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TALES FROM THE FIELD: CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 

MERGE HOLIDAY FUN WITH CITIZEN SCIENCE BY SCOTT 

STONER AND DENISE HACKERT-STONER 
 

The last bit of the Thanksgiving turkey has been carefully scraped off the bone, the 
carcass simmered into a lovely broth to be frozen and used for winter soups.  Santa has 
arrived at the local mall.  The pumpkins and corn stalks have been composted, and in 
their place are evergreens and glittering lights.  The short days become shorter yet, and 
our “to-do” lists increase, like the minutes of darkness, each day.   
  
With all of the holiday preparations, why do people choose to spend one entire precious 
day, from before dawn until after dark, counting birds?  Some people might even wonder 
whether there are enough birds around at that time of year to keep a group of people 
busy counting them all day! 
  
Indeed, the answer to the first query might at least partially be contained in the second. 
Although a small group of birders might easily tally 60 or 70 species on a pleasant May 
morning, the challenge of accounting for every individual bird of every species within a 
15-mile geographic circle requires a high degree of focus from the entire group.  Enough 
focus, in fact, that for one entire day, thoughts of holiday preparations are of necessity 
put to the back of our minds.  In other words, this is a break.  It is often cold, often windy, 
sometimes rainy or snowy.  It requires an early start, in the dark of a December morning, 
and ends in the early dark of a December evening.  But a break it is nevertheless, in the 
pleasant company of like-minded birders, and in good years, a surprisingly large number 
of birds.  Many times the evening closes with a compilation, where we share our birding 
tales and tallies More about that later! 

 

(continued  p29 ) 
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January was a fairly quiet start to 2022 for the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club as we 

hold off on regular field trips until late March, after which they’ll pick up pace 

through spring and into the summer. But the Christmas Bird Count season was a 

great success, as was our traditional New Year’s Day Count at Five Rivers 

Environmental Education Center in Delmar. Additionally, our first monthly 

program of the year was excellent as always, and it was a special pleasure to have 

our very own program chair Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner share their 

wonderful images and stories of birding in Alaska. Spring will be here before we 

know it and there is plenty of club birding to look forward to in the coming year. 

 

But just a handful of reminders for now. We’ll be hosting our annual meeting in 

April, but due to uncertainties posed by the public health situation, the date and 

other details will be decided by the board of directors at our early March meeting 

in time to allow for a formal announcement. Also, membership dues are due on 

April 1st; members will be emailed renewal notices and instructions for payment in 

the coming weeks. I’ll also add a pitch for the New York State Breeding Bird Atlas 

III, now entering its third year. With local birding being relatively slow as we await 

the spring thaw still many weeks away, now is a great time to explore the Atlas 

block map and see where more work is needed come spring and summer! 

 

Happy New Year and good birding! 

 

Tristan Lowery 

President, Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club 

president@hmbc.net 
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You, too, can contribute to Feathers! 

 Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders? 

 Have you led a field trip for HMBC? 

 Have you written short prose or poetry on the subject of birds?  We’re starting a Writers’ Page! 

 Did you take a birding vacation? 

 Do you have a favorite birding spot? 

SHARE them with HMBC members by submitting them to: 

HMBC Contact Information 

BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:  

E-mail: contact@hmbc.net 

HMBC website: http//hmbc.net 

Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:  

Denise Hackert-Stoner at DeniseHStoner@aol.com.  

Send all paper submissions to: 

 Denise Hackert-Stoner 

6 Knob Hill Road. 

Loudonville,  

NY  

12211 

 

 New printing of Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region is now available 

Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region, a new printing of HMBC’s classic book, is now available. A copy is 

$20 for HMBC members and $25 for non-members. An additional charge of $5 for postage and handling will be 

added to the price per book. Contact Gregg Recer   gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu or (518) 899-2678 if you are interested in 

purchasing a copy. Checks should be made out to Hudson Mohawk Bird Club and should be sent to: 

Gregg Recer 

23 Scotch Mist Way 

Malta, NY 12020 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS  

 

Saturday, March 26, VOSBURGH SWAMP WMA (Greene County; morning) (joint trip with Alan DeVoe Bird Club) 

Coordinator: Alan Mapes 518-817-1512 alan.mapes@gmail.com 

On this morning trip, we will hike to the marsh for waterfowl and migrant land birds. We will also check the Hudson River for 

waterfowl and Bald Eagles. 

Location:  Four Mile Point/Vosburgh Swamp, Coxsackie 

Meet at 8:00AM at the Four-mile Point Preserve parking lot on Four Mile Point Road. From Mansion Street in the village of 

Coxsackie, go south on State Route 385 (Washington Ave.), approximately 2.5 miles to a left turn onto Four Mile Point Road. 

Proceed to the bottom of the hill - the parking area is straight ahead where the road takes a 90 degree bend to the right. 

Sunday, April 3, 2022  

RESERVATION DEADLINE - Friday-Sunday, April 29-May 1, BRIGANTINE AND GREAT SWAMP NATIONAL WILDLIFE 

REFUGES (New Jersey, out of area trip; overnights) 

Contact gregg.recer@gmail.com by April 3rd for reservations and logistics details.  

Saturday, April 9, EARLY MIGRANTS AT FIVE RIVERS EEC (Albany County; morning) This trip is geared towards novice 

birders, but all are welcome. 

Location:  Five Rivers Environmental Education Center 

Coordinator: Scott Stoner 518-785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com 

Join us for a morning walk through the varied habitats of Five Rivers as we explore fields, ponds, woodlands, and marshes 

and look for permanent resident birds and early migrants. Be prepared for wet trails. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot at 

Five Rivers EEC in Delmar. 

Sunday, April 10, VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC PRESERVE (VFNHP) (Saratoga County; morning) 

Location:  Five Rivers Environmental Education Center 

Coordinators:  Five Rivers EEC 518-475-0291 (daytime) ~and~ John Kent 518-424-2234 jwkent@fastmail.fm 

Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, located on Game Farm Rd., in Delmar, NY, is a large area of fields and forest and 

is one of the premier birding locations in the Capital District. This year marks the 40th Annual New Year’s Day Bird Count at 

Five Rivers. The goal of the count is to identify all the bird species present on January 1st. This also marks the start of Five 

Rivers’ annual bird list. HMBC joins the event again this year and encourages members to participate. Groups will go out at 

9:00 a.m., but birders are welcome to come earlier to get a head start. Everyone will meet up at the Visitors Center for a 

compilation of species-observed at 11:00 a.m. 

Call ahead to Five Rivers in case of inclement weather. 

Meet at 8:45 a.m. at Five Rivers EEC in Delmar. 

 

 

mailto:alan.mapes@gmail.com
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 

 

Sunday, April 17, COLLINS LAKE (Schenectady County; morning) 

Location:  Collins Park, Scotia  

Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams twill0526@gmail.com 

In mid-April, Collins Lake should host several species of diving ducks, grebes, Common Loon, and wading birds like Great Blue 

Heron. It is also attractive to passing rarities and certain hard to find species. We will scan the lake from the boat launch area, 

then move to Quinlan Park on the east side of the lake for a different view, and bird the wooded areas along the lakeshore 

and Collins Creek for songbirds. 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the parking lot for Collins Park, entering from Schonowee Avenue in Scotia. 

