trip Committee Chairman
for the past 20 or so years, I have been intimately involved in the club's recent field trips.
In 1962 HMBC offered about two dozen field trips all to local areas. This included the Schenectady and Troy
Christmas Counts. In 1963 we added the Southern Rensselaer County Christmas Count and a two day trip to Cape
Ann. Two years later we had two weekend trips out of the area and by 1970 the number of field trips had increased
to thirty-two. Two years later we took a trip to Matinicus Island, Maine where we found Common Eider with young,
Black Guillemot, Common Puffins and Harbor Seals. In 1974 we added a Wild Turkey trip, a Bald Eagle trip, and a
Golden Eagle trip.
Some of us will remember as we climbed wearily to the summit of Raccoon Ridge a small boy at the top called
out "Hey Mom, look at the way these guys are coming up." That was when we found out there was an easy road to
the top on the other side. The next year we started our Helderberg hawk watch and held our first pelagic trip.
In 1976 we added trips to the Niagara frontier, the north Jersey shore, and Ferd's bog. I can recall some real
anxious moments driving down the ruts of a dirt road on our way to Ferd's bog on our first trip there. Since then
this has become one of our regular trips. Our rare bird trips were started in 1977. It was this year that we first went
to Machias Seal Island where we found Arctic terns, Razorbills, and Common Puffms in addition to Harbor Seals. A
year later, our trip to Messena, NY rewarded us with Gray Partridge.
In 1979 we started our trips to Coxsackie flats. Our pelagic trip to Ocean City, MD was memorable for one car
that missed the last ferry on the way down and had to drive most of the night to get there before the boat sailed in
the morning. Many of us will also remember a somewhat unique experience at the motel. Our local woodcock and
owl trip was also started this year. The following year we ventured to Mio, Michigan for Kirtland's Warbler. In
1982 our club's field trips were up to 37 including a trip to Texas. A year later we went to Amherst Island near
Kingstown, Ontario where we found over a dozen Snowy Owls. The Bluenose Ferry trip to and from Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia turned up Manx and Greater Shearwaters, Wilson's and Leach's Storm Petrels, as well as Northern
Fulmars and many others.
The club's trip to Point Pelee was a memorable and spectacular adventure for all participants. Our 1984 pelagic
trip out of NeWburyport, Massachusetts rewarded the group with jaegers and storm petrels in addition to
Hump-backed, Fin-backed and Minke whales. The Gaspe Peninsula and Bonaventure Island trip provided fabulous
scenery in addition to the spectacle of thousands of Northern Gannets, Black-legged Kittiwakes, Razorbills, Black
Guillemots and many other species.
In 1985 we held our club's longest field trip, to Monterey, California. This trip recorded Black Oystercatchers,
Yellow-billed Magpies, Long-tailed Jaegers, Pigeon Guillemots, shearwaters, auklets, murrelets, and storm petrels.
That year also saw us take a pelagic trip from Hatteras Village, North Carolina. On this trip, Black-capped Petrels,
Audubon's Shearwaters, and a White-tailed Tropicbird were found. The following year, our pelagic trip from
Barnegat, New Jersey rewarded us with both Merlin and Peregrine Falcons resting on the mast of our boat

In 1987 we went to Canada, rising at 3:00 a.m. to hike into the marsh looking for Yellow Rails. In 1988, our
trip to Amherst Island rewarded us with five species of owls including Snowy Owls, Saw-whet Owls, and the rare
Boreal Owl.
In addition to some of the more exotic and long distance adventurous trips just reviewed. HMBC has maintained
a local-long distance balance, including many new and old local trips. Field trips to Five Rivers Environmental
Education Center, Vischer's Ferry, Black Creek Marsh, The Reist Sanctuary, Saratoga and Round Lakes, the lower
Hudson, Vosberg Marsh, Cherry Plains, Palmer's Ravine, Saratoga Historic Park, the Helderbergs, Tomhannock
Reservoir and others have provided frequent local morning and local day trips. While maintaining this balance
between local and long distance trips, we have tried to add new field trips to our schedule each year in the hope of
providing trips of interest to all HMBC members.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks and that of the HMBC to all those who have helped
in the planning, scheduling, and leading of these field trips which have added so much to the success of the HMBC
during its fifty years existence.
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NAME CHANGE July-August 1968 CONTINUED
From all this pondering and wonder comes the following list:
Hudson-Mohawk Bi rd Club
Capit a l D i st rict B i rd C l ub
Hudson Val ley Natural i s t s
Peterson B i rd C l ub
Capi t a l D i st r i c t Bi rd Club

Feathe r s
Mohawk-Hudson Natura l i s t s
Robert Murphy Natural i s t s
Ea stern New York Nat u ra l i s t s
Tri - c i ty B i rd Club

Now, Mohawk-Hudson Naturalists may be a satisfactory, utilitarian name, but for some reason, it simply does not
excite anyone, or has not so far at least In order to resolve this dilemma of a new name, the board is throwing the
question out to you. The board intends to act at its September meeting on a new name. Therefore, voice your
pleasure or displeasure with the above before then to the president (phone#).
Better yet, come up with a neuron-tingling moniker yourself.
Editor's note (Ann B 'Rells): In the next issue of Feathers, the board offered two sets of alternatives, Mohawk-Hudson
or Hudson-Mohawk, and Bird Club or Naturalists, to be voted on at the 1969 annual meeting. We know the
outcome.
* * * * *

THE RECORDS COMMITTEE
By Walton B. Sabin
The Records Committee, at least as regards its reports appearing in Feathers is concerned, was functioning from
the very fIrst issue. The committee at that time was called "Bird Records" and the chairman was Guy Bartlett The
original by-laws called for the election of seven directors of the organization, each to be the chairman of a committee.
It fell to Bart's lot to be elected a director, and because of his knowledge and expertise to become chairman of the
Bird Records committee. It could not be determined at this late date whether there were other members on the
committee.
The committee certainly was productive and regular. In addition to quarterly reports of bird sightings, it also
involved itself with breeding bird censuses in various sites centering around Schenectady. At times it included areas
in the hinterlands at higher elevations or in habitats not found in or adjacent to the city.
Another feature produced by members of the records committee was a series of specialized bulletins. They were:
No. 1 - THE Pll...EATED WOODPECKER - some notes on its habits and its distribution, by Havens and Bartlett,
May, 1943, l lpp;
No. 2 - THE PURPLE MARTIN - some notes on its habits and its distribution, by Havens and Bartlett, July, 1943,
12pp;
No. 3 - THE EVENING GROSBEAK- some notes on its 1943-1944 visitation, by George and Ann Bainbridge,
August, 1944, 12pp;
No. 4 - BIRDS TO LOOK FOR MONTH BY MONTH, which appeared serially in FEATHERS March to December
1944 (Vol. 6, no. 3- 12) 1945, 14pp;
No. 4X - same title as #4 but combined with BIRDS OF EASTERN NEW YORK, which appeared in FEATHERS in
February 1947 (Vol. 9, no. 2), 1952, 28pp;
No. 5 - WARBLERS OF EASTERN NEW YORK, Their Seasons and Songs, by Barrington S. Havens, May 1947,
16pp.
No. 6 - THE S B C BAEDEKER, Where to Go, and When, and How, and Why -- A Survey of Birding Areas of
Eastern New York State, by Rudolph H. Stone, May 1952, 28pp.
No. 6A - THE S B C BAEDEKER, again, May 1962, by Peter P. Wickham and Walton B. Sabin.
Unnumbered - WILD BIRDS AT YOUR FEEDING STATION, by Barrington S. Havens, January 1967, 1 8pp.
(These bulletins are described fully in the Publications article elsewhere in this issue).
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In the early years the committee caused breeding bird surveys to be published in FEATHERS, and even some to
be published in the predecessor to "American Birds".
Other features, which continue to the present, are the annual Christmas bird counts which get published in the
bird records journal of the National Audubon Society (its name has changed over the years - presently it is called
"American Birds") as well as in FEATHERS, and beginning in earnest in 1947, the annual century run (the Guy
Bartlett Century Run since 1978) published only in FEATHERS. In FEATHERS, Vol. I , pp 3 1 -34 are summarized
pre- 1939 Schenectady Christmas Bird Counts for 1929 through 1938. The gray partridge, in 1932 only, is no longer
found in our area.
One-time features included a chart entitled ' A quick look at "inconspicuous" sparrows', which appeared in
FEATHERS, Vol. I , P 20, Sept. 1939; and another chart called simply "The Flycatchers" in FEATHERS for Dec.
1942 (Vol. 4, p l IO). Both of these charts were prepared as identification aids.
The Records committee initiated the first rare bird alert in 1963 which functioned as a phone chain to get the
word around to those members interested in reports of rarely seen birds in our area, or at most half-a-day's drive
away. This system, or one similar to it, has continued, off and on, to the present. In addition to the rare bird alert,
HMBC has had online the Dial-A- Bird phone system (see the article on Dial-A-Bird in this issue) which has for
fourteen years disseminated infonnation on recent bird sightings, as well as announcements of field trips and other
events. It also provides an opportunity for the caller to report bird sightings and to ask for membership infonnation.
It does not however function as a rare bird alert. which requires rapid phone contact since in many cases the rare bird
response time is critical to success in seeing the rare bird.
The Records committee continues to function, but can only do so if the club members will report their sightings
to it in a timely fashion. The reports are only as good as the data reported to the committee. A three page article
detailing the functions of the Records committee appeared in FEATHERS, Vol. 46, pp 1 16- 1 18, Fall 1984.
The heart of the Records committee is the records. The following four tables therefore concern such records,
including Records committee chainnen, first sightings on Century runs known, first sightings in the area known, and
first sightings on Christmas counts known. I apologize if I have omitted any first sightings. It was easy to miss
some in sifting through fifty years of records. Oh, if they had only been on the computer!

