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Birding in Guatemala by Bruce Sowalski & Lorraine Ferguson 

 

We had planned business travel to Guatemala City this past October and added a 

week tour of the country.  We traveled to Quetzaltenango, Lake Atitlan, and 

Antigua and got to see a live animal market at San Francisco El Alto, the deep green 

Laguna Chicabal, Mayan rituals, and numerous volcanoes. 

 

In Santiago de Atitlan we booked a 1/2 day birding tour.  Great guides that knew 

the birds, knew where they were, and knew how to find them.  We hiked into the 

mountain cloud forest of Mirador Rey Tepepul, enjoyed great views, and spotted 

45 species, including a Collared Trogon, a Blue-throated Motmot, a Rufous 

Sabrewing, and yes - the elusive Resplendent Quetzal - 2 in fact, both a male and 

female.   

 

The Quetzal is the national bird of Guatemala, and the name of the country’s 

currency, yet we found that almost all the Guatemalans we met had never seen 

the bird.  We had failed to see it on previous birding tours in Costa Rica and 

Panama.  Sighting the Quetzal was the highlight of our travel to Guatemala. 

 

We found Guatemala to be great for birding and for tourism travel.  Affordable, 

accessible, and safe.  Our guide told us that the impressions Americans have of 

Guatemala are that of the 80’s and 90’s.  Tourism is big business in Guatemala, and 

there are many places to see.  We recommend it. 

 

If you are thinking of going contact us at bsowals2@nycap.rr.com for tour and 

guide references. 

Bruce Sowalski & Lorraine Ferguson, October 2019 
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There is no President’s Corner column this month.  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

HMBC BOARD 

Officers 

President: 

Patricia Fuller       

1301 Sumner Ave 

Schenectady, NY  12309 

(518) 421-2318     plfuller310@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President:: 

Tristan Lowery     tristanlowery@gmail.com 

Secretary:  

Debra Ferguson  

3 Castle Point Rd 

Athens, NY 12015 

518-221-3857     zray.zreee@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  

Ellen Pemrick  

117 Western Ave  

West Charlton, NY 12010  

518-882-9163              lnmp@nycap.rr.com 

Directors 

Gregg Recer  

518-899-2678      gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu 

 

Bruce Dudek  

518-452-4938     bdudek2@nycap.rr.com 

Eric Molho  

518-439-6592    mohorising@aol.com 

Amanda Dillon -   amadillon@gmail.com 

Tristan Lowery   tristanlowery@gmail.com  

Cassandra Davis  daviscass33@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs 

 

Audit: vacant 

Conservation: Kathy Schneider  

fallline@nycap.rr.com 

Field Trips: Tom Williams 

trwdsd@yahoo.com 

Membership: Gregg Recer 

 899-2678     gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu  

Outreach: Vacant  

Programs: Scott Stoner  

785-6760    programs@hmbc.net 

Publications: Denise Hackert-Stoner  

denisehstoner@aol.com 

Records: Will Raup 

944-8711   hoaryredpoll@hotmail.com 

Reist Sanctuary: Philip Johnson  

soomee4@earthlink.net 

Social: vacant 

Technology: John Kent 

424-2234      jwkent@fastmail.fm 

Youth: Vacant 
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You, too, can contribute to Feathers! 

 Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders? 

 Have you led a field trip for HMBC? 

 Have you written short prose or poetry on the subject of birds?  We’re starting a Writers’ Page! 

 Did you take a birding vacation? 

 Do you have a favorite birding spot? 

SHARE them with HMBC members by submitting them to: 

HMBC Contact Information 

BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:  

E-mail: contact@hmbc.net 

HMBC website: http//hmbc.net 

Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:  

Denise Hackert-Stoner at DeniseHStoner@aol.com.  

Send all paper submissions to: 

 Denise Hackert-Stoner 

6 Knob Hill Road. 

Loudonville,  

NY  

12211 

 

 New printing of Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region is now available 

Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region, a new printing of HMBC’s classic book, is now available. A copy is 

$20 for HMBC members and $25 for non-members. An additional charge of $5 for postage and handling will be 

added to the price per book. Contact Gregg Recer   gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu or (518) 899-2678 if you are interested in 

purchasing a copy. Checks should be made out to Hudson Mohawk Bird Club and should be sent to: 

Gregg Recer 

23 Scotch Mist Way 

Malta, NY 12020 
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     CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS 
 
Saturday December 14, 2019 – Schenectady County 

Twenty-eight participants in nine field parties, and one feeder watcher, took part in the 91st running of the Schenectady 

Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, December 14.  The Schenectady CBC has been held each year since 1929.  

Weather in the count circle was foggy with a light rain or mist throughout the day.  The fog got denser as the day wore on, 

leading some field parties to end earlier than they usually do.  Temperatures ranged from a morning low of 37°F to a high of 

44°F.  Flowing water was ice-free and still water was iced over.  An average of four inches of snow covered the count circle 

and there were few, if any, places where the snow had melted completely.  A light wind was not an issue.  Field parties 

covered the 15-mile diameter count circle between the hours of 5:30 a.m. and 4:40 p.m. 

The weather leading up to count day was variable.  A snowstorm on December 1-2 dropped 22” of snow at the Albany 

Airport and temperatures dipped below zero on the morning of December 8. On December 10, temperatures got up to the 

low 50s with rain, which melted quite a bit of the accumulated snow.  The day before the count was cloudy with overnight 

rain.   

We found 59 species, with an additional one count week species (species found in the count circle in the three days on each 

side of count day but not on count day.)  This is below the average of the previous 10 years of 60.9 species.  The count 

maximum is 70 species from the count held in December 2007. 

Once again, we added a new species to the count – Lincoln’s Sparrow.  This species is found with some regularity 

overwintering, or attempting to, further to our south and has been found at least once locally, on the Troy CBC.  The count 

composite total now stands at 142 species with three more found only during count week. 

Other than the Lincoln’s Sparrow, it was, like last year, not a particularly remarkable count.  The following species were at 

least notable due to their having been found on 20 or fewer counts:  Wood Duck (20th occurrence), Green-winged Teal (8th), 

Bufflehead (9th), Red-breasted Merganser (5th), Black Vulture (6th), Bald Eagle (19th), Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (15th), Ruby-

crowned Kinglet (18th), Hermit Thrush (15th), Field Sparrow (12th), and Lincoln’s  Sparrow (1st).  Some of these species, 

particularly Black Vulture and Bald Eagle, have become common in the last few years but haven’t reached the 20-occurrence 

threshold.  All eight of the counts where Green-winged Teal have been found have been within the last 25 years and this 

species looks to be one that we should be expecting from now on. 