Sunday, April 24, POWELL SANCTUARY (Columbia County; morning) (joint trip with Alan DeVoe Bird Club) 

Location:  Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, Old Chatham 

Coordinator: Kathy Schneider 518-248-8665 fallline@nycap.rr.com 

This 145-acre preserve has been owned and managed by the Alan Devoe Bird Club since 1959. It features a beaver pond with 

an observation blind, neighboring farm fields, and Dorson’s Rock, a sandstone ledge that offers good hawk watching and a 

panoramic view of the Hudson Valley. There are 3 miles of moderate, well-marked trails throughout the sanctuary, which is 

mostly woods. The club’s list for this site has more than 200 species, including 20 species of warblers. 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, 75 Hunt Club Road, Old Chatham. 

From the junction of County Route 13 and Albany Turnpike in the hamlet of Old Chatham, travel southwest on County Route 

13 for 0.9 miles to Pitt Hall Road on the left, where two signs mark the road to Powell House and the sanctuary. Follow Pitt 

Hall Road 0.25 miles, then bear left (east) onto Hunt Club Road and continue 0.25 miles to the main parking lot.  

Friday-Sunday, April 29-May 1, BRIGANTINE AND GREAT SWAMP NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES (New Jersey, out of area 

trip; overnights) 

Location:  New Jersey 

Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com 

Get a jump on spring migration by spending a weekend in New Jersey. We plan to cover two excellent NJ refuges—Great 

Swamp and Forsythe (Brigantine). Brigantine is one of the premier year-round birding sites in the northeast, and it should be 

a reliable spot for migrant waterfowl, shorebirds, terns, gulls, waders, rails, and land birds. Great Swamp is an extensive area 

of hardwood swamp and upland forest, and it should provide good opportunities for migrant warblers, vireos, and sparrows. 

Other possibilities include Barred Owl, American Woodcock, Wilson’s Snipe, Red-headed Woodpecker, and Orchard Oriole. 

Reservations by Sunday, April 3. There will be a limit of 8 participants (including the coordinators) for this trip. Contact the 

coordinators for reservations and logistics details. 

 

 

mailto:twill0526@gmail.com
mailto:fallline@nycap.rr.com
mailto:gregg.recer@gmail.com
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 

 

Sunday, May 1, HANNACROIX CREEK PRESERVE (Greene County; morning) 

Location:  New Baltimore 

Coordinator: Rich Guthrie 518-756-9094 richardpguthrie@gmail.com 

On this trip we’ll be looking for migrant warblers, vireos and of course, (New) Baltimore Orioles. The moderately easy trail 

goes around attractive nesting and migrant songbird habitats with a scenic creek and waterfall. Louisiana Waterthrush nest 

here regularly and migrant warblers are drawn to the varied habitats along the trailsides. Let's see if we can add some 

interesting species to the Breeding Bird Atlas and to the list of over 120 species recorded for this eBird Hotspot. We will start 

at the main entrance to the Preserve. If time permits, we will also explore the trail leading down to the Hudson River where 

Bald Eagles and migrant waterfowl are often seen. 

Meet at 8:00 AM at the main entrance, just off NYS Rt. 144, just south of the Albany/Greene County line (Coeymans/New 

Baltimore). 

Saturday, May 7, BIRDS & BREAKFAST AT FIVE RIVERS EEC (Albany County; morning) 

Location:  Five Rivers EEC Delmar, NY 

Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams twill0526@gmail.com 

Our annual celebration of spring migrants will be held at Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, located along Game 

Farm Rd. in Delmar. The center has an excellent trail system through a variety of habitats. You can expect to see and hear 

many resident and migrant species, including warblers, thrushes, vireos, and orioles, along with a few waterfowl and herons. 

A typical year results in about 70 species; a good year for migrants can top 80! 

An early group will meet in the parking lot at 6:00 a.m. Additional groups will leave at 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. You may join 

one of these groups or go out on your own as we try to find as many species as possible. We’ll rally at the new Visitors Center 

at 10:30 a.m. for coffee, bagels, fresh fruit and a list compilation. The breakfast is free, but donations are welcomed! 

Sunday, May 8, VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC PRESERVE (VFNHP) MIGRANTS (Saratoga County; morning)   

Location:  Vischer Ferry NHP, Clifton Park 

Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com 

This is one of the club’s most popular spring trips. We will explore this varied site for warblers and other songbirds as well as 

marsh species including herons and rails. 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the VFNHP main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:richardpguthrie@gmail.com
mailto:twill0526@gmail.com
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 

 

Sunday, May 15, BOZENKILL PRESERVE (Albany County; morning)  

Location:  Altamont 

Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams twill0526@gmail.com 

Bozenkill Preserve is a MHLC property that features out-and-back trails which run alongside the creek. Flowing from the 

Helderberg Escarpment, the Bozen Kill is little known beyond Altamont and the Hilltowns. The stream originates from 

wetlands in Schenectady County and Duane Lake near Delanson and flows through the largely inaccessible Bozen Kill ravine 

before passing Altamont, eventually entering the Watervliet Reservoir in Guilderland. The Bozen Kill ravine is largely 

unexplored by birders. Expect typical closed-canopy, woodland species, but there are open fields near the trailhead with 

edge habitat, and the creek should add some species as well. 

Due to limited parking this trip will be capped at twelve persons, please RSVP the coordinator in advance. 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the preserve parking lot on Westfall Rd. in Altamont. 

Saturday, May 21, CENTURY RUN (NYS Region 8; all day) 

Location:  Region-wide 

Compiler: Larry Alden 518-861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com 

This is the Club’s 77th consecutive Century Run, where teams of birders try to find as many species of birds as possible on 

count day within the eleven county NYS Region 8. Each group must stay together and jointly identify species reported. The 

Century Run is not so much a field trip, but a challenge where you or your group tries to identify as many birds as possible 

within a set 24-hour period. A good Century Run (so named for the goal of reaching a “century”, or at least 100 species) calls 

for proper planning to hit a wide variety of habitats at the best time. Some groups try to cover the whole HMBC area; others 

limit themselves to a smaller geographic area – a single county, town, etc. Also, there is nothing that says you can’t go out on 

your own and bird where you want and at your own pace to see what you can find. Groups informally compete for bragging 

rights, but the results do provide a good snapshot of what birds can be found in our area in a single day. 

Reports should be emailed to the compiler by May 28th in order to be counted and published in “Feathers”, the Club 

newsletter. Reports should include the following: species identified, hours afield, team members, and geographical areas 

(counties) covered. Also, please send an e-mail to the HMBirds group (groups.io/g/hmbirds/messages) with the total number 

of species observed, and highlights for your group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:twill0526@gmail.com
mailto:overlook@nycap.rr.com
https://groups.io/g/hmbirds/messages
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (continued) 

 

Sunday, May 22, SCHODACK ISLAND STATE PARK (Rensselaer County; morning) 

Location:  Schodack Island, Castleton 

Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd 518-596-5964 naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com 

Schodack Island State Park sits along the eastern shore of the Hudson River just south of Castleton-on-Hudson. 

Approximately seven miles of Hudson River and Schodack Creek shoreline bound the 1,052-acresite. A portion of the park 

shelters a Bird Conservation Area (BCA) that is home to Cerulean Warblers, and a Great Blue Heron rookery. Resident 

songbirds are plentiful. Previous Club trips have seen about 50 species, including a dozen or more warbler species. Keep your 

windows open as you drive along the park entrance, it is a very “birdy” stretch of road. Depending upon where the Cerulean 

Warblers are nesting, we will walk about 3-4 miles along level paths. 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Schodack Island State Park main parking lot at its south end. There is no admission fee before 8:00 

a.m. 

