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The Schenectady CBC has been held each year for the past 88 years, starting 

with the first count in December of 1929, making it one of the longest-

running CBCs in the state.  Twenty-four birders were afield this year in nine 

field parties covering the 15-mile diameter count circle between 5:30 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m.  There was one feeder watcher. 

Once again, the weather in the week leading up to count day had a 

profound effect on our results.  We had a snowstorm on the preceding 

Sunday and Monday, followed by nights below freezing throughout the 

week.  On Thursday, a cold front came through, accompanied by howling 

winds that precipitated a major southward movement of SNOW GEESE and 

CANADA GEESE.  The front ushered in temperatures Friday that were in the 

single digits overnight and mid-teens during the day, icing up much of the 

open water in the count circle.  Snow was forecast for count day, but it was 

predicted to be a rather fast-moving storm and expected to last only 

through the morning hours. 

Actually, the snow didn’t affect the count very much other than to make for 

poor visibility and sloppy roads.  It started around 4:30 a.m., allowing for 

some pre-dawn owling with only a thin coat of new snow on the ground, 

and was largely done by noon.  A positive aspect to the snow was that it 

tended to drive birds to feeders and make them easier to spot.  Field teams 

reported an average of 4 inches of snow when it all ended.  Temperatures 

rose throughout the day, from a low of 21° to a high of 32°.  Wind was not an issue, with a high of 10 mph in 

the morning and 5 mph in the afternoon. 

 
 (continued on page 29) 
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Year-end Review 

 
There's one to two feet of fresh snow on the ground as I'm writing this, but we 

can continue to hope that spring weather is just around the corner as we 

approach the vernal equinox. This is also the end of the HMBC business year, so 

I want to update the members on some of the events and issues of the past 

year. The Club has increased its activity in the area of local conservation issues 

this year. I'm happy to report that Kathy Schneider (former NYSOA President) 

joined the HMBC leadership team this year as our new Conservation Committee 

Chair. Kathy hit the ground running by engaging on local habitat management 

and restoration issues at Ann Lee Pond in Colonie, and the Deer Mountain 

Preserve in Ravena. The Board has worked for some time on developing a new 

vision for the Conservation Committee, focusing on local issues where we hope 

we can have a tangible effect on management decisions to effectively maintain 

habitat for birds and other wildlife, and to improve opportunities for wildlife 

appreciation by birders and the general public. Applying that same concept to 

our own Reist Sanctuary in Niskayuna, Mike Gann was instrumental in engaging 

the pro bono assistance of the Union College forester, Joe Conti, for work 

around the sanctuary on downed trees and leaners that need to be addressed 

where they could pose a hazard along trails. We hope to begin that work soon.  

Mike also coordinated with local residents who planned and conducted an 

educational event at the sanctuary that combined trick-or-treat with nature 

appreciation. An innovative and successful way to leverage the public benefits 

of the Reist and get local kids interested in nature. The board also made a 

substantial donation in support of land acquisition in the Ft. Edward grasslands 

area by the Friends of the IBA organization, and the Club also helped promote 

the FIBA efforts through HMBirds and at a club program meeting. 

The Club continues to be very strong in its core mission of supporting birding 

through field trips, programs, and public communication. It's easy to take these 

things for granted when they always work so well, but we can't do that. And we 

have to remember that all of this happens as a result of the effort and 

dedication of volunteers.  Although it might appear these things happen "as if 

by magic," they don't!  All of our board and committee members volunteer 

substantial time and energy to ensure that HMBC continues to provide its 

members and the greater Capital District community with these services we've 

come to expect. In addition to those people already mentioned, I want to single 

out a few others for particular recognition: Scott Stoner who continues to bring 

us excellent programs mixing travel, science, and bird appreciation; John Kent 

and David Martin who do all the work to maintain our electronic outreach and 
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communication efforts on hmbc.net and HMbirds; Ellen Pemrick who, as Treasurer, has done one of the more thankless and 

yet vitally important jobs there is in the Club for many years (and we hope will continue for many more); and Bernie and 

Chris Grossman, who have done tremendous, diligent work for years as Field Trip Chair and Publications Chair, respectively. 

Mention of Bernie and Chris lead me to my last thought, which is that, while the Club is generally in good operational and 
fiscal shape, we have some significant challenges ahead of us. Foremost are several committee chair vacancies that need to 
be filled. Chris and Bernie will be moving out of the area this year -- a gain for them as they will be closer to family, but a loss 
for HMBC and their friends in this area. Happily, Tom Williams has volunteered to take over as Field Trip Committee Chair. 
We are still looking for a new Publications Chair. The Sanctuary Chair has been vacant for some time, although Mike Gann, as 
local sanctuary steward and effectively acting chair, has done an admirable job for many years. Unfortunately, Mike has 
notified the Board that he can no longer do that job, and so we are in need of someone to fill the Sanctuary Chair role -- 
ideally someone who lives near the property and can spend regular time there. Another challenge that needs attention in the 
near future is the HMBC strategy for our electronic outreach and communication presence going forward. While the Club 
web site and HMBirds are currently functioning well, we are going to need to consider possible upgrades or changes to those 
platforms in the near future, and, at the same time, we need to continue to think about how to keep our communications 
relevant, especially with an eye toward engaging a younger audience who are steeped in social media much more than 
traditional media formats. 
 
With that, I'll bid you a happy spring, and hope to see you at the HMBC Annual Meeting in April. 
--Gregg Recer, President 

 

Chris and Bernie Grossman will be moving to Florida in the spring or summer of 2017, so HMBC needs someone to 

replace Chris as Publications Chair in the 2017/ 2018 year. 