For comparative purposes, the following species have been found on 40 or more counts, but were not found on this one:  

Ring-necked Pheasant (found on 47 of 91 counts), Ruffed Grouse (71 counts), Northern Harrier (56), Rough-legged Hawk (49), 

Northern Shrike (42), Horned Lark (42), Brown-headed Cowbird (47), and Purple Finch (52).  Most members of this group 

were far more common in the early years of the count, before climate change was obvious.  Also, there have been significant 

changes to the open areas in the count circle with loss of farmland and increase in housing developments and commercial 

space.  Although there aren’t a lot of reports around this year, it’s possible that Northern Harrier was missed due to the fog. 

There were no record high numbers of individuals! 

Some random observations: 

Waterfowl diversity was low, with only eight species found.  The Red-breasted Merganser was a good find, the first since one 

in December of 1991! 
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     CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS (continued) 
 

Hawk diversity was low and only four Bald Eagles were found.  This may have been the result of the aforementioned fog.  Gull 

numbers were down, with only 50 Ring-bills and one Herring Gull.  To put this into perspective, the record high count for  

these two species is 650 and 2,059, respectively.  These records were from the 80’s and 90’s, when landfills apparently 

weren’t concerned with daily cover of the trash. 

American Crow numbers were lowest since 1976.  This is even lower than last year’s low.  There are apparently no large crow 

roosts in the count circle this year, but the lower crow numbers may be an indication of another problem, much like when 

West Nile Virus hit them badly a few years back. 

There were no “winter finches” this year.  In fact, the only irruptive species was Red-breasted Nuthatch, which is expected in 

the Albany Pine Bush area.  Blackbirds were almost completely absent, with a group of 12 Red-winged Blackbirds one sector 

being the only ones reported. 

“Half-hardy” species sightings were up this year, with Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Carolina Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit 

Thrush, Chipping Sparrow (count week), Field Sparrow, and Lincoln’s Sparrow all reported.  This may be a result of the count 

being held on the first day of the count period.  It also might be a consequence of global warming.  Only time and more CBCs 

will answer that question. 

The table accompanying this article shows each field party’s sightings and effort.  The last column shows how many times a 

species has been found on the last 25 counts.  This can highlight the relative rarity of a particular species. 

I thank all the participants who were out in the field.  There would be no CBC without you.  Doing a CBC is a great citizen 

science opportunity.  It allows scientists to document the climatic and environmental changes occurring all around us.  With 

90+ years of counting in this count circle, we can see direct evidence of this. 

Larry Alden – Compiler 
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CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS (continued)    

CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS (continued)    
120th CBC - Schenectady Count Circle - December 14, 2019 

  A B C D E F G H I/J D1 Total Last 25 

Canada Goose    131   2  29 5  167 25 

Wood Duck    1        1 12 

Mallard  13 6 404  11 22 27 20 16  519 25 

American Black Duck    9 8       17 25 

Green-winged Teal    1        1 8 

Bufflehead        1   1 7 

Common Merganser  20 8  5   3 16 7  59 25 

Red-breasted Merganser         1   1 1 

Wild Turkey     22  10  4   36 23 

Rock Pigeon 18  337 256 10  197 63 272  1153 25 

Mourning Dove  22 12 12 213 72 101 17  37 2 488 25 

Ring-billed Gull  26  1  1  2 14 6  50 25 

Herring Gull  1          1 25 

Great Blue Heron  1   1   2  1  5 24 

Black Vulture     35       35 6 

Sharp-shinned Hawk     1   1    2 25 

Cooper's Hawk  1   2 1    1 1 6 25 

Bald Eagle 3   1       4 17 

Red-tailed Hawk  5 1 7 7 2 2 3 1 4  32 25 

Eastern Screech-Owl     1     1  2 23 

Great Horned Owl   2         2 23 

Belted Kingfisher   2      3 2  7 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  12 12 5 7 4 8 3 4 8 1 64 25 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker      1     1 11 

Downy Woodpecker  12 22 4 15 8 10 5 6 10 2 94 25 
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Hairy Woodpecker  1 2 1 4 4 4 1 4 4  25 25 

Northern Flicker  1 3  3  1     8 25 

Pileated Woodpecker  2 3   1 3  1 2  12 25 

American Kestrel     1       1 19 

Blue Jay  43 31 35 78 70 57 18 14 40 3 389 25 

American Crow  29 15 51 27 33 29 65 26 164  439 25 

Fish Crow    2    5  2  9 14 

Common Raven     1      1 22 

Black-capped Chickadee  23 33 22 28 37 54 6 9 25 2 239 25 

Tufted Titmouse  8 14 4 23 19 9 1 6 10 1 95 25 

Red-breasted Nuthatch    2  2      4 25 

White-breasted Nuthatch  6 31 6 9 6 13 6 6 14 1 98 25 

Brown Creeper      1      1 22 

Winter Wren  2         2 20 

Carolina Wren 2 2 2 1  5 1 2 3  18 22 

Golden-crowned Kinglet  2 1   1 5     9 22 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet    1       1 6 

Eastern Bluebird  2 7 3 25 1 7 4 2   51 25 

Hermit Thrush         1  1 6 

American Robin  21 33 6 7 8 51 1  3  130 25 

Northern Mockingbird  1  6 2 3 1  1 2  16 25 

European Starling  54 56 482 114 100 5 55 12 114  992 25 

Cedar Waxwing    5   12     17 20 

House Sparrow  121 12 37 24 5 40 37 77 82 7 442 25 

House Finch   2 7 30 13 7  6 1 8 74 25 

American Goldfinch  11 8 15 23 8 11 19 14 4  113 25 

American Tree Sparrow  2 11 2 14  1  5   35 25 

Chipping Sparrow     CW       2 

Field Sparrow     1       1 4 
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Song Sparrow  2 5 3 6 1 6 3 11 3  40 25 

Lincoln's Sparrow       1    1 1 

White-throated Sparrow 14 18 11 18 3 24 5 7  3 103 25 

Dark-eyed Junco  7 2 45 53 38 4 20 44 1  214 25 

Red-winged Blackbird  12          12 20 

Northern Cardinal  25 24 14 30 39 24 9 12 20 7 204 25 

             

Total Birds 523 380 1673 1096 503 529 517 421 865  6545  

Total Species 34 30 33 37 30 31 28 31 32  59  

Count Week Species 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0  1  

  A B C D E F G H I/J D1 Total  

CW - Denotes species found in the count circle during the count week (3 days on each side of count day) but not on count day. 

Last 25 - Number of occurrences on the last 25 counts. 

Group A: Bob Yunick, Ted Hicks.  6:19 a.m. – 3:13 p.m. (6.0 hours, 4.25 miles on foot; 2.0 hours, 35 miles by car.  Also 1.0 hours, 2.25 

miles owling.) 

Group B: Eric Molho, John Hershey, Pat Dollard. 7:00 a.m. – 3:05 p.m.  (4.0 hours, 4.5 miles on foot; 4.0 hours, 23 miles by car.) 

