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Keep Calm and Carry Binoculars
The news over the past few weeks has brought with it an ever-tightening societal
circle each day. Restaurants and bars closing. Sporting events and seasons
canceled or postponed. Large group events like weddings and conventions
banned. Schools closed. Gyms closed. Grandchildren off limits. Malls closed.
Groups limited to 50, then 25, then 10, 5, and finally no groups allowed at all. Now
our social contact is limited to those within our immediate households. COVID-19
has limited our physical contact with our fellow humans dramatically. Many of us
have found solace in technology. Scott and I have enjoyed video chats with
relatives, people have connected over Zoom (I even enjoyed a virtual cocktail party
over Zoom with some friends!) and we have been able to stay connected despite
being in near-quarantine conditions.
As I write this we are still allowed to go outdoors, while keeping a 6-foot distance
from others. This has been a lifeline for many, including us. Scott and I have
enjoyed walks at Five Rivers, Vischer Ferry, the Pine Bush, and The Crossings, all
since the restrictions have been in place. We have seen a few people, and so far
everyone has been compliant with maintaining distance. We have also continued
to enjoy birding at home. We have been reading Facebook posts and HMBirds
reports and see that others continue to enjoy the hobby of birding. There have
been exciting reports of rare birds, and soon migration will be underway. So keep
birding, and keep posting! This has become an important part of our community’s
social fabric.
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club field trips
through April due to the prohibition on group activities. See page 4 for more
information.
Stay well, stay safe, and keep birding.
Denise Hackert-Stoner, editor

Inside This Issue…
Keep Calm and Carry
Binoculars….….…..…..……..29
President’s
Corner……………..………....30
HMBC Birding Guide..……..31
Field Trips
Canceled…………………...32
Annual Dinner
Postponed……………….….33
Upcoming ASCR
Programs/Artists’ Page
…………………………….…..33
Writer’s Page……………..….34
On
Nature………………..…........35
Upcoming Field
Trips……….……………….…37

30

HMBC BOARD
Officers
President:
Patricia Fuller
1301 Sumner Ave
Schenectady, NY 12309
(518) 421-2318 plfuller310@gmail.com

Vice-President::
Tristan Lowery tristanlowery@gmail.com
Secretary:
Debra Ferguson
3 Castle Point Rd
Athens, NY 12015
518-221-3857 zray.zreee@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ellen Pemrick
117 Western Ave
West Charlton, NY 12010
lnmp@nycap.rr.com
Directors
Gregg Recer
518-899-2678

gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu

Bruce Dudek
518-452-4938

bdudek2@nycap.rr.com

Eric Molho
518-439-6592

mohorising@aol.com

Amanda Dillon - amadillon@gmail.com
Tristan Lowery tristanlowery@gmail.com
Cassandra Davis daviscass33@gmail.com
Committee Chairs
Audit: vacant
Conservation: Kathy Schneider
fallline@nycap.rr.com
Field Trips: Tom Williams
trwdsd@yahoo.com
Membership: Gregg Recer
899-2678 gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu
Outreach: Vacant
Programs: Scott Stoner
785-6760 programs@hmbc.net
Publications: Denise Hackert-Stoner
denisehstoner@aol.com
Records: Will Raup
944-8711 hoaryredpoll@hotmail.com
Reist Sanctuary: Philip Johnson
soomee4@earthlink.net
Social: vacant
Technology: John Kent
424-2234
jwkent@fastmail.fm
Youth: Vacant

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
There is no President’s Corner column this month.
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You, too, can contribute to Feathers!


Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders?



Have you led a field trip for HMBC?



Have you written short prose or poetry on the subject of birds? We’re starting a Writers’ Page!



Did you take a birding vacation?



Do you have a favorite birding spot?