 

You, too, can contribute to Feathers! 

 Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders? 

 Did you take a birding vacation? 

 Do you have a favorite birding spot? 

SHARE them with HMBC members by submitting them to: 

HMBC Contact Information 

BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:  

E-mail: contact@hmbc.net 

HMBC website: http//hmbc.net 

Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:  

Chris Grossman at bgrossman@nycap.rr.com.  

Send all paper submissions to: 

 Chris Grossman 

7 Nott Rd. 

Rexford,  

NY 12148 

 

http://hmbc.net/
mailto:contact@hmbc.net
mailto:bgrossman@nycap.rr.com
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 New printing of Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region is now available 

Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region, a new printing of HMBC’s classic book, is now available. A copy is 

$20 for HMBC members and $25 for non-members. An additional charge of $5 for postage and handling will be 

added to the price per book. Contact Chris Grossman bgrossman@nycap.rr.com or (518) 399-9159 if you are 

interested in purchasing a copy. Checks should be made out to Hudson Mohawk Bird Club and should be sent to: 

Chris Grossman 

7 Nott Rd 

Rexford, NY 12148 

 

   Field Trip Reports 

Annual State Waterfowl Count 

January 14, 2017 

10 birders from the Capital HMBC club counted the water fowl on the Hudson from Waterford to Fort Edwards. 

We were all anxious to get to Stillwater hoping to see the ROSS'S GOOSE that was there all week. Unfortunately, it 

was a no show! In fact, the count was the lowest for approximately. 20 years. We expected to see birds other than 

the usual suspects. We were hoping for some Scoup so we could fight over whether it was greater or lesser. There 

were no Scoup. The highlights of the day were non-water fowl. We saw a ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK, a RED-TAILED HAWK, a 

NORTHERN HARRIER, and 2 AMERICAN BALD EAGLES. The end of the trip was highlighted by a BELTED KINGFISHER.  

- Gary Goodness 
Fort Edwards Grasslands 

February 27, 2017  

A group of 8 birders ventured out into the very cold wind in late February for our annual Fort Edward outing. 
Despite the cold, the trip was a successful one. For at least one participant the SNOWY OWL at the horse farm at the 
intersection of Plum and Swamp Roads was a lifer. Sadly, this beautiful bird has since died, despite medical 
intervention.  
 
A drive along Cary Road gave us looks at quite a few NORTHERN HARRIERS.  In fact, between those and some seen 
later on Fitzpatrick Road we ended up with a total of eight!  Added to the ten RED-TAILED HAWKS sighted, it was a 
pretty good day for hawks. 
 
Later, as the sun was setting, we were treated to a nice view of six SHORT-EARED OWLS, another life bird for some of 
our trip members.  We watched as the owls interacted with each other as they flew above the grasslands and farm 
fields.   
 
In addition to the raptors, we also enjoyed views of TURKEY VULTURES and RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS.  On such a bitter 
cold day it was somewhat comforting to note these returning spring migrants! 
 

- Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner 
 

 

mailto:bgrossman@nycap.rr.com
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   Field Trip Reports….(continued) 

Boreal Birds 
March 11,2017 
 

Yesterday four HMBC birders braved sub-zero temperatures and strong  winds to travel north in search of boreal birds. 
The trip saw few birds probably due to the weather conditions, little snow cover and little homeowner feeding. We 
drove up through Warensburg and Minerva to Newcomb. The Newcomb feeders were empty, but we did see a few 
BLUE JAYS.  
 
The Newcomb Visitor and Information Center had not opened yet, so we walked around to the rear of the building. 
Here we had many BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES and a couple of RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES at the feeders. A HAIRY 

WOODPECKER also showed. Sabattis Bog was next where we hoped to see Gray Jays, but Joan Collin's suet feeders 
were only attracting BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES. Some WILD TURKEYS were in the woods by the roadside. 
 
A soaring adult BALD EAGLE was seen as we drove north to Tupper Lake. From there, we went to Bloomingdale north 
of Saranac Lake. We took a couple of brutally cold walks first to the feeder on the Bloomingdale Bog trail. Again, 
we saw BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES and RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES. Nothing was seen or heard along Bigalow Rd. 
 
Success was finally achieved when we stopped on Lime Kiln Rd. in Keene. The GREAT GRAY OWL was perched on a 
partially down birch tree a distance from the small crowd standing on the road. We got good scope views and took 
digiscoped pictures of the sleepy guy. 

- Bernie Grossman 
 

   Upcoming HMBC Programs 
 

HMBC Annual Meeting, Banquet and Program 

Speaker: John Bates  

April 19, 2017 - 6:00pm - 9:30pm 

Century House, 997 New Loudon Rd., Latham, NY 

The wonders and tribulations of Africa's Albertine Rift: Biodiversity, science and people in a war zone. 

The Albertine Rift in central Africa possesses some of the richest biodiversity and highest endemism on the 
continent and yet it is still poorly known. It is has also been a region of tremendous human conflict. Despite these 
issues, biodiversity lives on and John Bates and his Field Museum colleagues have, for the last 10 years, worked 
with Congolese scientists to increase knowledge about and understanding of biodiversity in the region and build 
regional capacity to study and conserve that biodiversity. Bates will introduce this incredible region and the 
dedicated people who live there, along with discoveries from ongoing research he and his colleagues are doing. 