Group C: Gregg Recer, Cathy Graichen, Scott Stoner, Denise Hackert-Stoner. 7:55 a.m. – 4:06 p.m. (1.5 hours, 1.7 miles on foot; 6.75 

hours, 59.3 miles by car.) 

Group D: Larry Alden, Cindy and Chris Edwardson. 5:30 a.m. - 4:40 p.m. (2.0 hours, 2.3 miles on foot; 7.75 hours, 75.1 miles by car.  

Also 1.5 hours, 11.3 miles owling.) 

Group E:  Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Tom Williams. 7:05 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. (1.5 hours, 2.3 miles on foot; 5.75 hours, 73 miles by car.) 

Group F: George Steele, Bob Reilly. 6:45 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., less 0.5 hours not birding (2.5 hours, 2.0 miles on foot; 5.5 hours, 39 miles by 

car.  Also 0.25 hours, 0.5 miles owling.) 

Group G: Bill Lee, Jamie Taft, Janet Betlejeskie, Neal Reilly. 8:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. (3.5 hours, 3.0 miles on foot; 4.0 hours, 45 miles by 

car.) 

Group H: Kathleen LoGiudice, Hank Stebbins, Kurt Weiskotten.  8:00 a.m. – 4:15 p.m., less 1.0 hour not birding (3.0 hours, 2.25 miles on 

foot; 4.25 hours, 22.3 miles by car.) 

Group I/J: Steve Mesick, Richard White, David Luck, James Sutton. 8:24 a.m. – 4:10 p.m., less 0.25 hours not birding (3.25 hours, 4.7 

miles on foot; 4.25 hours, 31.5 miles by car.) 

D1: Paul Novak – Feeder watcher in Sector D.  (4.0 hours.) 

Notes: Hours and times rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 
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CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS (continued)    
 

Saturday December 29, 2019 – Rensselaer County 

The 53rd annual Southern Rensselaer Christmas Bird Count was conducted Saturday December 29 2019.  Thirty participants 

in nine field parties tallied 63 species and 13,786 birds. This is the second 

highest number of species in the past 20 years, topped only by 2001 and 2007 with 68 species both years, and well above the

 20 year average of 57 species. 
 

All major bodies of water were mostly open, with creeks and rivers flowing at a moderate rate while most standing water  

was mostly frozen. The weather was more pleasant than it had been for the past few years, with no precipitation, light winds,

 and temps in the mid-30s to mid-40s. Only an inch or so of snow remained. 
 

With lakes frozen and running water moving fast, we didn't have any surprises in the waterfowl department. Single Northern 

Pintail and Green-winged Teal were the only standouts. A family of Mute Swans lingered on Nassau Lake. 

Some half-hardy species hung on in the mild weather -

Great Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher, Hermit Thrush, and Gray Catbird.  A single Iceland Gull stood out in the flocks. Good  

numbers of raptors were seen, including all three falcons and the usual Black Vulture roost at HVCC. 
 

The woodpecker six-

pack all showed up as did Winter Wren and Brown Creeper. Six species of sparrows were found as well with Dark-

eyed Juncos, White-throats, and Song Sparrow the most common. 

Given the bleak Finch Forecast, it was not surprising to strike out on Purple Finches, Common Redpolls, and Pine Siskins. Red-

Breasted Nuthatches are still (in mid-

January) lingering up in the hills and were not seen on the count, nor were Snow Buntings. Starlings beat out all crow species 

as most numerous. 

We wrapped up with our usual congenial compilation dinner at the Lakeview. I'm hoping to find quieter quarters for next  

year! 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in field parties or feederwatching, you newcomers, old-timers, and returning out-of-

towners. You make this count fun! See you on December 26 2020. 

Naomi Lloyd 

SoRensCo Compiler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS (continued)    
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CHRISTMAS COUNT REPORTS (continued)    
 

Saturday January 4, 2020 – Troy CBC 

Twenty-five participants in seven field parties took part in the 71st Troy CBC, covering the count circle on Saturday, January 4, 

2020.  This club-sponsored CBC has been held every year since 12/31/1949, and my statistics are based on the counts from 

then onward.  Nearly every count has been held a few days on either side of New Year’s Day, and so I refer to past counts 

with a two-year name (e.g., this year’s is 2019-20). 

The weather on count day was cloudy with continuous light rain and some fog.  Temperatures ranged from a morning high of 

40°F dropping to a low of 36°F.  There was no snow cover and no wind to speak of.  Field parties covered the 15-mile 

diameter count circle between the hours of 5:27 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  Rivers and streams were flowing strongly but ponds and 

the Tomhannock Reservoir were mostly frozen over. 

Weather preceding the count was wet and largely around the freezing mark or above.  The day before the count was cloudy 

with temperatures in the mid-40’s. 

We located a total of 60 species on count day, below the average of the previous ten years of 67.0 species.  In fact, this count 

was the lowest species total since the 1982-83 count, when only 56 species were found.  For comparison purposes, the most 

species found was 74, on the 2005-06 count. 

We had a new high count for only a single species, Carolina Wren, with 32, beating the 22 found on the count in the 2012-

2013 CBC season. 

There were also some less-common birds found, i.e., ones seen on 20 or fewer counts:  Bufflehead (17th occurrence), Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker (16th), Peregrine Falcon (18th), Winter Wren (20th), and White-crowned Sparrow (10th). 

Waterfowl numbers and diversity were down, probably owing to the abundance of open water in and out of the count circle 

where birds could spread out.  Single Snow Goose, Northern Pintail, and Bufflehead sightings added to the species total. 

The three common gull species were seen in relatively lower numbers.  A single Iceland Gull was found, and non-participating 

birders found a Glaucous Gull that our field parties didn’t, making this officially a “count week” bird. 

Raptor numbers were also down.  Sharp-shinned Hawk and Cooper’s Hawks were found only by single field parties, and 

Northern Harrier was totally absent.  Bald Eagles, however, were, dare I say, abundant, concentrating along open waterways 

and near nest locations.  This is clearly a conservation success. 

Six species of woodpecker were found.  Flicker numbers were only in the single digits (tying a low of five on the 1989-90 

count – hopefully not a trend), but Yellow-bellied Sapsucker made it back to the list after last year’s absence. 

American Crows were very abundant, with over 16,000 counted.  This is the highest count for that species since the 1997-98 

count.  This may be more the result of one or two field parties being in good locations to actually count birds leaving their 

nighttime roosts than it is an increase in birds.  Fish Crows hit triple digits (just barely) for the second time in count history. 

House finches rebounded from last year’s low, but they were still only in double digits, and well down compared to the count 

high of 763 in 1992-93.  There were no irruptive finches (or Red-breasted Nuthatch), no larks or buntings, and sparrow 

numbers seemed low, perhaps due to the lack of snow cover.  Swamp Sparrow (third year in a row) and White-crowned 

Sparrow (third in the last ten years) were the only unusual sparrows this year. 
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Blackbirds were marginally present, with two field parties each reporting Brown-headed Cowbirds and Red-winged 

Blackbirds.   