Table 1 .
Reco rds Commi ttee Chai rmen i n o rde r o f f i r s t service
can dete rmine . ) ( * deceased)
* Guy B a rt l e t t
* George Bainbridge
* B . D . Mil le r
* W . R . S teele
* John L . Voght
* Mi ldred C r a ry
* G . Mal colm Andrews
* F r a z e r Turren t i ne

Allen Benton
Jame s Me ritt
Brother Austin
Walton S abin
Peter Wickham
H a zel Bundy
Ma rion F o rd
Ri chard Philion

( a s best a s I

* Gladys Sne l l
Richard Guthrie
Wi l l i am Cook
Robert Budl iger
Peter Feinberg
Linda Armst rong

Table 2 .
L i s t of spe c i e s for which f i r s t s i ghtings on the Guy Bartlett Century
Run s , and bef o re , a re known , and the year for each .
Snowy Egret 1 9 8 3
Cat t l e Egret 1 9 6 3
Rough- l egged Hawk 1 9 8 5
I ce l a nd Gul l 1 9 7 8
Caspian T e rn 1 9 8 6
Long- e a red Owl 1 9 6 1
Black -backed Woodpecker 1 9 6 1
Ruby- c rowned Kinglet 1 9 4 7
White -eyed V i reo 1 9 7 6
P rothono t a ry Wa rble r 1 9 4 7
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Little Blue Heron 1 9 8 0
Gl o s sy Ibis 1 9 52
King Rai l 1 97 3
Les se r B l a c k -backed Gul l 1 9 8 6
Common Ba rn-Owl 1 9 7 9
Yel low-be l l i ed S apsucker 1 9 4 7
Common Raven 1 9 8 6
Blue -gray Gnatcatcher 1 9 4 7
Yel l ow-rumped Warble r 1 9 4 7
House Finch 1 9 6 7
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Table 3 .
List o f species f o r which f i r s t sighti ngs i n the a rea a re known,
the year f o r each .
Greater Shea rwate r ( 7 6 )
Cattle Egret ( 5 7 )
S c a rlet I b i s ( 6 5 )
Greate r Whit e - f ronted Goose ( 7 1 )
Eura s i a n Wigeon ( 3 9 )
Barrow ' s Goldeneye ( 3 9 )
Golden Eagle ( 5 1 )
King Ra i l ( 52 )
Les se r Golden-P l ove r ( 5 2 )
Huds onian Godwit ( 7 9 )
Purple S andpiper ( 3 9 )
Ruf f ( 6 3 )
Wi l s on ' s P ha l a rope ( 6 9 )
P oma ri ne Jaeger ( 7 9 )
Le s se r B l ac k -backed Gul l ( 8 1 )
Black-legged Kitt iwake ( 6 8 )
Caspian T e rn ( 6 3 )
B l a c k S kimme r ( 7 6 )
Thi c k-bi l led Murre ( 5 0 )
Great Gray Owl ( 7 1 )
Black-backed Woodpecke r ( 52 )
We s t e rn Kingbird ( 62 )
Gray Jay ( 4 4 )
Tufted T i tmouse ( 5 2 )
Mountain Blueb i rd ( 7 4 )
Bohemi an Waxwing ( 4 6 )
Yellow-throated V i reo ( 8 4 )
Kentucky Warbl e r ( 5 6 )
We stern Tanager ( 6 5 )
Dickc i s se l ( 6 0 )
Sharp-t a i led Spa rrow ( 3 9 )
We s te rn Meadow l a rk ( 6 8 )
P ine Gro sbeak ( 3 9 )
Hoary Redpoll ( 6 0 )

and

Snowy Egret ( 62 )
Yel l ow - c rowned Night -He ron ( 4 0 )
Gl o s sy I b i s ( 5 2 )
Green-winged ( Eu r a s i a n ) Teal ( 62 )
Tufted Duck ( 8 6 )
Black Vulture ( 6 0 )
Yellow Rai l ( 8 4 )
S andh i l l Crane ( 6 7 )
Whimbrel ( 6 7 )
Ruddy Turnstone ( 52 )
S t i l t S andpiper ( 3 9 )
Long-bil led Dowitche r ( 7 1 )
Red-necked Phala rope ( 5 2 )
F ranklin ' s Gull ( 8 2 )
Glaucous Gul l ( 6 3 )
Ivory Gul l ( 8 2 )
Lea s t Tern ( 7 6 )
Dovekie ( 5 9 )
Monk P a rakeet ( 7 2 )
Rufous Hummingbi rd ( 8 4 )
S ay ' s Phoebe ( 8 7 )
S c i s s o r-tailed Flycatche r ( 5 6 )
Black-bil led Magpie ( 5 5 )
Carolina Wren ( 4 4 )
Varied Thrush ( 6 6 )
White-eyed Vi reo ( 5 3 )
P rothonotary Warble r ( 6 9 )
S umme r Tanage r ( 62 )
Blue Gro sbeak ( 5 6 )
Spotted Towhee ( 8 4 )
Chestnut -col l a red Longspur ( 63 )
Yellow-headed B l a c kb i rd ( 4 3 )
House Finch ( 6 4 )
Evening Grosbeak ( 4 0 )

Table 4 .
List o f spe c i e s f o r which f i rs t sightings o n l o c a l Chr i s tmas b i rd
coun t s a re known , and the year f o r each .
s = S chenectady ; t = T roy ; r=Southern Ren s s e l a e r ; g=Green ; a=Albany .
P ied-bi l led Grebe - 1 9 5 6 s , t
Gadw a l l - 1 9 8 1 t
Barrow ' s Goldeneye - 1 9 5 8 t
Bald E agle - 1 9 5 1 t
Peregrine F a l con - 1 9 5 1 s
Vi rgini a Rai l - 1 9 6 4 s
Common S n i pe - 1 9 5 8 s
Thaye r ' s Gul l - 1 9 8 3 t
Short - e a red Owl - 1 9 6 0 s
Red-be l l ied Woodpecker - 1 9 7 5 s
E a s t e rn Phoebe - 1 9 4 6 s
Tufted T itmouse - 1 9 5 3 s
Mountain Bluebi rd - 1 9 7 4 9
Wat e r Pipit - 1 9 8 3 r
Ovenbi rd - 1 9 8 7 a
Northern Cardinal - 1 9 4 5 s

Mute Swan - 1 9 7 7 t
Euras i an Wigeon - 1 9 8 4 t
Osprey - 1 9 6 7 r
Cooper ' s Hawk - 1 9 4 6 s
Gray P a rt ridge - 1 9 3 2 s
Ki l l deer - 1 9 62 s
P omarine Jaeger - 1 9 7 9 t
Les se r Black-backed Gul l 1 9 8 4 t
Red-headed Woodpecker - 1 9 7 3 s
Black-backed Woodpecker - 1 9 5 6 s
F i s h Crow -1 9 8 3 s
Wood Thrush -1 9 6 9 r
Northern Mockingbird - 1 9 6 0 s
Bohemi an Waxwing - 1 9 4 6 s
Wi l s on ' s Warbler - 1 9 8 4 r
White-c rowned Spa r row - 1 9 6 9 s

15

WINTER 1 9 8 9

FEATHERS

DIAL-A-BIRD
By William Lee
"Hello, this is Dial-a-Bird, brought to you by the Hudson Mohawk Bird Club".

With those by now very familiar

words , the voice of Bob Yunick began the Club's foray into the Rare Bird Alert - telephone tape recorded message
service we know as Dial-A-Bird.

That message, on Jan. 26, 1975 featured news of a Hawk Owl near Utica, and the

flrst state record of Mountain Bluebird, found by club member Dick Guthrie.

It was soon followed by news of the

flrst Long-billed Curlew to be seen in NY in forty years, the flrst attempt at nesting in NY of White-winged Crossbill,
and, just flve weeks later, the unprecedented Ross's Gull at Newburyport, Mass.
Those of us of us involved in convincing the Club's Board to initiate and fund the Dial-A-Bird service the
previous autumn had little notion of what we were getting ourselves and the Club into. Elated by the quality of
content in those flrst messages and the interest and warm reception with which they were received, we were unaware
of the many frustrations and technical problems that lay ahead. Now, almost flfteen years later, I'd like to share with
you some of the trials and tribulations of those early Dial-A-Bird years; and yes, some of the joys and rewards those
of us involved in providing the service have enjoyed.
Dial-A-Bird was intended to serve the Club in a number of ways.