John Bates is an Associate Curator of Birds and head of the Life Sciences section of Integrated Research at the Field 
Museum in Chicago. Bates grew up in Tucson, Arizona, the son of university professor and birder. He fell in love 
with the tropics at an early age and has worked extensively in both Africa and South America. He did his doctorate 
at Louisiana State University and was a post-doctoral fellow at the American Museum of Natural History. Over the 
last twenty-two years in Chicago, he and his students have studied genetic structure in the tropics to understand 
the patterns and processes underlying diversification at the tips of the tree of life: the realm of species and 
populations. 
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   Upcoming HMBC Programs….(continued) 
Bringing Back the Bald Eagle 

Speaker: George Steele 

May 1, 2017 – 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

William K Sanford (Colonie Town) Library 629 Albany Shaker Road, Loudonville, N.Y. 

In the spring of 2015 the oldest known bald eagle was recovered dead as a road kill. It was one of the first bald 

eagles released in the reintroduction program conducted by the NYSDEC. George Steele worked on the hacking 

team that worked with that bird. Join him as he tells the story of the decline and reestablishment of the bald eagle 

in those early years through a slide illustrated presentation. 

George Steele has a BS in Forest Biology/Wildlife Management from SUNY College of ESF in Syracuse. He worked 

with the NYSDEC Endangered Species Unit for two years and then for the Environmental Education Unit for 

thirteen years running the DEC's summer environmental education camps. For the last 24 years, George has 

worked as an independent environmental education program provider/consultant working with schools, nature 

centers, museums, summer camps and various organizations. He is an active member of the HMBC and the NYS 

Outdoor Education Association and posts cool experiences and discoveries in work as an environmental educator 

and naturalist on Facebook. He can be reached at www.georgesteele.webs.com. 

   Upcoming Audubon Programs 

"Audubon: The Film" (2015) - FREE documentary screening - April 22, 2017 : 2:00 pm 

Come out to the Guilderland Public Library at 2pm for a Saturday afternoon matinee! Celebrate John James 

Audubon's birthday (April 26th, 1785) by learning about his life and undeniable impact on our nations natural 

history through his love of birds. He was one of the most remarkable men in early America. A self-taught painter 

and ornithologist, he pursued a dream that made him famous in his lifetime and left a legacy in art and science that 

endures to this day. His portrait hangs in the White House and his statue stands over the entrance to the American 

Museum of Natural History. Yet the story of John James Audubon has never been told on movie screens - until now. 

 Read more about the film by clicking here: http://www.audubonthefilm.com/ 

The Audubon Society of the Capital Region (ASCR) is proudly partnering with the Guilderland Public Library to 

bring this film to the Capital Region!  Program is free, but seating is on a first come first serve basis!  The 

Guilderland Public Library is located at 2228 Western Avenue, Guilderland, New York 12084. 

 

Bird Walk! at Albany Rural Cemetery - April 29, 2017 : 7:30am - 10:00am 

Don’t miss the mating and migration rites of Spring in the bucolic and historic setting of the Albany Rural 

Cemetery! Join us in the Chapel with Michael Radlick from the Albany Rural Cemetery as he will give a quick intro 

to the history and design of this historic cemetery’s landscape.  This 467 acre National Historic Landmark is an 

exemplar of the rural or garden cemetery movement of the 1800’s with its winding roads, wooded hills and beautiful 

burial monuments, featuring the resting places of John Boyd Thacher (Thacher State Park) and President Chester 

Arthur among many other notables. 

 

http://www.georgesteele.webs.com/
http://www.capitalregionaudubon.org/%22http:/www.audubonthefilm.com/%22
http://www.capitalregionaudubon.org/%22http:/www.guilpl.org/%22
http://www.capitalregionaudubon.org/%22http:/albanyruralcemetery.org/about-arc/what-makes-arc-special/%22
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   Upcoming Audubon Programs……(continued) 

The bird walk will commence soon after with our ASCR bird walk leader. We will listen for and find spring 

migrators and avian denizens as we walk the cemetary's rolling terrain of various paved surfaces.   Make sure to 

bring binoculars and wear comfortable shoes and clothing.  

*Space is limited and Registration is required! Please call the Albany Rural Cemetery Office at 518- 463-7017 to 

reserve your spot! 

The Albany Rural Cemetery is located at Cemetery Ave, Albany, NY 12204, however the main entrance is off of 

route 378 in Menands. 

 

   On Nature      

Great Gray Winter 

by Denise Hackert-Stoner and Scott Stoner  

 

 

For birders, winters in the northeast seem to be 

themed.  Where spring and summer move 

along in a predictable way according to known 

patterns of migration, nesting areas, and 

general bird behavior during the reproductive 

season, winter is quirky. We just never really 

know from year to year what winter will bring.  

It begins for the birder in the fall, with the 

yearly arrival of the annual “finch forecast,” 

which predicts possible irruptions of crossbills, 

grosbeaks, and their northern cohort based on 

the state of food sources in the boreal forests.  