Saturday, May 28, FOX HILL RD. (Saratoga County; morning) 

Location:  Meet at Saratoga County Airport 

Coordinator: John Hershey 518-371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 

On this trip we will travel through the remote forested and wetland areas along Desolation Lake Rd. and Fox Hill Rd. in 

Saratoga County. We will bird from the roadside, and explore areas recently acquired by New York State for conservation and 

recreation. Higher elevation breeders will be the main target. As many as 15 or more breeding warbler species are possible 

including Nashville, Canada, and Mourning Warbler. Other breeding species that have been seen in the past include American 

Bittern, Northern Goshawk, Broad-winged Hawk, and Swainson’s Thrush. 

Because we will be birding from the road, it will be necessary to share vehicles and to limit the number of participants to 16. 

Waterproof footwear is recommended. Contact the coordinator for reservations, and other information. 

Meet at the Saratoga County Airport parking lot off Geyser Rd. at 7:30 a.m. 

Sunday, May 29  BEGINNING BIRDER WORKSHOP  

Location:  SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK AND BATTLEFIELD (Saratoga County; morning) 

Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 518-330-4552 (GR, c) gregg.recer@gmail.com 

Saratoga Battlefield is a great location to learn many of the common grassland and open-country breeding species of the 

region such as Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Savannah and Field Sparrows, American Kestrel, Eastern Towhee, and several 

wood-warbler species. We will cover some of the park trails on foot, as well as bird from the one-way tour road, and can 

expect to spend the entire morning. 

This trip will be geared toward novice birders, but all are welcome. 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot near the park’s visitor center off SR 32. 

 

mailto:naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com
mailto:hersheyj@nycap.rr.com
mailto:gregg.recer@gmail.com
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WRITERS PAGE 
 

 

 

 

Bird Brain  
By: Marilyn Hamecher 

January 14, 2022 
 

The Black Capped Chickadee is well known for their amazing cognitive skills. 
 They frequent the feeders, get their fill, grab a few seeds and head for the hills.  

 
They fly to a Pine tree, seek out a pine cone and cache their seeds to share with a mate. 

In the summer they forage for food but instead of eating it, they stash it for a later date. 

 

It is estimated that its cache has as many as 100,000 seeds, hoarded, ready to tap.  

It is remarkable they can remember where it is stashed, without even using a map.   

 

It appears that they use a complex system of memory, such as arrangements of trees. 

They also use landmarks for clues to find their way during their nourishment sprees. 

 

This astonishing little bird has more brain power than some of the folks that I know. 

The next time someone calls you a bird brain respond with; “Thank You, does it show?”  
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ON NATURE 
 

Love Them or Hate Them… by Denise Hackert-Stoner 

Winter, spring, summer, fall.  Running, digging, burying, chasing, climbing, their bushy gray tails flailing, squirrels are a 

constant.  A moving constant!  We have long since given up keeping them away from the feeders completely, although our 

baffles do a pretty good job most of the time.  There is always one large athletic squirrel that can make the leap from the roof 

to the closest feeder, and we just have to admire it.  We usually watch it scarf down some of the black oil sunflower seed 

before pounding on the window to chase it off.   
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ON NATURE (CONTINUED) 
 

We have given up ever growing flowers from bulbs, as they seem to be another favorite of these large-eyed, bushy-tailed 

rodents.  We have lost one finch-type feeder and have had to rescue a hummingbird feeder from these little vandals.  So why 

do we so enjoy our squirrels?   

 

I know we are not alone.  Come on, admit it.  You like them too, a little bit, right?  They are interesting to watch, smart and 

persistent, endlessly energetic, and cute.  Yes, cute.  Just look at this face! 
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ON NATURE (CONTINUED) 
 

Earlier in the winter, we noticed a lot of chasing going on.  One squirrel chasing another, around the feeder poles, back to the 

brush pile, up the maple tree.  As it turns out, these two may have been engaged in a squirrel courtship exercise.  Mating 

takes place in December and May, with young born in early spring (as early as February) and mid-summer.  We enjoy 

watching them fill their mouths with large bunches of leaves and run up the maple near our house to fill an old woodpecker 

hole with the leaves, creating a nice den in which to nurse their young.  Squirrels often use these tree cavities for their winter 

dens, and more often use the large, leafy nests (called dreys) that we see so often, in the summer. 

 

They will even prepare several dens, moving their babies from one den to another to evade predators.  I like to think of them, 

all snug and warm in their leafy den as the cold winter wind blows.   
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ON NATURE (CONTINUED) 
 

Because gray squirrels do not hibernate, they need a ready food supply to get through the winter months.  Thus the constant 

burying activity we witness every fall, when it seems that as many sunflower seeds that go into the squirrels also go into the 

ground!  Squirrels bury their winter food only about ¼ of an inch beneath the surface.   

They have an excellent olfactory sense and can even smell their buried food if it lies under a foot of snow.  When we see 

squirrels tunneling into the snow they are probably trying to get closer to the scent of their food.  They usually retrieve about 

85% of their cache every 

winter.  Their lives 

depend on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gray squirrels are here to stay.  Like the birds we feed, they call home what we call home.  We are co-inhabitants at this 

particular address.  You might say we are in a reciprocal relationship with them.  We provide food (sometimes unwillingly or 

unwittingly) and shelter.  They return the favor by providing hours of  entertainment, and by planting a few sunflower (and 

pumpkin!) seeds along the way.    

 

Resource:  https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/easterngraysquirrel.aspx 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/easterngraysquirrel.aspx


14 

 

Upcoming HMBC Programs 
 
Date: February 7, 2022 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
Location:  Zoom (Watch for email with link) 
Presenter:  Nathan Pieplow 
Topic:  The Language of Birds 
 
All around us, the birds are constantly telling us who they are and what they are doing. In this talk for any audience, Nathan 
Pieplow unlocks the secrets of their language. You’ll listen in on the pillow talk of a pair of Red-winged Blackbirds, and learn 
the secret signals that Cliff Swallows use when they have found food. You’ll learn how one bird sound can have many 
meanings, and how one meaning can have many sounds—and how, sometimes, the meaning isn’t in the sounds at all. This 
talk from the author of the Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds is an accessible, entertaining introduction to a fascinating 
topic. 
Nathan Pieplow is the author of the Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds, published in two volumes, Eastern (2017) and 
Western (2019). An avid bird sound recordist and videographer, he is the author of the bird sound blog Earbirding.com, a 
board member of the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies, an author of the Colorado Birding Trail, and former editor of the 
journal Colorado Birds. He teaches writing and rhetoric at the University of Colorado in Boulder. 
 
 
Date:  March 7, 2022 6:30-8:00 PM 
Location:  Zoom (Watch for email with link) 
Presenter:  Clinton Dexter-Nienhaus 
Topic:  An Introduction to the Sax-Zim Bog 
 
The Sax-Zim Bog is a well known bird watching area located in northern Minnesota. This vast area, over 147,000 acres, is 
perhaps best known for winter bird watching opportunities, especially for those folks interested in braving 
subzero temperatures for owls, finches, and other boreal forest specialists. However, this is a location that has year-round 
biodiversity across an incredibly diverse landscape! This talk will serve as a good introduction to the Sax-Zim Bog, will 
consider the Friends of Sax-Zim Bog organization, and discover some of the birds and other critters that call this place home 
through the coldest winter weather and warmest summer sun.  
 
Speaker information: Clinton Dexter-Nienhaus is the Head Naturalist for the Friends of Sax-Zim Bog, a position that he has 
held for 6 years. He is an Environmental Educator, with a Master's Degree in Environmental Education from the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth and a Bachelor's degree in Environmental Biology from St. Mary's University in Winona, Minnesota. As 
Head Naturalist for the Friends of Sax-Zim Bog, Clinton's roles vary including teaching and scheduling education field trips in 
the Sax-Zim Bog, teaching Minnesota Master Naturalist courses, serving as a bird guide, coordinating a number of Citizen 
Science endeavors in the Sax-Zim Bog, and documenting and identifying all species found in the Sax-Zim Bog. His interests in 
the natural world include fish, dragonflies and damselflies, birds, reptiles and amphibians, moths and butterflies, lichens, 
prairie and boreal forest plant communities and ecology, beetles, and recently ants and grasshoppers. 
 