First and foremost, it was to inform and

educate the public; increasing their interest and awareness of birds. It was to promote and publicize Club events such
as fleld trips, the Audubon Wildlife Film Series, club meetings and programs, and events of like-minded similar
purpose organizations. It was to alert and inform Club members and area birders what to look for, where and when.
Lastly, it was to announce views of rarities, so that the listers among us could quickly learn of desired lifers or add to
their state records.
To initiate Dial-a-B ird, the Board authorized a subscription to a telephone line and purchase of a telephone
answering machine capable of a three minute recorded message.
primitive, although it seemed a technological marvel to us then.

By today 's standards that flrst machine was
It could not take incoming messages, necessitating a
wide "intelligence network" to gather birding news for the message. We quickly established a network of "foreign"
correspondents, not unlike that of the news services, all over the state whom Walt Sabin and I called weekly to pick
up whatever birding news there was.

The Adirondacks, the Catskills, Montezuma Refuge, Watertown, Ithaca, Hudson

Valley, those areas and others were contacted regularly and items of birding interest gleaned. Our correspondents
were supplemented by calls to the Rare- Bird Alerts and birding hotlines then existing in the Northeast - Boston,
Buffalo, Washington, D.C. - how few there were in those early days!
Bob Yunick and Bob Marx shared the recording chores that first year, to be joined by me the second year, and
later, by Dick Guthrie as voices of Dial- A-Bird. I needn ' t remind them of the discipline, nay, tyranny, imposed by
the three minute time limit of that flrst tape. Scripts had to be written, honed down mercilessly to three minutes or
less, rehearsed and timed out for recording.

Often, as the hour got later, the script got longer because of the

narrator's fatigue. I learned that it was best to write, edit and rehearse the tape in the evening and record the
message flrst thing the next morning. Mistakes were fewer and the same message took many seconds fewer to
narrate when

the voice was fresh and well-rested.

Two years after Dial-A-Bird' s start, the volume of calls received had risen to 900-1000 calls each week.

This

heavy usage had worn out our flrst machine, and in March of '77 it was replaced. The new machine had two
wonderful features -- a recorded message of variable length -- no more timing of our scripts! -- and the ability to
record incoming messages which could be remotely retrieved. Now we could receive incoming messages about fleld
sightings, inquiries about the Club and its activities, and questions about birds - identiflcation, feeding, etc. You
wouldn' t believe some of the questions we've been asked, and answered or referred to experts elsewhere to answer.
Along with this advantageous feature came a major drawback -- the crank and hoax call , the heavy breather, the
screamer, the babbler, the patch artist connecting you to a ringing, unanswered phone. The phone conversation I had
with an Albany Police lieutenant investigating the Department's Internal Affairs when, at flrst, neither he nor I knew
the identity of the other, was worthy of a Johnny Carson comedy routine. Try to explain returning a call to
Dial-A-Bird to a cop who

thinks you're ftling a complaint about police corruption!

Enough about the problems, they were more than offset by the many beneflts of Dial-A-Bird.

Among those

benefits were the statewide network of birders with whom we became good friends -- the Club rarely sets off on a
fleld trip somewhere within the state without a flrsthand report of what's around and where to look. Often we are
met by and guided personally by our area contact. Secondly, knowledge about and documentation of the Capital
District and NY State' s bird life has been vastly improved. In addition to the Hawk Owl, Mountain Bluebird and
Ross's Gull of our flrst winter, consider these additions to New York's ornithological history -- recorded by, and in
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some cases, a direct result of Dial-A-Bird:
The Greater Shearwater seen by Dick Guthrie in June of '76 flying up the Hudson past New Baltimore after a
hurricane, and found on Lake Champlain near Burlington two days later by Vennont birders alerted by our
Dial-A-Bird contact there;
The Boreal Owl in Saratoga Springs in Dec of '78 and the specimen, the only record for Schenectady County, in
Feb. '79;
The Great Gray Owl invasion of ' 79 with 64 in New York State and 18 local reports;
The fIrst inland New York record of Black Guillemot found on the Club's Rare Bird Trip in Jan. '78 in
Westport Harbor on Lake Champlain and shared with many North Country, Adirondack, and Vennont, birders;
The rust area Lesser Black-backed Gull was at Colonie LandfIll in Nov. '76, a record early date and the 4th
upstate record;
The Stellar's Eider at Scituate, Mass. in March of '77;
The adult male Lark B unting at Wampsville, Oneida County in May of '77;
The Western Grebe at Tupper Lake in July of '78;
The California Gull at Rockland Lake, Oct. '78, and
The Painted Redstart at Dansville, Jan ' 80, the last three of these rusts for NYS;
The Pomarine Jaeger on the Troy Chrisunas Count of 1979;
and last, but certainly not least, the Ivory Gull at a Saratoga Springs feeder in Jan. '82.
Life listers among us will realize how much Dial-a-Bird has contributed to us by thinking back over that partial
list. Over time, those of us doing Dial-A-Bird have learned much about the infInite richness and variety of bird life,
migration patterns, seasonal and geographical distribution, and periodic irruptions and invasions. Many personal
friendships with other birders and relationships with other Clubs are some of the personal benefits I've enjoyed
through or because of Dial-a-Bird. The Club has enrolled many new members, educated and infonned the public,
strengthened its programs and services, and enjoyed many other intangible benefIts from Dial-a-Bird To those who
made it a reality and continue to make it work, we all offer a sincere Thank you.
* * * * *

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTING - A TRADITION
By Robert P. Yunick
While we celebrate the Club's 50th anniversary, Chrisunas bird counting celebrates its 90th anniversary this year;
and the just past Schenectady count celebrated its 60th year of continuous coverage - one of the longer in the country
and the world. I say "world," because the idea of Chrisunas bird counting has grown beyond U.S. contiguous borders
to include Canada, Alaska, various PacifIc islands, and Central and South America. The idea began in New York,
and much of its history and tradition lie here, and Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club has been a significant contributor to
that tradition.
It began in 1 900 when Frank Chapman of the American Museum of Natural History, and then-editor of
Bird-Lore magazine, proposed an alternate idea to the then waning, traditional Christmas day hunts of the time,
wherein wildlife - game and non-game alike - were shot as part of a competitive event. He suggested a "Christmas
Bird-Census." His idea took hold, but slowly and humbly; because after all , birding was not then a popular pastime,
nor one often admitted to except by eccentric, gray-haired, old ladies, no disrespect intended.
The rust local count occurred in 1905 at Gloversville where a Charles P. Alexander went afield from 1000 to
noon and reported to Bird-Lore magazine: 2 crows, 14 goldfinches, and 1 1 chickadees. That year, the metropolitan
New York hot spots were reporting 1 0 to 1 1 species. A Saratoga count in 1 9 1 2 was next, followed by Albany in
19 16, Schenectady in 1 9 1 7, Fort Plain in 1 9 1 8, and Canajoharie and Waterford in 1 920. The Albany count was
conducted in the years 1 9 1 6 through 1923 and 1927 by Clarence Houghton, a name prominent in early, locally
recorded ornithology. On that fIrst count he scoured the area west of the city from 0930 to 1430 on December 24th
and found 9 species. As a sign of the times he commented on a flock of 1()() starlings as "an unusual sight in this
section."
The rust Schenectady count in 1 9 1 8 was conducted in Central Park by Walter Philo on Christmas day. Between
0930 and 1400 he walked 7-8 miles through 7 inches of snow, under a dull sky and against a strong NW wind to
report 53 birds of 6 species.
19 19, 192 1 , and 1923.