If in fact northern conifers are not producing 

well in a particular year then that winter’s 

theme for us in New York may be winter 

finches.  We will scour our favorite Adirondack 

haunts for these tiny visitors from the frozen 

north.  We will watch our own feeders, stocked 

with nyger seed, and hope for visits by Common Redpolls and Pine Siskins.  We will make sure our black oil 

sunflower seed feeders are overflowing, ready and watching for flocks of Evening Grosbeaks.  If any of these  

 

 

 

http://www.capitalregionaudubon.org/%22http:/albanyruralcemetery.org/%22
http://www.capitalregionaudubon.org/%22https:/www.google.com/maps/place/Albany+Rural+Cemetery/@42.7005449,-73.7386924,15z/data=%214m5%213m4%211s0x0:0x1492845e10f5ba5c%218m2%213d42.7054648%214d-73.7244016%22
http://www.capitalregionaudubon.org/%22https:/www.google.com/maps/dir/Albany+Rural+Cemetery,+Albany,+NY+12211/@42.6990311,-73.7385476,17z/data=%214m8%214m7%211m0%211m5%211m1%211s0x89de0952e72dd703:0x30531bacdf328d1a%212m2%211d-73.7385497%212d42.6985384%22
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   On Nature……(continued) 

beauties appear at a particular backyard feeder, word will spread fast, along with the electric hope that our own 

feeders will soon be dripping with these special visitors.  

 

In another winter, the boreal finches may be doing just fine in their northern homes.  Perhaps though, the 

lemming population has dropped, and Snowy Owls are poking south in search for food.  We saw this Snowy Owl-

themed winter several years ago, when we enjoyed these wonderful creatures all over the region, from the 

farmlands of Vermont, to the Massachusetts and New Hampshire coasts, to the city of Troy and the Albany 

Airport!   

 

I think many of us will agree that this winter will be remembered as the Winter of the Great Gray Owl.  Another 

bird of the taiga of Canada and Alaska, as well as the mountain forests of the American west, the Great Gray Owl 

will venture into more southern area when the vole population drops.  It seems that this was one of these years, 

and many local birders enjoyed very nice sightings of this owl, either in the Montreal area, or in northern New 

York.  A magnificent and large owl, 

with a broad, handsome, dish-

shaped face and beautiful golden 

eyes, the Great Gray is captivating 

to observe.   

 

 

 

We had our sighting at Refuge 

Faunique Marguerite-d’Youville in 

Chateauguay, Quebec.  We had 

heard many reports of Great Grays 

from here.  They were said to be 

close to the visitors center, 

requiring a very short walk to get 

great views.  On the 13 degree 

morning of February 11, we set out 

from the visitor center and hiked 

exactly half way around the 3 mile 

loop before getting a satisfactory 

look at an owl, but it was certainly 

worth the cold, slippery hike!  He 

was posing among the bare 

branches, watching the ground 

intently, presumably for rodents 

moving beneath the snow, and 

sometimes flying from one tree to  
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   On Nature……(continued) 

another.  We enjoyed studying his beautiful face and watched as he “owned” the space around him with his 

intense presence.  We took hundreds of photos, along with maybe a dozen other birders and photographers, who 

remained mostly silent in the presence of this spectacular creature.  We only left him when the cold made it 

impossible for us to keep our cameras steady and the pain in our hands and faces became unbearable.  Still, we 

left with backward glances at this visitor, who at least for the length of his stay, came to rule the place he was 

visiting.  He reduced his otherwise garrulous watchers to silence, and simply by appearing, he became the theme 

of this winter.  

 

SCHENECTADY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT……….. (continued) 

For the count, only 55 species were identified on count day, with an additional four species seen during “count 

week”, defined as the three days preceding and three days following count day. If a species is seen on count day, it 

can no longer be counted as a “count week” bird. Fifty-five species is well below the count maximum of 70 species 

(2007-08) and below the average of the preceding ten years (62.4). 

As with any count that has run for 88 years, new species or record numbers are few and far between. Looking over 

the list, there were very few birds of note. There were only three species seen on ten or fewer counts: BLACK 

VULTURE (3rd occurrence), MERLIN (8th), and PEREGRINE FALCON (8th). Bumping up to fifteen or fewer counts only adds 

SNOW GOOSE (14th occurrence) and YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (12th). Three species tied their previous record high 

(BELTED KINGFISHER, PEREGRINE FALCON, BARRED OWL) and just one hit a new high (BLACK VULTURE, where 91 individuals, 

including 80 birds at a DOT carcass dump, smashed the previous record of two). This overall dreary showing was 

not a result of inadequate effort by the field parties. The birds just weren’t there. 

Duck species were down, probably due to frozen conditions. It should be noted even if the two “count week” 

ducks were found on count day, the species count would still have been low. TURKEYS put in a good appearance 

with the highest numbers in the last five years. NORTHERN HARRIERS had their best showing (6) since 1998, but 

accipiter numbers were down (just 3). Gull numbers were the lowest in over 30 years. 

Three owl species was a good tally, and the 4 sapsuckers were also a good find. Falcons made an excellent 

showing, with the (tied) records for MERLIN and PEREGRINE, plus 2 AMERICAN KESTRELS to boot. FISH CROWS were notable 

with 8, and single RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH, BROWN CREEPER, and WINTER WREN were good birds. Otherwise, the only 

icterids were RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD and BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD and there were no winter finches at all. In addition, 

there were no kinglets, waxwings, or unusual sparrows. 

Finally, of special interest was the count week report of a very late GREATER YELLOWLEGS, reported the Wednesday 

before the count (with photos) at Ferry Drive at Vischer Ferry. Had that bird been found on count day, it would 

have been a new species for the count. 

The cumulative total of species for the count stands at 139, and there are now four additional species that have 

been only seen on count week. With different conditions next year (December 16, 2017), we’ll just have to wait 

and see what we can find. 