SHARE them with HMBC members by submitting them to:
HMBC Contact Information
BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:
E-mail: contact@hmbc.net
HMBC website: http//hmbc.net
Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:
Denise Hackert-Stoner at DeniseHStoner@aol.com.
Send all paper submissions to:
Denise Hackert-Stoner
6 Knob Hill Road.
Loudonville,
NY
12211

New printing of Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region is now available
Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region, a new printing of HMBC’s classic book, is now available. A copy is
$20 for HMBC members and $25 for non-members. An additional charge of $5 for postage and handling will be
added to the price per book. Contact Gregg Recer gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu or (518) 899-2678 if you are interested in
purchasing a copy. Checks should be made out to Hudson Mohawk Bird Club and should be sent to:
Gregg Recer
23 Scotch Mist Way
Malta, NY 12020
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FIELD TRIPS CANCELED THROUGH APRIL
The Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club has canceled upcoming field trips, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent
guidelines and restrictions from the CDC, the NYS Department of Health and local agencies. A list of cancellations is shown
below and may be revised and extended going forward as conditions warrant.
Individuals and families may wish to go outdoors to walk, enjoy nature and get exercise, so the destinations and descriptions
provided with our field trip listings may act as a guide for those outings. Use good judgment and follow recommended
methods of spacing when in public. Be aware that indoor facilities and restrooms will probably be closed. Information and
suggestions from The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation relating to outdoor activities can be found
here: http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/119881.html
Check in periodically at hmbc.net for the latest updates on scheduled events.
The following field trips are CANCELED:

·

March 21, 2020 – Vosburgh Swamp WMA

·

March 28, 2020 – Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail

·

April 11, 2020 – Early Migrants at Five Rivers EEC

·

April 12, 2020 – Vischer Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve

·

April 19, 2020 – Collins Lake

·

April 25, 2020 – Fox Preserve

·

April 26, 2020 – Powell Sanctuary

·

April 29, 2020 – Weekday Walk at Five Rivers EEC
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HMBC ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM & BANQUET POSTPONED
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic and the resulting restrictions on indoor gatherings, the HMBC board has decided
to indefinitely postpone the Annual Meeting Program and Banquet originally scheduled for April 13, 2020. No alternate
date has been set, and rescheduling will depend on how the situation evolves over time. Banquet fees for those who have
already registered will be refunded.
We encourage everyone to follow public health guidance for Coronavirus prevention at home and while out birding.

HMBC EVENTS CANCELED THROUGH APRIL
All Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club events are canceled through April. Club members are encouraged to check the Club’s website,
www.hmbc.net to find out about programs and activities scheduled for May.

UPCOMING ASCR PROGRAMS
No Programs listed at this time

ARTISTS’ PAGE
No Submissions for Artists’ Page for this issue
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WRITERS’ PAGE
Spring Wings
By: Marilyn Hamecher
Winter has gone into hibernation.
Flowers have begun to bloom.
Birds arrive, ravenous, from traveling.
Flying thousands of miles on wing.
Seeking familiar roots from birth.
Landing in the same tree where they were born.
Offering their limbs to perch and rest.
Tiny buds stretching towards the Sun.
Their radar never fails, they made it back home.

The Debate
By Eric Molho
The first southerly flow perspired, lingered and left its lurid scent
upon the blushing tendrils of early spring.
Downy shoots pushed from the crust and desiccated remains of a season passed.
The roiling conversation of spring began with timid whispers.
With a shivering wake, a contrary tide entered uninvited, without subtly or nuance.
Its opinions in stark contrast to the hopeful hues of new life.
Every gentle gesture was countered by the cleanest, purest slap of sharp white.
Dawn’s oblique rays were a cool spotlight serving to bolster winter’s harsh retort,
Until the attention was too much,
and one contender melted away.
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ON NATURE
Finding Hope in Nature in Time of Crisis
Our whole world is turned upside down. Absent the COVID-19 pandemic, we would have been in southern California now,
seeking out desert birds and crouched down photographing ephemeral spring flowers. Instead, like so many others, we are
hunkered down at home, largely isolated, fearful of human contact, awaiting delivery of delayed supplies no longer readily
available in stores that we do not even want to enter. In a few very short weeks, we have gone from disappointment over
canceled plans and market drops to sheer survival mode. It has been a gut-wrenching and rapidly evolving transition to the
“new normal” which has been thrust upon us by this virus.
In this time of crisis, I turn to nature for solace, for constancy, and for hope. Nature, my strongest interest since I was a child.
Although we should not venture far, Denise and I enjoy nature close to home. This includes our backyard birds, noted down
each day as we have done for 20 years, and as my parents and I did 50 years ago on Long Island. New arrivals for the year are
starred and celebrated. Some are also photographed, and entered into ebird, along with breeding codes for the NYS Breeding
Bird Atlas. Brief ventures to local sites, carefully avoiding others, offer more birds and more signs of spring, both avian and
botanical. Killdeer checking out a nesting site on the roof at Five Rivers, an Eastern Phoebe, American Robins switching from
berries to worms and again populating our lawn, and the lovely pussy willows and Colt’s foot. The skunk cabbage deserves a
special note. This “innovative” plant creates its own heat (thermogenesis) to melt through the ice and snow, emerging in
February and getting an early start on its competition! Each of these routines offers the comfort of the familiar, and the
arrival of spring offers hope that soon this will be over.
-