He repeated the count, with some expansion of area to Woodlawn and Vale Cemetery in
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The Fort Plain count that began in 1 9 1 8 is a bit of a legend, worthy of note. Douglas Ayres, Jr. began that
count that year with a 10-mile walk between 1000 and 1630, locating 50 birds of 10 species. Seventy years later, his
name still appeared among the 1987 participants! Through the years he has walked, skied and snowshoed the route,
at first alone, then with a dog, then 2 dogs, and also with other people. In his 70 years of counting, he's missed a
couple. For some reason, he did not report in '29 or '33.
Through the years, as you can imagine, he's worn out a few dogs. His 1920 count, conducted with one other
person, included in the observer list the term "also dog." Nowhere does he identify the dog's findings, but through
the years the dog was no doubt helpful in locating some of the pheasants and grouse that he reported. In 1 922, he
identified the accompanying dog as his beagle "Sam." Sam went afield through 1927. In 1928 a cocker spaniel called
"Sandy" was enlisted. In 1930 Sandy had company in the form of a dachshund named "Umpy." Sandy the spaniel
ran the route from 1928 through 1938. In 1940, a new dog, "Budgie" was commissioned. But by 1942, neither
Budgie nor any other dog was mentioned, probably not that Budgie was not along, but more likely because he was a
victim of editing in New York City as count reporting format became more formal. Rules were rules and dogs
apparently were not allowed in the report An era had ended.
Those are some events from the earliest years. Following 1920, some additional co�nts came and went The
Waterford count, a forerunner to the first count called Troy in 1925 and 1926, was conducted in 1920 through 1923
by Edgar Bedell, another prominent, early, local ornithological name. A Rensselaer count was held in 1928 and 1929,
first by E. G. Nichols and then in 1929 by him, Guy Bartlett and others. Guy Bartlett's name is one of the most
prominent in Club Christmas count records. 1929 was the year Barry Havens, whom we recognize for his efforts in
founding and nurturing the Club, began the first of the continuous Schenectady counts. Bart no doubt would have
participated were it not for a family holiday gathering elsewhere in the state, where coincidentally he was on a
Christmas count In 1933, Barton J. Baker, Barry, and Vince Schaefer, whom
founding, ran a count at Minerva in the Adirondacks where they succeeded in
also reported counts in 1949 and 1950 from Jenny Lake using the count name
Bird Club ran a count in 1945, and Rensselaerville counts covering the Huyck
1952.

we recognize for his part in the Club
locating 3 1 7 birds of 8 species. Barry
Corinth. Amsterdam 's former Sassafras
Preserve were reported in 1949 through

Let's now look in more detail at the counts sponsored by the Club. Schenectady is the oldest with continuous
coverage from 1929, first run as I indicated by Barry Havens. Next year he was joined by Bartlett, Houghton and
another frequent birding name of the '30's, Joe Janiec. From that beginning, the count grew. In the first 50 years
through 1979, over 325 people had participated. Guy Bartlett was listed as a field participant, feeder watcher or
compiler in 44 of those counts - a record unparalleled locally to my knowledge. Other long-time participants were
Alice Holmes, 33 years, whom we recognize also for her active role in the Club's early development, Stephanie
Podrazik, 33 years, and Esly Hallenbeck, 3 1 years.
The Schenectady composite list stands at 1 17 species. The count attracts typically 20 to 30 people, with a
maximum of 49 in 198 1 . In the 1930's and '40's, 25-35 species were usually recorded. By the 1950's, the annual
list grew to 40 to 45 species, and typically 40 to 50 through 1976. Since 1977 it has averaged 55-60 per year. In
the early years 3000 to 5000 birds were found per count In the past 10 years that has risen to 10000 to 1 5000 , and
reached a maximum of 1 5 398 in 1986, thanks in part to dumps and the clientele they attract - starlings, gulls and
crows. The top species record is 64 in 1983. As with all local counts, the results are published in American Birds
by National Audubon Society, and in the Club's publication, Feathers. In the years 193 1- 1938, Guy Bartlett, under
the pen name G. B . Aves published the results in the Schenectady Gazette.
The Troy count has a more, shall we say, "checkered" history. The early Waterford and Troy efforts of the
1920's were essentially abandoned until after World War II. The War brought, among other things, greatly improved
and more economically available optics. Peterson' s field guide was now a little over 10 years old, and was growing
in popularity and use as a revolutionary way to identify birds. Gasoline and rubber were no longer rationed. Cars
were again coming off production lines - a great birth in interest in enjoying the out of doors was in the making.
In keeping with those times, 5 venturesome souls, Crawford Dunlap, Alice Holmes, Minnie Scotland, Nelle
VanVorst and Guy Bartlett, staged an "experimental" Troy count in 1947. The count was not reported to National
Audubon Society, but was noted in Feathers. It was too snowy, too windy, and the 4 party-hours afield were
considered not in keeping with usual count standards of the day. Based on the promise of these results, however,
plans were made to run a real count in 1948. Three days before that count, over 4 inches of rain began to fall,
causing flooding, ice damage, power outages, evacuations, etc. Needless to say, the count was canceled. Thus, on its
first official outing for 1 948, Troy bombed; it enjoyed and still enjoys the distinction of being the only Club count to
date (involving SO far 123 count years) to be weathered out. What a start!
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Nevertheless, in 1949 on December 3 1 st, G. Malcomb Andrews and Ernest Geiser conducted and reported the first,
official, continuous Troy count. But Troy, baptized by a flood, has redeemed itself. It leads the local composite species
list with 128, and ties with Southern Rensselaer County an area record of 69 species. The availability of water plays a
large part in its higher species totals. Depending on ice conditions, the species totals rise and fall erratically. Thirty to 40
species were the norm in the 1950's, with 50-60 in recent times. Recent counts have produced 10000-20000 birds per
year, with a record 22594 in 1987. Some people might quibble over the Troy count's age. The last count in 1988 was
the 42nd year of counts, with one experimental count, 40 reported counts, and one flood to show for the effort; or it was
the 40th consecutive, official count, post flood

-

take your pick.

Southern Rensselaer County is the Club's newest count, first conducted in 1966 by 12 observers. 1988 was its 23rd
running, and that coupled with Schenectady' s 60 years and Troy's 40 years (conservatively) gives Hudson- Mohawk Bird
Club a total of 123 count years - a total that very few clubs can come close to matching. Since Southern Rensselaer got
its start in what we might call the more modem era of birding, it began with a species tally of 44 on its first running, and
by its fourth year set a record 69 species that has yet to be exceeded. It typically attracts 20-25 people, with a record of
37 in 1983, usually 55-60 species and 10000-20000 birds. The record total count was 42739 in 1974, thanks to over
3 5000 starlings. Much has happened since Clarence Houghton commented on those 1 00 starlings in Albany in 1916.
In addition to the Club's 3 sponsored counts, there are several others held regionally by various individuals or
sponsoring organizations. Among the older ones are the Catskill-Coxsackie count and Chatham count that predate 1960.
Among the more recent, with their date of inception, are alphabetically: Albany County, 1987; Cobleskill, 198 1 ; Hudson
Falls, 1983; Johnstown-Gloversville (where it all began locally in 1905), 1982; Salem; and Saratoga Spa State Parle, 1985.
Expanding our scope beyond the immediate area, and considering only the years since 1960, New York state has
reported counts from 78 locations through 1987. There were 66 New York counts in 1987 placing it third worldwide
behind 100 in California and 83 in Texas. The highest 1987 New York species list was 1 35 on Long Island's Southern
Nassua County count, and the lowest was 23 at Old Forge. Albany County had the distinction of being the only new
count in New York in 1987 listed among 55 new counts in Mexico, Brazil, Hawaii, and Newfoundland, among other
places. Among the 1 5 3 1 counts, 1494 were of Canadian and U. S. origin, with 37 from Central and South America, the
Caribbean and Pacific. A total of 4 1 920 people participated and they counted 193.4 million birds. That's the good news.
The bad news is that 169 million, or 87.6%, of them were grackles, cowbirds, blackbirds, and, you guessed it, starlings.
The top species list was 2 1 5 from Freeport, Texas, where 147 field observers took part There is considerable annual
rivalry between Texas and California over top species list But shucks, it's easy to achieve that record. All you have to
do is first enlist 147 birders; tell them to go out and each fmd only 1 1/2 distinct species, and there's your record list
Anybody can do that - even Texans.
But one astounding record that Texas did not share was the maximum individual count That record fell to Pine
Prairie, Louisiana, where 1 03,697,871 birds were recorded (notice I did not say "counted"), and over one-half were
Red-winged Blackbirds, accounting for the additional record of the highest single-species total (again, I did not say "count")
ever on any Christmas Count. The lowest count was one species and 3 individuals - all Common Ravens - at Prudhoe
Bay, Alaska.
Why do people do this? Why brave all forms of weather including wind chills down to 50 degrees F below zero, and
all else that goes with Christmas counting such as early rising, spousal permission and spousal repayment, coming home
late, being tired, complaining about the day, etc. Well, it's fun, it's competitive, and it has value.
The Christmas Count is one of those few quantified or normalized kinds of counts. It has set rules on the area to be
covered, the date of coverage, and it relates the results to a standard unit of observer effort called "birds per party-hour."
These rules create a data base of scientific relevance. Changes in distribution and population become apparent. The
invasions of irruptive boreal species such as various hawks and owls, finches, nuthatches, and chickadees become
discernible. For many years these data were little studied. However, due to the recently emerged popularity of these
counts, and the recognition of their dormant wealth, and the advent of computerized analytical methods, more studies are
being presented to help better understand certain aspects of winter bird life.
Little did Frank Chapman know what he had started in 1900. Little did he know how that idea would grow,
increasing in importance, popularity, and value. In recent years, as birding as a hobby has grown in popularity, some folks
have even begun to own up to being birders, and some Christmas counters have gone so far as to brag about their role as
such, and some even have committed to being photographed for the local newspapers and such. We are riding a crest of
change - and it is exciting. Many local people have little known or appreciated the part that this region, and this Club,
and its many volunteers in particular, have played in developing and nurturing this rich tradition. After reading this, I hope
that there is among you a greater understanding and appreciation of this tradition and legacy. Here's to another 50!
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THE CENTURY RUN