Larry Alden – Compiler 
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117th CBC - Schenectady Count Circle - December 17, 2016 

 

   A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H   I/J  D1  Total  

Snow Goose       7    7 

Canada Goose  254 12 300   160 375 74 25  1200 

American Black Duck  2 4  3  1 25  35  70 

Mallard  115 20 121 7  14 256 5 160  698 

Mallard hybrid   1        1 

Green-winged Teal   cw         0 

Hooded Merganser  cw          0 

Common Merganser   2  2   3    7 

Wild Turkey  5   7 23 55  6   96 

Great Blue Heron  1  2    3 3   6 

Black Vulture    11 80       91 

Bald Eagle 4     1  3   8 

Northern Harrier  1  2 3       6 

Sharp-shinned Hawk       1     1 

Cooper's Hawk     1  1     2 

Red-tailed Hawk  7  11 18 6 15 5 5   67 

Greater Yellowlegs  cw         0 

Ring-billed Gull   1 1  2  2    6 

Herring Gull    6    1  1  8 

Rock Pigeon 65  224 45 74 52 42 20 2  524 

Mourning Dove  22 26 27 44 29 77 17 21  20 283 

Eastern Screech-Owl  1   3     2  6 

Great Horned Owl     1       1 

Barred Owl    2       2 

Belted Kingfisher  1 2  1  1 1 2   8 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker  7 2  13 4 12 6 1 2 2 49 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker    3      1 4 

Downy Woodpecker  12 3 4 20 5 2 3 4 7 5 65 

Hairy Woodpecker  2 1 1 5 1 2 1  1 2 16 

Northern Flicker  1   2  1     4 

Pileated Woodpecker       1   1  2 

American Kestrel     1   1    2 

Merlin    1    1   2 

Peregrine Falcon  1     1     2 

Blue Jay  12 9 8 25 27 32 4 1 12 3 133 

American Crow  16 17 166 152 13 24 59 21 237  705 

Fish Crow         1 7  8 

Common Raven      2     2 

Black-capped Chickadee  21 7 8 66 22 47 8 15 11 2 207 

Tufted Titmouse  8 4 5 27 13 19 1 1 6 2 86 

Red-breasted Nuthatch      1      1 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch  

7 1 1 9 4 9 7 6 5 1 50 

Brown Creeper         1   1 

Carolina Wren 2  1  2 2 1  1  9 

Winter Wren       1    1 

Eastern Bluebird  7  4 17  5 12    45 

American Robin  4 37 7 326 1 529 1 5 1  911 

Northern Mockingbird    1 2  2 4 1   10 

European Starling  168 42 237 1154 53 630 7 7 20 6 2324 

Snow Bunting        cw    0 

American Tree Sparrow  3 6  23  11  7  1 51 

Song Sparrow    1 4 1 1 6 1 1 1 16 
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White-throated Sparrow   1 2 17  9 6 16 3 4 58 

Dark-eyed Junco  15 41 17 69 36 100 24 26 6 4 338 

Northern Cardinal  10 9 12 41 8 22 12 7 8 7 136 

Red-winged Blackbird  58   1       59 

Brown-headed Cowbird     110  4     114 

House Finch   4 1 8 2 5 10 5 2 4 41 

American Goldfinch  16  31 48 5 26 20 15  5 166 

House Sparrow  54 24 71 81 47 70 2  90 7 446 

            

Total Birds 902 275 1284 2442 379 1946 933 281 646 77 9162 

Total Species 32 23 29 40 23 37 34 29 25 18 55 

Count Week Species 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 

 A B C D E F G H I/J D1  

cw = Denotes species found during the Count Week (3 days on each side of count day) but not on count day.  Some species totals 

do not match the total reported by each individual party (e.g., Great Blue Heron).  I adjusted to account for birds which might have 

been seen by two or more parties. 

Bold = record number or tied record for the count. 

Group A: Bob Yunick, Ted Hicks.  6:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., less 0.5 hours not birding. (6.25 hours, 5 miles on foot; 2.0 hours, 42.5 miles by 

car.  Also 0.75 hour, 2.0 miles owling.) 

Group B: Bernie Grossman, Chris Grossman. 8:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  (1.0 hour, 1 mile on foot; 2.75 hours, 35 miles by car.) 

Group B1: Bernie Grossman. (1.0 hour, 1.0 mile on foot.)  Birds seen included with Group B. 

Group C: Gregg Recer, Cathy Graichen, Scott Stoner, Denise Hackert-Stoner. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (2.0 hours, 1.75 miles on foot; 7.0 

hours, 76.0 miles by car.) 

Group D: Larry Alden, Neal Reilly. 5:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m., plus additional hours backyard owling. (1.5 hours, 2.6 miles on foot; 8.25 hours, 

71.6 miles by car.  Also 3 hours, 12.1 miles owling.) 

Group E:  Tom Williams, Colleen Williams. 7:30 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. (0.5 hours, 0.4 miles on foot; 4.75 hours, 66.0 miles by car, 2.0 hours 

feeder watch.) 

Group F: George Steele, Alan Mapes. 8:15 a.m. - 4:15 p.m., less 0.25 hours not birding (3 hours, 1.5 miles on foot; 4.75 hours, 39 miles 

by car.) 

Group G: Bill Lee, Jamie Taft, Janet Betlejeskie. 7:15 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. (4.5 hours, 5.1 miles on foot; 3.5 hours, 57.0 miles by car.) 
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Group H: Kathleen LoGiudice, John Blanchard, Hank Stebbins, Carl George, Nancy Slack, Chris Cameron.  9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., less 1.25 

hours not birding (3.25 hours, 1.9 miles on foot; 3.0 hours, 25.1 miles by car.) 