For perspective, the following species have been found on 40 or more counts, but were not found on this one:  Ruffed 

Grouse (54 of the previous 71 counts), Rough-legged Hawk (50), American Kestrel (60), Horned Lark (52), and Red-breasted 

Nuthatch (59).  These could be considered “big misses”, but actually finding no individuals of these species was not 

unexpected, given historical changes to the land use within the count circle.  These species were definitely more abundant in 

the earlier years of this count than they are now. 

The table accompanying this article shows each field party’s sightings and effort.  The last column shows how many times a 

species has been found on the last 25 counts.  This can highlight the relative rarity of a particular species. 

The cumulative total of species for the count now stands at 144 species, and there are four additional species that have been 

only seen on count week.  This represents a loss of one species since I reported last year.  This was the result of Thayer’s Gull 

(found on five counts) being reclassified as a subspecies of Iceland Gull. 

Thanks to all the participants.  Next year’s count is scheduled for January 2, 2021. 

Larry Alden - Compiler 

120th CBC – 71st Troy Count – January 04, 2020 

 A B C D E F G Total 25 Years 

Snow Goose       1 1 21 

Canada Goose  150 343 299 90 995 5 90 1972 25 

Mallard  6 91 149 82 85 111 92 616 25 

American Black Duck   3  2 13 1 2 21 25 

Northern Pintail     1    1 11 

Bufflehead  1      1 10 

Common Goldeneye  4 16 50 21 2 28  121 25 

Hooded Merganser   2 6  1   9 24 

Common Merganser  8 22 41 13 10 16 4 114 25 

Wild Turkey   24   30  102 156 22 

Rock Pigeon 29 62 178 282 38 251 88 928 25 

Mourning Dove  74 32 14 55 115 30 26 346 25 

Ring-billed Gull   5 23 76 8 209 40 361 25 

Herring Gull     405 2 3 400 810 25 

Iceland Gull        1 1 20 
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Glaucous Gull    CW    - 10 

Great Black-backed Gull     36 1  40 77 25 

Great Blue Heron    4  1  1 6 18 

Sharp-shinned Hawk     1    1 24 

Cooper's Hawk        2 2 25 

Bald Eagle 5 3 3 8 5 6  23 25 

Red-tailed Hawk  12 4 5 13 5 10 10 59 25 

Eastern Screech-Owl  1   1    2 24 

Great Horned Owl    2 2 1   5 25 

Belted Kingfisher    3   2 2 7 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  7 12 8 4 5 2 9 47 25 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1  1     2 14 

Downy Woodpecker  9 12 12 15 5 13 12 78 25 

Hairy Woodpecker  3 6 2 2 1 2 5 21 25 

Northern Flicker  1 3 1     5 25 

Pileated Woodpecker  1 2 3 4 1  1 12 25 

Merlin    1    1 18 

Peregrine Falcon   1 1   2  4 16 

Blue Jay  32 44 58 31 39 26 41 271 25 

American Crow  60 1646 295 11825 69 2116 61 16072 25 

Fish Crow   7  55 5 33  100 22 

Common Raven 2  1  1 1 1 6 21 

Black-capped Chickadee  60 76 51 59 21 38 69 374 25 

Tufted Titmouse  17 22 16 8 2 28 19 112 25 

White-breasted Nuthatch  8 18 19 14 6 8 8 81 25 

Brown Creeper   1      1 25 

Winter Wren       2 2 9 
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Carolina Wren 1 8 7 6 5 2 3 32 22 

Golden-crowned Kinglet  2  2     4 17 

Eastern Bluebird  4 12 21  4 17 8 66 25 

American Robin  5 79 14 17 64 2 145 326 25 

Northern Mockingbird  1 4 1 1 1 2 3 13 25 

European Starling  700 618 147 89 106 254 1025 2939 25 

Cedar Waxwing  4       4 24 

House Sparrow  54 62 56 56 12 63 34 337 25 

House Finch  7 23 10 3 25 2 14 84 25 

American Goldfinch  18 3 21 3 10 13 28 96 25 

American Tree Sparrow  2  2  5 12 22 43 25 

Song Sparrow  8 2 4 4 3 4 8 33 25 

Swamp Sparrow   1     1 9 

White-throated Sparrow 10 12 27 3 5 8 16 81 25 

White-crowned Sparrow 1       1 3 

Dark-eyed Junco  53 44 86 1 9 12 36 241 25 

Red-winged Blackbird       14 30 44 15 

Brown-headed Cowbird   35     1 36 23 

Northern Cardinal  9 24 23 17 8 8 26 115 25 

Total Birds 1369 3383 1667 13306 1724 3354 2528 27331  

Total Species 37 39 41 38 40 37 42 60  

Count Week Species 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0  

 A B C D E F G Total  

 

CW = Denotes species found in the count circle during the count week (3 days on each side of count day) but not on count 

day.  Some species totals do not match the total reported by each individual party (e.g., Bald Eagle).  Numbers were adjusted 

to account for birds which were likely to have been seen by two or more parties. 
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Bold = record number or tied record for the count. 

Group A: Alison VanKeuren, Jeremy Kirchman, Emmett Kirchman, Matt Schlesinger.  5:45 a.m. - 6:55 a.m. and 7:15 a.m. - 

2:40 p.m. (0.25 hour, 0.5 miles on foot; 7.0 hours, 33 miles by car. Also 1.25 hours, 10.3 miles owling.) 

Group B: Larry Alden, Steve Chorvas, Neal Reilly.  5:27 a.m. - 4:55 p.m. (2.25 hours, 1.4 miles on foot; 7.25 hours, 74.3 miles 

by car. Also 2.0 hours, 14.1 miles owling.) 

Group C: Cassie Davis, Rich Guthrie, Sasha Keyel, Tristan Lowery. 7:07 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. (4.0 hours, 5.5 miles on foot; 5.75 

hours, 66.4 miles by car.) 

Group D:  George Steele, Alan Mapes, Mike Cavanaugh. 6:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., less 0.5 hours not birding (4.5 hours, 3.5 miles 

on foot; 5.0 hours, 36.0 miles by car. Also 0.75 hours, 2.0 miles owling.) 

Group E: Steve Mesick, Bill Lee, Jamie Taft, Joe Krupitza. 6:50 a.m. – 7:15 a.m. and 7:49 a.m. – 4:20 p.m., less 0.25 hours not 

birding (1.5 hours, 1.2 miles on foot; 6.5 hours, 69.0 miles by car. Also 0.5 hours, 6.5 miles owling.) 

Group F: Kathryn Schneider, Naomi Lloyd, Marian Sole, Eric Molho. 7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (2.0 hours, 1.9 miles on foot; 5.5 

hours, 51.7 miles by car.) 