-

A RITE OF SPRING

By Robert P. Yunick
On May 16, 1932 the Schenectady Gazette carried a news article by G. B. Aves that began, "Schenectady has
joined that relatively small group of places to have recorded more than 100 species of birds in one day." G. B. Aves
was Guy Bartlett, an active Schenectady birder who participated in that first Century Run on May 14, 1932, and for
whom the Club's present Century Run is fittingly named. He, along with Barry Havens, Joe Janiec, Beezer Seguin,
Joe Overstreet and some Boy Scouts combed the Schenectady, Watervliet Reservoir, and Indian Ladder areas between
0530 and 1400 to located 103 species. They birded as 4 groups, changing partners frequently during the day. The
highest individual's species list was Bart's 83. As was the custom in those early years, they also birded the following
day, finding 97 species for a weekend composite of 1 15.
The early Century Runs had a short tenure. The 1933 count yielded only 98 species, a high group list of 7 1 and
a weekend composite of 109 species. The last of the early counts in 1934 produced 105 species and 1 16 for the
weekend; but fmally two people, Bart and Barry, personally exceeded the century mark with 101 species each.
The lack of an organized club at firSt, coupled with the lingering economic effects of the Depression, and the
disruption of the War directed people' s attention and energy to matters other than birds in the 1930's and '40's. Not
until May 12, 1 946 was Century Running resumed, and it has been a traditional rite of Spring ever since. Five Club
members, Nelle Van Vorst, Minnie Scotland, Alice Holmes, Guy Bartlett and Malcomb Andrews, ran that count as a
single group starting at 04 10 and quitting at 1735 with 105 species. They found their lOOth species at 1 5 1 5 at Indian
Ladder.
What is Century Running? Some would say it is a form of voluntary insanity, or masochism. Call it what you
want, perceptions vary widely. Still others think of it as casual fun, but to the diehard competitor, it is anything but
casual. It is an intense form of competition with oneself, with others, and with history.
The object is simple: go afield on a designated day in May as an individual or as a coherent group (you'll be
incoherent by the end of the day), and in that 24-hour period identify by sight and/or sound as many species as
possible, minimally 100, in any areas of one's choosing within the Club's l l-county area. While HMBC still
practices that basic idea, some organizations have elected to use this event as a fund raiser by asking participants to
seek financial pledges payable per listed species; and in the ultimate, as in New Jersey, to serve as the basis for the
"World Series of Birding," complete with international competitors, a trophy, manufacturer endorsements and loads of
hoopla. The thrill of the big time has even attracted some HMBC'ers as participants.
However, back in tamer upstate New York, much has happened to our Century Run. Birders no longer quit at
the hundred mark to be able to enjoy dinner at home. Species lists have grown as has time afield. In 1987, the time
barrier was met when, for the frrst time, a field party birded the entire 24-hour period from midnight to midnight
Through the early years the day's composite list varied from 1 30 to 145 species until 1953 when a record 1 54 was
achieved, then 155 in 1962, followed by 1 6 1 in 1964, 1 80 in 1980, and finally 188 species in 1986. Can we achieve
200 species by the year 2000? With more field work, possibly. We are within reach, and I here and now issue that
challenge.
The historical composite list stands at 24 1 species and 2 hybrids. It has increased, on average, one species per
year for the past 25 years, defying previous thoughts about it having peaked. Individual party records have grown
also. The early years saw records set frequently. By 1965, a record single group effort of 129 species was achieved,
to be exceeded by 1 34 in 1 9 8 1 , 148 in 1982, 1 50 in 1984, and 1 56 in 1986. With 4 new records set in this decade
alone, after 35 years of previous effort, it is apparent that the competition is intensifying and one can only speculate
and wonder what the 1 990's may bring starting next year.
But before rushing into the 1990's, there still remains this year's 45th Guy Bartlett Century Run on May 20th - a
last opportunity for more records for the 1980's. Please join this May madness - every species counts. And for the
long-range planners, we have only 43 years until the century celebration in 2032 of the first Century Run. See you
there!
* * * * *
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AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS - AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS
By William J. Lee
For thirty-five years, the Schenectady Bird Club and its successor, Hudson Mohawk Bird Club, sponsored a
natural history film series of five notable naturalist photographers annually. Among the notables who spoke and
presented their fIlms in Schenectady were Alexander "Sandy" Sprunt, Jr., Roger Tory Peterson, Allan D. Cruikshank,
and Olin Sewell Pettingill, all of whom made several appearances here over the life of the film series. In addition to
enriching the community's cultural life and educating the general public to birds, natural history, and the environment,
The Audubon Screen Tours/Wildlife Film Series provided a firm financial base for other Club activities and programs
which the modest dues structure of the Club would not support. Club programs and activities were promoted while a
table displayed the Club's publications - some for free distribution, others for sale. It brought the Club 's members
together on a regular basis, enhancing communications among members and offering an opportunity to conduct club
business while attracting many prospective new members.
The Schenectady Bird Club had occasionally brought speakers of national stature in the world of natural history
to Schenectady. From its first open meeting in November of 1939, when Alexander Sprunt, Jr. spoke on "Spectacular
Birds of the South", the Schenectady Bird Club sought to reach a wider audience. That program, free to its members,
was open to non-members for a 25 cent admission fee. Apparently, the attendance at that first open program was
encouraging enough that the Club decided to try it again a year later, when Roger Tory Peterson, "noted artist and
writer" was brought to Nott Terrace High School 's Auditorium with a program of slides and motion pictures,
"Attracting B irds to Home and Garden."
The novelty of such programs, now taken for granted, and the sense of concern and fmancial risk to which the
Club was exposing itself permeate the November, 1940 Feathers headline article promoting the event Subtitled "Do
Your Part", it observed "The November meeting, with Roger T. Peterson as the speaker is a particularly important
one. Upon its success or lack of success, so far as attendance is concerned, depends the verdict as to whether or not
SBC will endeavor to bring other noted bird authorities to Schenectady. It can be assumed, of course, that the SBC
membership is interested in such speakers; but unless there is an additional demand for tickets there will be difficulty
in meeting the program committee's budget. ... Let's make the meeting a success, so there

can be more like it! "

Although the admission fee to the general public had been raised to 30 cents, Roger Tory Peterson apparently
was enough of a hit to encourage the Club to sponsor more such events. On March 3 1 , 194 1 Allan D. Cruikshank
appeared at Nott Terrace High School with "Wildlife Through The Lens. "

The pace quickened through 194 1 , with Dr.

Arthur A. Allen of Cornell University presenting on May 16, 194 1 at General Electric's Rice Hall "Hunting With
Microphone and Colored Camera" , a jointly-sponsored program with the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club. On Oct 15,
194 1 L . B . Fletcher presented "B irds In Your Garden" and for the first time an admission fee, a nominal 25 cents ,
was required of members, non-members paid 35 cents. On January 26, 1942, Walter Elwood of Amsterdam 's
Sassafras Bird Club showed colored motion pictures to SBC, and the public, in his second appearance here. The first,
a year earlier, appears to have been at a membership-only meeting.
Although World War II had started, 1942 saw the Club sponsoring three more motion picture or slide programs
when Walter Elwood was followed by Maurice Broun of Hawk Mountain Sanctuary fame who narrated a film on the
Sanctuary on March 30 at the "Old Chapel" at Union College. Also shown at that meeting were two reels of film on
the Maine Audubon Nature Camp, made by Mr. and Mrs. Allan D. Cruikshank. On April 17, a statewide observance
of Birds Day was commemorated with a color film, again jointly sponsored by SBC and the Mohawk Valley Hiking
Club, by John Storer, entitled "Wings West from Florida." On October 2 1 , Henry Boyd of the Columbia Broadcasting
System presented "Colored Stereopticon Slides" in a program entitled "Tales From Birdland. "
World War IT gasoline and tire rationing had its effect, as the Club, after offering four programs in 1942, pulled
back to two programs for the remainder of the war years. Alexander Sprunt, Jr., who had spoken at the Club's first
open meeting in 1939, spoke at Nott Terrace H.S. on October 28, 1943. His talk "illustrated with all color motion
pictures " was "A Naturalist Afield, Afloat and Aloft" and was open to non-members at an admission fee of 35 cents.
In March of 1944, Mrs. Laurel Reynolds presented "Fun With the Birds" using "colored motion pictures to illustrate
her talk In March of 1945, the membership of the Club at its annual meeting voted to sponsor "five popular lectures
on bird and nature topics." Arrangements were to be made jointly with the National Audubon Society to present the
."

programs in 1945 and 1946.
On Oct. 2, 1946, Howard Cleaves inaugurated the "SBC Lecture Series " at Central Park School's Auditorium
with "Midnight Movies in Animal Land." The Audubon Screen Tour programs were on their way with John H.
Storer (in his second appearance since April 1942) following on Nov. 6 with "Birth of the Land. " Laurel Reynolds,