Group I/J: Steve Mesick. 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., less 0.25 hours not birding (2.25 hours, 2.2 miles on foot; 2.0 hours, 28.2 miles by car. 

Also 0.5 hour, 0 miles owling.) 

D1: Paul Novak – Feeder watcher in Sector D. 

Notes: Hours and times rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 

   Clark’s Grebe in Owego Harbor, February 2017 
 

by Naomi LLoyd 

This winter’s string of upstate rarities continued with the sighting of a CLARK’S GREBE in Oswego Harbor.  If accepted 

(and I can’t imagine why it wouldn’t, but the workings of NYSARC are a mystery) this would be a first record for 

New York. Originally reported as a Western Grebe, a rare but occasional visitor to our area, observers soon realized 

it had the characteristic white extending over the eye and bright ‘pencil-yellow’ beak. 

 

Clark’s Grebe 
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   Clark’s Grebe in Owego Harbor, February 2017……(continued) 
Of course that meant I had to head up to the shores of Lake Ontario to bag another lifer! After an easy 2-1/2 hour 

trip, we parked on the Maritime Museum pier. Our target was immediately visible, swimming close to the docks 

and looking comfortable with its crowds of admirers. So comfortable, in fact, that after prolonged scoping we 

explored what else the harbor had to offer. Several LONG-TAILED DUCKS, RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS, and AMERICAN COOTS 

cruised the waterfront. Further out large rafts of SCAUP and SCOTERS bobbed in the swell at the edge of open water.  

After awhile the Grebe curled its elegant neck, tucked in its beak, and napped. We moved to the opposite side of 

the harbor to the remains of Fort Ontario for a closer look at sea ducks. Back home we send up the bat-signal for a 

single WHITE-WINGED SCOTER or LONG-TAILED DUCK – here we saw dozens and hundreds, plus a RED-THROATED LOON. 

  
Red-Breastes Merganser 

 

White-Winged Scoter and Long-Tailed Ducks 
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   Clark’s Grebe in Owego Harbor, February 2017……(continued) 
And our mega-rare still bobbed peacefully in the quiet waters close to shore.  

I’d definitely recommend a winter trip to the Oswego waterfront. Just check the forecast first – the wind can be 

wicked! 

 
 

   Upcoming Field Trips 

 

APRIL 

Saturday, April 1, VOSBURGH MARSH (Greene County; morning) 

Coordinator: Al Mapes 439-4086 aamapes@nycap.rr.com 
 
On this morning trip, we will hike to the marsh for waterfowl and migrant land birds. We will also check the Hudson 
River for waterfowl and Bald Eagles. 
 
Meet at 8 a.m. at the Coxsackie boat launch. From the intersection of 9W and 385 in Coxsackie go east on 385 
(Mansion St.) and continue straight to the Hudson River where the road bears left to the boat launch site. 
 
 

Sunday, April 2, RESERVATIONS DUE FOR BRIGANTINE AND GREAT SWAMP NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGES 
Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 899-2678 gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu 
 

Sunday, April 16, VISCHER FERRY (VFNHP), CLIFTON PARK, NY (Saratoga County; morning)  
Coordinator: Coordinator: John Hershey 371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 

We will start out on this trip looking for spring waterfowl such as American Wigeon, Green and Blue-winged Teal, 

Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded Merganser, and Pied-billed 

Grebe. Other possibilities include Virginia Rail, American Bittern, Palm Warbler and Rusty Blackbird.  

Meet at the main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park, at 8:00 a.m. 

 
Saturday, April 22, FULTON/MONTGOMERY/SCHOHARIE COUNTY TOUR (morning) 
Coordinator: Tom & Colleen Williams 857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 
 
This trip has a stop in each of the three named counties: Cline Rd. Marsh, near Oppenheim, Fulton County, for 
wading birds, rails, and early migrants; West Ames Rd. and vicinity, Montgomery County, for Upland Sandpiper and 
other birds of the field; Cobleskill Reservoir, Schoharie County, for lingering waterfowl, Osprey, and early migrants. 
Please contact the coordinator beforehand if you plan to attend. 
 
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at Colonie Center, on the Wolf Rd. side near Central Ave., across from Whole Foods.  
 
 
Saturday-Sunday, April 29-30, BRIGANTINE AND GREAT SWAMP NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES (New 
Jersey, out of area trip) 
Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 899-2678 gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu 
 

mailto:aamapes@nycap.rr.com
mailto:gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu
mailto:gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu
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Get a jump on spring migration by spending a weekend in New Jersey. We plan to cover two excellent NJ 
refuges—Great Swamp and Forsythe (Brigantine)—and other coastal locations such as Sandy Hook if time allows 
and species are needed. Brigantine is one of the premier year-round birding sites in the northeast, and it should be 
a reliable spot for migrant waterfowl, shorebirds, terns, gulls, waders, rails, and land birds. Great Swamp is an 
extensive area of hardwood swamp and upland forest, and it should provide good opportunities for migrant 
warblers, vireos, and sparrows. Other possibilities include Barred Owl, American Woodcock, Wilson’s Snipe, Red-
headed Woodpecker, and Orchard Oriole. 
 
Reservations by Sunday, April 2. 
 