Group G: Jackson Mesick, Richard White, James Sutton. 6:24 a.m. – 4:50 p.m. (3.5 hours, 5.0 miles on foot, 6.0 hours, 71.2 

miles by car.  Also 1.25 hours, 1.6 miles owling.) 

Notes: Hours rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 
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Upcoming HMBC Programs 
 

Date and Time:  February 3, 2020, 6:30-8:30 PM 

Location:  William K Sanford Library (Colonie) 

Speaker: Paul Novak 

Topic:  Grassland Bird Studies and Conservation in NYS 

 

Paul Novak is the Wildlife Diversity Biologist for NYSDEC Region 4, based out of Schenectady. He leads and coordinates 

regional activities for various songbird, marsh bird, and raptor species, as well as work on the New England cottontail, and 

Endangered/Threatened species project review, and serves as the Region 4 representative on the Bureau of Wildlife Bird & 

Mammal Diversity Team and the Reptile and Amphibian Team. Following graduation from SUNY Morrisville and Cornell, Paul 

began his career as a seasonal wildlife technician in Stamford, then the Endangered Species Unit, then returned to school 

where he earned his MS in Wildlife from Cornell. Paul worked as Director of Science & Stewardship with the Lower Hudson 

Chapter of The Nature Conservancy and as Zoologist with the New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP), before coming to 

DEC in his current role.  

 

Date and Time:  March 2, 2020,  6:30-8:30 

Location:  William K Sanford Library, Colonie 

Speaker:  Rich Guthrie 

Topic:  The Changes I’ve Seen in Sixty Years of Birding – And What’s new and Different 

 

Rich Guthrie began birding as a kid in Stanfordville, Dutchess County, before moving to New York City where he joined up 

with the local bird club.  Retiring from his career with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Rich began an 

active role as a commentator on NPR’s Northeast Public Radio WAMC and Cornell University‘s eBird project. From the 

perspective of his lifetime of birding, Rich will describe how birding has changed over the past 60 years, and what is new and 

different about the endeavor today!   

 

Date and Time:  April 13, 2020,   

Location:  Centuy House, Latham, NY 

Speaker:  Yun Wang 

Topic:  World-renowned wildlife photographer and Antarctic tour guide Yun Wang will present her program onAntarctica’s 

Penguins 

 

 

   UPCOMING ASCR PROGRAMS 

No Programs listed at this time 

 

 ARTISTS’ PAGE 

No Submissions for Artists’ Page for this issue                    
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WRITERS’ PAGE 

 
March Meditation 

By Eric Molho 

Still, crystalline air hangs heavily, 

yet barely touches  

the smoothed pearlescent surfaces 

and dusted outlines 

of winter’s last days. 
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ON NATURE: Us vs. Squirrel 

By Denise Hackert-Stoner    

 

Every person who has put up a bird feeder knows this little creature, and has 

probably lost at least one battle to it.  In our yard, despite our best efforts, our 

losses have been many.  Our squirrels can put in their trophy case the 

following:  at least one and possibly two suet feeders, plus the chain from a 

third, a hummingbird feeder, a corn crop, a heavy-duty leaf barrel and the fifty 

pounds of black oil sunflower seed it contained.  In our “win” column we can 

claim (at least for the moment) to have outsmarted the leader of this furry 

gang, who had managed to get around our squirrel baffle by using the longest 

branch on one of our trees and leaping onto the feeders.   

   

We accomplished this feat without resorting to cutting down or even trimming the branch, a fact which does give us some 

satisfaction, although we do not sit secure in our victory.  We know the skill, persistence, 

and intelligence of our opponent.  And so 

the stand-off continues. 

Despite the humbling experience of 

being outsmarted by a twenty-ounce 

mammal with a brain the size of a walnut 

(Squirrel Fact Sheet, Greenwood 

Wildlife), I must say we do enjoy 

watching the little guys as they scurry 

around our brush pile in the winter, 

scarfing up dropped seed from the 

feeders, chasing each other around for 

seemingly no particular reason, and 

sometimes standing on our window sill 

looking in through the window at us as we eat our lunch.  Oh yes, we must add two window 

screens to the squirrels’ trophy collection; they do know where the food is!  

 

Late this past fall we observed squirrel nest-building for the first time.  Of course we have often seen the big, leafy nests high 

in the trees, but never had we watched these dedicated builders at work.  Our observations were of two squirrels, each 

working on the same nest, up a very tall pine behind our house.  One after the other they would run up an adjacent tree, 

mouths full of oak and maple leaves, and use a cross branch to access the nest-in-progress.  Each squirrel would remain in 

the nest for a minute or so, and then it would scurry down to collect more leaves while the other squirrel went to work on 

the nest.  It was quite an organized operation! 

      

We have since learned that these nests are called “dreys,” and that they are often lined with mosses, feathers, and other soft 

materials as insulation.  Their breeding season begins in December or January, and during that time, and even in very cold 

weather during the winter, the pair will share the same nest to keep warm.  Since the young will be born about 45 days after 

breeding, a warm nest is really needed to help keep these naked little babies warm.  
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ON NATURE (continued)    
 

In the case of our squirrels, the nest they worked so hard on is no more.  Our guess is that it may have come down during 

that very heavy snowstorm in early December.  We have since seen nest-building at several new sites, all inside holes in 

trees, safe from wind and snow.  It seems these guys learn quickly! 

Nothing in nature exists in isolation.  If we choose to interact with one part of nature we have to expect that we will get more 

than we bargained for.  So by feeding birds, we attract hungry squirrels, along with myriad other creatures.  And even in our 

attempts to exclude them we may, if we watch them, learn something from and about them.  These lessons may come at a 

price (the screens, the seed, that barrel, and those feeders!), but then education isn’t free, right? 
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ATLAS CORNER: BREEDING CODES PART 1 

BY JULIE HART, ATLAS PROJECT COORDINATOR 

 
Atlas Corner: Breeding Codes  

In the last issue I introduced the idea of breeding codes used by bird atlases to document the breeding status of birds. It’s 
now summer and the birds are well into their breeding cycle, which means that you have the opportunity to practice using 
these codes.  
 
What are the different categories of breeding evidence?  

The atlas breeding codes fall into four categories or levels: Observed, Possible, Probable, and Confirmed. As you can tell by 
their names, they range from weak to strong evidence for breeding. Observed and Possible codes indicate that a bird is 
present, but we don’t have enough evidence to say that they are attempting to breed.  

The Probable and Confirmed codes give a stronger indication that the birds are breeding or are at least attempting to breed. 
The atlas is not trying to determine if the breeding birds are successful and the young birds fledge and go on to become 
reproducing adults. We are more interested in the species that are trying to breed and where they are choosing to do so.  
 