 Pine Grosbeak, Sparky Stensaas 
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Upcoming HMBC Programs (continued) 

 
Date:  Early April, 2022 Date TBA 
Location:  TBA 
Presenter:  Yun Wang, International award-winning photographer and expedition guide 
Topic:  The Penguin Story – With Antarctica Photo Show 
 
Yun Wang is an acclaimed international award-winning photographer and explorer based in Toronto, Canada. Born and 
raised in Beijing, China, Yun immigrated to Canada in 2003 and began seriously photographing nature in 2014. Soon after, 
she actively competed in many international photography competitions, winning numerous awards including multiple Gold 
medals, two consecutive "Distinguished Canadian Photographer”“ awards, two “Wildlife Photographer of the Year" awards, 
“Nature Photographer of The Year Award,” and “The World Class Photographer Award,” and “ FIAP Best Author Award” of 
the 125th Toronto International Salon of Photography. 
 
She started professional explorer training program for “Quark Expedition ” in 2017, and became a member of Quark 
Expedition Team as a Photography Guide for Antarctic and Arctic expedition tours. 
 
Her program focuses on penguins and Antarctica, and will cover penguin species and habitats, the evolution of penguins, 
their breeding cycle, and opportunities for what humans can do for these species. 
 
Come and learn about penguins through the eye and lens of this award-winning photographer and penguin tour guide! 
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Schenectady County CBC Report, Larry Alden 

 
Schenectady Christmas Bird Count – December 18, 2021 

Thirty participants in 10 field parties, and one feeder watcher, took part in the 93rd running of the Schenectady Christmas 
Bird Count on Saturday, December 18.  The Schenectady CBC has been held continuously each year since 1929.  

Weather in the count circle was messy on count day, with sleet and rain starting in late morning.  Temperatures ranged from 
a pre-dawn high of 37°F to an afternoon low of 30°F.  Flowing water and still water were completely open.  There was no 
snow on the ground within the count circle.  The Albany Airport recorded an average wind speed of 4.6 mph from the north, 
with a maximum gust of 12 mph.  Field parties covered the 15-mile diameter count circle between the hours of 5:30 a.m. and 
4:25 p.m. 

The temperatures in the week leading up to count day were above average.  Throughout the week, daytime temperatures 
were in the mid-40s and around freezing at night.  An exception was Thursday, when we had a record-breaking temperature 
for the date of 61°F.  Rivers and streams were flowing at normal levels. 

Field parties located 61 species.  This is one species over the average of the previous 10 years of 60.0 species.  The count 
maximum is 70 species from the count held in December 2007.  An additional two species were reported from within the 
count circle but by birders who were not taking part in the count.  By convention, these species are reported to Audubon as 
“count week” species.  Normally a count week species is one that was found in the count circle in the three days on each side 
of count day but not on count day, but since the observers were not keeping track of their birding effort (hours and miles), 
this is the compromise. 

No new species were found this year, so the count composite total still stands at 143 species, with three additional species 
found only during count week. 

The following ten species were notable due to them having been found on 20 or fewer counts:  Gadwall (8th occurrence), 
Common Goldeneye (19th), Hooded Merganser (16th), Double-crested Cormorant (6th), Black Vulture (8th), Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker (17th), Hermit Thrush (16th), Gray Catbird (18th), White-crowned Sparrow (count week bird – found on only 7 prior 
counts), and Yellow-rumped Warbler (also count week bird – found on only 3 counts).  As I mention every year, some of 
these species (for example, Black Vulture and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker) have become more common in the last few decades 
but haven’t reached the 20-occurrence threshold.  I was surprised to see that Yellow-rumped Warbler has been encountered 
so few times over the 93 years this count has been held.  Looking over this year’s list, I would attribute many of these 
sightings to the warm, iceless winter we had leading up to the count. 

For comparative purposes, the following seven species have been found on 40 or more counts, but were not found on this 
one:  Ring-necked Pheasant (found on 47 of 93 counts), Ruffed Grouse (71 counts), Northern Harrier (57), Rough-legged 
Hawk (51), Northern Shrike (42), Horned Lark (42), and Purple Finch (52).  Some species that usually make this group were 
found this year.  Others were far more common (e.g., grouse and pheasant) in the early years of the count, when conditions 
in the count circle were more rural.  And Northern Harrier and Purple Finch were two species that just weren’t around to be 
found this year. 

There were record high (or tied) counts for the following six species: Rock Pigeon (new record 1701, old record 1610), 
Double-crested Cormorant (3, 1), Black Vulture (95, 91), Cooper’s Hawk (12, 11), Winter Wren (tied record of 6), and Cedar 
Waxwing (560, 397).  The Cedar Waxwing record came about almost exclusively from huge flocks found in the Village of 
Altamont, where they were feasting on crabapples.  The flocks were found by two field parties, but they were found about a 
mile apart at the same time of day.  Personally speaking, I think we undercounted these birds!  It was a remarkable 
assemblage. 

Waterfowl variety and numbers were good due to ample open water.  The usual three common gull species were recorded, 
making up for last year when no gulls were recorded on count day. 

Raptor diversity was on the low side, with no Northern Harrier (found in 21 of the last 25 years) or Rough-legged Hawk.  Only 
one Sharp-shinned Hawk was observed.  The average number of sharpies over the previous 25 years of counts is 3.4, so we 
continue the decline in this species on this CBC. However, 14 Bald Eagles, accounting for likely double- or triple-counting due 
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Schenectady County CBC Report, Larry Alden (continued) 

 

 to their movement along the Mohawk River, were just two below the record high of 16 from three years ago. The only falcon 
this year was a single American Kestrel. 

Quiet conditions in the pre-dawn hours turned up a few owls, and it seems that some were also located during daylight 
hours, too, but there was only one Great Horned Owl. 

Mild pre-count weather allowed several half-hardy species to linger until count day, with appearances by Winter Wren, 
Hermit Thrush, Gray Catbird, and the count week Yellow-rumped Warbler and White-crowned Sparrow. 

So-called “winter finches” (crossbills, siskins, redpolls, grosbeaks, and Purple Finch) were only represented by a handful of 
Red-breasted Nuthatches, the only non-finch included in the bunch.  Sparrow diversity was only marginally higher than 
normal, and it seemed that Song Sparrows were less common than usual. 

I might have expected more of them with the mild weather, but blackbirds were represented by scattered Red-winged 
Blackbirds in four sectors and two Brown-headed Cowbirds in one sector. 

The total of 11,313 individuals was slightly higher than the 20-year average of 10,994, and this was the first year in the last 
seven where the total was above 10,000 individuals. 

The table accompanying this article shows each field party’s sightings and effort.  The last column shows how many times a 
species has been found on the last 25 counts, which can highlight the relative rarity of a particular species. 

With increasing Covid infections locally due to the delta and omicron variants, this count wasn’t quite back to normal, but it 
was far better than last year with the relative protection afforded by the vaccines which have been available throughout the 
past year. 

I want to thank the birders who have taken part in this count for many years, sometimes covering the same territories for 
decades. I would like to single out Bob Yunick, for whom this was his 68th year of covering the Niskayuna sector, dating back 
to his first year in 1950.  Remarkable! 