21

FEATHERS

WINTER 1 9 8 9

Olin Pettingill, Jr., and Karl Maslowski rounded out the series' fIrst year's program which was described as a "series
expected not to yield a profit but pay its own way."
Pay its own way it apparently did at series prices of $ 1 .50 for Club members, $2.00 for non-members and $ 1 .25
for students. With such notables as:
Cruikshank: (Nov. '46, Feb. & Nov. '50, Oct '54, Sept '61),
Olin Pettingill, Jr. (Mar. '47, May '59, Jan. '68),
Alex Sprunl, Jr. (May ' 50, Sept. '62),
Roger Tory Peterson (Jan. '50, Feb. '54, April '62, Nov. '70).
The series was a sellout by its 1 8th season in 1 962-3 when more than 800 season tickets (many of these on the
family plan) were being sold. Some twenty years after its inaugural, Eleanor Byrne and Barry Havens, then co
chairing the 1965/66 Series committee, cautioned subscribers to renew early as "for several years demand for tickets
has exceeded the supply." S ince 1 959, the Niskayuna High School auditorium with a capacity of more than 1000 was
consistently fIlled with appreciative audiences. Occasionally, Colonie and Linton High School auditoriums had to be
used when Niskayuna's wasn't available.
In the 70's, with the widespread availability of nature series on television, a slow decline in attendance began.
In 1 974n5, when I succeeded Libby Ellis as Program Committee Chair and became responsible for the Film Series, I
reported a decline in ticket sales and a defIcit of approximately $250 at the 1 975 Annual meeting.

In April of 198 1 ,

Tom Diez's "Northwest Adventures - Adventures in Penn ' s Woods" brought the formal schedule of the Film Series to
a close, although the Series actually didn't end until the 29th of April when Walter Breckinridge presented "Migration
Mysteries" as a make-up film for one canceled by a November snowstorm .
Schenectady Audubon Wildlife Film Series ended.

Thus, thirty-fIve years after its start the

* * * * *

HMBC ACQUIRES THE REIST SANCTUARY
By Samuel R. Madison
For years SBC had yeamed to acquire some property in its area which could be set aside as a sanctuary and
managed to retain it in its natural state for the benefIt of the club and the public. In the '50's and '60's some serious
thought had been given at many SBC board meetings to the acquisition of some land in the Pine Barrens, but we felt
we lacked the financial resources. Later when we had accumulated some funds, mostly from the Audubon Series
Lecture Tours, the price of land in the Pine Barrens had gone out of sight We looked elsewhere but could find
nothing suitable at a price we could possibly afford.
In 1 968 we learned that Mrs . Henry G. Reist, widow of a famed General Electric engineer, who had had an
important part in the development of alternating current generators, wanted to dispose of their old farm in Niskayuna.
It was southwest of St. David 's Lane, comprised about 109 acres, and now was mostly wooded. It was zoned
residential and was nearly surrounded by development. Most interesting, we learned that she did not want the land
developed, but was anxious to preserve it in its natural state.
offer had been refused.

S he had offered to give it to the town as a park but the

A committee consisting of Robert P. Yunick, Walton B. Sabin and Samuel R. Madison was created to seek to
acquire the property . Then began a careful, protracted series of negotiating sessions with Mrs. Reist and her
representatives and advisors. We knew that we could offer to pay only a portion of what the property was worth.
Because of her advanced years -- she was in her late 80s -- the fact that she lived alone and her only daughter lived
in Iowa, we wanted to make certain that no one, family or otherwise, could claim that we had taken advantage of her.
So we asked her attorney to see that she got the advice of her bank: and her fInancial advisor and tax consultant, and
that the property was appraised by a real estate expert who could advise her in writing of the property 's worth on the
market

Meanwhile an application was fIled with the Town of Niskayuna to have the property rezoned from

residential to a Land Conservation District
On October 30, 1 968, the SBC board tendered Mrs. Reist $7500 for the property, explaining that we recognized
that our offer was far below its value on the market but that the greatest consideration SBC could offer was the
service we would render in taking care of the property. SBC committed itself to maintain it and preserve it in its
natural state for scientific, educational and esthetic purposes for the benefIt of the public. In order to have the
corporate power to buy and hold real estate, reincorporation was undertaken and HMBC was created on April 4, 1 969.
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In the fourteen month period between SBC's original offer and the date when HMBC took title to the property,
the negotiating committee was kept very busy. The culmination of their efforts was that after Mrs Reist had
consulted all her advisors she instructed her attorney to advise us that she had determined to give the property to
HMBC as a gift. Meanwhile all the other steps had fallen into place and HMBC acquired the deed to the property on
December 22, 1969. What a wonderful Christmas present!
.

It is obvious from her actions that Mrs. Reist was generous and public spirited. She was a refined and cultured
lady and it was a delight to talk with her. From the outset of the negotiations to the end it was a pleasure to do
business with her.
The Henry G. Reist Sanctuary is a woodland oasis within a developed area in the town of Niskayuna It has
trails for observing native birds, mammals, wildflowers, trees, and other plants. The trails also afford opportunity for
hiking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. The terrain is relatively flat, with very gradual changes in elevation,
permitting easy walking. There are many native wildflowers, native hardwoods, red and white pines, and swampy
areas. The Sanctuary is easily reached from Schenectady by going east on Route 7 (Troy Road) past Balltown Road,
right (south) on Morgan Ave. The Sanctuary entrance is straight ahead on Morgan Ave.
In the ensuing years that the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club has owned and maintained the Henry G. Reist Wildlife
Sanctuary, its members have met the responsibilities that are connected with the management of an area such as this.
The request made by Mrs. Reist at the time of her generous gift, that the trails be kept clear, marked, and posted, has
been observed. In addition, we feel that Mrs Reist would be pleased to learn that the Sanctuary serves an educational
purpose, and that frequent use of the trails is made by Cub Scouts, Brownies, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and school
classes.
.

In Niskayuna, the neighbors of the Sanctuary have recognized that this forever wild property is a valuable
resource not only for the birds and wildlife inhabiting it, but for the surrounding community as well. Consequently,
they have joined the HMBC in large numbers, and have pledge their help in maintaining the area and in meeting
some of the financial responsibilities. Additional community support was generated in January 1986 when Troop 3 1
of the Niskayuna Boy Scouts offered to take on the Reist Sanctuary as part of their ongoing Community Involvement
Program. In addition to organizing work details in the Sanctuary, the Troop is in charge of distributing fliers
throughout the area promoting membership in HMBC. Some of the scouts have achieved their Eagle Scout status as a
result of their involvement with the Sanctuary.
On March 2, 197 1 , the Niskayuna Town Board passed a Resolution honoring the memory of Margaret B. Reist
for her public spirited act in donating the property which became the Sanctuary. A second Resolution was passed by
a subsequent Town Board on April 1 , 1986, this time honoring HMBC on the occasion of the 1 6th anniversary of the
Reist Sanctuary, and in which the Board recognized and expressed appreciation for the contribution made by HMBC
to the community.
The Henry G. Reist Wildlife Sanctuary, since its inception, has succeeded in bringing out the best in everyone
connected with it. It has generated community spirit among the members of HMBC, the town government of
Niskayuna, its residents, and Boy Scout Troop 3 1 , while providing a safe haven for the birds and wildlife living
within it. All of this at a time when our planet is becoming increasingly aware of the importance of protecting our
dwindling resources and wildlife habitats. We feel we are engaged in the noble pursuit of preserving a wildlife
sanctuary and its wetlands for our future generations to enjoy as we have.
* * * * *
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PUBLICATIONS HISTORY
By Ann E. B'Rells
The history of "FEATHERS" is the history of the bird club, for the first issue of the magazine is dated June

1939, right after the first regular meeting of the Schenectady Bird Club, which was held on May 22nd at the
Schenectady Museum. Barrington S. Havens was elected chairman of the Publications committee at that meeting.
"FEATHERS" was a monthly in 1939, and continued that way in 1940 with a couple of double issues, a technique
still enjoyed by editors! Guy Bartlett became editor for the August-September 1940 issue, a post he held until
February 1942, and then again from 1944 to 1950, and again 195 1 to 1964, a record never beaten nor likely to be
bested.
EDI TORS OF FEATHERS
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Vol .

1
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Co-editors did layout for the printers and a whole lot more.