 
Saturday, April 29, POWELL SANCTUARY (Columbia County; Joint with Alan DeVoe Bird Club; morning ) 
Coordinator: Kathy Schneider 248-8665 fallline@nycap.rr.com 
 
This 145 acre preserve has been owned and managed by the Alan Devoe Bird Club since 1959.  It features a 
beaver pond with an observation blind, neighboring farm fields, and Dorson’s Rock, a sandstone ledge that offers 
good hawk watching and a panoramic view of the Hudson Valley.  There are 3 miles of moderate, well-marked 
trails throughout the sanctuary, which is mostly woods.  The club’s list for this site has more than 200 species, 
including 20 species of warblers.  
 
Directions to Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary:  75 Hunt Club Road, Old Chatham.  From the junction of County 
Route 13 and Albany Turnpike in the hamlet of Old Chatham, travel southwest on County Route 13 for 0.9 miles to 
Pitt Hall Road on the left, where two signs marks the road to Powell House and the sanctuary.  Follow Pitt Hall 
Road 0.25 miles, then bear left (east) onto Hunt Club Road and continue 0.25 miles to the main parking lot. 

 
 
Sunday, April 30, PEEBLES ISLAND STATE PARK AND COHOES FLATS (Saratoga County; morning) 
Coordinator: Gary Goodness 862-9260 goodness@nycap.rr.com 
 
Peebles Island in early May is an ideal environment to watch spring migration. The variety of habitat ensures a 
plethora of birds; expect to see songbirds, sandpipers, waterfowl and the rest of an early mix of migrants.  
 
Meet in the parking lot on Peebles Island at 8:30 a.m. There may be a State Park parking fee, so ride with a friend 
if you can. 
 

MAY 

 

Saturday, May 6, PAPSCANEE ISLAND NATURE PRESERVE (Rensselaer County; morning) 

Coordinator: Don Gresens 370-3923 dgresens@nycap.rr.com 
  

This field trip will take us to the different habitats of Papscanee Island Preserve, consisting of deciduous forest, 
cultivated farmland and freshwater marshes, where we will see a variety of bird species. Swallows, herons and 
Wood Ducks can be seen in the wetland areas. Early returning resident species could include Least Flycatcher, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and both Baltimore and Orchard Oriole. Veery, Wood Thrush 
and American Redstart are common, along with several other warbler and vireo species. 
  
Meet at 7:00 a.m. in the Big Lots parking lot on Route 9 and 20 in East Greenbush to carpool, since parking at the 
preserve is limited. 
 
 

Sunday, May 7, VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC PRESERVE MIGRANTS (Saratoga County; 
morning) 
Coordinator: John Hershey 371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 
 

mailto:fallline@nycap.rr.com
mailto:dgresens@nycap.rr.com
mailto:hersheyj@nycap.rr.com
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This is one of the club’s most popular spring trips. We will explore this varied site for warblers and other songbirds 
as well as marsh species including herons and rails. 
 
Meet at the main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park, at 7:30 a.m. 
 
 

Saturday, May 13, BIRDS & BREAKFAST AT FIVE RIVERS EEC  (Albany County; morning) 
Coordinators: Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner 785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com 
 

Our annual celebration of the arrival of spring will be held at Five Rivers Environmental Education Center on Game 
Farm Road in Delmar. The center has an excellent trail system through a variety of habitats. You can expect to see 
and hear a number of resident and migrant species Our annual celebration of the arrival of spring will be held at 
Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, including Canada Geese with their newly hatched goslings, Eastern 
Bluebirds feeding their young and (hopefully), a number of different warblers. 
 
An early group will meet in the parking lot at 6:00 a.m. The building will open at 6:45 a.m. with coffee flowing. 
Groups will leave at 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. You may join one of these groups or go out on your own as we try to 
find as many species as possible. We’ll rally at 10:30 a.m. for coffee, doughnuts, bagels, fresh fruit and a list 
compilation. The breakfast is free, but donations are encouraged! 
 
 

Saturday, May 13, DUSK AT HUNDRED ACRE WOODS (Saratoga County, evening) 

Coordinators: Susan and Tom Beaudoin  796*7868 smbeaudoin1@gmail.com 

  
We’ll take a late-evening walk around the Hundred Acre Woods in the Luther Forest Tech Park, looking for migrant 
and summer-resident songbirds. Then, toward dusk, we’ll look and listen for displaying American Woodcock and 
Whippoorwill, both of which are regular here in summer. We may also have a chance to listen for Barred Owl. 
  
Meet at 7:00 p.m. at the main Hundred Acre Woods parking area on Luther Forest Blvd. in Malta. Bring a flashlight 
or headlamp. 
 
 
Sunday, May 14, BOG MEADOW BROOK (Saratoga County; morning) 
Coordinator: Ron Harrower 744-2637 rharrower@nycap.rr.com 
 
Bog Meadow Brook Trail, an old rail trail just east of Saratoga Springs, runs along the northern edge of a swamp 
and consists of wetland habitat with two ponds with a wet mixed forest in between. In late May this habitat becomes 
busy with migrants, including warblers (approximately 15 species previously reported), vireos, flycatchers, 
swallows, and sparrows. A shorebird or waterfowl species may be possible, along with Virginia Rails.  
 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the trailhead pull-off on Meadowbrook Road, about 0.3 mile west of Stafford Bridge Rd/Rt. 67. 
Please carpool to the destination if possible, as parking is limited. 
 

 

Saturday, May 20, CENTURY RUN (NYS Region 8; all day) 
Compiler: Larry Alden 861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com 
 
This is the Club’s 72nd Guy Bartlett Century Run, where teams of birders try to find as many species of birds as 
they possibly can in a single day within the eleven county NYS Region 8. Each group must stay together and jointly 
identify species reported. 
 