Confirmed Breeding – The Holy Grail 

The Confirmed codes are the holy grail of atlasing. They also tend to be some of the easier codes to apply to your 
observations because they are so conclusive. If you observe a nest with eggs (NE) or young (NY), it’s obvious how to record 
these observations. The same goes if you see a bird carrying a fecal sac (FS), a small white gelatinous mass of baby bird 
excrement that the adults remove from the nest to prevent predators from coming and eating the young.  

Carrying food (CF) or nesting material (CN) are also pretty good indications of breeding. In my experience, these are two of 
the most commonly used codes in atlasing. Birds collect and fly off with food and nesting material a short distance from their 
nest site, so we can learn that a bird is breeding without going through the extra effort of discovering where their nest is 
located. But if we do see a bird building its nest (NB), we can be pretty sure that it’s going to breed in that location.  
 

 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 

nest building (NB) at Vischer Ferry in May. 
Photo © Daniel Schlaepfer. 

 
 
 
 



21 

 

ATLAS CORNER: BREEDING CODES (continued)  
 

There are two things we need to be careful of with these codes. Nest building should not be used for wrens or woodpeckers 
because wrens build multiple nests and woodpeckers may be excavating a roosting cavity instead of a nesting site. For these 
species we have a different code, Woodpecker/Wren Nest Building (B), which falls in the Probable category. We also have to 
be careful not to use the CF code for species that use food as part of their courtship (terns), for caching (corvids), or those 
that carry food to another location to eat (raptors).  

If you are lucky enough to encounter a bird sitting on its nest, this counts as an occupied nest (ON). This code can also be 
used for species that nest high up on a cliff or in the top of a tree, and for birds that nest in cavities or dense shrubs. If you 
observe a bird entering one of these nest sites and it stays for a long time or you see the mate fly out soon afterwards 
indicating a change in incubation duties, that’s a good indication that they have eggs or nestlings. Even a used nest (UN) can 
be used to confirm nesting as long as it is a recent nest and you know for sure what species built it. 

A distraction display (DD) is used by some species to draw threats away from nests and young. If a Killdeer, Ruffed Grouse, or 
Common Yellowthroat flops around wildly making all sorts of un-birdlike noises, you can be pretty sure that they have a nest 
or young nearby.  

A similarly straightforward code is physiological evidence (PE). Banding stations are encouraged to use this code to document 
breeding when they observe a full brood patch, a protruding cloaca, or an egg in the oviduct.  

Perhaps the trickiest of the Confirmed codes are recently fledged young (FL) and feeding young (FY). You might think that if 
you see a young bird or an adult feeding a juvenile bird, that would be super strong evidence of breeding. But remember that 
we want to know not only what species are breeding, but where they are breeding. Some birds move their young far from 
the nest site soon after hatching or fledging, so it’s possible that the birds you are watching did not breed nearby. There are a 
couple of clues to help you apply these codes correctly. If the birds are still in the nest, there is obviously no need to worry, 
just use the appropriate code. If the birds are precocial, meaning they are able to swim, walk, or run soon after hatching, you 
need to be sure that the birds haven’t wandered too far. If the bird is incapable of sustained flight, you are probably safe. If 
it’s a tern or gull chick still in the vicinity of the breeding colony, you are also probably safe. But if, for example, you see a 
fledged Red-tailed Hawk or Common Tern away from their nest site still being fed by the parents, you shouldn’t use this code 
because it’s quite possible the birds have moved miles from where they nested. In fact, terns will stay with and feed their 
young well into fall migration! 

Using the Confirmed Codes 

You can start using the confirmed breeding codes today! They are available in eBird all the time all over the world. The code 
definitions are the same no matter where you are, so I always enter a confirmed breeding code wherever and whenever I 
observe such a behavior (provided I know enough about their natural history to properly categorize it). Whether you use 
eBird web or mobile (see our Tutorials page to get started), you simply click on the breeding and behavior codes section by 
the species name and use the drop-down menu to select the appropriate code. You can tell which codes are in the Confirmed 
category because they all have two-letter codes.  

Simple, right? You will undoubtedly have questions and want clarifications, and for that we are making lists of examples of 
how to use the codes. We’re also holding training workshops around the state and reviewing some of the common issues; 
contact me (julie.hart@dec.ny.gov) to book a workshop. If you want answers to your questions now, please post them to our 
FaceBook Discussion Group. We’ve already had some discussion of how to use some of the trickier Probable codes, which 
we’ll dive into next time. In the meantime, enjoy observing and reporting your local breeding birds! 

 
Published in New York Birders, July 2019, by the New York State Ornithological Association, Inc. 
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HOW TO USE "FOUR LETTER BIRD NAME CODES" 
BY RICH GUTHRIE 
 

One word bird species name = first four letters ---------> Mallard = MALL; Gadwall = GADW; Dunlin = DUNL; Sora - SORA. 

Two word bird species nae = First two letters of each word --------> EAstern BLuebird = EABL; NOrthern FLicker = NOFL; BLue 

JAy = BLJA 

[Note: The full proper common name must be used. This is necessary to avoid many possible conflicts if the familiar partial 

common name is used such as kingbird or kingfisher - EAKI and BEKI]. It's a good practice to use the proper common name 

such as AMRO for our robin even though Robin is pretty much expected or GRCA for Catbird for the same reason. 

Three word species name = First letter from each descriptive word then Two letters from species name ------> White-Brested 

NUthatch = WBNU; Red-Brested NUthatch = RBNU; Brown-Headed NUthatch = BHNU; Ring-Billed GUll = RBGU; Rose-Brested 

GRosbeak = RBGR; Black-Headed Grosbeak = BHGR; 

Four word species name = first letter from each word --------> Great-black Backed Gull = GBBG; Northern Rough-winged 

Swallow = NRWS 

Then there's the the conflicts such as Canada Goose vs. Cackling Goose (CANG & CACG); Barn Swallow vs. Bank Swallow 

(BANS & BANS); Barn Owl vs. Barred Owl (BANO & BARO); Yellow Warbler vs. Yellow Wagtail (YWAR & well if I found myself a 

Yellow Wagtail in the states, I'd hire an Irish Monk to write the name out in Gothic Script). 

Doing the names can be fun and humorous. Some of my favorites include PUFI, NOMO, and SNOW..Sometimes the four-

letter code becomes a shortcut even in the spoken mode - such as: "There's another modo". 

More importantly, these codes save a lot of space in field notebooks, save time in writing species names to a list, and are 

included in the data entry modes for many smart-phone apps such as eBird and the like. 

Have fun. 