1989

A constant contributor was Carol Wernick, who was

Art Editor for many years, and whose art is still used today.
TECHNICAL DETAll..s
The first few issues ran 4 or 8 pages, with the longer format soon becoming the norm. Very long issues were
common when material warranted. Also standard was the 5 1f2 inch wide by 8 1f2 inch high, two-column format.
This format was popular because it fit into a field guide. The two columns were dropped in favor of an
across-the-page style in September, 1942. The format size continued until 1979 when FEATHERS became 8 1/2 x 1 1
with a change to typewriter copy instead of printset. Another change made along the way was a change to bimonthly
in 1965 and then to quarterly in 1973. The editor's job became easier in 1983 with a move to word-processing, and
results got quicker and prettier with a move to a laser printer in 1987. The future is almost here, as some
contributors provide computer-ready copy on computer disk, and scanners read other typewritten text right into the
computer. This issue of FEATHERS uses all these facilities !
CONTENTS
From the first, records including the Century runs and Christmas Counts, have been a large part of FEATHERS.
Field trip reports including species lists are another tradition. But FEATHERS has never been either stodgy or dull,
as some the samples through the years attests. There has always been room in FEATHERS for Features including
vacation reports and conservation, club news of course, and opinion on birding matters.
OTHER PUBLICAnONS
From almost the very beginning, "FEATHERS" was not the only publication of the club. A club directory was
produced, though with so few members in 1939 this would not be the chore that the current over 300 members would
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be. Also, a club field trip list was included in the magazine at first. It's interesting to note that in 1 94 1 , the field
trips alternated Saturday and Sunday, and were carefully planned so as not to interfere with the Mohawk Valley
Hiking Club.
Special publications have been an enriching part of the publications of the bird club. The SBC Baedeker
(Bulletin 6) was published twice, it was so popular, first in May 1952 and then in May 1 962.
The first three bulletins were brought about by the WGY Science Forum broadcasts which featured Barrington S.
Havens. In these broadcasts, birds were discussed and letters about sightings and experiences were requested. Then
Barry would come back for another broadcast to summarize the fmdings.
Bulletin No. 1 was THE PILEATED WOODPECKER - some notes on its habits and its distribution, by Havens
and Bartlett, May, 1943. It was an 1 1 page compilation of incidents and experience of different birders in the area,
including Vincent Schaefer and C. E. Bedell. It had the prettiest cover of any club publication, the Fuertes painting
of the pileated(plate #63 of Birds of New York).
Bulletin No. 2 was THE PURPLE MARTIN - some notes on its habits and its distribution, by Havens and
Bartlett, July, 1 943. This 12 page booklet includes a thorough two-page description of the bird and its living habits,
and twenty reports, which included detailed behavioral observations, and even instructions for martin houses.
Bulletin No. 3 was THE EVENING GROSBEAK- some notes on its 1943- 1944 visitation, by George and Ann
This 12 page booklet followed the pattern of Nos. 1 and 2, but also had summary of

Bainbridge, August, 1944.
records for this incursion.

Bulletins No. 4x was BIRDS TO LOOK FOR MONTH BY MONTH, combined two club publications, Birds of
Eastern New York, first published in 1937, and again as Feathers for Feb., 1947, and Birds to Look for Month by
Month, which was Bulletin No. 4 in Feb, 1945. The Birds of Eastern New York were 1 2 pages of individual species
listing with commonness and locales and including extreme dates, and with some details. The type was VERY small.
The Month-By-Month section was twelve pages, one for each month, plus a key to summer and permanent residents.
It showed a checklist with rarity listing for about 250 species. What we wouldn' t give for an up-to-date version of
this now!
Bulletin No. 5 was WARBLERS OF EASTERN NEW YORK, Their Seasons and Songs, by Barrington S.
Havens, May 1 947. After a brief description of warblers in general, this pamphlet is devoted to detailed descriptions
of the warbler songs including the musical notes on the scale.
Bulletin No. 6 was THE S B C BAEDEKER, published in May 1952 and authored by Rudolph H. Stone. It's
subtitle tells it all - "Where to Go, and When, and How, and Why -- A Survey of B irding Areas of Eastern New
York State. In 28 pages 1 7 favorite spots in Eastern New York's ten counties were covered, and 14 beautifully
detailed maps showed terrain, roads, and spots to stop at. The places chosen read like a field trip list of today, and
included such favorites as Meadowdale, Watervliet, Niskayuna Widewaters, Vischer Ponds including Vischer Ferry,
Tomhannock, Lower and Upper Hudson, Saratoga Lake, and Vale Cemetery. Some seem to be lost to us; Hoffman's
Wolf Hollow off Route 5 , for example.
B ulletin No. 6A was THE S B C BAEDEKER, again published in May 1962 and authored by Peter P. Wickham
and Walton B . Sabin. Warren County was added and it became the 1 1 county region, but the areas covered were
similar. This time there were 18 spots and 6 maps, and fme species discussion and directions.
Bulletin with no number but a wonderful history is WILD BIRDS AT YOUR FEEDING STATION, by
Barrington S . Havens, January 1967. This 18 page bulletin included do-it-yourself designs for feeder and squirrel
guard, as well as discussions on food types, bird baths, feeder pests and birds to look for, and ended with a
bibliography. This booklet was always in demand, and sold out several printings.
Another Bulletin was on building birdhouses, this was sold out so that no copy exists in the editor's collection,
but only in her memory -- sorry. Barry Havens also wrote that one.
CHECKLISTS: Checklist have been the most popular of the publications, with thousands of copies of both the
small and large checklists sold. In 1984, the AOU changes settled down, so that that is the list used today.
The best way to show the history of club publications, however, is to sample "FEATHERS" over the years, as is
done in another article in this issue.

25

WINTER 1 9 8 9

FEATHERS

HMBC
AND
THE FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS
By Samuel R. Madison
A meeting to organize the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs was held in Amsterdam , New York on
October 25 and 26, 1947, hosted by the Sassafras Bird Club.

At that meeting, the Federation was organized with a

charter membership of 12 local bird clubs throughout the state, including the SBC. Beatrice Sullivan and Guy Bartlett
attended the meeting as SBC representatives. Many members of SBC became charter individual members of the
Federation.
The Federation was conceived to facilitate cooperation amongst bird clubs as well as individual birders throughout
the state. It was felt that such an organization would stimulate interest in the study of birds in the state and improve
record keeping.

By working together in one state-wide unit birders would have a stronger voice in the halls of the

legislature and appearances before state officials on conservation matters. One such early success was New York's
law to protect hawks and owls which is largely due to the Federation 's efforts.
A constitution was drawn up and it was decided to hold annual meetings at various places in the state with field
trips as well as a birding paper program. The Federation began publication of The Kingbird which disseminates
birding developments and serves as a medium for the collection, reporting and evaluation of state birding records.

The Federation took on the task of sponsoring a bird publication to update Eaton 's Birds of New York. Its
efforts, after years of re search, writing and much fmancial struggle, resulted in John Bull's Birds of New York State,
which was published in 1974 with periodic updates. Its next major publication effort was the creation of a
"Baedeker" for New York:. This led to the publication of Susan Rodney Drennan's Where to Find Birds in New York:
State (The TOO 500 S ites) in 198 1 .

The annual convention of the Federation i s always an enjoyable and instructive event.

Its paper sessions, field

trips, and dinner have stimulated birding activity and enabled many birders to become better acquainted with each
other. For the third meeting, held in Ithaca in 1950, SBC had to charter a bus to transport its large group.

As SBC and HMBC, our bird club has been active in promoting and hosting Federation conventions. Alone, or
in conjunction with neighboring clubs, we have been host to many conventions. The Fifth Annual Convention was
held in Schenectady in 1952 with myself as General Chairman.

The latest convention hosted by HMBC was held in

Saratoga in 1986 with William Lee as General Chairman.
Many members of SBC and HMBC have been very active in the Federation. Our members have served as
Federation Vice President, Treasurer, Editor of The Kingbird, and as Chairmen of the Convention, Conservation,
Auditing and Incorporation committees.

When the Federation was incorporated in 1956 all five of its certificate's

signatories were SBC members.

* * * * *
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH ACTIVITIES
By Ann B 'Rells
In a way, the club started because of education, with Barry Havens and his birding classes. That education was
important from the very beginning is shown since the June 1939 FEATIlERS lists Alice Holmes as Education director
and Frank Freese as Junior Associates director.
In many ways, most of the club activities could be called "education". The Audubon fIlm series featured
elsewhere in this history was certainly very educational and attracted many of the public. Club sponsored lectures
often featured prominent birders. From the WGY Science Forum radio broadcasts which featured Barry Havens to the
more recent call-in shows with Robert Yunick, the radio has featured club leaders in an educational role. Dial-A-Bird
informs the community. Club pamphlets and checklists have had a large educational value, also.
Many club members after Barry Havens have taught classes in birding locally. In the early days fIrst the Mohawk
Valley Hiking Club and then the Schenectady Bird Club itself sponsored beginners bird study classes taught by Mr.
Havens primarily and held at the Schenectady Museum. Lately high school extension classes and classes at the
community colleges have served this purpose. In the 1970's Bob Marx and most recently Richard Guthrie have
doubly enriched the club by helping to raise the level of local birding while bringing in new club members from their
teaching.
A very important activity of the club has been giving bird identifIcation and information talks in the public
schools, often with a slide show. This time-consuming task has been done by many club members and education
(sometimes Youth Activities) chairpersons.