Scott Stoner
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
Saturday, April 11 – Early Migrants at Five Rivers EEC CANCELED
Sunday, April 12 – Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve (VFNHP) CANCELED
Sunday, April 19 – Collins Lake CANCELED
Saturday, April 25 – Fox Preserve CANCELED
Sunday, April 26 – Powell Sanctuary CANCELED
Wednesday, April 29 – Five Rivers EEC CANCELED
************************************************************************************************
*****The following Field trips are tentative, based on the status of the Coronavirus in May. Please refer to the Club’s
website, www.hmbc.net to check on these field trips. *****
Wednesday, May 6, Washington Park, Albany (Albany County; morning)
Coordinator: Tristan Lowery 646-323-8914 tristanlowery@gmail.com
At the peak of spring migration in May, even a downtown urban park can attract a variety of warblers, vireos, sparrows, and
other migrating songbirds. For this special weekday trip, we'll meet up at Albany's picturesque Washington Park and explore
the grounds.
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the corner of Englewood Place and State Street on the north side of the park, opposite the University at
Albany downtown campus.
Saturday, May 9, Birds and Breakfast at Five Rivers EEC (Albany County; morning)
Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com
Our annual celebration of spring migrants will be held at Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, located along Game
Farm Rd. in Delmar. The center has an excellent trail system through a variety of habitats. You can expect to see and hear
many resident and migrant species, including warblers, thrushes, vireos, and orioles, along with a few waterfowl and herons.
A typical year results in about 70 species; a good year for migrants can top 80!
An early group will meet in the parking lot at 6:00 a.m. Additional groups will leave at 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. You may join
one of these groups or go out on your own as we try to find as many species as possible. We’ll rally at the new Visitors Center
at 10:30 a.m. for coffee, bagels, fresh fruit and a list compilation. The breakfast is free, but donations are welcomed!
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued)
Sunday, May 10 - Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve (VFNHP) MIGRANTS (Saratoga County; morning)
Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com
This is one of the club’s most popular spring trips. We will explore this varied site for warblers and other songbirds as well as
marsh species including herons and rails.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the VFNHP main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park.
Saturday, May 16 - Century Run (NYS Region 8; all day)
Compiler: Larry Alden 518-861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com
This is the Club’s 75th Anniversary of the Century Run, where teams of birders try to find as many species of birds as they
possibly can in a single day within the eleven county NYS Region 8. Each group must stay together and jointly identify species
reported. The Century Run is not so much a field trip, but a challenge where you or your group tries to identify as many birds
as possible within a set 24-hour period. Groups informally compete for bragging rights, but the results do provide a good
snapshot of what birds are out there in a single day. A good Century Run (so named for the goal of reaching a “century”, or at
least 100 species) calls for proper planning to hit a wide variety of habitats at the right time. Some groups try to cover the
whole HMBC area; others limit themselves to a smaller geographic area – a single county, town, etc. Also, there is nothing
that says you can’t go out on your own, where you want and at your own pace, to see what you can find.
Reports should be emailed to the compiler by May 28th, in order to be counted and published in “Feathers”, the Club
newsletter. Reports should include species, hours afield, team members, and geographical areas (counties) covered. Also,
please send an e-mail to the HMBirds group (https://groups.io/g/hmbirds/messages) with the total number of species
observed, and highlights for your group.
Sunday, May 17 – Schodack Island State Park (Rensselaer County; morning)
Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 518-596-5964 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com
Schodack Island State Park sits along the eastern shore of the Hudson River just south of Castleton-on-Hudson.
Approximately seven miles of Hudson River and Schodack Creek shoreline bound the 1,052-acresite. A portion of the park
shelters a Bird Conservation Area (BCA) that is home to Cerulean Warblers, and a Great Blue Heron rookery. Resident
songbirds are plentiful. Previous Club trips have seen about 50 species, including a dozen or more warbler species. Keep your
windows open as you drive along the park entrance, it is a very “birdy” stretch of road. Depending upon where the Cerulean
Warblers are nesting, we will walk about 3-4 miles along level paths.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Schodack Island State Park main parking lot at its south end. There is no admission fee before 8:00
a.m.
Wednesday, May 20 – Hannacroix Creek Preserve (Greene County; evening)
Coordinator: Rich Guthrie 518-756-9094 richardpguthrie@gmail.com