 

Larry Alden – Compiler 
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Schenectady County CBC Report, Larry Alden (continued) 

 
  A B C D1 D2 E F G H I/J Total Last 25 

Canada Goose  84 154 366 48   268 365 165 28 1478 25 

Wood Duck    2        2 13 

Gadwall  4         4 7 

Mallard  2 30 83 5  42 240 28 11 41 482 25 

American Black Duck   12     9    21 25 

Common Goldeneye  1          1 11 

Hooded Merganser  1 2         3 13 

Common Merganser  18 7 6    60 12 25 8 136 25 

Wild Turkey  1   26  14     41 23 

Rock Pigeon 23  355 248  118  78 75 804 1701 25 

Mourning Dove  4 10 2 140 28 34 51 25 48 31 373 25 

Ring-billed Gull  21 8 12     49 60 35 185 24 

Herring Gull  16  7     1   24 24 

Great Black-backed Gull  1          1 21 

Double-crested Cormorant 3 2         3 4 

Great Blue Heron  3 2       10  15 24 

Black Vulture     95 85      95 8 

Sharp-shinned Hawk    1        1 25 

Cooper's Hawk  5   3  1 1  1 1 12 25 

Bald Eagle 5 3  4   3  3 2 14 19 

Red-tailed Hawk  4 3 8 16 1 5 8 2 3 3 53 25 

Eastern Screech-Owl  2 1  2      1 6 23 

Great Horned Owl     1       1 23 

Belted Kingfisher  2        2  4 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  7 8 1 17 3 3 7 1 13 3 63 25 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker    2 1      3 13 

Downy Woodpecker  8 13 3 11 2 8 11 7 5 10 78 25 

Hairy Woodpecker  3 1  7 2 7 5  1 5 31 25 

Northern Flicker   2 1 1   2  3  9 25 

Pileated Woodpecker  1 1  2  1     5 25 

American Kestrel         1   1 19 

Blue Jay  21 16 6 48 4 28 55 6 16 5 205 25 

American Crow  23 14 212 45 1 17 33 128 8 48 529 25 

Fish Crow  2  2     1  1 6 16 

Common Raven 1         2 3 23 

Black-capped Chickadee  24 15 11 60 4 31 32 5 11 33 226 25 

Tufted Titmouse  23 9 6 34 3 11 19 15 7 13 140 25 

Red-breasted Nuthatch     2  5     7 25 

White-breasted Nuthatch  19 11 4 12 4 12 8 5 6 7 88 25 

Brown Creeper       2 3 2  2 9 22 

Winter Wren  2    1 1   2 6 19 

Carolina Wren 1 2  3 1 1 1  4 4 17 24 

Golden-crowned Kinglet   1     3    4 21 

Eastern Bluebird  4  4 15 3 3 12 1 5  47 25 

Hermit Thrush   1        1 7 

American Robin   39 38 38 1 7 66 4 3 21 217 25 

Gray Catbird 1          1 7 

Northern Mockingbird  3  1 3  3 2   1 13 25 

European Starling  72 1 1121 595  49 645 498  55 3036 25 

Cedar Waxwing     300  2 258    560 19 

House Sparrow  7 25 30 21 2 13 70 13 35 94 310 25 

House Finch  2 7 1 32 10 2 9 6 13 7 89 25 

American Goldfinch  15 15 22 21 2 3 41 2 7 18 146 25 

American Tree Sparrow  1 6 4 7  12 39   4 73 25 

Song Sparrow   2 1   3  3 2 6 17 25 
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  A B C D1 D2 E F G H I/J Total Last 25 

White-throated Sparrow 15 30 1 19 3  47 24 10 6 155 25 

White-crowned Sparrow      CW     0 3 

Dark-eyed Junco  15 26 71 50 5 28 59 11 33 88 386 25 

Red-winged Blackbird  5  2 1   2    10 21 

Brown-headed Cowbird        2    2 15 

Yellow-rumped Warbler      CW     0 0 

Northern Cardinal  22 27 3 27 5 15 28 16 18 1 162 25 

Total Birds 491 511 2388 1961 170 481 2102 1309 603 1390 11313  

Total Species 42 36 33 37 21 31 36 28 30 34 61  

Count Week Species 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2  

  A B C D1 D2 E F G H I/J Total  

 

CW - Denotes species found in the count circle during the count week (3 days on each side of count day) but not on count day.  

Some species totals have been adjusted for double-counting between several field parties. 

 

Last 25 - Number of occurrences on the last 25 counts. 

 

Group A: Bob Yunick, Ted Hicks, Laurie Freeman.  6:55 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. (6.75 hours, 4.0 miles on foot; 1.25 hours, 30.0 miles by 

car.  Also 0.25 hours, 1.0 mile owling.) 

 

Group B: Eric Molho, John Hershey, Pat Dollard. 6:20 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  (5.0 hours, 2.0 miles on foot; 2.0 hours, 10.5 miles by car.  

Also 0.5 hours, 0.25 miles owling.) 

 

Group C: Gregg Recer, Cathy Graichen, Scott Stoner, Denise Hackert-Stoner. 6:55 a.m. – 4:25 p.m., less 0.5 hours not birding. 

(3.75 hours, 6.75 miles on foot; 5.25 hours, 74.2 miles by car.) 

 

Group D1: Larry Alden, Cindy and Chris Edwardson. 5:30 a.m. – 4:20 p.m. (3.5 hours, 3.6 miles on foot; 5.75 hours, 61.8 miles by 

car.  Also 1.5 hours, 12.7 miles owling.) 

 

Group D2: Paul Novak.  9:20 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. – 3:40 p.m. (1.0 hour, 1.9 miles on foot. Also 3.5 hours feeder watch.) 

 

Group E:  Naomi Lloyd, Tom Williams, Colleen Williams, Tristan Lowery. 7:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., less 0.25 hours not birding. (2.0 

hours, 2.0 miles on foot; 5.0 hours, 56.4 miles by car.) 

 

Group F: George Steele, Jeanette Roundy, Elise Harrison-Smith. 6:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (1.0 hour, 1.0 mile on foot; 7.5 hours, 30 

miles by car.  Also 1.0 hour, 4.0 miles owling.) 

 

Group G: Neal Reilly, Bill Lee, James Taft, Janet Betlejeski. 7:45 a.m. – 2:45 p.m., less 0.5 hours not birding. (3.25 hours, 3.2 

miles on foot; 3.25 hours, 59.6 miles by car.) 

 

Group H: Kurt Weiskotten. Kelsey Schumacher, Erin Losito. 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. (3.5 hours, 3.0 miles on foot; 2.5 hours, 17.0 

miles by car.) 

 

Group I/J: Jackson Mesick, Richard White. 6:45 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (5.0 hours, 9.5 miles on foot; 3.75 hours, 49.9 miles by car. Also 

0.5 hours, 2.5 miles owling.) 

 

Notes: Hours and times rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 

 

4-Blue  

7- 

10- 
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Southern Rensselaer County CBC 2021, Naomi Lloyd  

  

Southern Rensselaer County CBC, December 26, 2021 

The 54th annual Southern Rensselaer CBC took place on a relatively pleasant day with temps at and above freezing, with no 

precipitation. The lingering mild weather ensured that most water was open, causing waterfowl to spread out. Lack of snow 

meant birds were not driven to road edges. 

 

22 participants in seven field parties, plus one feeder watcher, spent the day day logging 66 species and 16,302 individual 

birds. That's well above our 10-year average of 57 species and is the second-highest count on record. We had no owling 

hours this time, but one observer had Great-horned Owls calling in their yard after dark. 