The club has also had a special relationship with scouting, from the fIrst contact of Barry Havens, (merit bad
counselor in bird study) with "Beezer" Seguin as a scout getting a merit badge through Frank Freese as fIrst Junior
Associates director and a very active scouts' master, to the scouts who help with trail clearing in the Henry G. Reist
Sanctuary.
It is diffIcult to know at this late date all the activities that went on for youth in the early bird club years. The
author has had to glean hints of busy days in schools, etc. from such articles as FROM TIlE SCHOOLS in
FEATIffiRS , Sept. 1944, which described letters from schoolchildren about their bird observations sent to Nelle Van
Vorst as head of the Schenectady Bird Club.
One extraordinary youth activity is best described by the following item from the November 1 972 FEATIlERS:
YOUTH ACTIVITIES: Several hundred area school children took part in a children's bird count on May 1 3 , 1972.
For weeks prior to the day they were shown bird slides in their classrom
o s by HMBC volunteers ... Created by club
members the late Mary Kilcawley and the late Katherine Bordt, this is the twelfth year that the children's count has
been conducted. reported by Lois Norton, long-time chairman of Youth Activities. (Mary Kilcawley w. listed as
Youth Activities director, as was Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Scott in the early 50's). (The author apologizes to any of the
wonderful people who worked in the early days on this committee, because lack of directories available to her made
omissions certain.)
Lois Norton was one of our most long-dedicated Youth Activities leaders. Before her, Beverly Waite served for
many years in this category, as well as offering the fIrst Pancake Breakfasts before the mobs led the club to
restaurants. After Lois's tenure, Beth Phillips took over, and labored valiantly until 1983. Margaret Kelly was our
last Education chairperson.

* * * * *
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Senator Hugh T . Farley's
NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club
WHEREAS, The Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club was founded originally as the Schenectady Bird Club on May
22, 1939 from a group within the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, as a direct and natural result of educational classes on
the subject of birds which were initiated by Barrington Havens; and
WHEREAS, As early as the June 1939 issue of "Feathers", the club's newspaper, which has been in continual
publication since its first printing, reference is made to Alice Holmes as Education Director and Frank Freese as
Junior Associates Director; and
WHEREAS, Education has always played an important role in the existence of the HMBC, with many of the
activities revolving around the sharing and dissemination of information collected by the members, who numbered
about fifty at the time of the founding of the club; and
WHEREAS ,

Among t he o r i g i n a l Charter Membe rs

B a r r i ngton Havens

o f t he

HMBC were :

Ruth Heacox

A l i c e Holmes

Edna

Vincent

S chae f e r

Ma rgaret

Sachs

Rudolph

S t one

Robe rt Unde rwood

Smi t h

WHEREAS, The HMBC has sponsored lectures featuring prominent ornithologists, and has participated in the
WGY Science Forum radio broadcasts of the 1940's, and recently has provided experts for local radio call-in shows;
and club pamphlets and checklists have been published and widely distributed; and
WHEREAS, Outstanding among these educational programs has been the role played by Dial-A-Bird, which
was born on Sunday, January 26, 1975, and has been in continual operation since that time, dispensing valuable
information to birders about unusual birds in the area, taped messages to inform and educate callers, promote and
publicize club and related environmental management events, programs, and field trips; and
WHEREAS, The educational programs have extended to ongoing activities for youths, encouraging the active
participation of area school children in the fascinating world of birding; and
WHEREAS, HMBC has initiated an additional educational project entailing the permanent placement of video
tapes on birding, throughout a widespread network of area libraries, to be added to periodically; and
WHEREAS, HMBC has welcomed the public to join its members on birding field trips near and far, where
with expert guidance they enjoy and appreciate both the birds and the natural areas they inhabit, these trips numbering
well over a thousand over the years, currently averaging thirty to forty a year, and including a May "Century Run",
which logged a record 188 species in one day in 1986; and
WHEREAS, Even before the formation of the club, its members-to-be began participation in National Audubon
Society Bird Counts, starting with the Schenectady Count in 1929, followed by the Troy Count in 1945, and the
Southern Rensselaer County Count in 1966, all of which have been held each year to date; and
WHEREAS, HMBC played a role in the founding of, and sponsored several annual meetings in the area of,
the New York State Federation of Bird Clubs, which publishes state-wide bird siting records; and
WHEREAS, In 1969, as a result of concerted efforts on the part of dedicated members of HMBC, the Club
received the generous donation of 108 acres in the Town of Niskayuna to be designated a forever wild refuge, and
named the Henry G. Reist Wildlife Sanctuary; and since that time, the members of the HMBC have given generously
of their time, efforts, and money to this project and have committed themselves to permanently maintaining the
property as a nature and bird sanctuary; and
WHEREAS, This project has generated community support and activity, enlisting the aid not only of the
surrounding neighbors and residents, but also those members who live outside the immediate area, emphasizing the
fact that this is an altruistic endeavor to be a part of supporting the State and national efforts to protect all of our
environment, starting with that in our own local area; and
WHEREAS , The Town of Niskayuna has praised the HMBC in a Resolution dated April 1 , 1986 for being a
good neighbor in the Town, and for providing this valuable Sanctuary for all to enjoy; now, therefore, be it
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RESOL YEO, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to congratulate the Hudson-Mohawk Bird
Club on the occasion of its Fiftieth Anniversary; and be it further
RESOLYEO, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed. be transmitted to Richard Waugh, President
of the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club.

* * * * *

THE FUTURE OF THE BIRD CLUB
By Richard Waugh
Our bird club takes a look back at the past 50 years, and as the outgoing president in our 50th year, I have
been asked to look forward a few years. Unfortunately, or fortunately, as the case may be, I can't look forward
another 50 years.
It has been my belief that major goals of the Club are to bring together people who have a common interest
in birds and to provide those people with the means to improve the quality of their birding skills.
DIAL-A-BIRD is one of our major communications vehicles. Steps have been taken to improve reliability by
purchase of a new answering machine and to make it more accessible when repair is necessary.
We hope to publish FEATHERS , a second communications tool , on a timely basis.
to continue sending fliers on special events by frrst-class mail to ensure receipt.

We also hope to be able

There would be no Club without the Members. We have made a commitment to establish better
communications with new members. New-member packets and a timely addition to our mailing list are attempts to
integrate our new members into the Club.
The EDUCATION COMMITIEE , dormant for several years, is being reactivated to offer identification
workshops for interested members. There was a gull workshop in the fall; a sparrow workshop is scheduled for
spring. Videos of interest to birders have been donated by the Club to area libraries to be circulated to interested
borrowers.
New field trip chairman, Bob Budliger, says of the FIELD TRIP Schedule, "If it ain't broke. don't fix it"
However, some added field trips on weekdays before work: have been scheduled. and the committee will be planning
further ahead for trips in the frrst half of the year.
The Club is attempting to provide PROORAMS with interesting and educational topics which will serve as a
place for members to meet and talk to their fellow birders.
REIST SANcruARY contributions are being dedicated to the use of the Sanctuary Committee to maintain the
sanctuary. The committee has an on-going responsibility to monitor attempts to develop on the borders of the
sanctuary.
The future of the Club looks rosy -- as long as there are birds, there will be birdwatchers.

* * * * *
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SPECIAL 50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY COMMI TTEE
Robert P .
B a r r i ngton S . Havens ( ' 3 9 )
S amuel R . Madi son ( ' 4 8 )
Ann E . B ' Rel l s ( ' 7 1 )
Wi l l i am J . Lee ( ' 7 2 )
Daniel F � Ruge ( ' 7 6 ) ·

Yun i c k ,

Chai rman ( ' 5 0 )
Bette Moon ( ' 8 3 )
Ro-Lin Chu ( ' 8 3 )
Betty C a l l anan ( ' 8 6 )
Mardy Moore

SPECIAL EDI T I ON CONTRIBUTORS
B a r r i ngton S . Havens ( ' 3 9 )
S amuel R . Madi s on ( ' 4 8 )
Walton B . S ab i n ( ' 62 )
W i l l i am Gorman ( ' 6 7 )

Ann E . B ' Re l l s ( ' 7 1 )
Wi l l i am J . Lee ( ' 7 2 )
Ri chard P . Waugh ( ' 7 7 )
Alan Mapes ( ' 8 1 )

* * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * *
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FEATHERS EDI TOR :

Ann B ' Re ll s , 3 Okara D r .
D I A L - A - B I R D

Apt 7 , S chenect ady 1 2 3 0 3
4 3 9 - 8 0 8 0

Publi shed Qua rterly by the Hudson-Mohawk B i rd Club,

355-5615

I nc .

MEMBERSH I P :
Life - $ 2 5 0 ;
S u s t aining - $ 2 5 ;
Active - $ 1 5 ;
Student - $ 6 ;
Each per year with a n addit i onal charge o f $ 2 per addi ti onal family · member .
Membership Chai rman :
Daniel Ruge , 1 2 8 Chestnut St . , Albany , N . Y . 1 22 1 0
Write o r call 5 1 8 / 4 4 9 - 1 0 8 7 ( evening s ) .
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HUDSON-MOHAWK B I RD CLUB ,
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Alan Mapes
Five River s Cente r
Game F a rm Road
Delma r , N . Y . 1 2 0 5 4
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