On this trip we’ll be looking for migrant warblers, vireos and of course, (New) Baltimore Orioles. The moderately easy trail
goes around attractive nesting and migrant songbird habitats with a scenic creek and waterfall. Louisiana Waterthrush nest
here regularly and migrant warblers are drawn to the varied habitats along the trailsides. Let's see if we can add some
interesting species to the Breeding Bird Atlas and to the list of over 120 species recorded for this eBird Hotspot. We will start
at the main entrance to the Preserve. If time permits, we will also explore the trail leading down to the Hudson River where
Bald Eagles and migrant waterfowl are often seen.
Meet at 6:00 PM at the main entrance, just off NYS Rt. 144, just south of the Albany/Greene County line (Coeymans/New
Baltimore).
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued)
Saturday, May 23 - Bozenkill Preserve (Albany County; morning)
Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com
Bozenkill Preserve is a MHLC property that features out-and-back trails which run alongside the creek. Flowing from the
Helderberg Escarpment, the Bozen Kill is little known beyond Altamont and the Hilltowns. The stream originates from
wetlands in Schenectady County and Duane Lake near Delanson and flows through the largely inaccessible Bozen Kill ravine
before passing Altamont, eventually entering the Watervliet Reservoir in Guilderland.
The Bozen Kill ravine is largely unexplored by birders. Expect typical closed-canopy, woodland species, but there are open
fields near the trailhead with edge habitat, and the creek should add some species as well.
Meet at 7:00 a.m. in front of the Key Bank at the southwest corner of Routes 20 and 155 in Guilderland, from where we will
carpool to the preserve.
Sunday, May 24 - FOX HILL RD. (Saratoga County; morning)
Coordinator: John Hershey 518-371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com
On this trip we will travel through the remote forested and wetland areas along Desolation Lake Rd. and Fox Hill Rd. in
Saratoga County. We will bird from the roadside, and explore areas recently acquired by New York State for conservation and
recreation. Higher elevation breeders will be the main target. As many as 15 or more breeding warbler species are possible
including Nashville, Canada, and Mourning Warbler. Other breeding species that have been seen in the past include American
Bittern, Northern Goshawk, Broad-winged Hawk, and Swainson’s Thrush. Because we will be birding from the road, it will be
necessary to share vehicles and to limit the number of participants to 16. Waterproof footwear is recommended. Contact the
coordinator for reservations, and other information.
Meet at the Saratoga County Airport parking lot off Geyser Rd. at 7:30 a.m.
Monday, May 25 – Partridge Run WMA (Albany County; morning)
Coordinator: Zach Schwartz-Weinstein zachsw@gmail.com
Map: http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/86068.html
We will explore southwestern Albany County’s higher elevation habitat for late and breeding migrants. Likely spots include
Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area and Rensselaerville State Forest. In the past, this trip has turned up numerous
breeding warblers and flycatchers, as well as rare and uncommon breeding species. Trails are rocky, hilly, and often muddy.
Expect to walk some distance.
Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the New Scotland Town Hall, located on State Route 85 in New Scotland. We will carpool to the
destinations from there.
Saturday, May 30 Cherry Plain State Park (Rensselaer County; morning)
Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 518-596-5964 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com
Cherry Plain State Park is situated on the Rensselaer Plateau of the Capital District. The relatively high elevation, cool climate
and a variety of forested and wetland habitats make this a good area for northern species. Nesting species include Least
Flycatcher, Dark-eyed Junco,
White-throated Sparrow, Scarlet Tanager, Common Raven, Broad-winged Hawk, Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green,
Magnolia, Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Black-and-White and Yellow-rumped Warblers. Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush,
Veery, Hermit Thrush and Winter Wren also nest here.
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Hannaford parking lot on the right side of Route 43, just past the intersection of Route 150 in West
Sand Lake, to carpool to the park.
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued)
Sunday, May 31, BEGINNING BIRDER WORKSHOP -- SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK AND BATTLEFIELD (Saratoga
County; morning)
Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com
Saratoga Battlefield is a great location to learn many of the common grassland and open country breeding species of the
region such as Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Savannah and Field Sparrows, American Kestrel, Eastern Towhee, and several
wood-warbler species. We will cover some of the park trails on foot, as well as bird from the one-way tour road, and can
expect to spend the entire morning. This trip will be geared toward novice birders, but all are welcome.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot near the park’s visitor center off SR 32.