 

As expected our highest individual numbers were of American Crow and European Starling. We had none of our winter 

passerines (Snow Bunting, Horned Lark, Pine Siskin etc) while Sparrow numbers in general were low except for Dark-eyed 

Juncos, with Swamp Sparrow seen in one sector. Black Vultures continue their strong winter roost move into the area, while 

a few Turkey Vultures lingered as well. 

 

Raptors gave a strong showing with Cooper's Hawk outnumbering Sharpies again. All three Falcons were seen. Most notable 

sighting was a probable Broad-winged Hawk headed south in a hurry! 

 

Saddest miss was a Cape May Warbler that frequented a feeder in Poestenkill for several weeks, last seen before count week 

and not since. Other occasional wintering birds we missed were Gray Catbird and Rusty Blackbird. 

 

Thank you to all participants! The 2022 SoRensCo count will be held on Saturday December 24, and with luck we'll be able to 

meet for our annual compilation dinner. 

 

 

Naomi Lloyd 

Southern Rensselaer CBC compiler 
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Southern Rensselaer County CBC 2021, Naomi Lloyd (continued) 

SPECIES SECTOR A SECTOR B SECTOR C SECTOR E SECTOR G SECTOR H SECTOR J

 TOTAL OR CW 

Canada Goose 662 219 99 26 14 373 53 1446 

Mute Swan     1   1 

American Black Duck  1   1  8 10 

Gadwall    3    3 

Mallard 79 90 22 25 9 1 3 229 

Ring-necked Duck  5   1   6 

Greater Scaup  1      1 

Common Goldeneye  1 13  1   15 

Hooded Merganser  1 33 12 7   53 

Common Merganser 5 94 35  6 2  142 

Ruddy Duck   12     12 

Wild Turkey 7    90   97 

Bald Eagle 3 4  2 5 2  16 

Northern Harrier      3  3 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1  1     2 

Cooper's Hawk 1  1  1 1 1 5 

Broad-winged Hawk       1 1 

Red-tailed Hawk 10 18 14 1 8 13 13 77 

Ring-billed Gull 261 80 7   133  481 

Herring Gull 8 2   1 3  11 

Great Black-backed Gull 1 2    1  4 
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Southern Rensselaer County CBC 2021, Naomi Lloyd (continued) 

SPECIES SECTOR A SECTOR B SECTOR C SECTOR E SECTOR G SECTOR H SECTOR J

 TOTAL OR CW 

Great Blue Heron     1   1 

Black Vulture 3 38      41 

Turkey Vulture  2      2 

Rock Pigeon 168 58 28   50 59 363 

Mourning Dove 4 30 49 6 3 10 65 167 

Eastern Screech-Owl 1       1 

Great Horned Owl  2      2 

Belted Kingfisher 2    2   4 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 14 8 9 5 14 2 2 54 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1       1 

Downy Woodpecker 15 13 17 3 5 4 6 63 

Hairy Woodpecker 2 6 3 2 6  2 21 

Northern Flicker   4  2   6 

Pileated Woodpecker 1  1 1 3  1 7 

American Kestrel  1     1 2 

Merlin 1 1      2 

Peregrine Falcon 2     1  2 

Blue Jay 18 40 52 19 27 10 17 183 

American Crow 3375 463 226 57 38 140 42 4341 

Fish Crow 51 6    2  59 
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Southern Rensselaer County CBC 2021, Naomi Lloyd (continued) 

SPECIES SECTOR A SECTOR B SECTOR C SECTOR E SECTOR G SECTOR H SECTOR J

 TOTAL OR CW 

Common Raven 1 2 4 3 9 1 1 21 

Black-capped Chickadee 53 55 115 27 120 4 21 395 

Tufted Titmouse 18 22 32 16 60 7 11 166 

Golden-crowned KInglet   1  2   1 

Red-breasted Nuthatch   1     1 

White-breasted Nuthatch 20 13 22 12 13  6 86 

Brown Creeper  1 1     2 

Winter Wren  1 1     2 

Carolina Wren 21 8 3 1 5  2 40 

Eastern Bluebird 2 23 18 8 20 5 12 88 

Hermit Thrush 1 1      2 

American Robin 180 20 38  39 1 10 288 

House Sparrow 89 100 55 27 80 186 41 578 

Northern Mockingbird 5 3 3    2 13 

European Starling 3726 825 86 82 44 730 219 5712 

Cedar Waxwing  3 141 1 116  8 269 

American Tree Sparrow 3 4 3 2   4 16 

Song Sparrow 7 6    2  15 

Swamp Sparrow   1     1 

White-throated Sparrow 25 10 3  7  4 49 

Dark-eyed Junco 46 32 43 10 87 10 39 267 

Northern Cardinal 28 32 19 6 15 2 11 113 
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Southern Rensselaer County CBC 2021, Naomi Lloyd (continued) 

SPECIES SECTOR A SECTOR B SECTOR C SECTOR E SECTOR G SECTOR H SECTOR J

 TOTAL OR CW 

Red-winged Blackbird     3   3 

House Finch 10 38 18 3 17  14 100 

Purple Finch  2      2 

American Goldfinch 21 27 25 5 44 8 5 135     

   

Total species: 66 44 47 41 27 40 29 33  

 Total individuals: 16,302         

         

A: Tristan Lowery, John Kent, Frank Mitchell         

B: Naomi Lloyd, Jeanette Roundy, Neal Reilly         

C: George Steele, Cindy Edwardson, Chris Edwardson         

E: Steve Mesick, Peter Siciliano, Abram Davalos-Zapata         

G: Jackson Mesick, Eve Waterman, Kevin McGrath         

H: Bill Lee, Jamie Taft, Kate Storms, Carol Blackwell         

J: Deb Shaw, Nancy Kern, Bill Ritz         

Feederwatch in B: Candace Eustace         
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Troy CBC 2021, Larry Alden 
Troy Christmas Bird Count – January 02, 2022 

Twenty-one participants eight field parties took part in the 73rd Troy CBC on Sunday, January 2, 2022.  This club-sponsored 
CBC has been held every year since 12/31/1949, and my statistics are based on the counts from then onward.  Nearly every 
count has been held a few days on either side of New Year’s Day, so I refer to past counts with a two-year name (e.g., this 
year’s is 2021-22). 

The weather on count day was cloudy with light rain in the morning and a few flurries in the afternoon.  Temperatures 
started at a morning high of 37°F and steadily dropped to a low of 28°F at the end of the day.  There was a light wind from 0-
10 mph from the northwest.  Conditions were good for owling in the pre-dawn hours. There was no snow cover, and rivers 
and streams were flowing at a normal rate.  Lakes, rivers, and ponds were completely ice-free.  Field parties covered the 15-
mile diameter count circle between the hours of 5:27 a.m. and 5:03 p.m. 

The winter season up to count day was fairly mild, and the weather in the week preceding the count continued that trend.  
Daytime temperatures were in the 30’s and 40’s with nighttime temperatures ranging from just below freezing to the 40’s.  
There were no significant rain or snow events in the week prior to count day. 

Field parties located a total of 65 species on count day, only slightly below the average of the previous ten years of 66.3 
species.  There were no “count week” species (species found in the count circle during the three days on each side of count 
day but not on count day). The most species found in the history of this count was 74, on the 2005-06 count. 

We had a new high count for two species this year:  Gadwall (new high 13, old high 6) and Tufted Titmouse (167, 156). 

There were five species found that have been seen on 20 or fewer counts:  Wood Duck (10th occurrence of 73 counts), 
Gadwall (15th), Lesser Black-backed Gull (16th), Common Loon (11th), and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (18th). 