The Century Run is not so much a field trip, but a challenge where you or your group tries to identify as many birds 
as possible in a 24-hour period. Groups informally compete for bragging rights, but in actuality, the Century Run 
provides a good snapshot of what’s out there in a single day. A good Century Run (so named for the goal of 
reaching a “century”, or at least 100 species) calls for proper planning to hit a wide variety of habitats at the right 
time. Some groups try to cover the whole HMBC area; others limit themselves to a smaller geographic area – a 

mailto:scottjstoner@aol.com
mailbox://C:/Users/Grossman/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/y50lf1zi.default/Mail/pop.nycap.rr.com/Inbox?number=124312020
mailto:rharrower@nycap.rr.com
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single county, town, etc. Also, there’s nothing that says you can’t go out on your own, where you want and at your 
own pace, to see what you can see. 
 
Reports must be mailed, or emailed, to the compiler by May 28th in order to be counted and published in 
“Feathers.” Also, please e-mail Birdline (birdline@hmbc.net) with the total species and highlights for your group. 
 
 
Sunday, May 21, SCHODACK ISLAND STATE PARK (Rensselaer County; morning) 

Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 674-8495 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com 
 
Schodack Island State Park sits along the eastern shore of the Hudson River just south of Castleton-on-Hudson. 
Approximately seven miles of Hudson River and Schodack Creek shoreline bound the 1,052 acre site. A portion of 
the park shelters a Bird Conservation Area (BCA) that is home to Cerulean Warblers, and a Great Blue Heron 
rookery. Resident songbirds are plentiful. 
 
Previous Club trips have seen about 50 species, including a dozen or more warbler species. Keep your windows 
open as you drive the park entrance road- it is a very birdy stretch. Depending upon where the Cerulean Warblers 
are nesting, we will walk about 3-4 miles along level paths. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Schodack Island State Park main parking lot at its south end. There is no admission fee 
before 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

Saturday, May 27, NORMANSKILL FARM (Albany County; morning) 

Coordinator: Tristan Lowery (646)323-8914 tristanlowery@gmail.com 
 
Normanskill Farm is a city-owned park and farm that offers a variety of habitat for birding within the City of Albany. 
During spring migration, its woodland trails, grassy fields, and gardens are ideal for finding flycatchers, vireos, 
thrushes, sparrows, and orioles. Two dozen species of warblers have been recorded here in recent years (including 
Hooded, Mourning, and Yellow-throated). The Normanskill Creek occasionally attracts waterfowl, shorebirds, and 
large numbers of swifts and swallows. 
 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Normanskill Farm parking lot on Mill Rd. From Delaware Avenue heading south, turn left 
on Mill Road just before the bridge over the Normanskill Creek, at the self-storage sign. Parking lot is on the left ¼ 
mile along Mill Road. 
 

 
Monday, May 29, PARTRIDGE RUN WMA (Albany County; morning) 

Coordinator: Zach Schwartz-Weinstein zachsw@gmail.com 
 

Map: http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/partridgerunwma.pdf 

 
We will explore southwestern Albany County’s higher elevation habitat for late and breeding migrants. Likely spots 
include Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area and Rensselaerville State Forest. In the past, this trip has turned up 
numerous breeding warblers and flycatchers, as well as rare and uncommon breeding species. Trails are rocky, hilly, and 
often muddy. Expect to walk some distance. 
 
Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the New Scotland Town Hall, located on State Route 85 in New Scotland. We will carpool to the preserve 
from there. 
 
 

JUNE 

Saturday, June 3, CHERRY PLAIN (Rensselaer County; morning)  

Coordinator: Phil Whitney 477-9050 prmlwhitney59@nycap.rr.com  

mailto:birdline@hmbc.net
mailto:naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com
mailto:tristanlowery@gmail.com
mailto:zachsw@gmail.com
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/partridgerunwma.pdf
mailto:prmlwhitney59@nycap.rr.com
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Cherry Plain State Park is situated on the Rensselaer Plateau of the Capital District. The relatively high elevation, 

cool climate and a variety of forested and wetland habitats make this a good area for northern species. Nesting 

species include Least Flycatcher, Dark-eyed Junco, White-throated Sparrow, Scarlet Tanager, Common Raven, 

Broad-winged Hawk, Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green, Magnolia, Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Black-

and-White and Yellow-rumped Warblers. Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Veery, Hermit Thrush and Winter Wren 

also nest here.  

Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Hannaford parking lot on the right side of Route 43 just past the intersection of Route 150 

in West Sand Lake to carpool to the park. 

 
Sunday, June 4, GALWAY NATURE PRESERVE (Saratoga County; morning) 

Coordinator: Ellen Pemrick 882-9163 lnmp@nycap.rr.com 

 
Originally a Christmas Tree farm in the 1950s, Galway Nature Preserve is a property owned and managed by 
Saratoga PLAN. It contains about 2.5 miles of trails that meander through forest, marshland, and pond habitat. On 
this trip, we will walk the trails looking – and listening – for warblers, vireos, thrushes, and other woodland species. 
We’ll also look for birds such as Northern Harrier and Barn Swallow in the farm fields adjacent to the preserve. 
 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the preserve parking lot. Directions: http://www.saratogaplan.org/explore/public-preserves-
trails/galway-nature-preserve. 
 

 
Thursday, June 8, RESERVATIONS DUE FOR FOX HILL RD. 
Coordinator: John Hershey 371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 
 
There is a limit of four cars (16 people max.) for this trip. Call or email the coordinator for a spot. 
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