Saturday, June 6, DYKEN POND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (Rensselaer
County; morning)
Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 518-596-5964 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com
Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center is located on the Rensselaer Plateau near Cropseyville. It is elevated wet
woodlands with a system of loop trails. This trip will take the group down to the edge of the pond, then through thick
woodlands, around the boardwalk at Dustin Swamp and back to the entrance road. Birds such as Blackburnian, Blackthroated Blue, Black-throated Green and Magnolia Warbler, Ovenbird, and Blue-headed Vireo are common, along with
Scarlet Tanager, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco. It is a wet environment, so proper footwear
is advised.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Walmart Plaza on Route 7 (760 Hoosick Road) in Troy, at the plaza entrance directly across the road
from Dunkin’ Donuts.
Saturday, June 13, MONTGOMERY COUNTY—LEADER’S CHOICE (Montgomery County; morning)
Coordinator: David Harrison 908-892-5495 david.harrison57@earthlink.net
Lost Valley State Forest, Schoharie Creek Preserve and Rural Grove State Forest are some of the possible destinations on this
early morning trip. The trip coordinator will decide on the itinerary as the date approaches, and the field trip description on
the HMBC website will have the updated information at that time. It will also be posted on the HMBirds io.groups list.
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the NYS Thruway Exit 27 Park ‘N’ Ride on Rt. 30 in Amsterdam.
Sunday, June 14, STRAWBERRY FIELDS NATURE PRESERVE (Montgomery County; morning)
Coordinators: Ellen Pemrick 518-366-5360 lnmp@nycap.rr.com; John Loz 518-708-7825 jjjazz5@hotmail.com
Strawberry Fields is located on Cranes Hollow Road in the Town of Amsterdam. It includes a nature preserve protected under
a conservation easement with MHLC, a family home, and a working farm, and features 2.5 miles of trails through fields and
forest. Birds found here include Bobolink, Eastern Bluebird, Baltimore Oriole, Common Yellowthroat and Ovenbird. We’ll
walk the trails and see what turns up. Be prepared for possible wet or muddy conditions and tall grass.
Meet in the designated parking area at the preserve at 8:00 AM.
Directions can be found at https://mohawkhudson.org/our-preserves/strawberry-fields-nature-preserve/
Sunday, August 2, MARSHLANDS CONSERVANCY (out-of-area; morning-afternoon)
Coordinator: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com
Marshlands Conservancy ( https://parks.westchestergov.com/marshlands-conservancy ) is a 147-acre wildlife sanctuary in
Westchester County, NY, composed of diverse habitats. Forest, meadow, salt marsh and shore can be explored and
appreciated here. There are three miles of trails and one-half mile of shoreline along the Long Island Sound. Specialties in the
marsh and mud flats include shorebirds, waders, rails, Marsh Wren, and Saltmarsh Sparrow.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the NYS Thruway Exit 21 Park ‘N’ Ride in Catskill, just past the tollbooths.
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