Rich 
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BIRDING MEMORIES BY ROBERT RAMONOWSKI   
 

HMBC member Robert Ramonowski wants to share two old bird lists, one from 1978 and one from 1981.  Thanks, Bob! 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS   
 
Saturday, March 21 - Vosburgh Swamp WMA (Greene County; morning) 
Coordinator: Alan Mapes 518-817-1512 alanmapes@gmail.com 
On this morning trip, we will hike to the marsh for waterfowl and migrant land birds. We will also check the Hudson River for 
waterfowl and Bald Eagles. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Coxsackie boat launch. From the intersection of Rt. 9W and Rt. 385 in Coxsackie, go east on Rt. 385 
(Mansion St.) to the bottom of the long hill. Turn left onto Reed Street, then left again on S. River Street and into the State 
boat launch parking lot. 
 
Saturday, March 28 – Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail, Lions Park (Schenectady County; morning)    
Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 
On this trip along the Mohawk River and its backwaters in Niskayuna, we will look for waterfowl, gulls, and early-returning 
residents such as Killdeer, Eastern Phoebe and Tree Swallow, along with the more common resident songbirds. Our walk will 
take us as far as the farm fields on Niska Isle. We will retrace our path back to Lions Park. This is approximately 3.5 miles 
total. 
Meet at 8:30 a.m. at Lions Park in Niskayuna, located along Rosendale Rd. near the intersection with Niskayuna Rd. Bring a 
spotting scope if you wish to scan the waterfowl groups. 
 
Saturday, April 11 – Early Migrants at Five Rivers EEC (Albany County, morning) ***Beginner Friendly*** 
Coordinators: Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner 518-785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com 
Join us for a walk through the varied habitats of Five Rivers as we explore fields, ponds, woodlands, and marshes. More than 
forty bird species can be observed on a favorable day in mid-April. Be prepared for wet trails. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot at Five Rivers EEC in Delmar. 
 
Sunday, April 12 – Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve (VFNHP) (Saratoga County, morning) 
Coordinator: John Hershey 518-371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 
We will start out on this trip looking for spring waterfowl such as American Wigeon, Green and Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, 
Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded Merganser, and Pied-billed Grebe. Other 
possibilities include Virginia Rail, American Bittern, Palm Warbler and Rusty Blackbird. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the VFNHP main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park. 
 
Sunday, April 19 – Collins Lake (Schenectady County, morning) 
Coordinators:  Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 
n mid-April, Collins Lake should host several species of diving ducks, grebes, Common Loon, and wading birds like Great Blue 
Heron. It is also attractive to passing rarities and certain hard to find species. We will scan the lake from the boat launch area, 
then move to Quinlan Park on the east side of the lake for a different view, and bird the wooded areas along the lakeshore 
and Collins Creek for songbirds. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the parking lot for Collins Park, entering from Schonowee Avenue in Scotia. 
 
Saturday, April 25 – Fox Preserve (Albany County; morning) (Joint trip with Mohawk-Hudson Land Conservancy) 
Coordinators:  Sarah Walsh (MHLC); Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner (HMBC) 518-785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com 
The Fox Preserve is a property of the Mohawk-Hudson Land Conservancy (MHLC), located at 4220 River Rd. in Colonie, 
between Buhrmaster Rd. and Forts Ferry Rd. It has a one-mile trail and is mostly forest with some open areas and field edges 
as well. Shaker Creek runs along the back of the property. Trails are relatively easy. There is also a picnic table just off the 
parking area that has views to the Mohawk River. We'll look for some early migrants in the preserve, and, time and interest 
permitting, cross the road to the Mohawk-Hudson bike path to look at some open water areas and edge habitat along the 
trail. 
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED with the MHLC at https://mohawkhudson.org/birdhike/ 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 
 
Sunday, April 26 – Powell Sanctuary (Columbia County; morning) (Joint trip with Alan DeVoe Bird Club) 
Coordinator:  Kathy Schneider 518-248-8665 falline@nycap.rr.com 
This 145-acre preserve has been owned and managed by the Alan Devoe Bird Club since 1959. It features a beaver pond with 
an observation blind, neighboring farm fields, and Dorson’s Rock, a sandstone ledge that offers good hawk watching and a 
panoramic view of the Hudson Valley. There are 3 miles of moderate, well-marked trails throughout the sanctuary, which is 
mostly woods. The club’s list for this site has more than 200 species, including 20 species of warblers. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, 75 Hunt Club Road, Old Chatham. From the junction of County 
Route 13 and Albany Turnpike in the hamlet of Old Chatham, travel southwest on County Route 13 for 0.9 miles to Pitt Hall 
Road on the left, where two signs mark the road to Powell House and the sanctuary. Follow Pitt Hall Road 0.25 miles, then 
bear left (east) onto Hunt Club Road and continue 0.25 miles to the main parking lot. 
 
Wednesday, April 29 -  Weekday Walk at Five Rivers EEC (Albany County; morning) **beginner-friendly** 
Coordinators: Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner 518-785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com 
Join us for a walk through the varied habitats of Five Rivers as we explore fields, ponds, woodlands, and marshes. Over fifty 
bird species can be observed on a favorable day in late-April. Be prepared for wet trails. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot at Five Rivers EEC in Delmar. 
 
Friday-Sunday, May 1-3 DELMARVA Peninsula (Out-of-area; overnight stays) 
Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com 
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED WELL IN ADVANCE FOR THIS TRIP. CONTACT THE COORDINATORS BY March 20th FOR 
RESERVATIONS AND LOGISTICS DETAILS. 
This trip provides excellent opportunities to see southern breeding specialties such as Blue Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, 
Brown-headed Nuthatch and a variety of southern wood warblers. We can also expect a good variety of herons, egrets, 
spring-plumaged shorebirds, and coastal breeders such as clapper rail and seaside sparrow. We plan to leave first thing Friday 
morning, stopping at Edwin B. Forsythe NWR (Brigantine) in NJ. Other potential birding locations include Chincoteague NWR 
in VA, Bombay Hook NWR and the Little Creek/Port Mahon area in DE and Pokomoke Swamp in MD. There will be a limit of 
10 participants (including the coordinators) for this trip. 
Contact the coordinators for reservations and logistics details 
 
Wednesday, May 6, Washington Park, Albany (Albany County; morning) 
Coordinator: Tristan Lowery 646-323-8914 tristanlowery@gmail.com 
 
At the peak of spring migration in May, even a downtown urban park can attract a variety of warblers, vireos, sparrows, and 
other migrating songbirds. For this special weekday trip, we'll meet up at Albany's picturesque Washington Park and explore 
the grounds. 
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the corner of Englewood Place and State Street on the north side of the park, opposite the University at 
Albany downtown campus. 
 