Another metric which can highlight a more unusual find is to look at species that have been found on five or fewer of the past 
25 counts.  In addition to the Gadwalls (5 counts) and Common Loons (5), this criterion highlights Northern Shrike, which has 
been found on only three of the past 25 counts, and was last found over 20 years ago in the 2000-01 count.  Shrikes are one 
of those species that were more common in years past (this was the 22nd count where they have been reported).  This might 
be a reflection of a decreased population or warmer winters. 

For perspective, the following species have been found on 40 or more counts, but were not found on this one:  Ruffed 
Grouse (54 of the previous 73 counts), Sharp-shinned Hawk (44), Rough-legged Hawk (50), Horned Lark (53).  Looking at 
species which have been found on 15 or more of the last 25 counts, but not this one, we find Iceland Gull (19 of 25) in 
addition to Sharp-shinned Hawk (23 of 25) and Horned Lark (17 of 25).  Of these, missing sharpies was the most surprising. 

Waterfowl diversity was good, probably due to the mild weather and open water.  Open water to the north kept Snow Geese 
numbers down, with only three found, but Canada Geese were abundant.  Wood Duck, Gadwall, and Ring-necked Duck were 
species we don’t always find.  Surprisingly, with all the open water, the only unusual species at the Tomhannock Reservoir 
was Common Loon. 

Other than a Lesser Black-backed Gull, there were no unusual gulls.  Gull numbers were higher than last year, but the trend is 
toward lower numbers, probably due to better garbage management practices at the Colonie Landfill. 

Raptor numbers were about average, but as noted before, Sharp-shinned Hawk was a big miss.  The last time we missed this 
species was 2000-01. 

The six common woodpeckers were reported.  With the mild weather, I might have expected Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers to 
have been better reported, but eight were found in two sectors.  All three local falcons were found. 

American Crow numbers were up from last year, but with the Troy area roost within the count circle, I think this might just be 
the case of being in the right place at the right time to count them.  For my sector (between the Hudson and the 
Tomhannock), we did not see crows flying back toward the roost in the afternoon as we usually do.  I don’t really have an 
explanation for this except that they must have taken a different route than usual or they were at different foraging areas.  
To get an accurate idea of the wintering crow population, we’d need to have a person dedicated to counting just the crows 
streaming out of the roost in the morning. 
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Troy CBC 2021 (continued) 
 

Last year was an irruption year, so we didn’t expect any winter finches this time around, and that was borne out.  The only 
irruptive species found was a single Red-breasted Nuthatch. Only one flock of Snow Buntings was found.  Other than a single 
Swamp Sparrow, no unusual sparrows were found. 

Blackbirds were unimpressive, with four Brown-headed Cowbirds in a single territory and two groups of ten Red-winged 
Blackbirds in two other territories. 

The table accompanying this article shows each field party’s sightings and effort.  The last column shows how many times a 
species has been found on the last 25 counts.  This can highlight the relative rarity of a particular species. 

The cumulative total of species for the count stands at 144 species, and there are four additional species that have been only 
seen on count week.  

I had hoped this would be a more normal count this year, but cases of Covid were starting to spike and we had to make some 
last-minute changes.  Thanks again to all the adaptable participants.   

Larry Alden - Compiler 
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Troy CBC 2021 (continued) 
 A B C D E1 E2 F G Total 25 Years 

Snow Goose     3     3 22 

Canada Goose  630 353 590 561 892 614 35 220 3895 25 

Wood Duck        1  1 8 

Gadwall  2   11    13 5 

Mallard  126 51 1 23 19 54 47 70 391 25 

American Black Duck   5  12  2 2 48 69 25 

Ring-necked Duck    1   2  3 18 

Common Goldeneye  18 10 24 91 16 13 73 1 246 25 

Hooded Merganser  16 1 13 3 1 1 3  38 25 

Common Merganser  210 21 21 21 24 14 21 66 398 25 

Wild Turkey  2 7 9  17 13  75 123 23 

Rock Pigeon 67 66 182 235 88 47 220 13 918 25 

Mourning Dove  10 35 14 12 11 8 31 26 147 25 

Ring-billed Gull  5 112 110 160 69 14 341 73 884 25 

Herring Gull   3 1 46 26 26 4 38 144 25 

Lesser Black-backed Gull      1   1 9 

Great Black-backed Gull   1 1 32  24  26 84 25 

Common Loon 2        2 5 

Great Blue Heron  2  1  1   2 6 18 

Northern Harrier   3   1   1 5 16 

Cooper's Hawk    1 1 1  1  4 25 

Bald Eagle 7 3 6 6 6 2 4 1 27 25 

Red-tailed Hawk  5 12 13 6 10 2 13 5 66 25 

Eastern Screech-Owl     1    3 4 24 

Great Horned Owl    2  1   2 5 25 

Belted Kingfisher  2  1  3   3 9 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  7 14 7 5 5 1 7 4 50 25 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  5 3      8 16 

Downy Woodpecker  17 20 11 9 14 4 8 9 92 25 

Hairy Woodpecker  9 3 3  3  2 9 29 25 

Northern Flicker  1 3 3  4 2 1  14 25 

Pileated Woodpecker  1 2 1 1 1   2 8 25 

American Kestrel    2     1 3 15 

Merlin    1     1 19 

Peregrine Falcon   1   2 1 1  5 18 

Northern Shrike  1       1 3 

Blue Jay  23 17 38 23 17 21 16 14 169 25 

American Crow  960 4178 60 5117 243 350 1438 87 12433 25 

Fish Crow   8  36   32 4 80 22 

Common Raven     1   2 3 21 

Black-capped Chickadee  28 138 44 9 29 20 28 86 382 25 

Tufted Titmouse  27 51 16 8 7 2 19 37 167 25 

Red-breasted Nuthatch   1       1 20 

White-breasted Nuthatch  16 19 11 3 22  12 9 92 25 

Brown Creeper  2       2 4 25 

Winter Wren     1   2 3 11 

Carolina Wren 2 5 5 1 2  2 5 22 23 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet  2       3 5 16 

Eastern Bluebird  11 26 1 8 20 1 5 22 94 25 

American Robin  20 49 1 6 35 1 13 119 244 25 

Northern Mockingbird  3 10 2  2 1  1 19 25 

European Starling  439 390 170 330 78 64 467 386 2324 25 

Cedar Waxwing   76   6   3 85 23 

House Sparrow  48 68 31 52 22 8 70 19 318 25 

House Finch  18 36 5 1 16  6 27 109 25 

American Goldfinch  11 28 64  11  7 16 137 25 

Snow Bunting   35       35 12 

American Tree Sparrow  4 1 6   2 1 37 51 25 

Song Sparrow  2 7 4 2  3 1 1 20 25 

Swamp Sparrow    1     1 10 

White-throated Sparrow 6 9 17 1 21 15 4 33 106 25 

Dark-eyed Junco  22 70 24 21 11 27 68 78 321 25 

Red-winged Blackbird      10   10 20 14 

Brown-headed Cowbird  4        4 23 

Northern Cardinal  13 26 19 6 11 5 4 28 112 25 

Total Birds 2798 5982 1538 6855 1791 1363 3010 1729 25058  

Total Species 40 46 42 38 44 33 38 48 65  

Count Week Species 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

 A B C D E1 E2 F G Total 25 Years 

 

Bald Eagle totals do not match the total reported by each individual party.  Numbers were adjusted to account for birds which 

were likely seen by two or more parties. 

 

Group A: Jeremy Kirchman, Emmett Kirchman, Matt Schlesinger, Flora Schlesinger.  7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (1.5 hours, 1.0 

mile on foot; 5.5 hours, 41 miles by car.) 

 

Group B: Larry Alden, Steve Chorvas, Jackie Bogardus.  5:27 a.m. – 5:03 p.m. (3.0 hours, 1.8 miles on foot; 6.5 hours, 60.0 

miles by car. Also 2.0 hours, 14.3 miles owling.) 

 

Group C: Tristan Lowery, Mark and Sandra Lowery. 6:39 a.m. – 3:27 p.m. (2.25 hours, 1.6 miles on foot; 6.0 hours, 43.3 

miles by car. Also 0.25 hours, 1.25 miles owling.) 

 

Group D:  Alan Mapes. 6:30 a.m. – 7:00 a.m. and 7:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., less 0.25 hours not birding. (6.5 hours, 5.4 miles on 

foot; 2.5 hours, 38.5 miles by car. Also 0.5 hours, 0.5 miles owling.) 

 

Group E1: Steve Mesick, Peter Siciliano, Christina McLaughlin. 6:36 a.m. – 7:07 a.m. and 7:20 a.m. - 4:23 p.m., less 1.5 

hours not birding (3.25 hours, 4.6 miles on foot; 4.25 hours, 30.4 miles by car. Also 0.5 hours, 2.9 miles owling.) 

 

Group E2: Bill Lee, Jamie Taft. 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (1.0 hour, 1.5 miles on foot; 6.0 hours, 54.5 miles by car. 

 

Group F: Kathryn Schneider, Naomi Lloyd, Marian Sole. 7:00 a.m. – 2:50 p.m., less 0.3 hours not birding. (1.5 hours, 1.0 mile 

on foot; 6.0 hours, 56.0 miles by car.) 

 

Group G: Richard White, Jackson Mesick. 6:14 a.m. – 4:42 p.m. less 0.25 hours not birding. (4.25 hours, 6.5 miles on foot, 

5.0 hours, 71.5 miles by car.  Also 1.0 hour, 1.1 miles owling.) 

 

Notes: Hours rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 
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Tales from the Field  (continued) 

Scott's first memories of the Christmas Bird Count (CBC) are as a young birder on Long Island, where he eagerly 

participated in the Central Suffolk count with his father.  The count was compiled by legendary naturalist, birder, 

and artist Dennis Puleston.   Scott and his dad covered their territory with great diligence, starting at the marshes 

by the Great South Bay at first light to search for Short-eared Owls.  

 

After spending the day counting birds in fields, woods, and along waterways, their last stop, at dusk, was always a 

cedar grove near the marshes, in search of Long-eared Owl.  They would stop the car along the road and "squeak" 

like a mouse to try to draw in one of these nocturnal hunters.  Often it would work, a great cap to a fun day.  

  

The Christmas Bird Count was started in 1900 as an alternative to an annual holiday bird shoot.  Conservation was 

in its early stages then, and people were becoming concerned about declining bird populations.   Ornithologist 

Frank M. Chapman of the American Museum of Natural History in New York City, an officer in the emerging 

Audubon Society, organized this census in opposition to the “side hunt” – a custom of the Gilded Age in which 

people got together over the holidays to shoot as many birds (and mammals) as they could find.  People chose 

sides, with the winner based on which side killed the most creatures.  
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Tales from the Field  (continued) 

This count would become a new holiday tradition that continues to this day.  It represents the best of “citizen 

science” and is the longest running ornithological database. This data has been useful in tracking trends in avian 

populations for over a century now.  National Audubon cites an example of how data collected in the Christmas 

Bird Count over the years has directly benefitted birds: in the 1980’s the data showed a steady decline in wintering 

American Black Duck.  Because of this data, conservation measures were enacted to decrease hunting of this 

species.  

 

Starting with a couple dozen counts and about as many counters across North America (including several in New 

York State), the CBC has grown into an international effort, with more than 80,000 participants from northern 

Alaska to Chili. In 2019-2020 (year 120 of the CBC) there were more than 2,600 counts that tallied nearly 43 million 

birds.   
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Tales from the Field  (continued) 

As mentioned above, the count circle is 15 miles in diameter.  Each count has a compiler who is responsible for 

recruiting people to conduct the count on its designated day, between December 14 and January 5, and for 

collecting and reporting the results.  The count circle is typically divided into several sectors of more manageable 

size, each with one or more field parties who spend the entire day in that sector. 

  

At the end of the day of birding, the participants gather for a compilation, usually (pre-COVID) over dinner.  The 

compiler begins by going through a list of birds that have been seen in the multi-decade history of that count 

circle.  Species-by-species, the compiler asks each field party for their tally.  Sometimes, the absence of birds meets 

with amazement as common species are missed by all groups.  At other times, there may be respectful or surprised 

comments about particularly large tallies of other birds.  For instance, one year Alan Mapes and Scott counted 

3,300 American Robins just at Five Rivers EEC!  The most anticipated reports are the write-ins, birds that are new 

to the count history, and held close to the vest until the very end of the compilation. These may be one-year 

wonders, or could be the ‘advance’ of a range change of a particular species.  You may end up with a great story to 

share at your holiday gatherings, and for many years after.  Our little group of counters still talks about how 

exciting it was to discover a Dickcissel at the feeders at Five Rivers during one Christmas Count, a Great Horned 

Owl with a rabbit it could barely lift along Onesquethaw Creek, or just seeing the bemused expressions on the 

faces of the holiday partiers at the South Albany Airport, when we asked permission to bird the airfield during a 

driving snowstorm! 
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Tales from the Field  (continued) 

Factors that increase or decrease the numbers of individuals and species in a particular year include the weather, 

whether lakes and reservoirs are open or frozen solid, snow cover, and the availability of natural food for the 

birds.  Deep snow may drive some species, such as Short-eared Owls, further south. 

 The weather may play a factor in the human effort on a count, as well.  We have experienced bitter cold, near-

frozen feet, and daylong discomfort that only hours in front of a fire with warm cider and hot chili can relieve.  

We’ve endured cold, torrential rain that made field birding nearly impossible, and even a severe snowstorm that 

forced the early ending to the entire count because the roads became impassible.  The compilation dinner was 

quickly converted to a fast lunch for those who could make it!  Counts can even be postponed for a day or more in 

extremely hazardous winter weather. 

The data collected by these counts have substantially added to the fund of ornithological knowledge.  Fluctuations 

in numbers of wintering species, and general growth and decline within species in an area have become clear over 

time by examining decades of CBC data. This data have led to key conclusions about how climate change can affect 

bird ranges and documented the decline of some of America’s most familiar birds. More recently, CBC data was a 

major source of information for the 2019 shocking study by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and other researchers 

that we’ve lost nearly 30 percent of birds of North America in the past 50 years. 

 The CBCs can illustrate the presence of "irruptive" species such as certain "winter finches" - redpolls, pine siskins, 

crossbills and pine grosbeaks that travel south in large  

numbers in occasional years. 
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Tales from the Field  (continued) 

CBCs illustrate the northward expansion of the range of species such as Tufted Titmouse, Northern Cardinal, 

Northern Mockingbird, and Red-bellied Woodpecker. 

   

Be it for the sake of Science, for the fun of winter birding, for the social experience or just for the break form 

Holiday preparations, the CBC is for everyone. You do not have to be an experienced birder to contribute to a 

Christmas Count.   All you need is a willingness to share a day during the holidays, and an interest in birds. So next 

December, as darkness bleeds into morning and returns before evening, and your to-do list lengthens with holiday 

tasks, think about joining a field party for a day-long break.  You can find contact information for our compilers in 

the fall edition of Feathers or on our website, www.hmbc.net.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hmbc.net/
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