Saturday, May 9, Birds and Breakfast at Five Rivers EEC (Albany County; morning) 
Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 
Our annual celebration of spring migrants will be held at Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, located along Game 
Farm Rd. in Delmar. The center has an excellent trail system through a variety of habitats. You can expect to see and hear 
many resident and migrant species, including warblers, thrushes, vireos, and orioles, along with a few waterfowl and herons. 
A typical year results in about 70 species; a good year for migrants can top 80! 
An early group will meet in the parking lot at 6:00 a.m. Additional groups will leave at 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. You may join 
one of these groups or go out on your own as we try to find as many species as possible. We’ll rally at the new Visitors Center 
at 10:30 a.m. for coffee, bagels, fresh fruit and a list compilation. The breakfast is free, but donations are welcomed! 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 
 
Sunday, May 10 -  Vischer Ferry Nature and Historic Preserve (VFNHP) MIGRANTS (Saratoga County; morning) 
Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com 

This is one of the club’s most popular spring trips. We will explore this varied site for warblers and other songbirds as well as 
marsh species including herons and rails. 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the VFNHP main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park. 

Saturday, May 16 -  Century Run (NYS Region 8; all day) 
Compiler: Larry Alden 518-861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com 
This is the Club’s 75th Anniversary of the Century Run, where teams of birders try to find as many species of birds as they 
possibly can in a single day within the eleven county NYS Region 8. Each group must stay together and jointly identify species 
reported. The Century Run is not so much a field trip, but a challenge where you or your group tries to identify as many birds 
as possible within a set 24-hour period. Groups informally compete for bragging rights, but the results do provide a good 
snapshot of what birds are out there in a single day. A good Century Run (so named for the goal of reaching a “century”, or at 
least 100 species) calls for proper planning to hit a wide variety of habitats at the right time. Some groups try to cover the 
whole HMBC area; others limit themselves to a smaller geographic area – a single county, town, etc. Also, there is nothing 
that says you can’t go out on your own, where you want and at your own pace, to see what you can find. 
Reports should be emailed to the compiler by May 28th, in order to be counted and published in “Feathers”, the Club 
newsletter. Reports should include species, hours afield, team members, and geographical areas (counties) covered. Also, 
please send an e-mail to the HMBirds group (https://groups.io/g/hmbirds/messages) with the total number of species 
observed, and highlights for your group. 
 
Sunday, May 17 – Schodack Island State Park (Rensselaer County; morning) 
Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 518-596-5964 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com 
Schodack Island State Park sits along the eastern shore of the Hudson River just south of Castleton-on-Hudson. 
Approximately seven miles of Hudson River and Schodack Creek shoreline bound the 1,052-acresite. A portion of the park 
shelters a Bird Conservation Area (BCA) that is home to Cerulean Warblers, and a Great Blue Heron rookery. Resident 
songbirds are plentiful. Previous Club trips have seen about 50 species, including a dozen or more warbler species. Keep your 
windows open as you drive along the park entrance, it is a very “birdy” stretch of road. Depending upon where the Cerulean 
Warblers are nesting, we will walk about 3-4 miles along level paths. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Schodack Island State Park main parking lot at its south end. There is no admission fee before 8:00 
a.m. 
 
Wednesday, May 20 – Hannacroix Creek Preserve (Greene County; evening) 
Coordinator: Rich Guthrie 518-756-9094 richardpguthrie@gmail.com 
On this trip we’ll be looking for migrant warblers, vireos and of course, (New) Baltimore Orioles. The moderately easy trail 
goes around attractive nesting and migrant songbird habitats with a scenic creek and waterfall. Louisiana Waterthrush nest 
here regularly and migrant warblers are drawn to the varied habitats along the trailsides. Let's see if we can add some 
interesting species to the Breeding Bird Atlas and to the list of over 120 species recorded for this eBird Hotspot. We will start 
at the main entrance to the Preserve. If time permits, we will also explore the trail leading down to the Hudson River where 
Bald Eagles and migrant waterfowl are often seen. 
Meet at 6:00 PM at the main entrance, just off NYS Rt. 144, just south of the Albany/Greene County line (Coeymans/New 
Baltimore). 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 
 
 
Saturday, May 23 - Bozenkill Preserve (Albany County; morning) 
Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 
Bozenkill Preserve is a MHLC property that features out-and-back trails which run alongside the creek. Flowing from the 
Helderberg Escarpment, the Bozen Kill is little known beyond Altamont and the Hilltowns. The stream originates from 
wetlands in Schenectady County and Duane Lake near Delanson and flows through the largely inaccessible Bozen Kill ravine 
before passing Altamont, eventually entering the Watervliet Reservoir in Guilderland. 
The Bozen Kill ravine is largely unexplored by birders. Expect typical closed-canopy, woodland species, but there are open 
fields near the trailhead with edge habitat, and the creek should add some species as well. 
Meet at 7:00 a.m. in front of the Key Bank at the southwest corner of Routes 20 and 155 in Guilderland, from where we will 
carpool to the preserve. 
 
Sunday, May 24 - FOX HILL RD. (Saratoga County; morning)  
Coordinator: John Hershey 518-371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 
On this trip we will travel through the remote forested and wetland areas along Desolation Lake Rd. and Fox Hill Rd. in 
Saratoga County. We will bird from the roadside, and explore areas recently acquired by New York State for conservation and 
recreation. Higher elevation breeders will be the main target. As many as 15 or more breeding warbler species are possible 
including 
Nashville, Canada, and Mourning Warbler. Other breeding species that have been seen in the past include American Bittern, 
Northern Goshawk, Broad-winged Hawk, and Swainson’s 
Thrush. Because we will be birding from the road, it will be necessary to share vehicles and to limit the number of 
participants to 16. Waterproof footwear is recommended. Contact the coordinator for reservations, and other information. 
Meet at the Saratoga County Airport parking lot off Geyser Rd. at 7:30 a.m. 
 
Monday, May 25 – Partridge Run WMA (Albany County; morning) 
Coordinator: Zach Schwartz-Weinstein zachsw@gmail.com 
Map: http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/86068.html 
We will explore southwestern Albany County’s higher elevation habitat for late and breeding migrants. Likely spots include 
Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area and Rensselaerville State Forest. In the past, this trip has turned up numerous 
breeding warblers and flycatchers, as well as rare and uncommon breeding species. Trails are rocky, hilly, and often muddy. 
Expect to walk some distance. 
Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the New Scotland Town Hall, located on State Route 85 in New Scotland. We will carpool to the 
destinations from there. 
 
Saturday, May 30 Cherry Plain State Park (Rensselaer County; morning) 
Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 518-596-5964 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com 
Cherry Plain State Park is situated on the Rensselaer Plateau of the Capital District. The relatively high elevation, cool climate 
and a variety of forested and wetland habitats make this a good area for northern species. Nesting species include Least 
Flycatcher, Dark-eyed Junco, 
White-throated Sparrow, Scarlet Tanager, Common Raven, Broad-winged Hawk, Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green, 
Magnolia, Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Black-and-White and Yellow-rumped Warblers. Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, 
Veery, Hermit Thrush and Winter Wren also nest here. 
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Hannaford parking lot on the right side of Route 43, just past the intersection of Route 150 in West 
Sand Lake, to carpool to the park. 
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